
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




i^^i \A 




^/Ce^i^e^a^z^i^cSyCo^^ 



{J/></o^ 



/^^-^t 




. ». ♦ • • 



^ 



m 



•I" 



^1 



Site 



■ iy 



• f ^ • I 



Dr SWIFT'S WORKS, 

COMP LJBTB 

IN EIGHTEEN VOLUMES. 
V O L. XV. 



fif 





T. ET r 

^ O R 

JON/i^THAN swifr, ;ti.D, 

Dsyi^ OF St Patrick's^ Dublin : 

INCLUDIIIG THB WHOLB OV HIS 

POSTHU;6[OUS PIECES, LETTERS, «?c 
A NEW EDITION, 

ACCURATELY REVISED, AND ARR\NGEI> IN THE MOSi; 
NATURAL AND PROPER'ORDER; 

WITH 

An Account of the Author's LIFE, 

AND 
KOTES HiSTOElCALf CRITICAL, AND EzrLAirATORY>, 

Bj J. HAIV^ESWORTHyLL.D. and otters. 
Adorked h^th COPPRRP LATES. 

V O L Si?. . 



L O ^ D 6 Nf 

Pmted for CiiARLEs Elliot, Ediobars^J. 

WDCCLXXXlr*- 



"* TO V"^^^ ^^'^^ 

H^ 1924 L 



T li E 



C a N T E N T H. 



Letter /**?/ 

164. Erasmus leivis, E/q; toDr 

Snvift. Julyg. 1713. - - i 

165. Ditto *to ditto. Jyfy zo* - - 2 

166. Ditto to ditto. At4g,6. . - ib 

167. Mr Prior to Dr Suuift. Aug. 1^-6. 4 

168. Dr Smaliridge to Dr Swift. Sfpt. 27. 6 

169. Lord ChanciUor Phip^s to Dr Swift. 

oa. 10. - - - 8 

17©. Ditto to ditto. OSi. 24. - - 9 

171. Dr Davenant to Dr Swift. Nov. ^^ 10 

172. The Duchefs of Ormond to Dr Swift. 

Same date. - - - 12 

1 73. To Lord Treafunr Oxford^ on the death 

of his daughter the Marchlonefs of 
Caermarthen. Nov. 21. - - 13 

174. Judge Nut ley to Dr Swift. Same date. 16 

1 75. Air Pope to Dr Swift. Dec. 8. - '9 

176. Dr Swift to Dr Sterne. Dec. 19. - 24 

177. Lord Primate Lindfay to Dr Swift. 

Dec. 26. - - -26 

178. To the Archhifiop of Dublin. Dec. 31. 28 

1 79. Lord Primate Lindfay to Dr Swift. 

J/i//. 5.1713-14. ... 33 

ai 2 



IV The contents. 

Letter Page 

1 80. The Earl of Anglefey to Dr Swift, 

Jatu 16. 1 7 13- 14. - - 35 

181. Comical ^ieries in a letter from the Earl 

of Peterborow (abroad in embafftes) 
from Sicily y to Dr Swift. March 5. 37 

182. Lord Treafurer Oxford to Dr Swift, in 

a counterfeit hand, with a bill ; when 
the printer Morphew was prcfecuted by 
the Houfe of Lords, for the pamphlet 
intituled, The Public Spirit of the 
"Whigs. Received March 14. 1713-14. 40 

183. From an Informer to Lord Treafurer, 

cffcririg to dif cover the Author of f aid 
pamphlet. March 18. - - 41 

184. Humorous Lines by Lord Treafurer 0;v- 

ford, fent to Dr S*uiift, Dr Arbuth- 
nott, Mr Pope, and Mr Gay. April 
14. 1714. - . - 42 

185. More Lines of Humour by Lord Trea^ 

furer. Same date. ^ - - 44 

1 8-5. The Duchefs of Ormond to Dr Swift. 

April 24. - - - ib. 

187. To the Earl of Peterborow. May iS. 46 
~ 188. Chlverton Charlton, Efq; to Dr Swift. 

May 22. - - - 51 

189. Mr Gay to Dr Swift. June 8. - 54 

190. Dr Swift to Mifs Efther Vanhomrigh. 

Same date. - - - 56 

191. Mr John Barber to Dr Swift, Same date. 5 8 

192. Dr Arbuthnott to Dr Swift. June 12. 59 

193. Dr Swift to the Earl of Oxford. June 14. 61 



The C O NT E N T S. ▼ 

Letter Pags 

194. Mr Pope to Dr Swift. June 18. 1 714. 0^ 

195. Thomas Harley^ Efq; to Dr Swift. 

June 19. - - - 66 

1 96. Mr Thomas y Secretary to Lord Treafurer^ 

to Dr Swift. June 22. - - 68 

\()1.' Dr Arhuthnott to Dr Swift. June 26. 69 

198. Mr John Barber to Dr Swift. July 6. ^2 

199. Ditto to ditto. Same date. - - 73] 

200. Air Thomas to Dr Sxuift. Same daU, ^4 

201. Erafmus Lewis ^ Efq\ to Dr Swift. Same 

date. - - - 7^ 

202. Charles Fordy Efq; to Dr Swift. Same 

date. - - - 77 

203. Ditto to ditto. Jnly 10. - . - 80 

204. Dr Arhuthnott to Dr Swift. Same date. 83' 
205- Lord Bolingbrohe to Dr Swift, July 1 2. 85 

206. Charles Fordj Efq; to Dr Swift. July 1 5/86 

207. Erafmus Lewis, Efq; to Dr SwJff. 

July 17. - - - 88 

208. Lord Harley to Dr Swift. Same date. 9 1 

209. Dr Arhuthnott to Dr Swift. Same date. ib. 

210. Dr Swift to the Duke of Ormond, Same 

date. - - ' - 94 

211. Charles Ford, Efq: to Dr Swift* Same 

date. ' ' ' c^6 

2 1 2. Ditto to ditto. July 20. - 98 

213. Erafmus Lewis, Efq; to Dr Swift. 

July 22. - - - 100 

2I4« The Duke of Ormond to Dr Swift. 

Same date. - - ibid 
~ a 3 



y\ THfi CONTENTS. 

Lettir ^^g^ 

215. Charles Ford y Efq; to Dr Sivift. July 

22. 17J4. - - _ 101 

2 1 6- Ditto to ditto. July 2^* - - 103 

217. Erafmus Lewis^ Efq; to Dr Swift. 

Same date, - - - 104 

218. Dr Arbuthmtt to Dr Swift, Same date, \o6 

219. ToEord Oxford^ on hearing his intention 

to refign his Staff, July 25. - 107 

220. 7he Earl of 0>cford to Dr Swift, 

- Jitly 2']. . - - - 108 

221. Erafmus Lewis ^ Efq; to Dr Swift, 

Same date, ' - - 109 

'222. Lady Mafham to Dr Swift, July 29. in 

223. Erafmus Lewis ^ Efq; to Dr Swift, 

July 29. . . - - - 113 

224. Mr John Barber to Dr Swift, July 31. 114 

225. Erafmus Lewis y Efq; to Dr Swift, 

Same date, - - - - 1 1 j; 

226. Charles Fordy Efq; to Dr Swift, Same 

date, " - - - - 1 1 6 

227. Dr Swift to Mifs Vanhomrigh, Aug, i, I2I 

228. Mr John Birch to Dr Swift. Same date, 123 

229. Lord BoUngbroke to Dr Swift, Aug, 3. ibid 
2'^o, Erafmus Lewis, Efq; to Dr Swift, 

Same date, - - - 124 

231. Mr John Barber to Dr Swift. Same 

di'.te. - - - - - 125 

232. Charles Fordy Efq; to Dr Swift, Aug. 5. 127 

233. Enfmus Lewis i Efq; to Dr Swift, 

Aug, 7. - . .131 

234. -To Lady Alafjam. Same date. - 132 



The contents. 



yh 



Letter ^^K^ 

235. To Lord BoHngbrohe, Aug* 7. 1714. 133 

236. Erafmus Lewis ^ Efq; to Dr Swift. 

Aug, 10. - - - 138 

237. Lord Bolingbroke to Dr Swift. Aug. 11. 140 

238. Charles Fordy Efq; to Dr Swift. 

Aug, 12. - - 141 

239. Dr Arbuthnott to Dr Swift, Same date, 144 

240. Dr Swift to Mifs Vanhomrigh. Same 

date, - - - ' 146 

24 1 • Charles Ford, Efq; to Dr Swift, Aug. 14. 1 47 
242- Mr Gay to Dr Arbuthnott y or the Dean 

of St Patrick's, Aug, 16. - 149 

243. To Lord Bolingbroke. Sept. 14. 153 

244. Dr Arbuthnott to Dr Swift, Ocf. 19. 156 

245. Ditto to ditto y on the fame paper, -- IJ9 

246. Dr Swift to Sir Arthur Laniard. 

OB. 30. - - - - i5o 

247. Erafmus Lewis, Efq; to Dr Swift. 

Nov. 4. - - - - 162 

248. Monf ^wift a Monf, Ceraldfy Secre- 

tary to the Duke of Tufcany, Feb. 25. 
1714-15. V - . . J63 

249. Dr Swift to Mr Pope, June 28. I 715. 164 

250. Dr Swift to the Earl of Oxford. July 19. 167 
25 I • Dr Arbuthnott to Dr Swift, Aug. 6, 169 
25 2. Dr Friend to Dr Swift, Sept, 20. 171 

253. The Duchefs of Ormo?id to Dr Swift, 

Oct, 17. - - - 173 

254. Dr Arbuthnott to Dr Swifts Received 

Dec. 2. - - - - 174 

255. Ditto to ditto. Without date. - i 75* 



Tiii The contents. 

Letter Page 

25 6l Mr Pope io Dr Swift. Jatu 20. 1716. 177 

257. The Duchefs of Oitnond to Dr Swift, 

Jan. 22- - - ^79 

258. Dr Attcrhwjy htjljop cf Rochcfler^ to 

Dr Swift. April 6. - - j 8 1 

259. Lady Bolmgbroke to Dr Swift. May g. 185 

260. Ditto to dittos ^^g'4' - 1 85 

261. Dr Swift to Mr Pope. Aug. 30. ]88 

262. The Duchefs of Ormond to Dr Swift. 

Sept. 14. - - - 192 

263. Lord BcHnghrohe io Lr Swift. OB. 23. 194 

264. Charles Ford, Efq; to Dr Swift. Oa.iS. j 96 

265. The Archhipop of Dublin to Dr Swift. 

Nov. 22. - - "197 

266- Dr Swift to the Archbifhop of Dublin. 

Dec. 16. - - 199 

267. Erafmus Lewls^ Efq; to Dr Swift. 

Jan. 12. 1 7 16- 1 7. - 202 

^2.6^. Ditto to ditto. y^«^i5.i7l7. - 204 

269. Ditto to ditto. June iZ. - 207 

270. Ditto to ditto. July 2. - 208 

271. Mr Prior to Dr Swift. July 30. 209 

272. The Earl of Oxford to Dr Swift. Aug. 6. 2 r r 

273. Mr Prior to Dr Swift. Aug. 24. 212 

274. Mr Addifon to Dr Swift. March 20. 

1717-18. - - 213 

275. Lord Har ley to Dr Swift. April 12. 

1718. - - - 215 

276. Mr Prior to Dr Swift. May i. 216 

277. Ditto to ditto. May 2g. " - 217 
2 7 3. Peter Ludkwy Efq; to Dr Swift. 

Sept. 10. - . 218 



The contents. 



IX 



Letter Pjgs 

279. Mr Prior to Dr Swift. Sept. 25. 1 7 1 8. 222 

280. Mr Addifon to Dr Swift. Oct. I. 223 

281. Dr Arhuthmtt to Dr Swift. Ocf. 14. 224 
2B2. Ditto to ditto. Dec. II. - 227 

283. Ld BolingbrQke to Dr Swifi. March 1 j. 

17 19. - - - 229 

284. To Lord Boiingbrohe. May — . 235 

285. Mr Prior to Dr Swift. May 5. 239 

286. Ditto to ditto. DecS. - 24 1 

287. Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. Dec. 1 4. 243 

288. To Lord Bolinghrohe. Dec. 1^. 246 

289. The Duchefs of Ormond to Dr Swift. 

April J 8. 1720. - - 251 

290. Mr Prior to Dr Swift. May 4. 253 

29 1 . Sir Tho. Hanmer to Dr Swift. Ocl. 22. 256 

292. Dr Swift to Mr Pope. Jan. 10. 1721. 258 

293. Sir Confiantine Phipps to Dr Swift. 

Jan. 14. - - 276 

294. Mr Prior to Dr Swift. Feb. 28. 277 

295. Ditto to ditto. April 2^. - 276 

296. Dr Swift to [Stella] Mrs Johnfon. 

April '^o. - - 281 

297. Dr Swift to the Rev.- Mr Wallis. 

May 13. - - - - 282 

2g^. To the Bi/bop of Meath. June ^. " 283 

299. Lord Bolinghrohe to Dr Swift. July 2^. 285 

300. The Duchefs of Ormond to Dr Swift. 

Sept I. - - - 294 

301. Lord BolingbroJce to Dr Swift. Jan. i. 

1 721-2 295 

302. Dr Snape to Dr Swift. April 13. 1722. 30X 



X The CONTENTS. 

Letter P^g^ 

303. To the Earl of OxforcL Ocl. II. 1722. 303 

304. Dr Swift to Air Wallis. Nov* 5. 306 

305. Dr Sivift to Dr Sheridan. Dec, 22. 307 

306. Mr Gay to Dr Sruift, Same date, 309 

307. Dr Swift to Mr Gay. Jan. 8. 

1722-3 311 

308. MrPopet^Dr Swift.. Jan. 12. 1723. 314 

309. Lord Bolingbr&ke to Dr Swift. With' 

out date. - - - . - 318 

310. Dr Swift to the Duke of Grafton. 

Jan> 24. - - ' - 323 

311. Mr Gtty i9 Dr Swift. Fch. 3. - 324 

312. Dr Swift to Mr Wallis. Feb. 12. 327 
3.13. Lady Af to Dr Swift. i?/- 

ceived 20th Feb. - - - 329 

314. Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. Aug. 3. 330 

315. From Dr Swift. Sept. 20. - 331 

316. Dr ArbuthnoH to Dr Swift Re^ 

ceived I'jth' N0V. - - - 334 

317. The Duchefs of Ormond to Dr Swift. 

Dec. 9. ... - 337 

318. Lord BoUngbrohe to Dr Swift. Dec, 25 . 339 

319. To his Excellency the Lord Carteret, 

Loj^d' Lieut etuini of Ireland. April 
28. 1724. - - - 343 

320 To the fame. June <). - - 344 

321. Lord C to Dr Swift. June 20. 346 

322. To Lord Carteret. July 9. - 348 

323. To Edward Earl of Oxford , on his 

father's death. July — . - 349 

324. Lord C to Dr Swift. Aug. At* 351 



The contents. 



Litter 




Page 


325- 


To L»rd Carter*t. Sept. ^ 1724' 


352 


326. 


Lord Bolingbroke to Dr Swift, Sept. 12. 


356 


3*7- 


Edward Earl ofOmford to Dr Swift. 






Nov. 2- - - - - 


364 


328. 


Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. Jan. 25. 






1725. - - - - 


366 


329- 


To Mrs Pratt. March \Z. 


369 


330- 


To Lord Carteret. April ij. 


372 


331- 


Dr Swift, to Dr Sheridan. June 28. 


373 


332- 


Ditto to ditto. June 29. 


376 


333- 


Dr Swift to L»rd Ctrteret. July 3. 


379 


334- 


UAbbe ies Fountaines h Motif. Swift. 






>h4 


^82 


335- 


Reponfe cle Monf. Swift. 


384 


356- 


Lord Bolingbroke to Dr Swift. July 24. 


387 


337- 


Edward Earl of Oxford to Dr Swift. 






July 26. . . . . 


390 


338- 


Ditto to ditto. Aug. 30. ' - 


392 


339- 


George Roehford, Efqi to Dr Swift. 






Sept. 9. - . - 


393 


340- 


Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. Sept. 11. 


394 


341- 


- Sept. 14. 


397 


343. 


Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. Sept. 19. 


399 


343- 


Ditto to ditto. - - Sept. 25;. 


401 


344- 


From Dr Swift. - - Sept. 29. 


403 


J45- 


- Oa. ij. 


407 


34<5- 


Dr Arhuthnttt to Dr Swift. Oa. 1 7. 


411 


347- 


Edward Earl of Otford to Dr Swift. 






oa. 19. 


4M 


348. 


From Dr S^ift. Nov. 26. 


ibid 


349- 


- - - Dec. 10. 


417 



xii The C O N T E N T S. 

Letter Pagt 

350. An Anfwer to Lord Palme rfiofis civil 

polite Letter. Jan. 31.1725-6. 421 

351. From Dr Swift. May 4. 1726. 425 

352. Dr Swift to Mrs Worral. July 15. 426 

353. Lord BoUngbrohe to the Three Yahoos 

of Twickenham y Jonathan, Alexan- 
der, and John. July 23. - 429 
354; Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. July 8. 430 

355. Ditto td ditto. July 27. - - 433 

356. Dr Swift to Mr WorraL Aug. 6. 435 

357. . - - . Aug, 22. 436 

358. . . i . Sept. 3. 438 



DEAN" 



D E A K S W I F T's 

CORRESPONDENCE- 



LETTER CLXIV. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ^; TO PR SWIFT* 

Whitehall^ July 9, 1 7 13. 

WE are all running headlong into the 
greateft confiifion imaginable. Sir 
Thomas Hanmer * is gone into the 
country this morning, I believe much difcontent- 
ed; and I am very apprehenfive, neither Lord 
Anglefey f , nor he, will continue long with us. I 
heartily wifh you were here, for you might cer- 
tainly be of great ufe to us, by your endeavours to 
reconcile, and by reprefenung to them the infalli- 
I ble confequences of thefe divifions. We had letters 
! this morning from Ireland. What is the reafon 
i I had none from you ? Adieu. I hope your want 
of health is not the caufe. 

Vol. XV. ^A L E T- 

• Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, 

f Arthur, who was joint^Yicc-Trcafurcr of Ireland, with Ed- 
ward Earl of Clarendon. 
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LETTER CLXV. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ES<^; TO DR SWIFT. 

Whitehall J July 30, 1 7 13. 

THIS day fe'nnight, the Qflcen goes to Hamp- 
ton-Court, and the Monday following to 
Windfor. I fancy, by that time, Mr Bromly * 
will be Secretary of State, in the room of my 
Lord f . Lord Trcafurer was abroad this even- 
ing, for the firft time, after a fortnight's illnefs. 
I hear there came a dozen of letters from you, 
by the fame port, to your friends here. My Lord 
Treafurer delires you'll make all poflible hafte 
over, for we want you extremely. 

LETTER CLXVL 

MR LEWIS TO DR SWIFT. 

Whitehall^ Aiigujl 6, 1 7 1 3- 

IH AVE fo often, and in fo preffing a man- 
ner, defired you to come over*, that, if what 
1 have already faid has no effedl, I fliali defpair 
of better fuccefs by any.further arguments. If I 

were 

I ♦ Wilfiam Bromly, Efq; appointed Secretary of State, Aug. 

' I7» I7i.>» i" the room of William Earl of Dartmouth, made 
* *Lop^ Privy Seal. 

t Dartmouth, to whom Mr Llfwithad been Secretary. 
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were to recapitulate the feveral reafons you offer 
to the contrary, and anfwer them fepara'tely, I 
fhould grow peevifh ; which I have no way to 
avoid, but by telling you in general, it is all 
wrong. You and I have already laid it down for 

a maxim, that we muft ferve Lord T *, 

without receiving orders, or particular inftruc- 
tions ; and I do hot yet fee a reafon for changing 
that rule. His mind has been communicated more 
freely to you than any other f ; but you will not 
underftand it. The defires of great men are 
commands 5 at leaft the only ones, I hope, they 
ever will be able to ufe. You have a mind to ftay 
in Ireland till Odlober j and defire me to give my 
opinion, whether you fhould come fooner. I 
anfwer, yes. Then you bid me confider again ; 
that IS, you would have me fay, I am of opraioa 
you fhould ftay till Oftober. When judges 
would have a 'jury change their verdidl, they bid 
them confider again ; when a man is determined 
to marry a woman, and his friend advifes him 
againft it, he afks his opinion again ; and if his 
friend is fo filly as not to alter his advice, he mar- 
ines without it. I am as much in the fpleen now 
I am anlVrering your letter, as you were when 
you writ it. Come over 5 you will cure yourfclf 
and me too. Adieu. , 



I . 
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Treafiirer. 

f By this it appears, that the late Lord Orrery was miftakeo^ 
vhen he Ikid, that Swift was employed, not trufled. ^ 

'> t \ - ' 

•"4 . 
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4 DEANSWIFT^s 

'letter CLXVIL 

MR PRIOR TO DR S^vVlFT. 

Paris, Auguji 1 5-6, I7I3» 

AS I did not expedl, my good friend Jona- 
than, to have received a letter from you 
at Dublin, fo I am fure I did not intend to write 
one thither to you ; but Mr Rofingravc * thinks 
it may do him fervice, in recommending him to 
you. If fo, I am very glad of it 5 for it can be 
of no other ufe imaginable. I have writ letters 
now above twenty-two years. 1 have taken towns, 
deftroyed fleets, made treaties, and fettled com- 
merce in letters. And what of all tliis ? Why, 
nothing \ but that I have had fome fubjeft to 

write 

* Thomas Rofingrave, a celebrated performer in mufic. 
When he ariivcd in'rrelan4, he played a voluntary at St Pa- 
trick's cathedral; Dr Pratt, then provoft of Dublin-<:Qllege, and 
the Dean, being prefent. The Doctor, who happened to dine 
at the deanry the fame day, was {o extravagant in his encomi- 
ums on Rofingrave's voluntary, that feveral of the company 
faid they wifhcd they had heard it. Do you ? faid 8wift ; then 
yotf Ihall hear it ftill : And he immediately fung out fo lively, 
and yet fo ridiculous an imitation of it, that all the company 
were kept in continual laughter, except one old gentleman, who 
fat with great compofure ; and though hie liftened, yet (hewed 
neither curiofiLy nor approbation, After the entertainment, he 
\v'is afked by fome of the company, how it happened that he 
had been no more affcaed by the mufic ? To which he anfwered, 
with great gravity, that he heard Mr Rofingravc play it himfclf 
befoitf. 
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write upon. But to write a letter, only becaufc 
Mr Rofingravc has a mind to carry one in his 
pocket, to tell you that you arc fure of a fricnJ- 
Ihip which can never do you three-pence worth 
of good, and to wifli you well in England very 
foon, when I do not know when I am likely to 
be there myfclf : All this, I Hiy, is very abfurd 
for a letter j^ efpecially wlien 1 have this day writ- 
ten a dozen much more to the purpofc. If I had 
fcen your manufcript * ; if I received Ur Parnch's 
poem ; if I had any news of Landcri being taken ; 
why, well and good : liut as I know no more, 
than xhat the Duke of Shrewfbury dcfigns for 
England within three weeks ; that I muft ftay 
here till fomcbody elfe comes, and then brings 
me neceflarily to fay, good Mr Dean, that 1 am 
like the fellow in the Rcbcdrfil^ who did not 
know if he was to be merry or fcrious, or in 
what way or mood to acl his part. One thing 
only I am afTured of, that I love you very well ; 
and am, moft fincerely and faithfully, dear Sir,, 
your fervant and brother f , 

M. PRIOR. 

Lord and Lady Shrewfbury give their fervice to 

you. Vanhomrigh has run terribly here in debt ; 

and, being in durance, has fent to his mother 

upon pecuniary concerns. Adieu, once more. 

A 3 What 

• Of the niftory of the Peace of I'trccht. 
f He was one of the fiMcen. 
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What we are doing, or what is become of us, 
I know hot.' 

Prudens Juturi temporis exitum 
Caliginofa noEle permit Deus^ 
Ride t que 

• This is all the Latin and writing I can at pre- 
sent fpare you. 

Pray give my fervice to your Chancellor *, and 
be much acquainted with Judge Nutely, and love 
him very well for my fake. ^ Adieu. Once more, 
find out my coufin Pennyfather, and Nutely, (if 
he is not too grave for you) ; and, according to 
the laudable cuftom of your countiy, drink this 
Louis out, for a token of my generofity, and your 
fobriety. And now, I think, I have furniflied 
out a very pretty letter. 



LETTER CLXVin. 

DR SMALRIDGE (AFTERWARDS BISHOP OP 
BRISTOL) TO DR SWIFT. 



W 



Mr Dean, September 2^, 1713. 

"HEN yoiTwas fo kind as to favour the 
mafter of the Temple f , and me, with 
your company at the chaplain's table at Ken- 

fington^ 

♦ Sir Ccmftantinc Phipps. 

f Dr Sherlock, afterwards bifliop of London.. 
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Cngton, there dined with us one Mr Fiddes f, 
a welUdeferving clergyman, whofe circumftanccs, 
we told you, were not at all fuitable to his me- 
rits. You exprefled, on that occafion, fo gene- 
rous a concern for him, and fo great a readinefe 
to do him any good offices which might lie in 
your way, that he feeras to think he fhould be 
wanting to hirafelf, if he did not endeavour to 
cultivate an intereft with one fo willing and fo 
able to ferve him. He ^ has therefore made re- 
peated inftances to me, that I would remind 
you of him, which I fliould not have hearkened 
to, were I not affijred, that you would excufe, 
if not thank me, for furniQiing you with an 
opportunity of doing a generous and good- 
natured thing. You will not, I fancy, think a 
fcrmal application tf> any great man in his behalf, 
either proper or requiiite 5 but if you fhould, 
upon the perufal of one or two of his fermons, 
think as well of them as I do, and fhould, in 
converfation with my Lord Treafurer, exprefs 
a good opinion of the author, one kind word 
from you, feafonably dropped, might determine 
his fortune^ and give you the fatisfa£tion of 
having made him and his family happy as they 
can wilh to be. I am. Sir, your moil humble 
fervam, GEO. SMALRIDGE. 

LET- 

t Richard Fiddcs, afterwards D. D. author of a Body of 
Divinity, the Life of Cardinal Wolfey, &c 
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LETTER CLXIX. 

LORD CH ' \LOR PHIPPS TO DR SWIF' 

SIR, 'blin^ OB. 10, 171 

I HAD the favour of your kind letter of tl 
twenty-fecond of September, and had foon 
acknowledged it, if I had not been prevented I 
the conftant hurry we have been in, with r 
. lation to the city and parliament affairs. 

I heartily congratulate your fafe arrival 
London; and return you, with all the"^gratituc 
imaginable, my tbanks for the great trouble yc 
have given yourfelf, as well on behalf of my fc 
in particular, as of this kingdom in generji 
And I am forry you fhould venture fo far as t 
burn your fingers ; but you prove, fuch mi^fo 
tunes often happen to gentlemen, who have 
hearty zeal fcK* the intereft of their friends. Bi 
this comfort attends them, that the burning gO( 
off" food ; whereas the credit and honour c 
ferving one's friend, laft always. The accoui 
you fent me of Mr Worfley's being an envo] 
wAs new, and had not reached us before yoi 
letter came. -M-know not how fufficiently to a( 
knowledge the obligations you have laid on me 
but aflure you, if you have any commands o 
this fide of the water, there is no one will b 
more proud of being honoured with them, tha 
he who is, with very great refpecl, your mol 
obedient humble fervant, CON. PHIPPS 

" LET 
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LETTER CLXX. 

LORD CHANCELLOR PHI^JtS -^ '^ DR SWIFT. 

DeaPv Sir, ^ '/in^ OB. 24, 1713. 

I AM indebted to you for your kind letters of 
the eighth and tenth inftant, and I very 
heartily acknowledge the obligation, lliat of 
the eighth gave me a great many melancholy 
thoughts, when I reflefted upon the danger our 
conftitution is in, by the negleft and fupincneft 
of our friends, and the vigilance and unanimity 
of our enemies : But I hope your parliament 
proving fo good, will awaken. our friends, and 
unite them more firmly, and make them more 
aftive. 

That part of your letter of the tenth, which 
related to my fon, gave me a great fatisfaftion ; 
for though your commiffioners here have heard 
nothing of it, yet I believed Mr Keightly might 
bring over full inftrudlions in it : But he is ar- 
rived, and knows nothing of it ; fo that what- 
ever good intentions my Lord Treafurcr had in 
relation to my fon, his Lordfliip has forgotten 
to give any diredlions concerning him ; for, with 
him, things are juft as they were when you left 
Dublin. If you will be fo kind to put his Lord- 
ihip in mind of it, you will be very obliging. 

I cannot difcharge the part of a friend, if I 
omit to let you know, that your great neighbour 

at 
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at St. Pulcher's is very angry with you. He 
accdlfeh you for going away without taking your 
leave of him, and intends in a little time to com- 
pel you to refide at your deanry. He lays fome 
other things to your charge, which you fhall 
know in a little time. 

We hourly expeft my Lord Lieutenant *. 
The Whigs begin to be fenfible they muft expeft 
no great countenance from him ; and begin to 
be a little down in the mouth, fince they find 
Broderick is not to be their Speaker f . I am, 
with very great truth, your moft obedient fer- 
vant. 



LETTER CLXXI. 

DR DAVENANT J TO DR SWIfT. 

SIR, Wind/or, Nov. '3, 17 13. 

YOU {have the charafter of employing, in 
good ofEces to others, the honour and 
happinefs you have of being often with my Lord 
Treafurer. This ufe of your accefs to him, is 
an uncommon inftance of generofity, deferving 
the higheft praifes •, for, moft commonly, men 
are moft apt to convert fuch advantages to their 

own 

♦ Duke of Shrewfbury. 

f He was, however, chofen Speaker, by a majority of four' 
voices. 
I Infpe^or-General of the exports and imports. 
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own fingle intereft, without any regard of Others^ 
though, in my poor opinion, not fo wifely. ACta 
of friendfhip create friends, even among {gran- 
gers, that tafte not of them ; and,- in my expe- 
rience, I hardly ever knew a man friendly in 
the courfe of his proceedings, but he was fup- 
ported in the world ; ingratitude being the vice, 
of which the generality of nien are mod alham- 
ed to be thought guilty. 

My fon * and 1 have reafons to return to you 
our thanks, for what you have already done of 
this kind in his favour, and we beg the conti- 
nuance of it. Minifters of ftate have fuch mul- 
tiplicity of buiinefs, that it is no wonder if they 
forget low individuals ; and in fuch a cafe, pri- 
vate perfbns muft be beholden to fonie good- 
natured man, to put thofe in power in mind of 
them ; otherwife they may be forgotten, till old 
age overtakes them. Such well-difpofed remem- 
brancers defei-ve accefs, familiarity, and intereft 
with great men ; and, perhaps, they are the 
moft ufeful fervants they can countenance in 
their hours of leifure. 

I need not tell you, that, in point of time, he 
is above all pretenders to .foreign bufinefs -, that 
his affairs have now depended almpft three years ; 
that, iti the interim, it has gone very hard with 
him ; and, that he gave a very early iAftance of 
his zeal to the prefent adminiftration. But what 

he 

• Henry Davcnant, Efq ; who had been employed in Germai* 
ny as Refident. 
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lie builds his hopes mofl: upon^ is the promife 
my Lord Treafurer was pleafed to mabe to the 
Duke of Shrewfbury, juft as his Grace left 
"Wind for, that a proviiion fliould be made for 
Mr *Davenant. We muft intreat you to find 

, fome lucky moment, of reprefcnting to my Lord, 
that the young man is prefled by a nearer con- 
cern than that of making his fortune, and that 
lovers can hardly be perfuaded to be as patient 
as other inen. The Duke has carried his miftrefs 
from him, and will not confent to make him 
happy, till he fees him in. fome way of being fet- 
tled, in which how anxious any delay muft be 
(pofleffion depending upon it) he leaves you to 
judge, who have fo well ftudied mankind, and 
who know, that love is a paflion, in one of his 
age, much ftronger than ambition. I beg your 
pardon for this long trouble ; and am. Sir, your 
moft humble and obedient fervant, 

CHA. DAVENANT. 



LETTER CLXXIL 

THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. 

Doctor, Nov.^y 1713- E^^ven o'clock at night. 

I HOPE your fervant has told you, I fent to 
beg the favour of you to come hither to to- 
night -, but fmce you could not conveniently, I- 
hope you will not deny me the fatisfaftiou of" 
I - feeing 



CORRESPONDENCE. 13 

feeing you to-morrow morning. My Lord joins 
with me in that requeft, and will fee no com- 
pany but you. I hope you will come before 
ten o'clock, becaufc he is to go at that hour to 
Windfor. I beg your pardon for fending fo 
early, as I have ordered them to carry this ; but 
the fear of your being gone abroad, if they went 
later, occafioned that trouble given you, by, Sir, 
your moft fincere and moft faithful humble fer- 
vant, M. ORMOND. 



LETTER CLXXIII. 

TO LORD TREASURER dXFORD. 

On the Death of his Daughter the Marchionefs 
of Caermarthen. 

My Lord, November i\y 1713- 

YOUR Lordfliip is the perfon in the world 
to whom every body ought to be filent 
upon fuch an occalion as this, which is only to 
be fupported by the gjeateft wifdoni and ftrength 
of mind j wherein, God knows, the wifeft and 
beft of us, who would prefume to offer their 
thoughts, are far your inferiors. It is true, in- 
deed, that a great misfortune is apt to weaken 
the mind, and difturb the underftanding. This, 
indeed, "might be fome pretence to us to admini- 
fter our confolations, if we had been wholly 
ftrangers to the perfon gone. But, my Lord, 
Vol. XV. B whoever 
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whoever had the honour to know her, wants a 
comforter as much as your Lordihip ; becaufe, 
tliough their lofs is not fo great, yet they have 
not the fame firmnefs and prudence, to fupport 
the want of a friend, a patronefs, a benefadtor, 
as 3^ou have to fupport that of a daughter. My 
Lord, both religion and reafon forbid me to have 
the leaft concern for that Lady's death, upon 
her own account : And he muft be an ill Chri- 
ftian, or a perfedl ftranger to her virtues, who 
would not wi(h himfelf, with all fubmiffion to 
God Almighty's will, irf her condition. But your 
Lordihip, who hath loft fuch a daughter ; and 
we, who have loft fuch a friend ; and the world, 
which hath loft fuch an example ; have, in our 
leveral degrees, greater caufe to lament, than per- 
haps was ever given by any private pcrfon be- 
fore. For, my Lord, I have fat down to think 
of every amiable qmllty that could enter into 
the compoiition of a Lidy, ,and could not fingle 
out one which fhe did not poflefs, in as high a 
perfc£tion^ as human nature is capable of. liut, 
as to your Lord (hip's own particular, as it is an 
unconceivable misfortune, to have loft fuch a 
daughter ; fo it is a pofleffion which few can 
boaft of, to have had fuch a daughter. I have 
often faid to your Lordfhip, that I never knew 
any one, by many degrees,, fo happy in their do* 
meftics as you ; and I affirm you are fo ftill, tho' 
not by fo many dcgi-ees : From whence it is very 
obvious, that your Lordlliip fhould refleft upon 

what 
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what you have left, and not upon what you 
have loft. 

To fay the truth, my Lord, you began to be 
too happy for a mortal ; much more happy than 
is ufual with the difpenfations of providence 
long to continue. You had been the great in- 
ftrument of preferviug your country from fo- 
reign and domed ic ruin : You have had the feli- 
city of eftablifliing your family in the greateft 
luftre, without any obligation to the bounty of 
your prince, or any induftry of your own : You 
have triumphed over the violence and treachery 
of your enemies, by your courage and abilities ; 
and, by the fteadinefs^of your temper, over the 
inconftancy and caprice of your friends. Per- 
haps your Lordiiiip has felt too much compli- 
cency within yourfelf, upon this univerfal fucccfe : 
And God Almighty, who would not difappoiut 
your endeavours for the public, thought fit to 
punlih you with a domeftic lofs, vyhere he knew 
your heart was moft expofcd 5 and, at the fame 
time, has fulfilled his own wife purpofes, by re- 
warding, in a better life, that excellent creature 
he has taken from you. 

I know not, my Lord^ why I write this to 
you, nor hardly what I am writing. I am Aire 
it is not from -any compliance with form ; it is 
not from thinking that I can give your Lordfliip 
any eafe. 1 think it was an impulfe upon me, 
that I fhould fay fomething : And whether I 
ihall fend you what I have written, 1 an> yet in 
doubt, &c, 

B 2 LET- 
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LETTER CLXXIV. 

JUDGE NUTLET TO DK SWIFT. 

SIR, Dublin f Nov. 11 y I7I3« 

I CANT help telling you, that I think you do 
me great wrong, in charging me with being 
"too civil, and with want of plainnefs in my let- 
ters to you. If you will be abundant in your 
favours to me, how can I forbear thanking you ? 
and if you will call that by a wrong name, that 
is your fault, and not mine. I hope I fhall be 
able to convince you of your miftake, by putting 
you in the place of the party obliged ; and then 
I will (liew you, that I can be as ready as you are 
in doing good offices for a friend ; and when 
I have done them, can treat you as you do me, 
as if you were the benefa£lor, and I had received 
the favour. I am forry I did not keep the copy 
of my letter to you, that I might compare it 
with that which I fliall have from you, when- 
ever I fliall be fo happy as to receive one from 
you upon that fubje(51 ; for I am thoroughly 
perfuaded, you will then as much out-do me in 
civility of expreffion, as you do now in the power 
of conferring favours. 

By this time, I hope, I have fatisfied you, 
that it is fit for me (and I am refolved) to ex- 
prefs the fenfe I have of your friend fliip, in as 
high a manner a^ J can, until I have an oppor- 
tunity 
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mnity of making a better return : But to fliew 
you, that it is as uneafy to ire to write civil things, 
as it can be to you to read them, I will, as often 
as I can, do you fervices, that I may not be at 
the trouble, or bear the reproacli, of being com- 
plaifant. 

I am fo much a philofoplier as to know, that 
to be great, is to be^ but not to be thouf^ht, mi* 
ferable, and I am of the opinion of thofe among 
them, who allow retaliation ; and therefore, fince 
you have declared your intention of loading me 
with'cares, I will, as far as I can, make you fen- 
fible of the hurt you do me, by laying a like 
burthen upon you. - 

I thalik you moft fmqerely for the clear and* 
full information you have given me of your* 
grand church aflair. It entirely agrees with mji- 
judgment •, foc^ I do think, that what you pro- 
pofe, will be the beft fervice that has been done* 
to this- church and kingdom fince the Reftora- 
tion ; and the doing it foon,. will be of great ad- 
vantage to the Queen's aiFairs at this jun<n:ure. 
For it has been given out among the party, that 
the miniftry have an eye towards the Whigs ; 
and that, if they now exert tlVemfelves, tliey 
will foon have an open declaration in their fii- 
vour. We have a remarkable proof of this;, 
for Mr Brodrick has engaged a confiderable 
number of the parliament-nicn (many of them, 
not of his party) to promife him their votes for- 
Speaker, by telling them he has the approbation, 
ftf the mibiftry and Lord Licttenant 5 and fince; 
B 3; his; 
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his Grace has made known her Majefty's plea^ 
fure, a new word is given out, that the liber- 
ties of the people are in the laft danger, and 
that the Crown is attempting the nomination of 
a Speaker. I own I am no politician ; but I 
think I under ftand the pofture of affairs here : 
And I am affured, that the church-party js fo 
ftrong, that if any thing be done on your fide^ 
to excite their zeal, and difcourage their adver- 
faries, there will be but a (hort ftruggle here. 
But if the Whigs are permitted to hope, or, what 
is as bad, to boaft of their expedlations, and no- 
thing is done to enable others to .confute them, 
they will, 'tis probable, be able to give trouble 
to the government 5 and what is now eafy to be 
effedted, will becpme difficult by delay : And 
J fear, the want of doing this in time, will oc- 
caiion fome uneafinefs to the Duke of Shrews- 
bury ; for to this is owing the doubtful difpute, 
who fhall be Speaker. 

I have fliewed your letter to the gentleman 
chiefly concerned in it. This I did, bccaufe I 
knew it would produce a full exprefllon of his 
fentiments ; and I can affure you, whatever occa- 
fion may have been given you to think what yoa 
fay in your letter, he has a true fenfe of your 
friend Ihip to him. I will be guarantee, that^ 
according to the power it has, he will be ready- 
to ferve you, and that in kind. 

My Lord Chancellor will fend you his owa 
thanks. I am, moft ti'uly and fincerely, 
•. Your's, &9. 

LET^ 
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LETTER CLXXV. 

MR POPE TO DR SWIFT *. 

SIR, Binfieldj Dec. 8, 1713. 

NOT to trouble you at prefent with a recital 
of all my obligations to you, I (hall only 
mention two things, which I take particularly 
kind of you : Your defire that I fhould write to 
you ; and your propofal of giving me twenty 
guineas to chaoge my religion j which laft you 
muft give me leave to make the fubjeft of this 
letter. 

Sure, no clergyman ever offered fb much out 
of his own purfe, for the fake of any religion. 
*ris almoft: as many pieces of gold, as an apoftle 
could get of filver from the priefts of old, on 3 
much more valuable confideration. I believe it 
will be better worth my while, to propofe a change 
of my faith, by fubfcription, than a tranflation of 
Homer : And, to convince you how well difpofed 
I am to the reformation, I (hall be content, if 
you can prevail with my Lord Treafurer, and the 
miniftry, to rife to the fame fum, each of them, 
on this pious account, as my Lord Halifax has 
done oa the profane one. I am afraid there is 

no 

* This letter was wrote by Mr Pope, in anfwer to one from 
Dr Swift, wherein he had jocofelymadc mo ofiVr to his friend, 
of a fum of money, ex caufa reiigiomSy or, in plain Englilh, to 
induce Mr Fopc to change his rcligioiii Orrery, 
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no being at once a poet and a good Chriftian ; 
and I am very much ftraitened between two, while 
the Whigs feem willing to contribute as much 
to continue me the one, as you would to make 
me the other. But if you can move every man 
in the govermnent, who has above ten^thoufand 
pounds a-year, to fubfcribe as much as yourfelf, 
I fhall become a convert, as moll: nien do, when 
the Lord turns it to my intereft. I know they 
hav^ the trmh of religion fo much at heart, that 
they'd certainly give more to have one good 
fubjeft tranfljitcd from Popery to the Church of 
England, than twenty Heathenilli authors out of 
any unknown tongue into our's. I therefore- 
commiffion you, Mr Dean, with full authority^ 
to tranfact this affair in my name, and to propofe 
as follows. Firft, That as to the head of our- 
church, the Pope, I may engage to renounce his 
power, whenfocver I lliall i-eceive any particular 
indulgences from the head of your church, the 
Queen. 

As to communion in one kind, I fliall alfo pro- 
mife to change it for a communion in both, as 
foon as the minlftry will allow me. 

For invocations to- faints, mine fliall be turned 
to dedications to fianers, when I fliall find the 
great ones of this world, as-willing to do me any 
good, as I believe thofe of the other are. 

You fee I fliall not be obftinate in the main 
points. But thgre is one article I mufl: referve,.. 
and which you feemed not unwilling to allow me, 

Pi-ayer 
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Prayer for the dead. There arc people to whofc 
fouls I wifli as well as to my own : And I mnft . 
crave leave humbly to lay before them, that tho' 
the fubfcriptioDS above mentioned, will fufficc for 
myfelf, there are neceflary perquifites and addi- 
tions, which I muft demand on the fcore of this 
charitable article. It is alfo to be conCdered, that 
the greater part of thofc whofe fouls I am moft 
concerned for, were unfortunately heretics, fchif- 
matics, poets, painters, or perfons of fuch lives 
and manners, as few or no churches are willing 
to fave. The expence will therefore be the great- 
er, to make an effeftual proviiion for the' faid 
fouls. 

Old Dryden, though a Roman Catholic, was a 
poet ; and it is revealed in the vifions of fome an- 
ticnt faints, that no poet was ever faved under 
fome hundred of maffes. I cannot fet his delivery 
from purgatory, at lefs than fifty pounds Ster- 
ling. 

Walfh was not only a Socinian, but (what 
you'll own is harder to be faved) a Whig. He 
cannot modeftly be rated at lefs than an hundred. 
L'Eftrange being a Tory, we compute him but 
at twenty pounds ; which I hope no friend of the 
party can deny to give, to keep him from damn* 
ing in the next* Fife, confidering they never gave 
him fixpence to keep him fi'om ftarving in this. 

All this together amounts to one hundred and 
fcventy pounds. -5^ 

In die next place, I muft dcfire you to repre- 

^ fent. 
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fent, that there ave feveral of my friends yet liv- 
ing, whom T dcfign, God willing, to outlive, in 
confideration of legacies ; out of which it is a 
doftrine in the Heformed Church, that not a 
farthiug fliall be allowed to fave their fouls who 
gave them. 

There is one * * * *, who will die within thefe " 
few months, with ******, one Mr Jervas, wh6 
hath grievoufly offended, in making the likenefT" 
of alnioft all things in heaven above, and in earth * 
below ; and one Mr Gay, an unliappy youth, 
who writes paftorals during the time of divine 
fervice ; whofe cafe is the more deplorable, as he 
hath miferably laviflied away all that filver he 
fliould have referved for his foul's health, in but- 
tons and loops for his coat. 

I cannot pretend to have thefe people honeftly 
faved, under fome hundred pounds, whether you 
confider the difficulty of fuch a work, or the ex- 
treme love and tendernefs I bear them, which 
will infallibly make me pufh this charity as far as 
I am able. There is but one more, whofe falva- 
tibn 1 infift upon, and then I have done : But 
indeed it may prove of fo much greater charge 
than all the reft, that I will only lay the cafe be- 
ibre you and the miniftry, and leave to their pru- 
dence and generofity, what fum they fhall think 
fit to beftow upon it. 

The perfon I mean, is Dr Swift, a dignified 
clergyman ; but one, who, by his own confeffion, 
has compofed more libels than fermons; If it be 

true, 
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true, what I have heard often afErmed by inno- 
cent people, That too much wit is dangerous to 
falvation, this unfortunate gendeman muft cer- 
tainly be damned to all eternity. But I hope his 
long experience in the world, and frequent con- 
verfation with great men, will caufe him (as it has 
fome others) to have lefs and lefs wit every day. 
Be it as it will, I fhould not think my own foul 
deferved to be faved, if I did not endeavour to 
fave his ; for I tiave all the obligations in nature 
to him. He has brought me into better company 
than I cared for ; made me merrier, when I was 
fick, than I had a mind to be, and put me upon 
making poems, on purpofe that he might alter 
them, &c. 

I once thought I could never have difcharged 
my debt to his kindnefs ; but have lately been in- 
formed, to my unfpeakable comfort, that I have 
more than paid it all. For Monf. de Montagne 
has affured me, ^f That the perfon, who receives 
«* a benefit, obliges the giver :" , For fince the 
chief endeavour of one friend, is to do good to 
•the other ; he who adminiflers both the matter 
and occafion, is the man who is liberal. At this 
rate it is impoffible Dr Swift fhould be ever out 
pf my debt, as matters ftand already : And for 
the future, he may expert daily more obligations 
from his mod faithful, affectionate, humble fer- 
vant, A. POPE. 

I have finlQied the Rape cf ihe Lock ; but I be- 
lieve I may ftay here till Chriftmas, without hin- 

derance of bufinefs. 

LET- 
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LETTER CLXXVL 

DR SWIFT TO DR STERNE, BISHOP or DROMORE. 

My Lord, Londofiy Dec. 19, 1713- 

I HAVE two letters from you to acknow- 
ledge, one of the fifth,* and the other of 
the eleventh inftant. I am very glad it lies in 
my way to do any fervice to Mr Worral *, and 
that his merits and my inclinations agree fo well. 
I wrote this poft to Dr Syne, to admit him. I 
am glad your Lordfliip thinks of removing your 
palace to the old, or fome better place. I wifh 
I w€^re near enough to give my approbation ; 
and if you do not chufe till fumitier, I {hall, 
God willing, attend you. Your fecond letter 
is about Dr Marfh, who is one I always loved, 
and have fliewn it lately, by doing every thing 
he could defire from a brother. I fliould be 
glad, for fo mc reafons, that hd would get a re- 
commendation from the Lord Lieutenant, or 
at haft that he- be named. I cannot fay more 
at this diftance, but affure him, that all due 
^:are is taken of him. I have had an old ichemc^ 
as your Lordfhip may remember, of dividing the 
bifhoprics of Kilmore and Ardagh f . I advifed 
I it * 

* See note precedii;g the firft letter to Mr V'onal in this 
colleQion. 

f Thcfe fees were then vacant, and were jjrp.ntcd the month 
i"ollo\\ing totkc -Loid Lieutenant's chaplain, Dr Gcdwya. 
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it many months ago, and repeated it lately ; and 
the Queen and miniftry, I fuppofe, are fallen 
into it. I did likewife lay very earneftly before 
proper perfons, the juftice, and indeed neceflity, 
of chufing to pron\ote thofe of the kingdom ; 
which advice has been hearkened to, and I hope 
will be followed. I would likewife fay fomething 
in relation to a friend of your Lordfhip's ; but 
I can only venture thus much, that it was not 
to be done, and you may eafily guefs the reafons. 
I know not who are named among you, for 
the preferments ; and, my Lord, this is a vciy 
nice point to talk of, at the dif^ance I am. I 
know a perfon there, better qualified, perhaps, 
than any that willfucceed. But, my Lord, our 
thoughts here are, that your kingdom leans too 
much one way; and, believe me, it cannot do 
ib long, while the Queen and adminiftracion heje 
aft upon fo very difterent a foot. This is more 
than I care to fay ; and I will for once venture • 
to fl:ep farther, than, perhaps, difcretion fhould 
let me, that I never faw fo great a firmnefs in 
the Court, as there now is, to purfue thofe mea*- 
fures upon which this miniftry began, whatever 
fome people may pretend to think to the contrary: 
And were certain obj eft ions, made againft fome 
perfons we both know, removed, I believe I 
might have been inftrumental to the fervice of 
fome, whom I much efteem. Pick what you 
can out of all this, and believe me to be ever 
jrour's, &c. 

Vol. XV. C LET- 
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LETTER CLXXVII, - 

LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, December 26, lyij. 

YOUR's of December the 8th I have re- 
ceived, and have obeyed your commands ; 
but am much troubled to find, that the trade of 
doing ill offices is ftill continued. As for my part, 
I can entirely clear myfelf, from either writing or 
faying any thing to any one^s prejudice upon this 
occafion * ; and if others have wounded mc in 
the dark, it is no more than they have done be- 
fore : For Archbilhop Tillotfon formerly remem- 
bered, that if he fhould hearken to what the Irifh 
clergy faid of one another, there was not a man 
in the whole country, that ought to be preferred. 
We are now adjourned for a fortnight, and 
the Commons for three weeks. I hear our Lord 
Lieutenant is not well pleafed, that we have ad- 
journed fliort of them ; and I fancy the Queen 
will not be well pleafed, that the Commons have 
had fo litde regard to the difpatch of public bu- 
.finefs, as to make fo long an adjournment as 
three weeks : And indeed they lately feem to 

intimate, 

* There was at this time a great difference between th<e 
Houfe of Lords and Commons in Ireland, about the Lord 
Chancellor Phipps of that kingdom-; the latter addrefling the 
Q|ueen to remove him from his pod, and the former addrefCn^ 
'In his favour. 
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intimate, that if the Lord Chancellor * is not 
removed by that time, they will give her Majefty 
no more money ; and fomc of them do not flick 
to fay as much j and think it a duty incumbent 
on the Crown, to turn out that minifter (how in- 
Bocent fbever he be) whom the Commons have 
addreflcd againft. 

I think it is plain to any who know the ftate of 
affiiirs here, chat no party hath ftrength enough 
dire£Uy to oppofe a. money bill in this kingdom, 
when the govei*nment thinks fit to exert itfelf, as 
to be fure k always will do upon fuch occafions : 
And the half-pay officers, no doubt, will readily 
come in to that fupply, out of which they arc to 
receive their pay. But fhould all fail, yet the 
Queen ftill may make herfclf eafy, by difbanding 
two or three regimen ts,. and ftriking off fome un^- 
Decenary penfibns. 

Hobbes^ in his Behemoth, talks of a heightb 
in time, as well as place ; and if ever there was a 
heighth in time here, it is certainly now : For 
fome men feem to carry things higher, according 
to their poor power, than they did in England ia 
164 1. And now they threaten, (and, I am pretty 
well affured, have refolved upon it) that if the 
Chancellor is not difcarded, they will impeacli 
him before the Lords in England. But if they 
have no more to fay ag^inft him,, than what 
their addrefs contains, I think they will go upou 
no very wife errand. I queftioa not but that 
C 2 you 

* Sir Ck>n{lantme Phipps. 
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you will receive the votes, addrefles, and repre*? 
fentations of both Houfes from other hands, and 
therefore I have not troubled you with them : 
But if the Parliament fhall continue to fit, you 
may expeft a great produft of that kind ; for 
the Commons have taken upon themfelves to be 
a court of judicature, have taken examinations 
out of the Judges hands about murder, (which 
is treafon here) without ever applying to the 
government for them ; and, before trial, have 
voted the fheriffs and officers to have done their 
duty, and acquitted themfelves well, when poffi- 
bly the time may yet come, that fome may flill 
be hanged for that faft; which, in my poor opi^ 
nion, is entirely deflruftive of liberty, and the 
freedom of eleftions. I am your mofk humble 
fervant, &c. 



LETTER CLXXVIII. 

TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN *. 

My Lord, London^ Dec. 31, 1713. 

YOUR Grace's letter, which I received but 
lafl poft, is of an earlier date than what 
have fince arrived. We have received the ad- 
drefs for removing the Chancellor, and the 
counter addrefTes from the Lords and Convo- 
cation \ and you will know, before this reaches 

you, 
• Dr William King, 
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you, our fentiments of them here. I am at a 
lofs what to fay in this whole affair. "Whpn 
I writ to you before^ I dropt a word, on pur«-^ 
pofe for you to take notice of; that our Court 
feemed refolvcd to be very firm in their rcfolu- 
tions about Ireland. I think it impoffiblc foe 
the two kingdoms to proceed long upon a diffe- 
rent fcheme of politics. The c6ntroverfy with 
the city I am not mafter of : It took its rife be- 
fore I ever concerned myfelf with the affairs of 
Ireland, farther than to be an inftrument of do- 
ing ibme fervices to the kingdom, for which I 
have been ill requited. But, my Lord, the 
queftion with us here, is, whether there was a 
neceffity that the other party ihould be a majori-r 
ty ? There was put into my hands, a lift of your 
Houfc of Commons, by fome who know the 
kingdom well : I defired they would (as we of- 
ten do here) fet a mark on the names of thole 
who would be for the miniftry. I found they 
airiounted to 243 ; which, I think, comes with- 
in feven of an equality. Twenty names ^efide 
they could not determine upon : So that, fuppofe 
eight to be of the fame fide, thei*e would be a 
majority by one. But, befides, we reckon that 
the firft number, 143, woUld eafily rife to a 
great majority, by the influence of tlie govern- 
ment, if that had been thought fit. This is de- 
monftration to us : For the Government there, 
has more- influence than the Court here; and 
yet our Court carried it for many years, againft 
C 3 a 
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a natural majority, and a much greater one. I 
fhall not examine the reafons among you, for 
proceeding otherwife : But your Grace will find^ 
that we are determined upon the conclufion ;; 
which 15, that Ireland mud proceed on the fame 
foot with England. I am of opinion,, my Lord, 
that nothing could do more hurt to the Whig- 
party in both kingdoms, than their manner of 
proceeding in your Houfe of Commons: It will 
confirm the Crown and miniftry, that there caa 
be no fafety while thofe people are able to give 
difturbance : And, indeed, the e£fe£b it hath 
already produced here, are hardly to be believed*. 
Neither do we here think it worth our while, 
to be oppofed, and encourage our enemies, only, 
for feventy thoufand pounds a-year; to fupply 
which it may not be hard to find other expedients. 
And, when there fhall be occafion for a parlia- 
ment, we are confident a new one may be called,, 
with a majority of men in the intereft of the 
Queen and church. For, when the prefent 
majority pretends to regard either,, we look up- 
on fuch profeffions to fignify no more, than if 
they were penned by my Lord Wharton or Mr. 
Molefworth, I have fufiered very much by my 
tendernefs to fome perfons of that party, which 
I ftill preferve ; but I believe it will not be long 
in my power,, to ferve thofe who may want it. 
It would be endlefs to recount to your Grace, the 
reproaches that have been made me on account 
of your neighbour.. 

It 
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/ 
It is true, my Lord, we do not care to be 
troubled with the afiairs of Ireland : But, there 
being no war, nor meeting of parliament, we 
• have leifure ^t prcfent. Befides, we look on our- 
ielves as touched in the tendereft part. We 
know the Whig-party are preparing to attack us 
next Seffion ; and their prevailing in Ireland, 
would, we think, be a great ftrength and encou- 
ragement to them here : Beddes, our reniiflhefs 
would diihearten our friends, and make them 
think we afted a trimming game. There arc 
ibme things which we much wonder at, as they 
are reprefented. The addrefs for removing the 
Chancellor, is grounded upon two h£ts ; in the 
former of which he was only concerned with 
leveral others : The crimipal was poor and peni- 
tent, and a noliprofeqm was no illegal thing. 'As 
to Moor's bufinefs^ the Chancellor's fpeech oi\ 
that occafion had been tranfmitted hither, and 
. ieems to tlear him from the imputation of pre- 
judging. Another thing we wondered at, is, to 
find the Commons, in their votes>, approve the 
{ending for the guards,^ by whom a man was 
killed. Such a thing would, they fay, look 
monfbrous in England. 

Your Grace fecms to think, they will not 
break on money-matters : But we are taught an- 
other opinion. That they will not pafs the great 
bin, until they have fatisfa£lion about the Chan- 
cellor. And what the confequence of that will 
be, I fuppofe you may guefs from what you knoYi 
by tbi&fime* 

My 
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My Lord, we can judge no otherwifc here, 
than by the reprefentation made to us. I fincere- 
ly look upon your Grace, to be mafter of as much 
wifdom and fagacity as any perfon I have known ; 
and from my particular refpeft to you, and your 
great abilities, fhall never prcfume to cenfure 
your proceedings, until I am fully apprifed of 
the iTiotives. Your Grace is looked on here, as 
ahogether in the other party, which I do never 
allow, when it is faid to me. 1 conceive you to 
follow the didlates of your i-eafon and confcience ; 
and whoever does that, will, in public manage- 
ment,, often differ, as well from one fide as an* 
Other. 

As to myfelf, I take Ireland to be the worfi 
place to be in while the parliament fits j and pro- 
bably I may think the fame of England in a month. 
or two. I have few obligations (further than pcr- 
fonal friendlhip and civilities) to any party : I 
have nothing to alk for, but a little money to pay 
my debts ; which, I doubt, they never will give 
me. And, wanting wifdom to judge better, I 
follow thofe who I think are for preferving the 
conftitution in church and fl:ate, without examin- 
ing whether they do fo from a principle of virtue^ 
or of intex'eft, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 

LORD PRXMATfi LINDSAY TO DR SWIFT. 
SIR, y^^f^ory gf I713.I4. 

YOUR^s I received the 2d inftant, and im- 
mediately got Mr Juftice Nutley to write to 
the bifliop of Killaloe *, at Kells, to know of him, 
i^hether, if wc could get him tranflatcd to the 
biflioprick of Raphoe, he would accept of it : 
And this day we received his anfwer, that it was 
not worth his while, to carry his family fo far 
northwards, for fo little advantage as that bi- 
ihoptick ^ould bring him ; his own being up- 
wards o( a thoufand pounds a-year, and Raphoe 
not much above eleven hundred. The reafon 
why I got Judge Nutley to write, was becaufe I 
apprehended it might feem irkfome to him to be 
perfuaded by myfelf to accept of what I left ; 
though at the fame time I can aflure you, I have 
done little more than faved myfelf whole by that 
biflioprick : And he might, if he pleafed, in a 
little time, have received 1600 1, or 1700 I. for 
fines 5 fo that if this comes time time enough to 
your hands, you will prevent any further motion 
that way. But if Meath drops, I believe it would 
be an acceptable poft ; and the truth is, he hath 
always, in the worft of times, voted honeftly, 
and behaved himfelf as a true fon of the church., 

In 

• t)r William Lloyd. 
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In the mean time, be affured the Judge knows 
not that you are concerned in this affair. ' 

There is a gentleman, whom I believe you 
muft have heard of, Dr Andrew Hamilton *, 
archdeacon of Raphoe, a man of good learning 
and abilities, and one of great intereft in that 
country, whom I could wifh you would move 
for (fince the hifhop of Killaloe refufeth) to fuc- 
ceed me in Raphoe, as one that is the moft 
likely to do good in that part of the country, of 
any one man I know. 

And now be pleafed to accept my thanks for 
the great fervices you have done me ; ^nd as you 
have contributed much to my advancement, fo I 
muft defire you, upon Qccafion, to give me your 
farther affiftance for the fervice of the church. 

The Parliament is prorogued to the iSthin- 
flant ; h.ut the Whigs continuing obftinate, and 
deaf to all perfuafions, to carry on the Queen's 
bufinefs with peace and gentlenefs, we conclude 
it muft be diiSblved. 

If thiis fhould not come time enough to your 
hands, to prevent the bifhop of Killaloe's letter 
for a tranflation to Raphoe, I will labour all I 
can to make him eafy. I am, &c* 

LET- 



• Though recommemled by the Primate to fuccecd him in 
the fee of Raphoe, he was not preferred to it ; Dr Edward 
Synge being then advanced to that bifhoprick. 
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LETTER CLXXX. 

THE EARL OF ANGLESEY TO DR SWIFT. 

Mr Dean, Dublin^ Jan. i6, 1713-14. 

YOU judged extremely right of me, that, I 
(hould, with great pleafure, receive what 
you tell me, that my endeavours to ferve her 
Majefty, m this kingdom, are agreea1>le to my 
Lord Treafurer, and the reft of the minifters. I 
have formerly fo freely exprefled to you the ho- 
nour 1 muft always have for his Lordfhip, that I 
think I cannot explain myfelf more fully on that 
fubjeft. 'But what his Lordfhip has already done 
for the church, and the church intereft here, 
and what we have aflurance will foon be done, 
will give his Lordfhip fo entire a command in the 
affections of all honeft men here, (which are not 
a few) that, 1 am perfuaded, he will foon find 
Ireland an eafy part of the adminiftration. For 
it is my firm opinion, that fteady and vigorous 
meafures will fo ftrengthen the hands of our 
friends in both kingdoms, that, after the efforts 
of defpair (which never laft long) are over, her 
Majefly, and her minifters, will receive but little 
trou1>le from the faction, either on this, or your 
fide of the water. 

You are very kind to us, in your good offices 
for Mr Phipps j bccaufc a mark of flavour, fo fea- 

fonably 
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fonably as at this time, conferred on Lord Chai> 
cellor's fon, will have a much greater influence, 
and reach farther than his Lordfhip's perfon, I 
am preparing for my journey, and I hope I fhall 
be able to lay fuch a ftate of this kingdom before 
piy Lord Tfeafurer, as may prevent future difap- 
pointments, when it fhall be thought necelTary to 
hold a parliament. If this parliament is not to 
fit after the prefent prorogation, I do think, were 
I witt you, I. could offer fome reafoos why the 
filling the vacant bifhopricks Ihould be deferred 
for a little time. I praife God for his great 
goodnefs, in reftoring her Majefty to her health ; 
the blefling of which, if we had no other way of 
knowing, we might learn from the mortification 
it has given a certain fet of men here. 

I (hall trouble you with no compliments, be- 
caufe I hope foon to tell you, how much 1 am^ 
dear Sir, your's, 

ANGLESEY. 



LET- 
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LETTER CLXXXr. 

The Earl of PeterboroV, (being abroad in 
cnibaffies) from Sicily, to Dr Swift. 

March 5, 1713-14. 

QUERIES forDR Swift, next Saturday, 

at dinner. 

0- 

WHETHER any great man, or miniflcr, 
has favoured, the Earl of Peterboix)w 
with one (ingle line fince he left England 5 for, 
Vls yet, he has not received one word from any 
of them, nor his friend of St Patrick ? 

Whether, if they do not write, till they know 
what to write, he (hall ever hear from them ? 

"Whether any thing can be more unfortunate, 
than to be overcome when ftrongeft, outwitted, 
having moft wit, and baffled, having moft moaey. 
Whether betwixt two Jlools (Reverend Dean) 
be not a good old proverb, which may give fub- 
jeft for daily meditation and mortification ? 

I fend the lazy fcribbler a letter from the ex- 
tremities of the earth, where I pafs my time, ad- 
miring the humility and patience of that power 
heretofore fo terrible ; and the new (bene which 
wc fee, to wit, the Moft Chriftian King, waiting 
with fo much refignation and refpecl, to know 
the Emperor's pleafure as to peace or war. 

Vol. XV. ' D Where 
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Where I reflect, with admu-ation, upon the po- 
litics of thofe, who, breaking with the old allies,- 
dare not make ufe of the new ones ; who, pulling 
down the old rubbifh and ftrudure, do not ereft 
a new fabric on folid foundations. But this is 
not fo much to the purpofe ; for in the world of , 
of the moon, provided toaftings continue, tEe 
church and ftate can be in no danger. 

But, alas ! in this unmerry country, where we 
have time to think, and are under the neceffity 
of thinking; where impioufly we make ufe of 
rcafon, without a blind refignation to providencCj 
the bottle, or chance ; what opinion, think you, 
we have of the prefent maiaagerpent in the refined 
parts of the woHd, where there are juft motives 
of fear? When neither fteadinefs nor conduft 
appears, and when the evil feems to come on 
apace, can it be believed, that extraordinary re- 
medies are Bfot thought of ? 

Heavens ! what is our fate ? What might have 
been our portion, and what do we fee in the age 
we live in ? France and England, the kings of 
Spain and Sicily, perplexed and confounded by 
a headftrong youth * •, one, who has loft fo many, 
kingdoms by pride and folly ; and all thefe 
powerful nations at a gaze, ignorant of their de- 
lliny ; not capable of forming a fcheme, which 
they can maintain, again ft a Prince, who has 
neither fhips, money, nor cendudl. Some of 
the minifters affifted and fupported with abfolute 

power, 

• Chailcs the Twelfth^of Sweden. 
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power, others with a Parliament at their difpofal, 
and the mod inconfidcrable of them with the In- 
dies at their tail. 

And what do I fee in the centre, as it were, of 
ignorance and bigotry ? The firft rcqueft of a 
Farliament to their King, is to employ effedtual 
means agatnft the increafe of priefts, the idle de- 
vourers of the fat of the land^ We fee churches, 
£hut up by the order of the Pope, fct open by 
dragoons, to the general content of the people. 
To conclude ; it fell out, that one of our ac- 
quaintance * found himfelf, at a great table, the 
only excommunicated perfon by his Holinefs ; the 
reft of the company eating and toafting, under 
anathemas, with the courage of a hardened hc» 
retic. 

Look upon the profe I fend you. See, never- 
thelefs, what a fneaking figure he makes at the 
foot of the parfon. Who could cxpcdt this from 
hira ? But he thinks, refolves, and executes. 

If you can gucfs from whence this comes, ad- 
drefs your letter to him, A Mejfieurs Raffnel et 
Fretti Sacerdotti^ Genoa. 

D 2 LET- 



• Probably the Rev. Mr George Berkeley, fellow of Dublin* 
eoHege, who went chaplain and fccretary to the Earl of Peter- 
korow to SicUy, at the recommendation of Dr Swift. 
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LETTER CLXXXir. 

Lord Treasurer Oxford to Dr Swift^ 
in a counterfeit hand, with a bill; when the 
Printer Morphew was pix)feGuted by the Houfe 
of Lords, for the Pamphlet, intituled, TAe Pum. 
blic Spirit of the Whigs f . 

Indorfed thus alfo, J ^ ^'}'\^l^ ^'^^ ^' ^^^- 

C Received Mar. 14, 1713-14^ 

Wedntfday Night. 

I HAVE heard, that fbme honeft men, who 
are very innocpnt, are under trouble, touch- 
ing a printed pamphlet. A friend of mine, an 
obfcure perfon, but charitable, puts the inclofed 
brH'in you-r hands, to anfvver fuch exigencies, as 
their cafe may Immediately require. And I find 
he will do more, this being only for the prefent. 
If this comes fafe to your hands, it is enough. 



LET- 



f This pamphlet was written' in anfwer to a tra^ of Sir Rich* 
ard Steele's, called the Crifn, and publifhed on the fecond of 
Mftrch, T713-14. All the Scots Lords then in London, went 
to the Quoen, arid complained of the affront put on them and 
their nation by the author ; upon which, a proclamation was 
publilhed by her Majefty, cffciing a reward of three hundred 
pounds to dlfeovcr him. 
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LETTER CLXXXIIL 

A Letter from an Informer to Lord Treasurer, 
offering to difcover the Author of the Pamphlet,' 
called, The Public Spirit of the IVUgs. 

March 18, 1713-14. 

PUPiSUANT to her Majefty's proclamation 
of the fifteenth of this Inftant March, for 
difcotering the author of d falfe, malicious, and 
factious libel, intituled, The Public Spirit of the 
Whigs ; wherein her Majefty is gracioufly pleafed 
to promifc a reward of three hundred pounds, to 
be paid by your Lordlhip 5 which faid difcovery 
I can make. But your Lordfhip, or fome p^r- 
fons under your Lordfliip, have got fuch an ill 
name in paying fuch rewards : Inllance two poor 
men, viz. Johrj Greenwood, and John Bouch, 
who took and brought to juflice fix perlbns, vul- 
garly Mohocks ; which th6 faid two poor men 
never received more than twenty pounds, iand the 
' latter thirty ; and they had no partners concern- 
ed with them, as appears by the Attorney-Gene- 
i-al's reports to your Lordlhip ; whicli if I fboulJ 
be foJerved, to caufe any perfons to be punifhed, 
and be no better rewarded, will be no encourage- 
ment for me to do it ; for thefe two poor men 
being fo plain a precedent for me to go by. Your 
Lordfhip's moft humble and mofc obedient fer- 
vant, L. M. 

D 3 LET- 
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LETTER CLXXXIV. 

Humorous Lines by Lord Treafurer Oxford,. 
fent to Dr Swift, Dr Arbuthnot, Mr 
Pope, and Mr Gay. 

. jipril 14, 1 7 14. Back Stairs f paji eight. 
GAY. 

IN a fummons fo large^ which all clergy contains,, 
I muft turn Difmars * convert, or part witk 
my brains. 
Should I fcruple to quit the back flairs for your 

blind ones, 
Or refiife your true junfto f for one of 

1^ he following is their Anfwer to his LordflAp^ chiefly 
written by the Dean. 

Let jiot the Whigs our Tory club rebuke ; 
Give us our Earl :J:, the devil take their Duke |f. 
^ladem qua attinent ad Scriblerunty 
"Want your affiftance now to clear 'em. 

One day it will be no difgraee, 

In fcribbler to have had a place. 

Come 

• Difmal was Lord Nottingham. 

f Dr Swift, Dr Arbuthnott, Mr Pope, and Mr Gay, were, 
writing the hiftory of Martinus Scriblerus ; and thefe four Wits^ 
In conjunction, are (tiled by Lord Treafurer, A jun&o, 

^ Of Oxford. 

)| Of Marlborough. 
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Come then, my Lord^ and take your part ia 
The important hiftory of 'Martin. 

THE DEAN. 

A pox on all fenders 
For any pretenders^ 
Who tell us thefe troublefome ftories^ 
In their dull hum-drum key. 
Of arma virumque^ 
* Hamnia qui primus ab oris- 
.A pox too on Hanmer, 
Who prates like his gran-mere. 
And all his old friends would rebuke :. 
In fpite of the carle. 
Give us but our Earl, 
The devil may take their Duke. 
Then come aqd take part in 
The memoirs of Martin ; 
Lay down your white ftaff and grey habit : 
For truft us, friend Mortimer, 
Should you live years forty more,. 
Hac olim meminijfe juvabiU 



LET- 

"■ The duchy of Hainanlt; 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 
More Lines of Humour, by Lord Treasurer. 



I 



^pril 14, 1714. 
HONOUR the men, Sir, 
Who are ready to anfwei-, 
When I afk them to ftand by the Queen ; 
, In fpitc of orators. 
And blood-thirfty praters, 
Whofe hatred I highly efteem. 
Let our faith's defender 
Keep out every pretender, 
And long enjoy her own 5 

Thus you four, fivje. 
May merrily live. 
Till faAion is dead as a ftone. 



LETTER CLXXXVL 

THE DUCHESS OF ORMOf^D TO DR SWIFT. 

JBrother *, uipril 24, 1 7 14. 

IS H O U L D fooner have thanked you for 
your letter, but that I hoped to have feen 
you here by this time. You cannot imagine 

how 

^ • The Duke of Ormond was one of the fixtcen brothers ; the 
^ Duchcfs, therefore, calls S^ift brother in her I^ord's right. 
See the note to a letter from Lord Hailey to the Dean, dated 
July 17, 1714. 



'CORRESPONDENCE. 45 

how much I am grieved^ when I find people I 
wifh well to, run counter to their own intereft f 
and give their enemies fuch advantages, by be- 
ing fo hard upon their friends, as to conclude, 
if they are not without fault, they are not to 
be fupported, or fcarce converfed with. For- 
tune is a very pretty gentlewoman i but how fooa 
Ihc may be changed, nobody can tell. Fretting 
her, with the feeing all fhc docs for people only 
makes them defpife her, may make her fo Tick, 
as to alter her complexion 5 but I hope our 
friends will find her con ft ant, in fpite of all they 
do to fhock her. And remember t^hc * ftory of 
the arrows, that were very eafily broke fingly ; 
but when tied up clofe together, no ftrength of 
man could hurt them. But that you may never 

feel 

* In this letter, the Dnchcfs alludes to the diviGon then fub- 
fifting among the miniders at court ; and it is probable, that 
the hint absta the florj of the trrowst produced the poem calUd 
tbe Faggot, v/hich the Dean wrote about this time. It is faid, 
under the title, to have been written in the year 1713, whca 
the Queen's miniflers were quarrelling among thcnifelvcs. U 
begins thus : 

Obftrve the dying father fpeak ; 
Try, lads, caii,yop this bundle break ? 
Then bids the youngcft of jthe fix 
Take up a heap of well- bound fticks. 
They thought it was an old man's maggot. 
And ftroTC by turns to break the faggot. 
In vain : The complicated wands, 
Were much too (Irong for all their hands- 
See, faid the fire, how /pon 'tis done : 
Then took and broke them one by one^ 
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feel any ill confequcnccs from whatever may hap- 
pen, are the fincere wifhes of, brother, your's, 
with aU fifterly affcftion, M. ORMOND. 



LETTER CLXXXVII. 

TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. ' 

My Lord, London^ May 18, 17 14. 

I HAD done myfelf the honour of writing to 
your Excellency, above a month before 
your's of March the 5th came to my hands. 
The Saturdays dinners have not been re(umed | 
fince the Queen's return from Windfor ; and I ^ 
am not forry, fince it became fo mingled an 
aflembly, and of fo little ufe either to bufinefs or 1 
converfation : So that I was content to read your 
queries to our two great friends. The Treafu- 
rer fluck at them all \ but the Secretary acquit^ 
ted himfelf of the firft, by afTuring me he had 
often written to your Excellency. 

I was told the other day, of an anfwer you 
made to fomebody abroad, who enquired of you 
the ftatc and difpofitions of our Court : That you 
could not tell, for you had been out of England 
a fortnight. In your letter, you mention the 
world of the moon, and apply it to England ; 
but the moon changes but once in four weeks. 
By both t;hefe bftances, it appears you have a 
better opinion of our fteadinefs than we deferve ; 

for 
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for I do not remember, fince you left us, that 
we have continued above four days in the fame 
view, or four minutes with any manner of con- 
cert. I aflure you, my Lord, for the concern I 
have for the common caufc, with relation to 
affairs hoth at home and abroad, and from the ^ 
perfonal love 1 bear to oui> friends in power, I 
never led a life fo thoroughly uneafy as I do at 
prefcnt. Our fituation is fo bad, that our ene- 
mies could not, without abundance of invention 
and ability, have placed us fo ill, if we had left it 
cntirelyHo their mans^gcment. For my own part, 
my head turns round ; and, after every conver- 
fatioi}, I come away juft one degree worfe in- 
formed than I went. I am glad, for the honour 
of our nation, to find, by your Excellency's letter, 
that fome other Courts have a ihare of frenzy, 
though not equal, nor of the fame nature with 
our's. The height of honeft men's wifhes at pre- 
fent, is to rub oflf this Seflion ; after which npbody 
has the impudence to expert that we (hall not 
immediately fall to pieces : Nor is any thing I 
write, tl\€ leaft fecret, even to a Whig footman. 

The Queen is pretty well at prefent ; but the 
leaft diforder (he has, puts all in alarm ; and when 
it is over, we aft as if flie were immortal. Nei- 
ther is it pofEble, to perfuade people to make any 
preparations againft an evil day There is a ne- 
gociation now on hand, which, I hope, will not 
be abortive : The States-General are willing to 
declare themfelyes fully fatisfied with the peace 

and 
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and Queen's meafures, &c. and that is too po* 
pular a matter to flight. It is impollible to 
tell you, whether the Prince of Hanover intends 
to come over or no. I (hould think the latter, 
by the accounts I have feen. Yet our adverfarics 
continue ftrenuoufly to affert ptherwife, and very 
induftrioufly give out, that the Lord Trea(Vircr 
is at bottom; which has given fome jealouiies, 
not only to his beft friends, but to fome I fliall 
not name ; yet I am confident they do him 
wrong. This formidable journey is the perpe- 
tual fubje6l both of Court and coflee-houfe chat. 

Our myfterious.and unconcerted ways of pro* 
ceeding, have, as it is natural, taught every body 
to be refiners, and to reafon themfelves into a 
thoufand various conje£hires : Even I, who con- 
verfe moil with people in power, am not free 
from this evil : And particularly, I thought my- 
felf twenty times in the right, by drawing con- 
clufions very regularly from premifes which have 
proved wholly wrong. I think this, however, 
to be a plain proof, that we aft altogether by 
chimce j and that the game, fuch as it is, plays 
itfelf. 

By the prefent inclofed in your Excellency's 
letter, 1 find the Sicilians to be bad delineators, 
and worfe poets. As fneakingly as the Prince 
looks at the Bilhop's foot, I could have made 
lym look ten times worfe ; and have done more 
right to the piece, by placing your Excellency 
there reprefenting your Miilrefs the Queen, and 
I delivering 
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delivering the crown to the Bifhop, with orders 
where to place it. I fhould like your new King 
very well, if he would make Sicily his condant 
rcfidence, and ufe Savoy only as a commendam. 
Old books have given me great ideas of that 
iiland. I imagine every acre there worth three 
in England y and that a wife princci in fuch a 
fituation, would, after fome years, be able to 
make what figure he pleafed in the Mediterra- 
nean. 

The Duke of Shrewsbury, not liking the wea- 
ther on our fide the water, continues in Ireland, 
although he formally took iiis leave there fix 
wei^ks ago. Tom Harley is every hour expcdled 
here, and writes me word, he has fuccecded at 
Hanover to his wifhcs. Lord Strafford writes 
the fame, and gives himfelf no little merit upon 
It. 

Barber the printer was, fome time ago, in 
great diftrefs, upon printing a pamplilct,. of 
which evil tongues would needs call me the 
author * : He was brought before your Houfe, 
which addrefled the Queeii in a body, who kind- 
ly publifiied a proclamation, with 300 1, to dif- 
cover. The fault was calling the Scots a fierce 
poor northern people. So well protefted arc 
thofe who *fcribble for the government. Upon 
which, I now put one query to your Excellency, 
What has a man, without employment, to do 
among minifters, when he can neither ferve him- 
felf, his friends, nor the public ? 
" Vol. XV. E In 

• The Biiblic Spirit of the Whigs. 
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In my former letter, which I fuppofe was fent 
to Paris to meet you thece, I gave you joy of 
the government of Minorca. One advantage 
you have by being abroad, that you ke^p your 
friends ; and I can name almoft a dozen great 
men, who thoroughly hate one another, yet all 
love your Lordfhip. If you have a mind to pre- 
ferve their friendfliip, keep at a diftance ; or 
come over, and ihew your power, by reconciling 
at leaft two of them ; and remember, at the 
fame time, that this laft is an impoffibility. If 
your Excellency were here, I would fpeak to 
you without any conftraint ; but the fear of ac- 
cidents, in the conveyance of this letter, makes 
me keep to generals, I am fure you would have 
prevented a great deal of ill, if you had conti- 
nued among us ; but people of my level muft be 
content to have their opinion afked, and to fee 
it not followed, altho' I have always given it with 
the ytmoft freedom and impartiality. I have 
troubled you too much ; and, as a long letter 
from you is the moft agreeable thing one can re- 
ceive, fo the moft agreeable return would be a 
Ihort one. I am ever, with the greateft refpctt 
and truths 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency's 
Moft obedient, and 
Moft humble fervant. 



LET. 
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LETTER CLXXXVIII. 

CHIVERTON CHARLTON, E S Q^ CAPTAIN 
OF THE TEOMEN OF THE GUARD, 
TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, ' May 22, 1714* 

HEARING from honeft John *, that you 
ftill perfift in your rcfolution of retiring 
into the country, I cannot but give you my 
thoughts of it, at the fame time that I am fenfiblc 
how intruding it may appear in me to trouble 
you with what I think : But you have an un- 
lucky quality, which expofes you to the forward- 
nefs of thofe who love you ; I mean, good na- 
ture. From which, though I did not always 
fufpeft you guilty of it, I now promife myfelf 
an eafy pardon. So that^ without being in much 
pain as to the cenfure you may pafs upon my 
aflurance, I (hall go on gravely to tell you, I 
am entirely againft your deiign. 

I confefs a juft indignation at feveral things, 
and particularly as the return your fervices have 
met with, may give you a difguft to the Court ; 
and that retirement may afford a pleafing pro- 
fpe£l: to you, who have lived fo long in the 
hurry, and have borne fo great a' Ihare of the 
load of bufinefs ; and the more fo at this junc- 
ture, when the diftraiStion among your friends is 
E 2 ' enough 

♦ Alderman Barber. 
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enough to make any one fick of a courtier's life. 
But on thefe very accounts, you fliould chufe 
to fleep ; and convince the world, that you are 
as much above private refentment, where the 
public is concerned, as you are incapable of be- 
ing tired out in the fervice of your country ; and 
that you are neither afraid, nor unwilling, to face 
a fiorm in a good caufe. 

It is true, you have lefs reafon than any oi^e 
I know, to regard what the world iays of you ; 
for I know none, to whom the world hath been 
more unjuft. Yet fince the mo ft generous re-- 
venge is to makd the ungrateful appear yet more 
ungrateful, you fhoiild ftill perfecute the public 
with frcfh obligations ; and the rathei', becaufe 
fome there are of a temper to acknowledge be- 
nefits ; and it is to be hoped, the reft may not 
always continue ftupid. ^ ' At leaft (fuppofe the 
worft) the attempt to do good, carries along with 
it a fee ret litis faftion, with which if you are not 
feniibly afFcfted, I am at a lofs how to account 
for many of your adtions, I remember very 
well, what you have fometimes faid upon this 
fubject, as if you were now grown ufelefs, &c. 
To which I have this to anfwer, that though 
your efforts are in vain to-day, fome unforefeen 
accident may make them otlierwife to-morrow ; 
and that, fliould you, by your abfence, lofe any 
happy opportunity, you will be ,the firft to re- 
proach -yourfelf with running away, and be the 
laft man in the world to pardon it. If I denied 

felf- 
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felf-intereftto be at the bottom of all I have faid, 
I know you would thiok. I ly'd villainoufly, aud 
perhaps not think amiis ; for 1 flill flatter cny- 
felf with the continuance of that favour you 
have, on many occafions, been pJeafed to Qicw 
me ; and am vain enougli to fancy, I fhould be 
a confiderable lofer, if you were where 1 could 
not have an opportunity of clubbing my iliiUing 
With you now and then at good eating. But as 
^uch as I am concerned on this account, I am 
not fo felfiifh to fay what I have done, if it were 
not my real .opinion j which, whether you re- 
gard or not, I could not deny myfelf the fiuif- 
faftion of fpeaking it, and of afluring you, that 
I am, with the utmbft lincerity and refpccH:, Sir,, 
your moft obhged, and moft faithful humble 
fervant, 

CII. CHARLTON. 

My Lady Duchefs *, I cm anfwer for her, is 
very m^ch your fervant, though J have not hqr 
commands to fay fo. She is gone to fee the 
Du^ie of Beaufort, who is fo ill, 'tis feared he - 
cannot recover. She v;ent ih',3 morning fo early, 
I have had no particular account how he is ; but 
am told, he does.notiiing but cloze. The mcf- 
fcnger came to her at three in the morning ; and. 
fbe went away immciliately afterwards. 

Lady Betty defircs me to think you for your 
letter ; and would be glad, fines the Provoft is 
E 3 gracioufly 

♦ Of Ormond. 
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gracioufly pleafed to ftay her Majefty's time, ta 
know where it is he deiigns to ftay. 

Honeft Townfhend and I have the fatisfaftion 
to drink your heahh, as often as we do drink 
together. "Whether you apprpve of your being 
toafted with the bifliop of London, and fuck 
people, I cannot tell. 

My fervant is juft now come from the Duchefs 
of Ormond, and gives fuch an account of the 
Duke of Beaufort, that it is thought he cannot 
poflibly recover. 



LETTER CLXXXIX. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

S I'R, London^ June 8, 1 7 14. 

SINCE you went out of the town, my Lord- 
Clarendon was appointed envoy extraor- 
dinary to Hanover, in the room of Lord Paget; 
and by making ufe of thofc friends, which I en- 
tirely owe to you, he hath accepted me for his 
fecretary. This day, by appointment, I met his 
Lordfliip at Mr Secretary Bromley's office * : 
He then ordered me to be ready by Saturday. 
I am quite off frpm the Duchefs of MonAiouth f . 

Mr 

* Bromley was joint fecretary with Bolingbroke. 

f Mr Gay had been fecretary, or domcftic fteward to the 
Duchefs, widow of the Duke of Monmouth, who was beheaded 
in the firft year of lUng James 11. 
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Mr Lewis was very ready to ferve mc upon this 
occafion, as were Dr Arbuthnott, and Mr Ford. 
I am every day attending my Lord Treafurer for 
his bounty, in order to fet me out ; which he 
hath promifed me .upon the following petition^ 
which I fent him by Dr Arbuthnott. 

■The Epigrammatical Petition of John Gay. 

Tm no more to converfe with the fwains. 

But to gb where fine people refort : 
One can live without money on plains,. 

But never without it at Court 

If, when with the i'wains I did gambol, 

I array'd me in filver and blue ; 
When. abroad, -and in Courts, I fliall ramble. 

Pray, my Lord, how much money ivill do? 

We had the honour of the Treafurer's com- 
pany laft Saturday, when we fat upon Scril^- 
krus *. Pope is in town, and hath brought 
with him the firft book of Homer. 

I am to be at Ittr Lewis's this evening, with 
theProvoftfi Mr Ford, Parnell, and Pope. It 
is thought my Lord Clarendon will make but a 
fhort ftay at Hanover. If it was pofSble that 
any recommendation could be procured, to make 
me more diftinguifhed than ordinary, during 

my 

• Memoirs. of Martiniis Scriblerus ; a joint work of Pope, 
Arbuthnott, and others. See Pope's works. 
f- Oi Dublin-college, Dr Benjamin Pratt. 
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my (ftay at that Court, J fhpuld think myt&S 
very happy, if you could contrive any inethod 
to profecute it ; for I am told, that their civilities 
-very rarely defcend fo low as the fecretary. I 
have all the reafon in the world, to acknowledge 
this as wholly owing to you. And the many 
favours I have received from you, purely out of 
your love for doing good, aiTures me you will 
not forget me in my abfence. As for myfelf, 
Vhether I am at home or abroad, gratitude will 
always put me in mind of the man, to whom I 
owe fo many benefits. I am your moft obliged 
humble fervant, J. G A Y^ 

LETTER CXC. 

DR SWIFT TO MISS ESTHER VANHOMRIGHV 

Ufp^r Letcomh^ near JVafitage^ Berlsy 
' June 8, 1714. 

I HAVE not much news to tell you froni^ 
hence, nor have I had one line from any 
body fince I left London, of wliich I am ver.y 
glad : But, to fay the truth, I believe I-fharll not 
{lay here fo long as I intended. I am at a clergy- 
man's houfe, whom I love very well ; but he is- 
fuch a melancholy thoughtful man, partly from ^ 
nature^ and partly by a folitary life, that 1 Ihall. j 
foon catch the fpleen from him. Out of cafe \ 
and^complaifance, I defire him not to alter any.- i 

o£ i 
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of his methods for me ; (6 we dine exaflly be- 
tween twelve and one. At eight we have fome 
bread and butter, and a glafs of ale ; and at ten 
he goes to bed. Wine is a ftranger, except a 
little I ftnt him ; of which, one evening in two, 
we have a pint between us. His wife has been 
this month twenty miles off, at her father's, and 
will not return thefe ten days. I never faw her j 
and perhaps the houfe will be worfe when flic 
comes. I read all day, or walk ; and do not 
fpeak as many words as I have now wrote, in 
three days : So that, in (hort, I have a mind to 
fteal to Ireland, unlefs I find myfclf take more 
to this way of living, fo different, in every cir- 
cumftance, from what I left. This is the firft 
fyllablc I have wrote to any body fince you faw 
me. I fhall be glad to hear from you, not as 
you are a Londoner, but as a friend j for I care 
not three-pence for news, nor have heard one 
fyllable fince I came here. The Pretender, or 
Duke of Cambridge, may both be landed, and I 
never the wifcr : But if this place "were ten times 
worfe, nothing (hall make me return to town, 
while things are in the fituation I left them. I 
give a guinea a week for my board, and can eat 
any thinj. 



LET. 
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LETTER CXCL 

MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT, 

Dear Sir, London^ June 8, 17 14. 

I HAVE inclofed all the letters that have come 
to my hands. I faw my Lord Treafurer to- 
day, who afked me where you were gone ? I 
told his Lord (hip you were in Berkfhire *. He 
anfwered, it is very well ; I fuppofe I fhall fooa 
hear from him. My Lord Bolingbroke was very 
merry with me upon your journey, and hoped 
the world would be the better for your retire- 
ment, and that I fhould foon be the midwife. 
The fchifm bill was- read the fecond time yefter- 
day, and committed for to-morrow, without a 
divifion. Every body is in the greateft confter- 
nation at your retirement, and wonders at the 
caufe. I tell them, it is for your health's fake* 
Mr Gay is made fecretary to my Lord Claren- 
don, and is very well pleafed with his promotion. 
The Queen is fo well, that the Sicilian Ambafla- 

dor 

* Swift having in vain endeavoured to bring about a recon* 
ciliation between Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke, retired 
about this time to the houfe of a friend, the Rev. Mr Geric, a1 
Wantage, in Berkfhire, who is ftili living. While he was there, 
he wrote a difcourfc, called, Free thoughts on the frefent fiate oj 
affairSf and fcnt it up to London : But fomc difTerence of opi* 
pion between him and Lord Bolingbroke, prevented its publica* 
tion at that time. The Queen died about ten weeks afterwards 
RDd the difcourfc has been Unce printed in his works. 
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dor hath his audience to-night. She can walk, 
thank God, and is very well recovered. Sir, 
your moft obedient humble fervant, 

TYRANT*. 



LETTER CXCII. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT, THE QJJEEn's DOMESTIC 
PHYSICIAN, TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Brother f, Stjame/s^ June 12, 1714. 

I AM glad your proud ftomach is come down, 
and that you fubmit to write to your friends* 
I was of opinion, that if they managed you right, 
they might bring you to be even fond of an ar- 
tide in the Poft-Boy, or Flying-Poft. As for 
the prefent ftate of our Court affairs, I thank 
God, I am almoft as ignorant as you are, to my 
great eafe and comfort. I have never enquired 
about' any thing, fince my Lady Mafham told 
the dragon :{:, that fhe would carry no more 
meflages, nor meddle nor make, &c. I don't 
know whether things were quite fo bad whea 
you went. The dragon manages this bill § pretty 

well, 

• Alderman Barber macle a prefent of Dr Swift*s picture, 
taken in the early time of his life, to the univerHty of Oxford* 

f One of the iixteen. 

\ Lord Trcafurer Oxford. 

§ To prevent the growth of ichifm, and for the further fccu- 
rity of the Church of England, as by law edablifhed. It pafTcd 
the Houfc of Xords, 13th June, 17 14. 
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well, for you know, that is hi^ forte : And 1 be* 
lieve, ^t the rate they go on, they will do mif- 
chief to thcmfelves, and good to nobody elfe. 

You know, that Gay goes to Hanover, and 
my Lord Treafurer has promifed to equip him. 
Monday is the day of departure ; and he is now 
dancing attendance, for money to buy him fhoes, 
ftockings, and linen. The Duchefs has turned 
him oflF *j which I am afraid will make the poor 
man's condition worfe, inftead of better. 

The dragon was with us on Saturday night laft, 
after having fent us really a moft excellent copy of 
verfes. I really believe, when he lays down, he 
will prove a very good poet. I remember the 
firft part of his verfes, was complaining of ill 
ufagcj and at laft he concludes, 

<« He that cares not to rule,^ will be fure to obef» 
« When fummon'd by Arbuthnot, Pope, Fameili 
^&d Gay." 

Pamell has been thinking of going chaplain to my 
Lord Clarendon f ; but they will not fay whether 
he (hould or no,t. I am to meet our club at the 
Pali-Mall cofFee-houfe, about one to day, where 
we cannot fail to remeriiber you. The Queen is 
in good health ; much in the fame circuioftances 
with the gentleman I mentioned, in attendance 

I upon 

* The Duchefs of Monmouth, to whom he had been ftcn* 
t«ry. 
f Who was fent by the Qoccn to the Court of Haaover. 
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upon her minifters, for fomething flie cannot 
obtain. My Lord and my J.ady Mafliam, and 
Lady Fair, remember you kindly ; and none with 
more fincere refpecl, than your afFe<Slionate bro- 
ther^ and humble fei vant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOrr. 



LETTER CXCIII. 

DR SWIFT TO THE EARL OF OXFORD *. 

My Lord, June 14, 1714. 

WH E N I was with you, I have faid more 
than once, that I would never allow 
quality or'ftation made any real difiercnce be- 
tween men. Being now abfent, and forgotten, I 
have changed my mind. You have a thoufand 
people who can pretend they love you, with as 
much appearance of fincerity as I ; fo that, ac- 
cording to common juftice, I can have but a thou- 
fandth part in return of what I give. And this dif- 
ference is wholly owing to your ftation. And the 
misfortune is ft ill the greater, becaufe I always loved 
you juft fo much the worfe for your ftation. For 
in your public capacity, you have often angered 
mc to the heart ; but as a private man, never once. 
Vol. XV. F So 

• This letter was written from Bcrkfliirc, after the DoOor 
had wholly quitted the rr.iniilry, upon finding it impoffible to 
reconcile the mirundcrflandings between the Lord Trcafurcr and 
the Secretary, aiv'ij't. 
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So that if I only look towards myfclf, I codid 
wifti you a private man to-morrow. For I have 
nothing to a£k, at lead nothing that you will, 
give, vrhich is the fame thing. And then you 
would fee whether I fhould not, with much more 
willingnefs, attend you in a retirement, whenever 
you pleafe to give me leave, than ever I did at 
London or Windfor. For thefe fentiments 1 will 
never write to you, if I can help it, otherwife 
than as to a private perfon, nor allow myfelf to 
have been obliged by you in any other capacity. 

The memory of one great inftance of your 
candour and juftice, I will carry to my grave ; that 
having been in a manner domeflic with you for 
almoft four years, it was never in the power of 
any public or concealed enemy, to make you think 
ill of me, though malice and envy were often em- 
ployed to that end. If I live, pofterity fiiall know 
that and more; which, though you, and fomc- 
body that fhall be namelefs, feem to value lefi 
than I (iould wifh, is all the return lean make 
you. Will you give me leave to fay, how I would 
defire to ftand in youv memory ? as one who was 
truly fenfible of the honour you did him, though 
he was too proud to be vain upon it ; as one 
who was neither afluming, officious, nor teafing, 
who never wilfully mifreprefented perfons or fa^s 
to you, nor confulted his paffions when he gave 
a charafter ; and, ladly, as one whofe indifcre- 
tions proceeded altogether from a weak head, and 
not an ill heart. I will add one thing more, 

which 
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TiVi. 



which 15 the higlieft conLplinient I can make, that 
I Dcver was afraid of offending you, nor am now 
in any pain for the manner I write to you in. I 
have faid enough, and, like one at your levee^ 
having made my bow, I fhrink back into the 
croud. I ami myLorJi &c. 

LETTER CXCIV. 

MR POPE TO DR SWIFT. 

June 18, I7I4* 

WHATEVER apologies it might become 
me to make at any other time for writ- 
ing to you, 1 fhall ufe none now, to a maji who 
has owned himfelf as fplenetic as a cat in the 
country. In that circumftance, I know by expe- 
rience, a letter is a very ufeful, as well as amufing 
thing. If you are too buficd in ftate affiiirs to 
read it, yet you may find entertainment in folding 
it into divers figures ; either doubling it into py- 
ramidical, or twifting it into a ferpentine form ; 
or, if your difpofition ihould not be fo matliema- 
tical, in taking it with you to that place where 
men of ftudious minds are apt to fit longer than 
ordinary 5 where, after an abrupt divifion of the 
paper, it may not be unpleafant to try to fit and 
rejoin the broken lines together. All thefc a- 
mufements I am no ftranger to in the country ; 
and doubt not, but by this time you begin to re- 
lifh them in your prefent contemplative fituation. 
F 2 I. 
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I remember a man who" was thought to have 
fome knowledge in the world, ufed to affirm 
that no people in town ever complained the; 
were forgotten by their friends in the country 
But my increafing experience convinces me h< 
was raiftaken ; for I find a great many here grie 
voufly complaining of you upon this fcore. 
am told further, that you treat the few you cor 
refpond with, in a very arrogant ftyle ; and tel 
them you admire at their infolence, in difturbinj 
your meditations, or even enquiring of your re 
treat*: But "this I will not pofitively aflert, be 
caufe I never received any fuch infulting epiftl 
from you. My Lord Oxford fays, you have no 
writtep to him once fince you went. But thi 
perhaps may be only policy in him, or you ; an( 
I, who am half a Whig, mufl not entirely credi 
any thing he affirn\s. At Button's it is repoite< 
you are gone to Hanover, and that Gay goes on 
ly on an embafly to you. Others apprehend fom 
dangerous State-Treatife from your retirement 
and a Wit,, who affefts to imitate Balfac, fayf 
That the miniftry now, are like thofe Heathens c 
old, who received their oracles from the wood* 
The Gentlemen of the Roman-C holic perfua 
fion are not unwilling to credit me, when I whii 
" per, that you are gone to meet fome Jefuits com 

miffione 



• Some time before the death of Q^ Anne, when her miniftc 
were quarrclHng,''and the Dean could not reconcile them, he r 
tired to a friend's houfc in Bcrklhire, and never faw them aft< 
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v;| miffioned from the Court of Rome, in order to 
fettle the moft convenient methods to be taken for 
the coming of the Pretender. Dr Arbuthnott is 
Angular in his opinion, and imagines your only 
defign is to attend at full leifure, to the life and 
adventures of Scriblerus *. This indeed nmft be 

1 granted of greater importance than all the reft ; 
and I wifh I could promife fo well of you. The 
top of my_^own ambition is to contribute to that 
great work, and I fhall tranflate Homer by the 
bye. Mf Gay has acquainfed you what progrefs 
I have made in it» I can't name Mr Gay, with- 

fe out all the acknowledgments which I fhall ever 
owe you on his account. If I writ this in verfe, 
I would tell you, you arc like the fun ; and while 
men imagine you to be retired or abfent, are 
hourly exerting your indulgence,' and bringing 
things to maturity for their advantage. Of ail 
the world, you are the man, {without flattery) 
who ferve your friends with the leaft oftentation : 
It is almoft ingratitude to thank you, confidering 
your temper 5 and this is the period of all my 
letter, which I fear you will think the moft im- 
pertinent. 1 am, with trueft affection, your's, &c. 
F 3 'let- 

••This project (in Avhich the principal pcrfors engaged were 
Dr Arbuthnott, Dr Swift, and Mr Fopc) was, to write a com- 
plete fatire in projc upon the abufes in every branch of fcience, 
comprifed in the hiftory of- the life and writings of Scriblerus. 
Of which only fome detached parts and fragments were done ; 
foch as, the Memoirs of Scriblerus, the Travels of Gulliver, the 
Trcatife of the Profund, the Literal Critlcifms en Virgil, 5ccv. 
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LETTER CXCV. ^ 

THOMAS HARLEY, ESQ. TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, June 19, 1214. 

YOUR letter gave me a great deal of plea- 
fure. 1 do not mean only the fatisfadtion 
one. muft always find in hearing from fo good 
a friend, who has diftingui/hed himfelf in the 
world, and formed a new character, which no 
body is vain enough to pretend to imitate. But 
you muft know, the moment after you difappear- . 
cd, I found it was to no purpofe to be unconcern- 
ed, and to flight (as I really have done) all the 
filly flories and fcherties I met with everyday; 
the "effeAs of felf-conceit, and a frightened, hafty 
defire of gain. They afked me. Has not the 
Dean left the town ? Is not Dr Swift gone into 
the country ? Yes. And I would have gone in- 
to the country too, if I had not learned, one 
cannot be hurt, till one turns one^s back: For 
which reafon, I will go no more on their er- 
rands. But ferioufly, you never heard fuch 
bellowing about the town, of the ftate of the 
nation, efpecially among fhe fliarpers, fellers of 
bear-flcins *, and the reft of that kind ; nor 

fuch 

• Stock-jobbers. He who fells that of which he is not pof- 
feflcd, is faid, proverbially, to fell the bear*s fkin, while the 
hear runs into the woods. And it being common for ftock- 
jobbers to make contracts for transferring ftock at a future time, 
though they were not pofltffed of the ftock to be transferred, 
tbc^ were called fcUcrs of bcar-ikins. 
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fuch crying and fqualling among the Ladies : In- 
fomuch that it has at laft reached the Houfe of 
Commons ; which I am forry for, becaufc it js 
hot and uneafy fitting there in this feafon of the 
year. But I was told to-day, that in fome <coun-> 
tricf, people are forced to watch day and night, 
to keep wild beafts out of their corn. Do you 
not pity me, for yielding to fuch grave fayings, 
to be flifled every day in the Houfe of Com- 
mons ? 

When I was out of England, I ufed to receive 
four or five letters each poft, with this paflage : 
" As for what pafles here, you will be informed 
. '* by others much better ; therefore I fliall not 
" trouble you with any thing of that fort." 
You will give leave to ufe it now, as my excufe 
to you for not writing news. I hope honeft 
Gay will be better fupplied by fome friend or 
other. Before I received your diredlion, I had 
ordered my fervant, who comes next Monday 
out of Herefordfhire, to leave your horfe at 
the Crown in Farrington, where you can eafily 
fend for him. I hear he was fo fat, they could 
not travel him till he was taken down ; and I 
ordered he fhould go fhort journles : lie is of 
a good breed, and tlierefore I hope will prove 
well; if not, ufe hitn like a baftard, and I will 
chufe another for you. ' I am. Sir, your moft 
faithful humble fcrvant, T. HAllLEY.* 

L E T- 

• This gentleman was coiifin to the Lord TrcaAircr. He 
died in January 1737, and left his cftatcto Edward Harlcy, I^fq. 
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LETTER CXCVI. 

MR THOMAS, SECkETARY TO LORD TREA- 
SURER, TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, June 12^ I7i4» 

IT was with fome difficulty, that I prevailed 
with myfelf to forbear acknowledging youf 
kind letter. I can only tell you, it (h^ll be the 
bufinefs of my life, to endeavour to deferve the 
opinion you exprefs of me, and thereby to re- 
commend myfelf to the .continuance of your 
friendfhip. 

My Lord Treafurcr does, upon all occafionsj. 
do juftice to your merit ; and has exprefled to 
. all his friends, the great efteem he has for fa- 
hearty and honeft a friend, and particularly on 
occafion of the letter you mention to have lately 
writ to him. And all his friends can inform 
you, with what pleafure he communicated it to 
them. 

And now for bufinefs ; I am to acquaint you, 
that laft Thurfday I received the 50 1. (which 
now waits your orders) and dated your receipt 
accordingly, which I delivered to Mr Wetham, 
who paid me the money. 

I do not pretend to tdl you how matters go. 
Our friend fays very bad. I am fanguine enough 
to hope not worfe. I am, with all poffible efteem, , 
ever your's. 

LET- 
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LETTER CXCYir. 

DR AKBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear-Brother, KenfingUn^ June 26, 17 14. 

I HAD almoft refolvtd not to write to you, 
for fear of difturbing fo happy a flatc as you 
dcfcribe. On the other hand, a little of the 
devil, that cannot endure any body fliould enjoy 
a paradife, almoll: provoked me to give you a 
long and melancholy ft^ate of our affairs. For 
you muft know, that it is juft my own cafe. I 
have with great induftry endeavoured to live in 
ignorance, but at the fame time would enjoy Kcn- 
fiogton Garden ; and then fomc bufy difcontent- 
cd body or another comes juft crofs me, and be- 
gins a difmal ftory; and, before 1 go to fupper, 
I am as full of grievance as the mod knowing of 
them. 

I will plague you a little, by telling you the 
dragon dies hard. He is now kicking and cuffing 
about him like the devil ; and you know parlia- 
' mentary management is the forte, but no hopes 
of any fettlement between the two champions. 
The dragon faid la(l night to my Lady Mafham 
and me, fhat it is mth great induftry he keeps 
his friends,, who are very numerous, from pull- 
ing all to pieces. Gay had a hundred pounds 
in due time, and went away a happy man. I 
have folicited both Lord Trcafurer and Lord Bo- 
lingbroke ftrongly for the Farnelian^ and gave 

them 
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them a niemorial the other day. Lord Treafu- 
rer fpeaks mighty affe&ionately of him, which 
you know is an ill fign in ecclefiaftical prefer- 
ments. Witnefs fome, that you and I know, 
when the contrary was the beft fign in the world. 
Pray remember Martin *, who is an innocent 
fellow, and will not difturb your foBtude. The 
ridicule of medicine is fo copious a fubjeft, that 
I mufl: only here and there touch it. I hav« 
made him ftudy phyfic from the apothecary^ 
bill, where there is a good plentiful field foe 
fatire upon the prcfent pradlice. One of his pro- 
jefts was, by a ftamp upon bliftering plaifteirs, and 
melilot by the yard, to raife money for the go- 
vernment, and to give it to Ratcliffe and othen 
to farm. But there was like to be a petitioa from 
the inhabitants of London and Weftminfter, who 
had no mind to be flea'd. There was a problem 
about the dofes of purging medicines publifhed 
four years ago, fhewing, that they ought to be 
in proportion to the bulk of the patient. From 
thence Martin endeavours to determine the quc- 
ftion about the weight of the ancient men, by 
the dofes of phyfic that were given them. One 
of his befl inventions, was a map of difeafes fop 
the three cavities of the l)ody, and one for the 
external parts ; jufl like the four quarters of the 
world. Then the great difeafes are like capital 
cities, with their fymptoms all like flreets and 
fuburbs, with the roads that lead to other dif- 
eafes. 

♦ Mart'mus Scriblcrus, of whom Pope, Arbuthnott, and 
4>thers, were to write the memoirs. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 71 

cafes. It is thicker ftt with towns, than any Flan- 
ders map you ever faw. RatcliSc is painted at 
the corner of the map, contending for the iftii- 
vcrfal empire of this world ; and the reft of the 
phyficians oppofing his ambitious deiigos,^ with 
aprojeA of a treaty of partition to fettle peace. 

There is an excellent fubje<S): of ridicule from 
ibme of the German pKyiicians, who fet up a 
fendtive foul, as a fort of a firft minifter to the 
rational. Helmont calls him Archaeus. Dolxus 
calis| him Microcofinetor. He has under him 
feveral other genii, tbgt refide in the particular 
^ parts of the body, particularly prince Cardimc- 
lech, in the heart ; Gafteronax, in the ftomach ; 
and the Plaftic Prince, in the organs of genera- 
tion. I believe I could make you laugh at the ex- 
plication of diftempe^, from the wars and allian- 
ces of thofe princes j and how the firft minifter 
gets the better of his miftrefs, Anima Rationalis. 

The beft is, that it is making reprifab upon 
the politicians, who are fure to allegorife all the 
animal oeconomy into ftate aftairs. Pope has 
been coUeAing high flights of poetry, which are 
very good ; they are to be folemn nonfenfe. 

I thought upon the following the other day, 
as I was going into my coach, the duft being 
troublefome : 

The duft in fmaller particles arofe. 
Than thofe which fluid bodies do compofe : 
Contraries in e5:tremes do often meet ; 
Twas now fo dry, that you might call it wet. 
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I don't give you thefe hints to divert you, but 
that you may have your thoughts, and work 
upon them. 

I know you love me heartily j and yet I will 
not own, that you love me better than I love 
you. My Lord and Lady Mafliam love you too, 
and read your letter to me with pleafure,. My 
Lady fays fhe will write to you, whether you 
write to her or not. Dear friend, adieu. 



LETTER CXCVIIL 

MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT. 

Honoured Sir, London^ July€y 1714. 

I 'HAD your's of the 3d inftant, and am hfear- 
tily glad of your being in health, which I 
hope will continue. Pray draw what bills you 
pleafe : I'll pay them on demand. 

I fortunately met Lord Bolingbroke yefterday, 
the minute I had your letter. I attacked him 
for fome wine, and he immediately ordered you 
two ^ozen of red French wine, and one dozen of 
ftrong Arizana white wine. The hamper will be 
fent to-morrow by Robert Stone, the Wantage 
carrier, aa»j will be there on Friday. I am afraid 
it will coft you 5s. to George, my Lord's butler 5 
but I vould do nothhig without order. My 
Lord bid me tell you this morning, that he wiU 
write to you, and let you know, that as great a 
I philofophcr 
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philofopher as you are, you have had the pip ; 
that the public affairs arc carried on, with the 
fame zeal, and quick difpatch, as when you was 
there ; nay, that they are improved in feveral 
particulars ; that the fame good underhand ing 
continues ; that he hopes the world will be the 
better for your retirement ; that your inimitable 
pen was never more wanted than now ; and more, 
which I cannot remember. I believe he cxpecSb 
you fliould write to him. He fpoke many affec- 
tionate and handfome things in your favour. I 
told him your ftory of the fpanici, which made 
him laugh heartily. I am, &c. 

LETTER CXCIX. 

MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, LamherUHilly July 6y 1714. 

I Thankfully acknowledge the receipt of a pac- 
ket * fent laft Sunday. I have Ihewn it on- 
ly to one perfon, who is charmed with it, and 
will make fome fmall alterations and additions to 
it, with your leave. You will the eaiier give 
leave, when I tell you, that it is one of the beft 
pens in England. Pray favour me with a line. 
I am. Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 

JOHN BARBER. 

Indorfed thus by the Dean : 

John Barber* s letter ahctit the pamphlet. 
Vol. XV. G LET- 

• Probably, Free thoughts on the prefcnt (late of affairs. 
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LETTER CC. 

MR THOMAS, SECRETARY TO LORD T 
SURER, TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, July 6, i 

I SHOULD not have prefumed to brcs 
upon your retirements, nor fo much a 
quire for your addrefs, had not the inc 
given irte a fair "occafion to afk after your h( 
I need not add 'any thing to what the p 
will inform you touching that affair. The 
fon mentioned in the Baron's letter, has no 
called upon. me. When you have indorfec 
letter of attorney, pleafe to retufn that, an 
Baron's letter, that I may follow his dire^ 
I dare not mention any thing of politics, tc 
that has purpofcly withdrawn himfelf fron 
din of it. I fhall only tell you, that your fr 
applaud your conduct, with relation to your 
cafe ; but they think it hard you fhould abc 
at a jundlure your friendfhip feems to be oi 
moft ufc to them. I am fure fome of them 
your advice, as well as affiftance. You wil 
give this digrefHon from bufiners, when 
you, I fhall not repeat this trouble, not h 
£b much as kept a copy of your direftion. 
may dircft your commands to me, under < 
to our common friend. I hope you believ 
too fenfible of obligations, to need formal j 
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mces of the fincere refpeft, wherewith I am, 
Rev. Sir, your moft obedient and moft humble 
fcrvant, WILLIAM THOMAS. 



LETTER CCI. 

ER*ASMUS LEWIS, ES(^ TO DR SWIFT. 

SI R, Whitehall, July 6, 1714. 

YOU give me fuch good reafons for your 
de£ire of knowing what becomes of our 
grand affair, that, to oblige you, and perhaps 
to give myfelf vent, I will tell you what I think 
on it. The two Ladies * feem to have deter- 
mined the fall of the dragon f , and to entertain 
a chimerical notion, that there fhall be no Mon- 
ficur le Premier, but that all power (hall refidc 
in one, and profit in the other. The man of 
Mercury % foothes them in this notion, with 
great dexterity and reafon ; for he will be Mon- 
ficur le Premier then of courfe, by virtue of the 
little feal. His character is too bad to carry the 
great enfigns ; therefore he takes another me- 
thod, and I think it very artful, viz. to con- 
tinue his prefent flation, to which the power 
may altogether be as properly attached as to the 
wand. In this brangle I am no otherwife con- 
cerned, than that I muft lofe part of the plcafurc 
G 2 I 

• The Queen, and Lady Somcrfct. 

\ Lord Trcafurcr Oxford. \ Lord Bolingbrokc. 
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I had in the converfation of my friends* And^ 
that I am really appreheniive the two Ladies may 
fuffcr by the undertaking ; for the man of JMer- 
cury's bottom is too narrow, his faults of the 
firlt magnitude ; and we cannot find, that there 
is any fcheme in the world how to proceed. 
Mercurialis * complains, that the dragon, f has 
ufed him barbaroufly ; that he is in witfi the 
democraticals, and never conferred a fingle obli- 
gation upon him fince he had the wand, Le 
temps nous ecUircira. 

I propofc to move on the 2d of Auguft to 
Bcith, and to ftay there, or go from thence^ 
according as our chaos fettles here. I believe I 
fhall not go to Abercathy, othcrwife I would 
attend you. Shall not we meet at Bath f Bcfforc 
I began this paragraph, I (hould have added 
fomething to the former, which is, that the 
the dragon is accufed of having betrayed his 
friends yefterday, upon the matter of the three 
explanatory articles of the Spnnifh treaty of corn* 
merce, which he allowed not to be beneficial ; 
and that the Queen might better prefs for their 
being changed, if it was the fenfe of the Houfc 
they ought to be fo. The addrefs then paf!ed 
without a negative. 

I thank you for the account you gave me of 
the farm in Buckinghamfliire. I could like the 
thing, and the price too, very well ; but whea 
it comes to a point, I own my weaknefs to you. 

• Lord Bolin^brokt. f ^^^ Trcafurer. 
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' I can't work myfelf up to a refolution, whilft I 
have any hope of the 200 L a-year I told you of 
m xDjr own pariHi^ it lies now at fale : If I mifs, 
I would catch greedily at the other. 

When I am at the Bath, I will fet down the 
Iiiats you defire. 



LETTER ecu. 

CHARLES FORD, ESQJ * TO DR SWIFT. 

. Indof fed. Affairs go worfe. London, July 6. * 

IF Barber be not a very great blockhead, I 
fhall foon fend you a letter in print, in an- 
fwer to your laft : I hope it may be next port, for 
he had it on Sunday. I took care to blot out 
the e's out of onely, and the a's out of fcheame,, 
which I fuppofe b the meaning of your queftion,. 
whether I correfted it ? I don't know any other 
alteration is wanted 5 an J I made none, except in 
one paragraph, that I changed the prefcnt to the 
paft tenfe four times j and I am not fur<p I did 
Hght in it neither. There is fb great a tendernefs 

and regard all along to the , that I could have 

wifhed thisexpreilibn had been out, [the uncer- 
tain timorous nature of the ]. But there^ 
was no ftriking it out, without fpoiling the beauty 
G 3 of 

• This gentleman was by the Dean's intercft made Gazetteer. . 
See the Dean's Letter to Mrs Dingley, dated July 1,171a. 
f. The year is omitted, but it (hould be ;I7I4» 
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of the paflkge ; and, as if I had been the au' 
myfelf, I preferred beauty to difcretion. I n 
think it is at leaft equal to any thing you 1 
writ ; and I dare fay, it will do great fervice 
matters ftand at prefent *. 

The Colonel f, and his friends, give the g 
for loft on their fide ; and I believe, by next w 
we ihall fee Lord Bolingbroke at the head of 
fairs. The Bifliop of Rochefter % is to be I 
Privy Seal. They talk of feveral other alterati 
as, that my Lord Trevor is to be Prefident of 
Council ; Lord Abingdon, Lord Chamberl; 
Lord Anglefey, Lord Lieutenant of Irela 
that Mr Bromley || is to go out, and a great m 
more in lefler employments. I fancy thefe 
ports are fpread, to draw in as many as they 
to oppofe the ncW fcheme. I can hardly it 
any body will be turned out of the Cabinet, 
cept the Treafurer and the Privy Seal §. Perl 
my Lord Paulct fl may lay down. Certainly 

Secre 

* It is not' known, that the Dean publiftied, or was abo 
publifti, any thing at this time, except the Free Thoughts. 
therefore probable, that this tra£l was printing, or printed, 
the Dean fupprefled it for the reafons mentioned before, 
words, however, which Mr Ford fays he could have wiftit 
have blotted out, but;fl3ared for the beauty of the pafTagc 
not to be found in the copy printed in the Dean*s woiks ; i 
it cafy to determine, where they originally flood. 
' t Lord Oxford. 

if Sec Lewis's Letter of Anrjuft lo, 1 7 14. 

t] Secretary for the Northern Provinces. 

§ Lord Dartmouth, 

^ Lord Steward. 
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Secretary may continue in, if he pleafes *, and I 
don't hear that he is difpofed to refign, or that 
he is fo attached to any minif^er, as to enter into 
their refentments. What has John of Bucks * 
done ? and yet the report is very ftrong, that he 

is to be fucceeded by my Lord T or f . The 

Duke of Shrewfbury was one, out of eight or nine 
Lor^'that ftood by my Lord Bolingbrokc yefter- 
iif, in the debate about the Spanifh treaty^ and 
ipoke with a good deal of fpirit. Is it likely he 
is to be turned out of all ? The Lords have made 
a reprefentation to tha Queen, in which they de- 
fire her to furmount the infurmountable difficul- 
ties the Spaniih trade lies under by the lafl treaty. 
It is thought there was a majority in the Houfe, 
to have prevented fuch a refledlion upon the trea- 
ty, if they had come to a diviiion. The clamour 
of the merchants, Whig and Tory, has been too 
great to have pafled a vote in vindication of it as 
it ftands ratified. But my Lord Anglefey, and his 
^adron, feemed willing to oppofe any cenfure 
pf it ; and yet this reprefentation was fuffered to 
pafs, no-body knows how. To-day they are to 
t^e into confideration the Queen's ahiwer to 
their addrefs, defiring to know who advifed her 
to ratify the explanation of the three articles. 
She fcnt them word, fhe thought there was little 

difference 

• John Sheffield, Duke of Bucki;igham(hirc. 
f TrcTor, Lojd Chief Jufticc of the Common Pleas. He had 
bce/i created Lord Trevor of Bromham, in Bcdfordlhire, Jan. i, 
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difference between that^ and what was figned at 
Utrecht. When they rife, I will tell you what 
they have done. The lad money-bill was fent up 
yeftcrday ; fo that, in all probability, the Parlia- 
ment will be up in two or three days, and then 
we fhall be entertained with Court affairs. I hope 
you got mine laft poO:, and one a fortnight ago. 
Will the change of the miniftry affedl £lwx)od ? 
He is in pain about it. I am told the people -of 
Ireland are making a ftrong oppofition againfl: 
the prefent Provoft. 

The confideration of the Queen's anfwer is 
deferred till to-morrow. I am now with Lord 
Guilford, and three other Commiffioners of 
Trade, who were examined to-day at the bar- 
of the Houfe of Lords, They are prodigi- 
oufly pleafed with what has been done. But I 
don't underftand it well enough, to give you an 
account of it. For the rapture they are in, hin- 
ders them from e:5qplaining themfelves clearly. I 
can only gather, from their manner of difcourfcj^, 
that they are come off" without cenfure. 



LETTER CCin. 

CHARLES FORD, ES(^', TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, London y July lo, 17 14* 

WHAT anfwer (hall I fend ? I am againft 
any alteration ; but additions, 1 think,, 
ought by no means to be allowed. I wiOi I 1^ 

called; 
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called fooner at St Dunflan's ; but I did ncft ex- 
ped it would have come out till Thurfday, and 
therefore did not go there till yeftcrday. Pray let 
me know what you would have done. Barber was 
a blockhead to have fhewed it at all ; but who 
can help that ? Write an anfwer, either for your- 
&lf, or me ; but I beg of you to make no cond&- 
fcenfions *. 

Yefterday put an end to the Seffion, and to 
your pain- We gained a glorious vidlory at the 
Houfe of Lords, the day before : The attack was 
made immediately on Arthur Moore f, who ap- 
peared at the bar with the other Commifiioners 
of the Trade. The South-Sea Company had pre- 
pared the way for a cenfure, by voting him guilty 
of a breach of truiV, and incapable of ferving 
them in any office for the future. This pafled 
without hearing what he had to fey in his de- 
fence, and had the ufual fate of fuch uni^afonable 
rcflcffions. Thofe who propofcd the rt folutions, 
were blamed for their violence ; and the pcrfon 
accufed, appearing to be lefs guilty than they 
made him, was thought to be more innocent than 
I dOubt he is. The Whigs propofed two quef- 
tions in the Houfe of Lords againft him, and loft 
both 5 one, by twelve } and the other, 1 think, by 

eighteen votes. 

Court 

• This probably relates to the Free Tkoughu, 

t One of the CommiOioners of Trade and Plantations, who 
was accufed of being bribed by the Court of Spain, to favour that 
kingdom in the treaty of commerce made between it and Eng- 
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. Cour^ affairs go on as they did. The cry is 
ftill on the Captain's fide *.. Is not he the pcr- 
fon Barber means, by one 6f the beft pens ia 
England ? Tt is only my own conjcfture, but I 
can think of no body elfe. Have you the Queen's 
fpeech, the Lords addrefs/&c. or fhall I fend 
them to you ? and do you want a comment ? 
Have Pope and Parnell been to vifit you, as they 
intended ? ^ 

I had a letter yefterday from Gay, who is at 
the Hague, and prefents his humble fervice to 
you. He has writ to Mr Lewis too ; but his rc- 
fpeft makes him keep greater diftance with him ; 
and I think mine is the pleafanter letter^ which 
I am forry for. 

"We were alarmed by B. f , two days ago r He 
fent Tooke word,-om' friend was ill in the coun- 
try ; which we did not know how to interpret, 
till he explained it. It was Mrs M.' J he meant i 
but fhe is in no danger. Pray, write immediate- 
ly, that there may be no further cklay to wiiat 
we ought to have had a week ago. 

LET- 



• I^ord BoHngbrokc ; aUuding to his difference with Lord 
Oxford. See the next Letter. 

f Probably John Barber. 

^ Probably Mrs Manley, the writer of the Atlantit, who lived 
with Barber at that time. 
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LETTER CCV. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Brother, Kenjington^ July 10, 1714. 

I HAVE talked of your affairs to nobody but 
my Lady Maiham. She tells me, that fhe 
has it very#much at heart, and would gladly do 
it for her.own fake, and that of her friends j but 
thinks it not a fit feafon to fpcak about it. We 
are indeed in fuch a ftrange condition as to poli- 
tics, that nobody can tell now, who is for who. 
It were really worth your while to be here, for 
four-and-twenty hours only, to confider the odd- 
nefe of the fcene. I am fure^t would make you 
relifh your country life the better. 

The dragon holds faft, with a dead grip, the 
little machine *. If he would have taken but 
half fo much pains to have done other things, as 
he has of late, to exert himfelf againft the Efquire, 
he might have been a dragon, inftead of a dagon. 
I would no more have fuffered and done what 
he has, than I would have fold myfclf to the 
gallies. Hac inter nos. However, they have 
now got rid of the parliament, and may have 
time to think of a fcheme : Perhaps they may 
have one already. I know nothing ; but it is fit 
to rally the broken forces under fome head or 
another. They really did very well the laft day 

but 
• His Trcafurcr*s ftaff. 
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but one in the Houfe of Lords ; but yefterday 
they were in a flame about the Queen's anfwer, 
till the Queen came in, and put an end to it. 

The dragon (hewed me your letter, and feem- 
cd mightily pleafed with it. He .has paid ten 
pounds for the manufcnpt, of which I believe 
there are feveral in town* 

It is a * hiftory of the lafl: invafion of Scot- 
land, wrote juft as plain, though not fo well, as 
another hiftory, which you and I know, with 
I characters 

• This hiftory was publifhed about ten days after ; being 
conveyed to the pr«fs by ibme of the tranfcribing clerks. The 
author laments the mifcarriagc of the Pretender's expedition to 
Scotland; and hates the Union, as a bar to the like deiigns of 
France for the future. It is plain enough from the preface, 
•what induced Dr Arbuthnott (who had only read the firft two 
(heets of it in manufcript) to fay to the Dean, "It was wrote as 
plain, though not fo weH, as another hiftory, that you and I 
know." He means here, Dr Swift*s hiftory of the peace of 
Utrecht, which he had tbto| written, and had (bewn to moft of 
his friends. The Scotch author gives this account of his owa 
work in the preface : ** That having ufcd a little freedom with 
Several pcrfons of rank and power, in the chara^ers I have given 
of them, and in the relation of feveral matters of fa£t; com- 
mon prudence requires thefc memoirs ftiouUl lie dormant, tili 
iiich be out of capacity to refent the fame, either on myfclf, or 
pofterity.'* From thefc words it is plain, Dr Arbuthnott did 
cxpe^ to find the chara^ers of fome confiderable peribns of that 
age drawn in that work, with tlie fame freedom, that he found 
fome others in the Dean's hiftory ; though he well knew, tliat 
this obfcure writer was as far inferior to his friend in genius, as 
he was different in principles, tb.e Dean having always been fo 
firmly Attached to the Proteftant fettlement, that he never did, 
cither dire£tly, or indirectly, write, or advife his friends to write, 
one word in favour of the Pretender. • 
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charafters of all the men now living, the very 
names, and invitation tliat was fent to the Pre- 
tender. This by a flaming Jacobite, tliat won- 
ders all the world are not fo. Perhaps it may be 
a Whig, that perfonates a Jacobite. I idw two 
flieets of the beginning, which was trcafon every 
line. If it goes on at the fame rate of plain- 
dealing, it is a very extraordinary piece, and 
worth your while to come up to fee it only. Mr 
Lockhart, they fay, owns it. It is no more his, 
than it is mine. ]3o not be fo dogged ; but, af- 
ter the firft (bower, come up to town for a week 
or fo. It is worth your while. Your friends 
will be glad to fee you, and none more tliau my- 
felf. Adieu. 



L E T- T E R CCV. 

LORD BOLINGBROKtt'TO DR SWIFT. 

I NEVER laughed, my dear Dean, at your 
leaving the town : On the contrary, 1 thought 
the refolution of doing fo, at the time when you 
took it, a very wife one. But, I confefs, I 
laughed, and very heartily too, when I heard, 
that you affe<^ed to find, within the village of 
Letcombe, all your heart dcfired. In a word, I 
judged of you, juft as you tell me in your letter, 
that I (hould judge. If my grooms did not live 
Vol. XV. H a 
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a l\appier life than I have done this great whiles 
I am fure they would quit my fervice. Be plea- 
fed to apply this reflection. Indeed, I wifti I 
had been with you, with Pope and Parnell, qui- 
bus neque animi catididiores. In a little time, per- 
haps, 1 may have leifure to be happy. I con- 
tinue in the fame opinions and refolutions as you 
left me in y I will ftand or fall by them. Adieu. 

No alteration in my fortune, or circumftances, 
can alter that fincere friendfliip, with which I 
am, dear Dean, your's. 

I fancy you will have a vifit from that great 
politician and cafuifl:, the Duke *^ He is at Ox- 
ford, with Mr Clarke f* 



LETTER CCVL 

CHARLES FORD, ESCL; TO DR SWIFT $• 

London y July 15, 1714- 

YO U fee I was in the right 5 but I could 
wifli the booby § had not convinced me, 
by naming my Lord Bolingbroke, and then I 
fhould have dealt well enough with him. Since 
it has happened fo, the beft remedy I could 

think 

• Perhaps the Duke of Ormond. 

f George Clarke, f)o£lor of Laws, Fcliow of All S6uls, who 
had been Secretary to Prince George of Denmark, as Lord 
High Admiral, and wJs Member of Parliament for the Unx- 
vtrfity of Oxford. 

I Dr Swift was at this time in Berklhire. § Barber. 
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think of, was, to write him a very civil anfwer > 
in which, however, I h.i\^e dcfired to fee th(5 
alteraiio'ns : This is mentioned with great rcfpect 
to my Lord. Though he is promifed to liave It 
again to-morrow, it is^ probable he may be dif- 
appointed ; and there may be tlaie enough for 
mc to receive your dire«5lions what I (hall do, 
when I get it into, my hands. If the aherations 
arc material. Shall I fend it to fome other printer 
as it was firft written * ? llefleil upon every 
thing you think likely to happen, and. tell me 
before-hand what is proper to be done, that no 
more time may be loft. I hate the dog, for mak- 
ing his court in fuch manner. 

I am very forry you have had occafion to re- 
move your premier minifter. We are told now, 
we ihall have no change in our's, and that the 
Duke of Shrewfbury will pcrfeftly reconcile all 
matters. I am fure you will not believe this, any 
more than I do 5 but tlie dragon f has been more 
chearful than xifual for three or four days ; and 
therefore people conclude the breaches are heal- 
ed. I rather incline to the opinion of thofe who 
fay he is to be made a Duke, and to have a pen- 
fion. Another reafon given why there is to be 
no change, is, becaufc the parliament was not 
adjourned to iflue new writs in the room of thofe 
H 2 who 

• This was a patnphlct, intltled, Thnghts on the Pre/cut Stale 
tfAffdrs, The Queca*s death prevented the publication of it 
io thofe tiroes. It never appeared until the year 7741. 

t The Earl of Oxford. 
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who wei'e to come in upon the new fchemc, thak 
they might lit in the Houfe at the next meetings 
But I can't fee why an adjournment may not do- 
as well at the beginning as at the end of a Seffion i 
ixnd certainly it will difpleafe lefs in January or 
February J thrin it would have done in July. ' The 
WJiigs give out, the Duke of Marlborough is 
coming over, and his houfe is actually now fitting^ 
up at St Jvimcs's. We have had more variety of 
lies of late, than ever I remember. The hiftory 
we were form.erly talking of, would fwcll to a. 
pi'odigi JUS fize, if it was carried on. There ij^aS' 
a fire Lift ni^ht in Tower-Hill, that burnt down ' 
forty or fifty houfes. You fay nothing of com<^ 
ing to town. I hope you don't mean to ftcal 
away to Ireland, without feeing us. 

LETTER CCVIL 

ERASMUS LE.WIS, ESQ^; TO DR SWIFT. 

>/;f 17, I714. 

I AM forry to find, by thofe that have freOier 
advices from you, than your's of the ele- 
venth inftant to me, that Parvifol^s *' conduft 

puts 

♦ Parvlfbl was the Dean's agent in Ireland. The Dean's ob- 
fcrvations on the n?mes marked A, B, C, arc thus written on 
the blank part of the original letter, f A] Mr Mafliam, who 
was the Quecn'5 favourite, - fell out in a rage, reproaching Lord 
Oxford very injurioufly. [B] The Dragon, Lord Treafurer Ox- 
ford, fo called by the Dean, by contraries ; for he was t^e. 
xnildeft, wifeft, and bcft minifter that ever fcrved a Prince 
[Q] Lord Bolingbroke, called fo by Mr Lewis. 
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puts you under a neccffity of changing the admi- 
niftration ; for it will probably draw you to Ire- 
land whether you will or no. Howover, I hope 
to fte you at Bath three weeks hence, whatever 
happens. '^^ I meet with no man or woman, who 
pretend, upon any probable grounds, to judge 
who will carry the great point. [A] our female 
friendj told [B] the dragon, in her own houfe, 
hft Thurfday morning, thefe words: " You never 
did the Queen any fervicc, nor are you capable 
of doing her any.** He made no reply, but Tup- 
ped ^ith her, and [C] Tvlercurialis, that night, at 
her own houfe. His revenge is not the lels me- 
ditated for that. He tells the words clearly artd 
diftinftly to all mankind. Thofe who range un- 
der his banner, call her ten thoufand bitches and 
kitchen-wenches. Thofe wno hate him, do the 
fame. And' from my heart I grieve, that fhe 
fiiould give fucli a loofc to her pafiion •, for fhc 
is fufceptible of true friendfliip, and has many 
fociablo and domeftic virtues. The grgat attor- 
ney *, who made you the fliam offer of the 
Yorkfhire living, had a long conference with the 
dragon on Thurfday, kiffed him at parting, and 
curfed him at night. He went to the country 
yefterday ; from whence, fomc conjefture, no* 
thing confiderable will be done foon. Lord Har- 
ky f, and Lady Harriot f , went this morning ta 
H 3 Oxford. 

• Perhaps I^ord Chancellor Harcourt. 

t Edward, fon to the Lord Trcafurer Oxford. 

♦ Wife of Lord Harlcy. 
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Oxford. He has finiflied all matters with Lord 
Pelham *, as far as can be done without an A€t 
of Parliament* The compofition was figned by 
the auditor, and Naylor,. brother-in-law to Pel- 
bam. This (iay fe'nnight Lord Hgrley is to have 
the whole Cavendifh eftate, which is valued at 
ten thoufand pounds per annum^ and has upk)n it 
forty thoufand pounds worth of timber. But 
three of this ten thoufand pounds a-year, he had 
by the will. He remits to Lord Pelham the 
twenty thoufand pounds charged for Lady Har* 
riot's fortune on the Holies eftate ; and gives him 
fome patches of land, that lye convenient to him, 
to the value of about twenty thoufand ^pounds 
more. According to my computation, Lord 
Harley gets by the agreement (if the timber is 
worth forty thoufand pounds) one hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds ; and when the jointures 
fall in to him, will have fixteen thoufand pounds 
a-year. But the cant is, twenty-fix thoufand 
pounds. Lord Pelham will really have twenty- 
/ fix thoufand pounds a-year from the Newcaftle 
family, which, with his paternal eftate, will be 
twice as much ^s Lord Harley 's. The eftate of 
the latter is judged to be in the beft condition ; 
and fome vain-glorious friends of our^ fay, it is 
worth more than the other's j but let that pafs. 
Adieu. 

LET- 

* The prcfcnt Duke of NcwcaiUc. 
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LETTER CCVin. 

LORI> HARLET TO DR SWIFT. 

Brother *.Sw»FT^ July i^^ 1714- 

YOUR fifter f has at laft got rid of her 
lawyers. We are juft fetting out for Ox- 
ford, where we hope to fee you. I am your 
affeftionate brother^ HARLEY* 

L <E T T E R CCIX. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Brother^ London^ July 17, 1714. 

I THOUGHT it neceffiiry to fpeak to Lady 
Mafliam about that affair, becaufe I believe 
It will be neceflary to give her Majefty,the fame 
notion of it, which the memorial does J, and 
not that you^ are afking a little fcandalous (alary 

for 

• A company of Uxtccn, all men of the firft clafs,, Swift ii> 
eluded, dined once a week at the houfc of cacli other, by rota- 
tion, and went under the general denomination of Brothers; 
Tlic number was afterwards enlarged, and they dined at a 
tavern every Thurfday. Lord Harley was one, which accounts 
for the addrefs of tjiis Letter. 

t Lady Henrietta Harley, wife of Lord Harley. 

I A memorial to the Queen, hnmbly defiring her Majefly to 
appoint him hiftoriographcr. See Swift's Letter to Mifs Vaa»» 
iomrigb, in this coUe^lion, dated Auguft 1, 17 14. 
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for a fin ecu re. Lewis defpairs of it, and thinks 
it qui^e over fince a certain affair. I will not 
think fo. I gave your letter, with the inclofed 
memorial cavalierment^ to Lord Bolingbroke. He 
read it, and feemed concerned at fome part of 
it, cxprefling hiinfelf thus •, ** That it would be 
<* amongft the eternal fcandals of the governmenr, 
** to fuffer a man of your charafter, that had fo 
<« welldeferved of them, to have the lead im- 
*^ eafy thought about thofe matters*" As to 
the fifty pounds, he was ready to pay it ; and, 
if he had it about him, would have given it me. 
The dragon was all the while walking with the 
Duke of ShrewfiDury. So my Lord Bolingbroke 
told me, " I would immediately ftir in this mat- 
** ter, but I know not how I fi:and with fome 
** folks ;" (for the Duke of Shrewfljury has 
taken himfelf to the dragon in appearance). ** I 
•* know how I ftand with that man " (pointing 
to the dragon). " But as to the- other, I can- 
•^ not tell : However, I will claim his promife :" 
j^nd fo he took the memorial. 

Do not think I make you a bare compliment 
in what I am going to fay : For I can aflure you 
I am in earneft. I am in hopes to have twa 
- hundred pounds before 1 go out of town, and 
you may command all or any part of it you 
pleafe, as long as you have occafion for it. I 
know what you will fay ; " To fee a fcoundrel 
•* pretend to offer to lend me money." Our 
fituation at prefcnt is in Ihort thus : They have 

rompu 
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rompu en viftere with the dragon, and yet don't 
know how to do without him. My Liidy Ma- 
fham has in a manner bid. hiin defiance, without 
any fcheme or likencfs of it, in any form or 
fhape, as far as I can fee. Notwithftanding he 
vifits, cringes, flatters, &c. which is beyond my 
comprehenfion. 

I have a very comical account of Letcombe, 

and the Dean of St Patrick's, from Pope, with 

an epifode of the burning-glafs. I was going to 

make an epigram upon the imagination of youi^ 

burning your own hiftory with a burning-glafs. 

i wifh Pope or Parnell would put it into rhvmc. 

The thought is this : Apollo fpeaks \ " That 

•' fince he had infpired you to reveal thofe 

*^ things^ which were hid, even from his own 

** light, fuch as the feeble fpiings of fome great 

" events ; and perceiving that a faftion, who 

" cauM not bear their deeds to be brought to 

^ light, had condemned it to an ignominious 

" flame ;"tlwl*it might not perifh fo, he was 

<* rcfolvcd to confume it with his own ; a cele- 

** ftial one." And then you muft conclude with 

fome fimile ; thus, Sec. There are two or three 

that will fit it. 

Whifton has at laft publiflied his projeft of 
the longitude ; the moft ridiculous thing, that 
ever was thought on. But, a pox on him ! he 
has fpoiled one of my papers of Scriblerus, which 
was a propofal for the longitude, not very un- 
like his, to this purpofe : That fince there was 

no 
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no pole for eafl: and weft, that all the princes of 
Europe fhould join and build two prodigious 
poles, upon high mountains, with a vaft light-, 
houfe, to ferve for a pole-ftar. I was thinking o£ 
a calculation of the time, charges, and dimcn- 
fions. Now, you muft underftand, his projeft 
is "by light -houfes, and exploflon of bombs at a 
certain hour. 

Lewis invited me to dinner to-day, and has 
difappointed me. I thought to have faid fome- 
tbing more about you. 1 have nothing more to 
add, but, my dear friend, adieu. 



LETTER CCX. 

TO THE DUKE OF ORMOND. 

My Lord, July 17, 1714* 

INEVERexpefted that a great man fhould 
remember me in abfence ; becaufe T knew^ 
it was unreafonable, and that youPBrace is too 
much troubled with perfons about you, to think 
of thofe who are out of the way. But, if Dr 
Pratt has done me right, I am miftakcn ; and 
yoitr Grace has almoft declared, that you cxpeft- 
ed a letter from me : Which you fhould* never 
have had, if the miniftry had been like you ; for 
then I fhould have been always near enough to 
have carried my own meflages. But I was hear* 
tily weary of them ; and your Grace will be my 
witnefs^ that !• defpaired of any good fucccfs,, 

from 
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from their manner of proceeding, fomc months 
before I left town ; where I thought it became 
me to continue no longer, when I could do no 
fervice, either to myfelf, my friends, or the 
public. By the accounts I have from particular 
friends^ I find the animofity between the two 
great men does not at all diminifh : Tho' I hear 
it is given out, that your Grace's fucceflbr * has 
undertaken a general reconcilement. If it be true, 
this will fuccecd like the reft of his late under- 
takings. 

/ I muft beg your Grace's pardon, if I intreat 
you, for feveral reafons, to fee Lady Mafham as 
often as you conveniently can : And I muft like- 
wife deflre you, to eyert yourfelf in the difpofal 
of the bifhoprics in Ireland. It is a fcandal to 
the Crown, and an injury to the Church, that 
they fhould be fo long delayed. There are fomc 
hot-beaded people on the other fide the water, 
who underftasd nothing of our Court, and 
would confound every thing ; always employed 
to raifc themfelvcs upon the ruins of thofe cha- 
rafters they have blafted. I wifh their inter- 
meddliag may not occafion a worfe choice than 
your Grace approved of laft winter. However, 
1 beg you will take care that no injury be done 
to Dr Pratt or Dr Elwood, who have more merit 
and candour than a hundred of their detractors. 
I I am, with the greateft refpeft, my Lord, your 
Grace's moft obedient, and moft obliged humble 
fcrvant, J. S. 

LET. 
• The Duke ef SKrewftury. 



96 DEAN SWIFT '» 

LETTER CCXL 

CHARLES FORD, ESQ^; TO DR SWIFT. 

Londofjy July 17, 17 14 

A SECOND to-moiTOw is almoft paft, am 
nothing has been yet left at St Dunftan's 
JB. * will lofe by his piodigious cunning ; but tK* 
is nothing to the punifhment he deferves. Ha< 
It been only his fear, he would have chofen ibme 
body elfe to confult with ; but the rogue (owm 
out it was well written, and faw the paflage^ tba 
galled. I am heartily vext at the other pcrfon *j 
from whom one might have expefted a more ho 
nourable proceeding. There is fomething verj 
mean in his defiring to make alterations, when '^ 
am fure he has no reafon to complain, and is at 
leaft as fairly dealt with as his competitor :f, Be» 
fides, a great part of it is as much for his fervice, 
as if he had given diredlions himfelf to have it 
done. What relates to the Pretender, is of the nt- 
moft ufe to him ; and therefore I am as much fur- 
prized at this delay, as at his ungenerous manner 
of treating an unknown author, to whom he isib 
much obliged. But perhaps I may wrong him, 
and he won*t deiire to turn the whole to his 
own advantage. If it had come to me^efterday, 
or to-day, 1 was rcfolved to have fent it to feme 
I other 

•-43arbcr. f Lord Bolingbroke. \ Lord Oxforf. 
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other printer, without any amendment ; but now 
1 (hall wait till I have your dire£lions. I wifli you 
had employed fomebody elfe at firft ; but what 
fighifies wilhing now ? After what B. * writ in 

his laft, I can hardly think he will be fuch a 

as not to let me have it : And in my anfwer, I 
have given him all manner of encouragement to 
do it. He has as much allurauce as he can well 
dcfirc, that the alterations fhall be complied with ; 
and a pofitive promife, that it Ihall be returned to 
him, the fame day he leaves it, at St Dunflan's. 
J I can*t imagine why we have no mifchicf yet. 
Sore we are not to be difappointcd at lad, after the 
tmftle that has been made. It is impoflibic they f 
can ever agree, and I want fomething to make my 
letters ftill entertairiing. I doubt you will hard- 
ly thank me for them, now the parliament is up ; 
but as foon as any thing happens, you (liall know 
it 

The Queen has not yet appointed the time for 
rciQoving to "Windfor. My Lord Chief Baron 
Ward is dead, and we have already named feven 
fucccffors, among whom is our Lord Chancellor 
Phipps. Frank Anneflcy was to have his place 
under my Lord Anglefey, fo that it is well for 
him wc have provided him with another for life. 

Vol. XV. I LET- 

• Barber. f Lords Oxford and Colingbrokc. 
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LETTER CCXII. 

CHARLES FORD, ESQJ^ TO DR SWIF' 

London^ July 20, 

WHO would ever do any thing for t 
when they are fo negligent of their 
intereft ? The Captain muft fee, what ufe it v 
>6c to him to have it publifhed, and yet he hs 
. returned it. You have another copy by yc 
wifli you would fend it ; and if you don't c 
fhould appear in your own hand, I will 
tranfcribed. My fecretary is a boy of te 
eleven years old. And no difcovcry can be 
by him. I don't know what my Lord B( 
broke may do ; but I dare fay, Baiber doe 
fufpeft from whence it comes. However, I 
der he has not mentioned it to you *. 

I thought you had heard the Hiftoriograf 
place has been difpofed of this fortnight. 1 1 
no more of him that has it, than that his : 
is Maddocks f. It would be impudenc 
them to fend for you, but I hope you will c 
A reconcilement is impoifiblc ; and I can 
no reafon why matters are delayed, unlefs 
to gain over fome Lords, who flick firm t( 
Dragon, and others that are averfe to the 
tain f . The Duke of Shrewfbury declares aj 

♦ This relates to the Free Thoughts. 

t Thomas Maddocks, £rq; \ Lord Bolingbroke. 
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im in private converfation ; I fuppofe becaufc 
e is againft eveiy chief niiniftcr, for it is knowa 
he has no kindnefs for the Colonel *. Lord An- 
glefey rails at the Chancellor, for ibmc opinion 
the Attorney and Solicitor General have given 
relating to Ireland. Who can a<Sl, when they 
have fo much caprice to deal with ? 

Mr Lewis fays, he will fpeak to Mr Bromley 
for his part, and will engage it fliall be paid as 
foon as Lord Bolingbroke has given his. But 
■k was mentioned before.my Lord Treafurer, and 
he immediately took the whole upon himfelf. If 
dicy lived near one another, and a houfe between 
tbicm was on fire, I fancy they would contend 
who fhould put it out, until the whole ftreet was 
burned. Mr Lewis goes into Wales the week 
after next. I fliall-have the whole town to my- 
fclf. Now it is my own, I begin not to value it. 
Pope and Parnell tell me you deflgn them a vifit. 
When do you go ? If you are with them in the 
middle of a week, I fliould be gl.ul to meet you 
there. Let me know wl.cre you are to be in He- 
refordfhire, and I will fend you fome claret. It 
is no compliment, for I am ovcrJl:ocked, and it 
will decay before I drink it. You iliail have 
either old or new ; I have too much of both. 

Pray fend me the other copy f , or put me in 
a way of recovering the former. I am, &c. 



I2 LET. 



• Lord Oxford. 

f Of the Free Thoughts. 
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LETTER CCXIII. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ.; TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Whitehall, July 22, l^\J^ 

I RECEIVED a letter from you laft Monday, 
for my Lord Treafurer, in a blank cover. 
Laft Friday Lord Chancellor went into the coun- 
try, with a defign to ftay there till the tenth of 
Auguft ; but laft Tuefday he was fent for exprels 
by Lord Bolingbroke. Next Tuefday the Queen 
goes to Windfor. What changes we are to have, 
will probably appear before fhe goes. Dr Ar- 
buthnott dines with me to-day ; and in the even- 
ing, we go to Kenfington. 

LETTER CCXIV. 

THE DUKE OF ORMOND * TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, July 22, 1 7 14. 

I AM very glad to hear from you. I thought 
you had hid yourfelf from the world f , and 
given oVer all thoughts of your friends. I am ' 

very 

• He was appointed Lord I/teutenant of Ireland, in the year 
1 7 10. Vc fuccccdcd tbc Duke of Marlborough, in the com- 
mand of the army, and his Duchcfs was Lady of the Bed- 
chamber. 

t He was now retired into Buckinsham(hirc. 
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very forry for the rjcafon of your retirement. I 
am a witnefs to your endeavours to have made up, 
what I believe the great man you mention, will 
hardly compafs. I am of your opinion, that it is 
fhatneful that the vacant bifhopricks arc not dif- 
pofed of. I Ihall do all that lies in my power to 
ferve the Gentlemen that I ^have already men- 
tioned to the Queen, and hope with good lucccfs. 
Tot the Lady you mention *, I fliall endeavour 
to fee her as often as I can. She is one that I 
have a great eft^em for. I fend you fome Bur- 
gundy, which I hope you will like. It is very 
good to cure the fpleen. Believe me, with great 
truth, Sir, your moft affeftionate friend, and 
humble fervant, 

O R M O N D. 
See Letter CO. to which 
this is an Anfwer. 



LETTER . CCXV. 

CHARLES FORD, ESQJ TO DR SWIFT. 

Lorj dotty July 22, 1714. 

PRAY fend me the other copy, and l^t us 
have the benefit of it, fince you have been 

at the trouble of writing. Unlefs % be fer- 

I 3 ved 

♦ I.ady Mafham. 

t The blank fhould probably be filled up with the word Trea- 
fiircr, or Oxford. 
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ved againfl: his will, it is not like to be done at 
all ; but I think you ufed to take a pleafure in 
good offices of that kind j and I hope you woa*t 
let the caufe fuffer ; though I muft own, in this 
particular, the perfon who has the management 
of it, does not deferve any favour. Nothing 
being left for me at St Dunftan's, I fent to B— f 
for an anfwer to my laft. He fays it is not yet 
reftored to him ; as foon as it is, I fhall have it. 
This delay begins to make me think- all minifters 
are alike ; and as foon as the Captain is a Colonel^ 
he will aft as his predecelTors have done. 

The Queen goes to Windfor next Tuefday, 
and we cxpeft all matters will be fettled before 
that time. We have had a report, that my Lord 
Privy Seal, is to go out alone ; but the Learned 
only laugh at it. The Captain's J friends think 
themfelves fecure ; and the Colonel's (| are fo 
much of the fame opinion, that they only drink 
his health while he is yet alive. However, it is^ 
thought he will fall eafy, with a pinfion of four 
thoufand pounds a-year, and a dukedom. Moft 
of the (launch Tories are pleafed with the altera- 
tion J and the Whimficals pretend, the caufe of 
their difguft was, becaufe the Whigs were too- 
much favoured. 

In fhort, we propofc very happy days to our- 
felves, as long as this reign lafts } and if the' un-' 

certain timorous nature of does not dUkp* 

point us, we have a very fair profpeft. The Dra- 
gon 

t Barber. } Bolingbrokc. | Oxford. 
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gon and his antagonift * meet every day at the 
Cabinet. They often eat, and drink, and walk 
together, as if there was no fort of difagree- 
ment : And when they part, I hear they give one 
another fuch names, as nobody but minifters of 
ftate could bear, without cutting throats. The 
Duke of Marlborough is expefted here every day. 
Dr Garth fays, he only comes to drink the Bri- 
ftol waters, for a diabetes. The Whigs are mak- 
ing great preparations to receive him. But yc- 
fierday I was offered confiderable odds, that not 
one of thofe who go out to meet him, will vifit 
him in half-a-year. I durft not lay, though I can 
hardly think it. My Lord Marr is maiTied to 
Lady Francis Pierrepoint ; and my Lord Dor- 
chefter, her father, is to be married next week 
to Lady Bell Bentinck. Let me know if you ga 
to Pope's, that I may endeavour to meet you 
there ? I am^ &c. 



LETTER CCXVL 

CHARLES FOaO, 1S.SQJ TO DR SWIFT. 

London^ July 24, 1 7 14. 

WE expefted the grand affair would have 
been done yefterday, and now every 
body agrees it will be to-night f . The Bifliop 

of 

* BoUngbroke* f The difmifllon of Lord Oxford. 
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of -London, Lord Bathurfl:, Mr Bridges, Sir 
William AV'yndham, and Campion, are named 
for CoiTimiffioners of the Treafury ; but I have 
not fufficient authority, for yoii to depend upon 
it. They t.ilk of the Duke of Ormond for our 
Lord Lieutenant. I caiinv)L get the pamphlet 
back *. What (hall 1 do ? I wifli you would fend 
me the other copy. My Lord Anglefey goes next 
Monday to Ireland. I hear he is only angry with 
the Chancellor, and not at all with the Captain. 
I am, &c. 



LETTER CCXVIL 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ^ TO DR SWIFT. 

Whitehall^ July 24, 1714. 

I SAW Lord Harley this morning. He tells 
me, that he left you horridly in the dumps. 
I wirti you were here ; for, after giving a quar- 
ter of an hour's vent to our grief for the de- 
parture of our Don Quixot f^ we fhould recover 
ourfclvcs, and receive confolation from each 

other. 

* Free Thoughts. 

f Lord Oxford, who was juft at this time difmifled from his 
employment as firft iiiiniflcr, and immedi.itely Aicceeded bf 
Lord BoHngbrokc. On Tuefday the 2't;> of the iame month, 
he furrcndered his ftafT as Lord Trcii^i -r ; and on the joth. 
Lord Shrewlbui7 w?.s appointed to fuccecd him in that office- 
Sec the letter from Mr Ford, dated July 31 ; and an 1nqiiir7 
into the hehaviour of the Qi^ccn's laft miniftry, in the voiumci 
publilhcd, by Mr Deanc Swift. 
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Ojther. The triumph of the enemy makes me 
mad. 1 feel a ftrange tendernefs within myfelf, 
and fcarce bear the thoughts of dating letters 
from this place, when my old friend is out, 
whofe fortune I have fhared for fo many years. 
inifjiat voluntas iua* The, damned thing is, we 
are to do all dirty work. We are to turn out 
Monckton *. And, I hear, we are to pafs the 
new commiffion of the Treafury. For God's fake 
write 10 Lady Mafham, in favour of poor Tho- 
mas f , to prefcrve him from ruin. I will fecond 
it. I intended to have wrote to you a long let- 
ter v but the moment I had tui ncd this page, I 
had intelligence, that the Dragon had broke out 
into a fiery paiEon with my Lord Chancellor J, 
and^fwore a thoufand oaths he would be reven- 
ged of him. This impotent, womanifh behaviour, 
vexes me more than his being out. This laft 

ftroke 



• Robfrt MdJiRtDn, one of the Gommiflioners for Trade 
and Plantations^ who had given information again ft Arthur 
Moore, one of his brother commiflioners, for accepting a bribe 
from the Spanifh Court, to get the treaty of commerce conti- 
nued. 

f Mr Thomas had been Secretary under theVld commiflion 
of tlie Tijafury ; and he wrote to the Dean, by the fame poft, 
for a recommendation to Lady l^Iafhiira, either to be contirucd 
in the iame office under the new Commiflioners, or to be con- 
Cdcred in fbmc other manner by way of ccmpenfation. He urges 
» precedent for this in the cafe of his predecefior, who, being re- 
moTcd from his poft of Sc^cretary, got the office of CompticlJer 
of the lotteries, worth five hundred pounds />c" annual, for 
thirty-two years. 

i Lord Harcourt. 
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ftroke (hews, ^antulaftnt hominum corpufcula, 
am determined for the Bath, oa the fecond oi 
the ninth of Aiiguft at fartheft. 



LETTER CCXVIIL 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Brother, July 24, 1714 

I SUPPOSE you have received the account 
St Kilda. There is an officer there, "who is 1 
fort of tribunus pldls, whofe office it is to repre 
fcnt the grievances of the people to the Laird o 
M*Leod, who is fuppofed to 6e their oppreflbi 
He is bound to contradift the laird, till he give 
him three ftrpkes with a cane over the head, an< 
then he is at liberty to fubmit. This I have done 
and fo has your friend Lewis. It has been faid 
that we and the Dean were the authors of _al 
that has fince happened, by keepii§' the Dragoi 
in, when there was an offei; to lay down. I wa 
told to my face, that what I faid in this cafe wen 
for nothing ; that I did not care, if the great per 
fon's affairs went to entire ruin, fo I could fup 
port the interefts of the Dragon. That Sydid nc 
know the half of his proceedings. Particular! 
it was faid, though I am confident it WAS.;a mi: 
take, that he had attempted the removing he 
from the favour of a great perfon. In flipr 
the fall of the Dragon does not proceed altogethc 

firoi 
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from his old friend, but from the great perfon 
whom I perceive to be highly offended, by little 
hints that I have received. In fhort, the Dragon 
has been fo ill ufed, and muft ferve upon fuch 
terms for the future, if he fhould, tl^at I fwear 
I would not advife Turk, Jew, nor Infidel, to be 
in that ftate. Come up to town, and I can tell 
you more. I have been but indifferently treated 
myfelf, by fomebody at Court, in fmall concerns. 
I can tell you who it is* But mum for that. 
Adieu. 



LETTER CCXIX. 

TO LORD OXFORD,. 

On hearing his Intention to reiign his Staff. 

My Lord, Jul^ 25, 17 14. 

TO-Morr^w fe'nnight I fhall fet out from 
hence to Ireland ; my licence for abfence 
being fo near out, that I can flay no longer 
without taking another. I fay this, that if you 
faave any commands, I fhall have jufl time 
• CQough to receive them before I go. And, if 
you refign in a few days, as I am told you defiga 
to dc^^^uKKi ipay polBbly retire to Herefordfhire, 
where 1 ftiall xtiadily attend you, if you fooa 
withdraw; or, after a few months in Ireland, 
I will return at^the beginning of Winter, if you 
picafe to command me. I fpeak in the dark, be- 

caufe 
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caufe I am altogether fo ; and what -I fay, may 
be abfurd. Yoii will pleafe to pardon me ; for, 
as I am wholly ignorant, fo I have none of your 
compofure of mind, I pray God Almighty direct 
* and defend you, &c. ' 



LETTER CCXX. 

THE EARL OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 

yuly27j 1714* 

IF I tell my dear friend the value T put upon 
his undeferved friendfliip, it will look like 
fufpedting you or myfelf. Though I have had 
no power fince the twenty-fifth of July, 17 13 ft 
I believe now, as a private man, I may prevail 
to renew your licence of abfence, conditionally 
you will be prefent with me ; for to-morrow 
morning I ftiall be a private perfon. When 1 
have fettled my domeftic affairs here, I go to 
Wimple ; thence, alone, to Herefordfhire. If 
I have not tired you, tete-a-tete, fling away fo 
much time upon one who loves you. And I 
I believe, 

• Jr.ft licfore the Icfs of his ftaff. 

f The Earl of Oxford, in his brief account of pub^ affairs, 
prefertcd to the Qi^iteM ..n I'lc nintli of Tunc 1 714, and pub- 
lifhcd ill the Repot t of ilic ^ rvict; Coinmittcf, nscntions, That 
he wrote a h.'^c icL.jr, dr.tcd j. '.j- 15, 171.!, lo !.ord Bcliiig- 
broke^ ** cor.t..ii)i:r; l.:.; fjlu.^-.j of rh^ Qiic:p.'3 afiairs, and what 
•* was ncccllary f.-r Lord l^ui.usbx oke to do i" which letter wus 
aofwcrcd by that Lord, ou the »7th of that month. 



^ 
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eUcve, in the mafs of fouls, our's were placed 
kcar each other. I fead you an imiiation of 
Dryden, as I went to Kcnfington. 

To fcrve with love. 

And fhed your blood, 
Approved is above : 

But here below, 
Th* examples fhew, 

Tis fatal to be good. 



L E'T T E R CCXXL 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQJ TO DR SWIFT.- 

S I R, Whitehall, July 27, 1 7 14. 

I HAVE your's of the twenty-fifth. You judge 
very. right; it is not the going out, but the 
aaoner, that enrages me. The Queen has told 
in the Lords the reafons of her parting with 
hjni, wau That he neglcfted all bufiocfs ; that he 
was feldom to be underftood ; that when he 
did explain himfelf, fhe could not depend upon 
the truth of what he faid; that he never came 
to her at the time fhe appointed 5 that, laftly, 
:o crown all, he behaved himfelf towards her 
pnth bad . manners, indecency, and difrefpeft. 
Ptiidet bMc opprobria nobis. 

I am diftrafted with the thoughts of this, and 

he pride of the conqueror *. I would give the 

Vol. XV. K world 

* Lord BoliDgbroke. . 
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woiid I could go out of town to-morrow ; bu< 
the Secretary faith, I muft not go till he returns, 
which will not be till the fixteenth of Auguftj 
or perhaps the twenty-third '; but I am in hopes 
I m^ go towards Bath the lixteenth. 

The runners are already employed to go to all 
.the cofFee-houfes. They rail to tlie pit of hell. I 
am ready to burft for want of vent. The * flick 
is yet in his hand, becaufe they cannot agree who 
fliall be the new Commiffioners. We fuppofe 
the blow will be given to-night, or to-morrov^ 
morning. The ftcrility of good and able men I 
incredible. When the matter is over, I wil 
wait upon our flie-friend f. If fhe' receives xcx* 
as ufual, ril propofe to liper, that I will ferv< 
where 1 do, provided I may be countenanced^ 
and at full liberty to pay my duty to all the Har- 
leian family in the fame manner I ufed to do. If 
that is not allowed me in the utmoft extent, cofl- 
fiftent with my truft here, I will propofe -am etm 
ployment in the revenues, or to go out withdHp 
any thing j for 1 will not be debarred going ttt 

him* 

• On the night of Tuefday July 27th, the day on which thll 
ktter is dated, a Cahinct Council was held (after the Earl of Ox«. 
ford had refigncd the ftaff, which he did on that day) to coBr' 
fult what perfons to be put in commin[ion for the management 
of the Treafury. The numlcr to be five. Sir\VilUain Wynd* 
ham, Chancellor of the Exchequer, was to he one;' but thcf 
could not aj rec in the choice of the other four. Their debatt 
about the matter laded till near two oVlock inr the morning; 
at which the Queen being prcicnt, it raifed a violent as;itatioa 
in her fpirits, which afleftcdher head. 

f Lady Mafliam. 



I 
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him. If fhc does not receive me as Ihe ufed to 
do, I will never go again, I flatter ni) fclf ihe 
will be fo friendly, as to enter into the confidera- 
tion of my private circumftanccs, and prefcrve 
her old goodnefs to me. 

There is no feeing the Dragon till he is out, 
and then 1 will know his thoughts about your 
coining to Brampton. I hear he goes out of 
town inftantly to Wimple, and my Lady to Bramp- 
-ton -, that he will join her there, after a few days 
ftay at Wimple. Adieu. I am your's, &c. 



LETTER CCXXIL 

LADY MASHAM * TO DR SWIFT. 

My good Friend, July 29, 1714. 

I OWN it looks unkind in me, not to thank 
you, in all this time, for your fincere kind 
letter ; but I was refolved to ftay till I could tell 
you the .Queen had got fo far tlic better of the 
Dragon, .as to take her power out of his hands. 
He has been the moft ungrateful man to her, and 
to all his beft friends, that ever was born. I can- 
.not have fo much time now to write all my mind, 
becaufe my dear miftrefs is not well, and I think 
K 2 I 

• This Lady*s name was Hill. She was Led-cliambcr woman 
to the Queen, and, in conjunaion with Mr Harlcy, aftci wards 
Earl of Oxford, brought about the change in the miniflry. Sec 
the note to a letter from Lord and Lady JMalham, dated April. 
i7, ^UZ* 
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I may lay her illnefs to the charge o£ the Trealu- 
rer, who, for three weeks together, was teazing 
and vexing her without intermiffion, and fhe 
could not get rid of him till Tuefday laft. I ; 
muft put you in ciind of one paflage m your 
letter' to me, which is, " I pray God fend you 
wife and faithful friends, to advife you at this 
time, when there are fo great difficulties to ftrug- 
gle with." That is very plain and true ; there- 
fore will you, who have gone through fo much,, 
and taken more pains than any body, and given 
wife advice (if that wretched man had had fenfe 
enough and honefty to have taken it) ; I fay, 
will you leave us, and go into Ireland ? No, it is 
impoffible 5 your goodnefs is dill the fame ; your 
charity and compaffion for this poor Lady, who 
has been barbaroufly ufed, won't let you do it. 
I know you take delight to help the diftrefled ; 
and there cannot be a greater objeft, than this .1 
poor Lady, who defcrves pity. Pray, dear a 
friend, fl-ay here; and don't believe us all alike, H 
to throw away good advice, and defpife every 
body's underftanding but their own. I could fay 
-ial -great deal upon the fubjcdl ; but I muft go to 
her, for fhe is not well. This comes to you by . 
a fafe hand, fo that neither of us need be in any 
pain about it. 

My Lord and brother are in the country. Irfy 
Cfter aad girls are your humble fervants. 

LET- 
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LETTER CCXXIIL 

ERASMUS LEWIS, E9<^; TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, >/JF29, 1 7 14. 

I HAVE your's of the twenty-fcventh. I write 
tliis in the morning, for 1 go in the evening 
to Kenfington. If 1 am well received, I will 
contmuc my homage ; if not, they (hall hear of 
me no more. Where fliall I write to you again ? 
for I cannot ftir from hence, till the (ixtecnth of 
Auguft at fooncft. Nothing could pleafe mc, 
more, than to pafs a few months with you at 
Abercathy * ; but I am yet uncertain, whether 
1 fhall go there at all. All I am fure of, is, 
that I will go out of town, to foine place, for 
fome time ; firfl to the Bath, for I can't bear 
ftaying in this room. I want pliyfic to help 
my digeftion of tbofe things, thou^^li the Tquire f 
kinder to me than before. I a:n not morti- 
fied at what you tell me of Mcrcurialis ; only 
I would know, whether any clifrei'peftful con- 
duft of mine has brought it upon me ; or whe- 
ther it is only a general dillike of me, becaufe I 
am not a man of parts, or becaufe I am in other 
interefts. They would not give the Dra^ijon the 
leaft ^piarter, excepting only a penllon, if he will 
K 3 work. 

• In Cacrmarthcnfliirc, of which county Mr Lewis was a na- 
tive. 
f William Bromley, Efq; Secretary of State. 
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work journey-work by the quarter. I hav 
thouglit liis pai'ts accufed, and am more o 
ophiion than ever. The new commiffion 
yet named. Would not the world have i 
againft the Dragon for fuch a thing ? Merc 
' enttrtiiined Stanhope, Craggs, Pulteney 
Vralpole. What if the Dragon had dor 
The Duke of Somerfet dines to-day with tl 
ternity, at Greenwich, with Withers.- N 
goes out with the Dragon ; but many will f 
loole. Some fay, the new men will be L 
ton, Wyndham, Strangeways, Sir John 
koufe, and Champion, 



LETTER CCXXIV. 

MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT 

Dear Sir, 7^/^31, ?7I4. Pafl Six at 

I A M heartily forry I fhould be the me 
of fo ill news, as to tell you the Qj 
dead, or dying : If alive, 'tis faid, fhe ca: 
'till morning. You may eafily imagine tl 
fuliofj we are all in on this fad occafion. 
fct out yefterday to wait on you, but for t 
accident; and Qiould^ have brought letter; 
Lord Bolingbroke, and Lady Mafliam, t< 
prevented your going. Pray don't go> 
will cpme to you when I fee how things 
My lird Shrewfbury is made Lord Tx'e 
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and every thing is ready for the proclaiming the 
Duke oT Brunfwick King of Enghind. The par- 
liament will fit .to-morrow, and chufe a new 
fpeaker, for Sir Thomas * is in Wales. 

For God's fake don't go ; but either come to 
London, or flay till I come to you- 1 am, &c. 



LETTER CCXXV. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ES<^; TO DR SWIFT* 

Kenftngton^ Saturday ^ July 31, 17 14. 
SIR, Six in the Evening, 

AT the time I am writing, the breath is faid 
to be in the Queen's noftrils 5 but that is 
^« No hope left of her recovery. Lord Ox- 
ford is in Council ; fo are the Whigs. We ex- 
peft the demife to-ni|;ht. There is a profpe£t, 
that the Eledlor will meet with no oppofition 5 

* the French having no fleet, nor being able to put 
one out foon. Lady Mafliam did receive me 
kindly. Poor woman, I heartily pity her. Now, 
is not the Dragon born under a happy planet, -to 
be out of the ftrape ? Dr Arbuthnott^thinks yoti 

fliould come up. You will not wonder, if all 

my country refolutiohs Arc in fufpence. Pray 

come up, to fee how things go. 
■■»'- -- 

J.ET- 

^ tianmer. 
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LETTER CCXXVL 

CHARLES FORD, ES<^5,TO DR SWIFT. 

London^ July 31,' 1 7 1 4. Three in ihe Aftcrmotu 

I DON'T doubt but you have heard the Queea 
is dead, and perhaps we may be fo unfor- 
'tunate before this comes to you \ but at prefent 
fhe is alive, and much better than could have 
been expefted. I am juft come from Kenfington, 
where I have almoft fpent thefe two whole days. 
I am in great hade ; but, till dinner comes up, I 
will write to you, and give you as full an account 
as I can of her illnefs. 

Her diforder began between eight and nine ye- 
fterday morning. The dodlbrs ordered her head 
to be Ihaved ; and, while it was doing, fhe fell 
into a fit of the cbnvulfion, or, as they thought, 
an apoplexy. This lafted near two hours, and 
fhe was fpeechlefs, and fhewed little fign of life 
during that time ; but fhe came to hcrfelf upoa 
being blooded. 

As foon as fhe recovered, my Lord Boling- 
broke went to her, and told her the Privy Coun- 
cil was of opinion, it would be for the public 
fervice to have the Duke of Shrewfbury made 
Lord Treafurer. She immediately confentcd, and 
gave the flafFinto the Duke's hands. The great 
feal was put to the patent by four o'clock. She 
continued ill the whole day. In the evening I 

fpoke. 
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fpoke to Dr Arbuthnott, and he told me, he 

did not think her difiemper was defperate. Rad- 

difte was fent for to Carflialton about noon, by 

order of Council j but faid he had taken phyfic, 

and could not come. In all probability he had 

f faved her life, for I am told the late Lord Gower 

\ liad been often in the fame condition with the 

' gout in his head j and Radcliffe kept him alive 

many years after *. This morniug, when 1 went 

there 

* In the account, tkat is given of Dr RadcHffe, in the Bio- 
graphia Britannica, it is faid, tliat the Queen was (truck with 
death the 28th of Jul/ : That Dr Kadciitfc's name was not 
once mentioned, cither by the Queen, or any JLoid of the Coun* 
cil; only, that Lady Mafham ilnt to him, without their know- 
ledge, two hours before the Queen*s death. In this letter from 
I Mr Fotd to Dean Swift, which is dated the 3 1 (I of July, it is 
I faid, that the Queen's dilbrder began between eight and nine the 
I morning before, which was* the^ 30th ; and that about noon, 
I the fame day, Radcliffe was fent fur by an order of Council. 
^Theic accounts being contradictory, the reader will, prububtyy 
Mtet fome aflt^ance to determine wliat were the fa^lt^. As to 
the time when the Queen was taken ill, Mr Ford's account is 
ooft likely to be^ta|e, as he was upon the fpot, and in a iitua- 
tion which infurra him the bell intelligence. As to the time 
when the DoOor'was fent for, the account in the Biographia it 
naoifeftly falfe ; for if the Doctor had been fent for only two 
iKwrs before the Queen's death, which happened incontcilibly 
00 the firft of Augull, Mr Tord could not have mentioned the 
I faft oa the 31ft of July, when his Utter was dated. Whether 
I BAdtWt.0kM dent for by I^ady Mafliam, or by order of Co,uncil, is 
; tbercfofC the only point to be determined. That he was gcne- 
fiily vcpmrtM to have been fent for. by order of Council> if cer- 
tiio ; btxt a letter is printed in the Biographia, faid to have been 
written by the Doctor, to one of his friends, which, luppofing 
it to be genuine, will prove, that the Doctor maintained the 

contrary. 
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there before nine, they told me fhe was ji 
piring. That , account continued . above 
hours ; and a report was carried to tow; 
fhe was aAually dead. She was not pray 



contrary. On the fifth of Aiiguft, four days after th< 
death, a member of the Houfe of Commons, a friei 
S>«diDr*>s, who was alfo a member, and one who always 
the fkm.e fide, moved, that he might be fummoned to 
his place, in order to be ccnfured for not attending on 1 
fty. Upon this occafion the, Dodor is faid to have w 
following letter to another of his friends : 

Dear Sir, ' Carjlialton, Auguft 

I COULD not have thought, that fo old an acquaint 
fo good a friend, as Sir J n always profeffec 

would have made fuch a motion againft me. God k 
will to do her Majefty any fervice, has ever got the .ft 
ability ; and I have nothing that gives me greater an: 
trouble, than the death of that great and glorious Pri 
muft do that juftice to the phyficians that attended \ 
illnefs, from a fight of the method that was taken fo 
fcrvation by Dr Mead, as to declare nothing was omitt 
prefervation ; but the people about her, the plagues 
fall on them ! put it out of the power of phyfic to be < 
nefit to her. I know the nature of attending crowned 
their laft moments, too well to be fond of waiting u[ 
** without being fent for by a proper authority.'* 
heard of pardons being figned for phyficians,. before a S 
demife : However, ill as I was, I would have went to t 
in a horfc-litter, had either ** her Majefty, orthofe h 
Con next to her," commanded me fo to do. You Ih 
J n as much, and aflure him, from me, that h 

her Majefty will not excufe his ill ufage of a friend, 
drank many a hundred bottles with him : And can 
after this breach of a good underftanding, that ever wj 
ed between us» but have a very good efteera for him. ] 
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even at her own chapel at St James's ; and, what 
is more infamous, ftocks arofe three per cent, up- 
on it in the city. Before I came away, (he had 
recovered a warmth in her breaft and one of her 
arms ; and all the Doftors agreed, fhe would in 

aU 

dcfireyouto thank Tom Chapman for his fpccch in my behalf, 
fincc I hear it is the firft he ever made, which is taken more 
' Mndly ; and to acquaint him, that I ihould be glad to Ae him' 
at Car(halton, fmce J fear (for fo the gout tells me) that we 
fliall never more lit in the Hou/c of Commons together. I am, 
&C. JOHNRADCLIFFE. 

But whatever credit may now be paid to this letter, or how- 
w«r it may no^be thought to juftify the Doctor's refufai to at- 
tend her Majcfty, he- became, at tliat time, fo much the objeft of 
popular refentment, that he was apprehenfive of being aflaHi- 
Dated; as appears by the foKowing letter, directed to Dr Mead, 
at Child's coifee-houfe, in St Paul's Church-yard : 

Deae Sir, CharJbaUon, Auguft 3, 1 7 14, 

T GIVE you and your brother many thanks for the favour 
, * you intend me to-morrow : And if there is any other friend, 
■ that will be agreeable to you, he fliall meet with a hearty well- 
Come from me. Dinner (hall be on the' table by two, when you 
BJay be fiire to find me ready to wait upon you. Nor (haJl 1 be 
at any other time from home ; bccaufe \ have received ievoral 
iettcrs, which threaten me with being pulled to pieces, if ever I 
. come to London. After fuch menaces as tbefe, *tis cafy to ima- 
gine, that the converfation of two fuch very good friends, is not 
only extremely defirable, but the enjoyment of it will be a great 
bappinefs and fatisfa£tion to him, who is. Sec, 

JOPIN RADCLIFFE. 

Raddiffe died on the firft of November the fame year, having 
fUrviVed the Queen juft three months; and it is /aid, that the 
dread he had of the populace, and the want of company in the 
country-village, which he did not dare to leave, fhortened his 
life. He was juft fixty-four years old. 
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all probability hold out till to-raorrow ; except 
Mea4, who pronounced, feveral hours beforq^ 
{he could not live two minutes, and feems uncaQr 
it did not happen fo. I did not c^e to talk 
much to Arbuthnott, becaufe I heaM him cau- 
tious in his anfwers to other people ; but, by his 
manner, I fancy he does not yet abfolutely de- 
fpair. The Council fat yefterday all day and 
night, taking it by turns to go out and refrefh^ 
themfelves. They have now adjourned upon 
what the Doftors faid, till five. Laft night the 
Speaker and my Lord Chief Juftice Parker were 
fent for, and the troops from Flanders. This 
- morning the Hanoverian envoy was ordered to 
attend with the black box *, and the heraulds to 
be in readinefs to proclaim the new King. Some 
of the Whigs were at the Council yefterday, but 
not one failed to-day j and moft of the members 
of that party, in each Houfe, are already come 
to town. If any change happens before the poft 
goes out, I will fend you word in a poftfcript ; 
and you may conclude her alive, if you hear no 
more from me, and have no better authority 
than poft-letters to inform you of the contrary. 
For God's fake don't think of removing from 
the place where you are, till matters are a little 
fettled. Ireland is the laft retreat you ought to 
think of 5 but you can never be better than you 
are now, till we fee how things go. 

I I 

♦ Containing the indrumcnt nominating the pcrfons, in num- 
ber thirteen, to be added as Lords JuOiccs to the fcvcn great 
officers of the realm. , 
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1 had your's with the printed pamphlet, as well 
*8 the other, and ihould have fcnt it away to- 
morrow. Pray let me hear from you. 

Have you had all mine ? I have failed you but 
one poft (I think it was the hft) for a fortnight, 
or more. 

Eleven at Nigkt» 

The Queen is fomething better, and the Coun- 
cil >gain adjourned till eight in the morning. 



LETTER CCXXVir. 

DR SWIFT TO MISS VANHOMRlGH. 

WH O told you I was going to Bath ? No 
fuch thing. But poor Lord Oxford de- 
•* fires I will go with him to Hereford (hi re ; and I 
only cxpeft his anfwer, whether I fliall go there 
l>cfore, or meet him hereabouts, or go to WilTiple 
(his fon's houfe) and fo with him down : And I 
^xpedl to leave this place in two or three days, 
I one way or other. I will ftay with him. till the 
I Parliament meets again, if he defires it. I am 
I not of your opinion about Lord Bolingbroke : 
' Perhaps he may get the ftaff ; but I cannot rely 
on his love to me. He knew I had a mind to be 
Hiftoriographer, though I valued it not, but for 
the public fervice ; yet it is gone to a worthlefs 
Vol. XV. L - rogue, 
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rogue, that nobody knows *• I am wrote to eV" 
neftlf by fomcbody, to come to town, and joia 
with thofe people now in power ; but I will not 
do it. Say nothing of this, but guefs the perfon. 
I told Lord Oxford, I would go with him, when 
he was out ; and now he begs it of me, 1 cannot 
refufe him. I meddle not with his faults, as he 
was a minifter of ftate ; but you know his per- 
fonal kindnefs to me was exceflive. He diftin- 
guifhed and chofe me above all other men, while 
he was great ; and his letter to me, the other 
day, was the moft moving imaginable. When I 
am fixed any where, perhaps 1 may be fo graci- 
ous to let you know ; but I will not protnife* 
Adieu. 



LET- 



* He prcfcnted a Memorial to the Queen, on the 15th of April 
1714, humbly defiring her Majefty to appoint him Hiftortogn- 
pher ; which does not fccm to agree with his declaration, in his 
letter to Pope, dated loth January 1721, That " this place was 
dcHgned him ; but that as it was at the difpofal of a perjibn who 
had not the fmalleft (hare of fteadincfs or fincerity, he difdsuoed 
to accept it." See the Memorial, in the volumes publifhed Sf 
Mr Deanc Swift. Sec alfo Dr Arbuthnott's Letter of July I7». 
17x4. 
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LETTER CCXXVIII. 

MR JOHK BIRCH TO DR SWIFT. 

■mr r\ I Wantage, One o'Clccit 

AT twelve a clock Lord Bolingbroke's man 
rid through Wantage, to call Mr Packer 
to London, the .Queen being dead. I am con- 
founded at the melancholy news ; yet could not 
forbear fending it to you. Your <ruly humble 

'"^^*°^' JO. BIRCH. 

To the Reverend the Dean of 
St Patrick's, Letcombe* 

LETTER CCXXIX. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Dea^s ^t/gt^Jl 3, 1714. 

THE Earl of Oxford was removed on Tuef- 
day ; the Queen died on Sunday. What 
a world is this ? and how. does fortune banter 
us ? John Barber * tells me, you have fet your 
face towards Ireland. Pray don't go. I am a- ' 
L 2 gain ft 

• Afterwards Alderman, and chofcn Lord Mayor in Scptcm- 
■ *tt I73»« ^n 1733, he diftinguiflied himfclf in the oppofition 
to what was called the Excife Scheme. 
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gainft it. But that is nothing; John is a| 
it. Ireland will be the fcene of fome diford 
leaft it will be the fcene of mortification to 
friends. Here cveiy thing is quiet, and will 
tinue fo. Befides which, as profpcrity di\ 
misfortune may perhaps in fome degree unit 
The Tories feem to refolve not to be crui 
and that is enough to prevent them fronr 
fo. Pope has feat me a letter from Gay : ] 
learned in gao^phyi he took Binfiekl * 
the feady way from Hanover lo Whit- 
Adieu. But come to London, if you fta 
longer than a fortnight. Ever your's, dea 
nathan, moft iincerely. 

1 have loft all by tl;ie death of the Queen 
my fpirit; and I proteft.to you, I feel tha 
creafe upon me. The Whigs are a pack of 
bites : That fliall be the cry in a month, if 
pleafe. 

LETTER CCXXX. 

ERASMUS LEWIS ESQ^', TO DR SWIF 

Tuefday, Augufl 3, 1 

J A M overwhelmed with bufiiiefs, and t 
fore have only time to tell you, I rec 
ybur's of Auguft the firft, and think you ft 



• A village where Mr Pope's father lircd, and whence 
of Mr Pape's letters were written. It is in Wiiidfor-Fore 
lies in jQ^rkfhire. 
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come to town, to fee bow the woild goc» : For 
all old fchemesi dcfigns, projefts, journics, &c. 
are broke, by thk great event. Wc are all pro- 
gnofticators. Every thing goes on with a tranquil- 
lity wc durft not hope for. Earl Berkeley com- 
mands the fleet. Lord Dorfet compliments the 
King. The Duke of Bolton, Lord Lieutenant of 
Southampton. Addifon, fecretary to the Regents. 



LETTER CCXXXIr 

MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT. 

Honoured Sir, Auguji i,^ 1714- 

YOU may eafily imagine the concern we were 
all in, at the fudden furprifs of the Queen's 
<lcath : I have hardly recovered it yet# Lord 
Bolingbroke told nie laft Friday, that he ^ould 
reconcile you to Lady Somerfct *, and then it 
Would be eafy to fct you right with the Queen, 
and that you fliould be made eafy here, and not 
L 3 go 

• Wc arc told in the life of Swift, prefixed to Bathurft*s etli- 
tio» of his Works, that before his acquaintance with Lord Ox- 
ford, a bifhopric was intended for him by the Queen ; but that 
^rchbifhop Sharp, and * a certain great l.ady,* having mific- 
prefented his principles and charaftcr, her Majcfiy gave it to 

another. The Duchcfs of Somcrftt was this certain great Lady.. 

She was firft Lady of the bed-chamber, and Lady of the robes. 

See an account of her iuterpofing between her Majcfty's favour 

and the Dean, with her motive, in Vol. XIV. of Swift's WorJu>, 

Sro editloQ, 
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go over. He faid twenty things ih your fa\ 
and commanded me to bring you up, what 
was the confequence. He faid farther, he w 
make cleat. vr0fk. with them. But all vani{h( 
a minute ; and he is now threatened and at 
every day by the party, who publicly rejoice, 
fwear, they will turn out every Tory in Eng 

Inclofed, you have a letter from my Lord 
defires you will come up, and be any whei 
cpgnito. 

The Earl of Berkeley is to command the 
to fetch over the King, and the Duke of A 
is to go to Scotland. I fend you the lift of t 
ty-five Kings f . Poor Lady Malham is a! 
dead with grief. 

The Parliament meets to-morrow, whicl 
hinder me from coming down for three or 
days ; but if you refolve to ftay in the coi 
farther, I will certainly come down : For I 
needs fee you. Pray favour me with a lin 
am, Sir, your moft obedient humble fer 
Pray come up. 

When my Lord gave me the letter, 
he faid, he hoped you would 
come up, and help to fave the 
Conftitution, which, with a lit- 
tle good management, might be 
kept in Tory hands. 



t The Lords of the Regency. 
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* 

LETTER CCXXXn. 

CHARLES FORD, ESQ^;' TO DR SWIFT; 

London f Auguji ^^ I'Jl/^m- 

I HAVE writ to, Dawfon for a licence of 
abfcnce for you ; but you know you muft 
take the oaths in Ireland within three months; 
There are a great many here in die fame circum- 
fiances ; and, in all probability, fome of them 
will defire an Aft of Parliament to have leave to 
do it here. In that cafe, it will be no difficult 
matter to have you included. Mr Lewis tells 
roc, he wrote to you to come up to town, and 
I fee no reafon why you fhould not. All mat- 
ters go on very quiet, and we are not apprehen- 
fivc of any difturbances. -Stocks never rofe fo 
much in fo few days. . This is imputed to the 
hatred of the Old Treafurer, and the popularity 
of the new one. The Whigs were not in the 
Council when he was recommended. Lord Bo- 
Kngbroke propofed it there, as well as to the 
Queen ; and I hope they two are upon very 
good terms, though Mr Lewis feems pofitive of 
the contrary. I never heard of any pique the 
Duke had to him, but that he was to be chief 
zninider : And that being at an end, why may 
not they be reconciled ? The Dragon was thought 
f to fhew more joy upon proclaiming the ICing, 
than was confident with the obligations he had 

received 
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received from . He was hifled all the ti 

by the mob, and fome of them threw halt 
into his coach. This was not the effeft of part 
for the Duke of Ormond was huzza'd throuj 
out the whole city, and was followed by a \ 
crowd to his own hbufe, tho* he ufed all poffi 
endeavours to prevent it. There was an attcn 
to affront the Captain in the cavalcade, bui 
did not fucceed; and though a few hiffed, 
acclamations immediately drowned the noife. ^ 
a fingle man fliewed the leaft refpe^l to the ( 
lonelj and laft night my Lord Bingley * i 
beaten, by mi (lake, coming out of his houfe* 
doubt he h^s difobliged both fides fo much, tl 
neither will ever owa him'; and his enemies l 
ftories of him, that I fliall not believe till I fi 
you allow them. 

The Lords Juftices made a fpeech to the P 
liament to-day. If it comes out time enough 
will fend it you ; but I hear it only contains 'th 
proceedings upon the Queen's deaih ; that th 
have yet received no diredlions from the Kin 
and to defire the Commons to continue t 
funds, which are expired. I am told, our I 
gents are already divided into four parties. T 
greateftufe they have made yet of their pow< 
is to appoint my Lord Berkeley to command t 
fleet which is to bring over the liing,"^ and 

ma 

- ♦ Who had been appointed ambafTador extraordinary to 
Court of Spain, in the room of Lord Lexington, in Decern 
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■uke the Duke of Bolcpn Lord Lieutenant of 
Hampihire. 

I fend you a gazette f, though I am adiafned 

Jo have it feen. I had writ a great ■ deal more 

of the Queen's illnefs, an account of her birth, 

&c. but I could not .find out INIr Lewis, and 

kad nobody to confult with, and therefore chofc 

jrathcr to fay too iittle, than any thing I doubted 

Blight be improper. Yeftcrday the Duke of 

Uarlborough made his public entry through the 

city : Firft, came, about two hundred horfemen, 

three in a row ; then a company of train-bands, 

with drumsi &c. his own chariot with himfclf ; 

* ilhcn his Duchefs, followed by fixteen coaches 

I ^hfix horfes^ and between thirty and forty with 

two horfes. There was no great mob when he 

paficd thro^ the Fall-Mall, but there was in the 

dly 5 and he was hiiTcd by more than huzza'd. 

At Temple-bar, I am aflured, the noife of hiil^ 

ing was loudeft, tho' they had prepared their 

friends to receive him, and the gathering of 

others was only accidental. You may guefs how 

peat a favourite he is, by feme old ftories of his 

behaviour at the camp, when was there, 

tod afterwards at Hanover ; and by the (hare 
he and his family have in the regency. But, to 
be Aire, this difcreet adtion will endear him more 
than any fubje£^ in England. We had bonefircs, 
fe. at night. From the lift of the Lords Ju- 
ftices, and fome other things, we imagine to. 

ourfelves. 

t He was gazetteer. 
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ourfclves there will not be many changes^ b 
that the Vacancies for Tome time will be filled i 
with Whigs. 

What I blotted out in my laft, was fomethii 
that pafied between the Captain and Barber, r 
lating to you. After I had writ, they told ii 
all letters would be opened, which made me bl 
out that paflage. Barber fajs, he gave you fon 
account of it, though not a full one. I real 
believe Lord Bolingbroke was very fincere in tl 
profeflions he made of you, and he could ha 
done any thing. No rainifter was ever in th 
height of favour; and Lady Malham was, 
lead, in as much credit, as (he had been in ai 
time of her life. But thefe are melancholy t 
fleftions. - Pray fend me your poem *, Hoc eri 
&c. or bring it up yourfelf. Barber told it 
he had been feveral hours with the Captain, u 
on a thing that fhould have come outj but w 
now at an end f . He did not tell what it wa 
and I would not aik many queftions, for fear 
giving him fufpiciou* 

LEI 



♦ This poem is an imitation of part of the Sixth Satire of 
Second Book of Horace, and is printed in Vol. VI. of Bathui 
8jro*edition of irs4, p. S%^ ' 

I often wilh'd, that I had clear. 
For life, fiz hundred pounds a-ycar, &c. 
f Free thoughts. 



\ 
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LETTER CCXXXIII. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQJ TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Whitehall^ ^uguji 7, 17 14. 

IT is true you have nothing to do here ; but 
what have you to do any where elfe, till you 

go to Ireland, where you mufl indeed be before 

three months end, in order to qualify yourfelf ? 

*3?he law requires it, as much as if your deanry 

"Was but now conferred upon you. 

Arbuthnott is removed to Chelfea, and will 
fade there. The town fills every moment. We 
>re as fall In the Houfe of Commons, as at any 
time. We are gaping and ftaring, to fee who is 
to rule us. The Whigs think, they fhall engrofs 
all. We think, we fhall have our fhare. In the 
mean time, we have no divifion, at Council, or in 
Parliament. I fent twice to Kenfington, to en- 
quire after Lady Mafliam's health. Next week 
I will go to fee her, and will keep up my ac- 
quaintance, in all events, if fhe thinks fit. I 
will ftay here till our commiflion is either renew- 
ed to us, or given to another. I am your's, &c. 



LET. 
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LETTER CCXXXIV. 

TOLADTMASHAM. 

Madam, -^^gujl 7, i 

I HAD the honour of a letter from 
Ladylliip a week ago ; and, the day a 
came the unfortunate news of the Queen's d< 
which nade it altogether unfeafonable, as 
haps it raay be ftill, to give your Ladyfhip 
kind of trouble. Although my concern I 
great as that of any other good fubjcft, fo 
lofs of fo excellent a Priucels ; yet I can a 
you, Madim, it is Uttle to what i fuffer 
your Ladyihip's particular account. As 
excel in tht^ leveral duties of a tender moth 
true friend, and a loving wife, fo you have 
the bed and moft faiMiful fcrvant to your 
ftrelcs that ever any Sovereign had. And s 
yon have not been rewarded fuitable to 
merits, 1 doubt not but God will make it i 
you in another life, and to your cliildrer 
poAerity in this. I cannot go about to coi 
your Ladyfhip in your great aSliaion, othc 
than by begging you to mnke ufe of your 
piety, and your own wiuloni, of both whicl 
have fo great a ft arc. You are no Ion 
fen ipt ; but you arc ftill a wife, a mother 
a friend; and you are bound in confcien 
take c:;re of your health, in order to 2 
I yo 
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yoorfelf of thcfe duties, as well as you did of the 
other, which is now at an end. 

I pray God to fupport your Ladyfhip, under 
fi) great a fhare of load, in this general caLimity : 
And remain, with die greatefl: refpcA and truth. 
Madam, Your Ladyfhip's 

Moft obedient, and 

Moft obliged fervant. 

I moft heartily thank your Ladyfliip, for the 
favourable expreflions and intentions in your 
letter, written at a time when you were at the 
height of favour and power. 



LETTER CCXXXV. 

TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Mt Lord, ^H^iP ^y I7i4« 

I HAD your's of the third 5 and our country- 
poft is fo ordered, that I could acknow- 
ledge it no fooner. It is true, my Lord, the 
events of five days laft week, might furnifli mo- 
rals for another volume of Seneca. As to my 
Lord Oxford, I told him freely my opinion, be- 
fore I left the town, that he ought to refign at 
the end of the Seiiion. I faid the fame thing 
often to your Lordfliip, and my Lady Mafliam, 
altho' you feemed to tliink other wife, for fomc 
reafons ; and faid fo to him one afternoon, when 
Vol. XV. M I 
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i met you there with my Lord Chancellor. But, 
I remember, one of the laft nights I faw him, (it 
was at Lady Mafliam's lodgings) I faid to him, 
that, upon the foot your Lordfliip and he then 
were, it was impofliblc you could ferve together 
two months ; and I think I was juft a week out in 
my calculntion. I am only forry, that it was not a 
refignation, rather than a removal ; becaufe the 
perfonal kindnefs and diftindtion I always re- 
ceived from his Lord (hip and you, gave me fuch 
a love for you both, (if you great men will allow 
that expreflion in a little one), that I refolved to 
preferve it entire, however yon differed between 
yourfclves ; and in this I did, for fome time, fol- 
low your commands and example. I impute it 
more to the candour of each of you, than to my 
own conduc): ; that having been, for two yearSf 
almoft the only man who went between you, I 
never obferved the leaft alteration in either of 
your countenances towards me. I will fwear for 
no man's fincerity, much Icfs for that of a mini- 
ftcrr of ftate : But this much I have faid, whcrc- 
ever it was proper, that your Lordftiip's propofab 
were always the faircft in the world, and I faith- 
fully delivered them as I was empowered : And 
although I am no very Ikilful man at intrigue, 
yet I durft forfeit my head, that, if the cafe were 
mine, I could either have agreed with you, or 
put you datis voire tort. When I faw all reconci- 
liation impradticable, I thought- to fit retire \ and 
was refolved, for fome rcafons, (not to be men- 
tioned 
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•ncd at this diftance), to have nothing to do 
th whoever was to be Lift in. For, cither I 
ould not be needed, or not be made ufe of. 
nd let the cafe be what it would, I had rather 
: out of the way. All I pretendv:d was, to fpcak 
y thoughts freely, to repreH*nt pc;fons and 
.ings without any mingle of my own iiitorcll and 
iffions, and fometimes, to make ufc of an evil 
iftrument which was like to coft mc dear, e\ cii 
•cm thofe for whofe fervice it was employed. I 
id believe there would be no further occalion for 
le, upon any of thofe accounts. Bcfides, I had 
3 ill an opinion of the Qiiccn's health, that 1 was 
oafident you had not a qu.irter ot time left for 
\it work you had to do 5 having let flip the op- 
lortunity of cultivating thofe difpofitions ihe had 
;ot after her (icknefs at Windfor. I never left 
•rcfling my Lord Oxford with the utmod: ear- 
eftnefs, (and perhaps more than became mc) 
hat we might be put in fuch a condition, as r,ot 
lie at mercy on this great event. And 1 am 
our Lordfliip's witnefs, that you have nothing 
) anfwer for in that matter. I will, for onct , 
ilk in my trade, and tell you that I never f.iw 
ly thing more refcmble our proceedings, than a 
lan of fourfcore, or in a deep confumption, go- 
ig on in his (ins, although his phyfician aflured 
im he could not live a week. Thofe wonderful 
linenicnts, of keeping men in expedlation, and 
Dt letting your friends be too ftrong, might be 
'oper in their fcafon. Sed nu/ic tion erat his locus. 
M 2 Bcfides, 
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Befides, you kept your bread and butter till it 
was too ft ale for any body to care for it. Thus 
your machine, of four years modelling, is dafh- 
cd to pieces, in a moment : And, as well by the 
choice of the Regents, as by their proceedings, 
I do not find there is any intention of manage 
ing you in the leaft. The whole nineteen confift 
cither of the higheft party-men, or (which migh- 
tily mends the matter) of fuch who left us upon 
the fubjeft of the peace, and affefted jealoufies a- 
bout the fucceiHon. It might reafonably be expec- 
ted, tint tJiis quiet pofTeflion might convince the 
Succcflbr of the good diCpoficions of the Church- 
party towards hiai ; and I ever thought there 
was a mi^^hty failure fomcwhere or other, that 
this could not have been done in the Queen^s life. 

But this is too much for what is paft j and 

yet, whoever obferved and difliked the caufes,' 
hath fome tide to quarrel with the effcdls. As to 
what is to come, your liOrddup is in the prime 
of your year?, plcin d^s efprits qui fournijfent les ef" 
peranccs ; and you are now again to adl that part 
(though in another affembly), which you former- 
ly difcharged fo much to your own honour, and 
the advantage of your caufe. You fet out with 
the wind and tide aga'nft you ; yet, at laft, ar- 
rived at your port, from whence you are now 
driven back into open fea again. But, not to in- 
volve myfelf in an allegory, I doubt, whether, af- 
ter this difappointment, you can go on with the 
fame vigour you did in your more early youth* 

Experience 
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Experience, which has added to your v/ifdom, 
has Icflened your refolution. You arc now ii Cxc- 
neral^ who, after many victories, hzth loll a bat- 
tle, and have not the i'anie confid-Jiice in yourfdf 
or your troops. Your fcllo^v-Iillx)u^ers have ei- 
ther made th'jir fortunes, or arc paft them, or 

will go over to fjek iheiii f.ii tlic other liJc. 

Yet, after ;d!, and to rcfumc a liitk courage : To 
be at the head of the Church- iiucrcrt, is no mean 
ftation ; and that, as I take i:, is now in your 
Lordfhip's power. In order to which, I could 
heartily wifli for that union you mention ; he- 
caufe, I need not tell you, that foiie r.ro more 
dextrous at pullin^j down thtir 'jn'-n\ic:j, than, Szc. 
We have certainly more heads and hands than 
our adverfaries 5 but, it niuft he cjnfcfild, they 
have ftronger fhoulders, and better hern ts. I on- 
ly doubt my friends, tlie rab!)lo, are at Ij/ft 
grown trimmers ; and that, fetting up the cry of 
Trade and "Wool, n^^iinft Sachevc/^l a::d ili^ 
Church, hath cooled thtir zeal. I take it for 
granted, there will he a ucw Parliament againfl: 
Winter; and, if they will r;.'tain me on the other 
fide, as their counfc'Jor, I will cp^'^jji^c them a 
majority. But, fmce it is imnoiiiblj 1 may not 
be fo far in their good graces, u your Lordfhip 
thinks my fervlcc may be of any ufe in this new 
world, I wiU be ready to attend you by the be- 
ginning of Winter. For the misfortune is, that 
I muft go to Ireland to take the oaths, which I 
never refleftcd on, till I had notice from fomc 
M 3 friends 
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friends in London. And the fooner I go the bet- 
ter, to prevent accidents ; for I would not wil- 
lingly want a favour at prefent. I think to fct 
out in a few days, but not before your Lordfhip's 
commands aad inftrudlions may reach me. 

I cannot conclude, without offering my hum- 
bled: th.mks and acknowledgments, for your 
LorJfhip's kind intentions towards me, (if this^ 
accident had not happened), of which I received 

fome general hints. 1 pray God diredl your 

Lordfliip : And I defire you will believe me to 

be, what I am, with the utmoft truth and refpeO^ 

Your Lordlhip's moft obedient, &c. 



LETTER CCXXXVr. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ^ TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Whitehall, Augtiji 10, 17 14, 

I NEVER differed from you, in my opinion, 
in any point fo much, as in your propofal 
to accommodate matters between the Dragon and 
his quondam friends* I will venture to go fo far 
with you, as to fay he contributed to his own dif- 
gracc, by his petiteffes, more than they did, or 
ever had it in their power to do. But lince they 
would admit of no terms of accommodation,, 
when he offered to ferve them in their own way, 
I had rather fee his dead carcafe, than that he 
fliould now tamely fubmit to thofe, who have 

loaded 
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loaded him with all the obloquy malice could 
fuggeft, and tongues utter. Have not Chartcris *, 
Brinfden f , and all the runners, been employed 
to call him dog, villain, fot, and worthlefs ? And 
Ihall he, after this, join them ? To what end ? I 

liavc great tendernefs for Lady f , and think 

her bed way is to retire, and enjoy the comforts 
of a domefticlife. But fure the earth has not 
produced fuch monfters as Mercuriulis (|, and his 
companion J, and the prelate %. The laft openly 
avows, he never had obligations to the Dragon ; 
loads him with ten thoufand crimes, though his 
greatcft, in reality, was preferring him. But, to 
come out of this rant j What fhould they be 
friends for ? Ctfi bono ? Are we in a dream ? Is 
' the Queen alive again ? Can the Lady * hereafter 
make any figure, but be a perfona inuta in a dra- 
ma ? If the Dragon declares againll: the Man of 
I Mercury, he may flrike in with the tertium qu'id^ 
that will probably arifej but with him he can nevef 

be 

* The celebrated Colonel Chartcris, whofe chamber and epi- 
taph may be found in the works of Mr Pope. 

f He is faid, by Mr Boycr, Political State, vol. 'it. for junuary 
1711-ia, p. ja, to have been an oculift, and a private agent of 
Lord Bolingbroke; and to have been employed by the r»overn- 
mcnt, in January 1711-12, to attend on Prince Kngcne, whcii 
his Highnefs arrived in England, in the begir«niug of that month. 
\ MaOiaai. 
H Lord Bolingbroke. 

§ Probably the Lord Chancellor Ilarcourt. 
^ The Bifhop of Rochcftcr. 
f I^y Mafham, 
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be otherwife than fpurned and hated. The natu- 
ral refult of this, is, That however I may, for my 
private fatisfadtion, deilre to fee you here, I can- 
not but think yoa fhould go to Ireland, to qualify 
yourfelf, and then return hither, when the chaos 
will be jumbled into fome kind of order. If the 
King keeps fome Tories in employment, the no- 
tion of Whig and Tory will be loft ; but that of 
Court and Country will arife *. The Regency has 
declared in favour of the Whigs in Ireland. I 
believe Mr Thomas will ftand his ground- Wc 
fhall be diffolved as foon as we have fettled the 
Civil Lift. We have no appearance, that any at* 
tempt will be formed by the Pretender. 



LETTER CCXXXVIL 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

Augujl II, i7i4» 

I SWEAR I did not imagine, that you could 
have held out through two pages, even of 
fniall paper, in fo grave a ftyle. Your ftate of 
late paffagcs is right enough. I refledt upon 
them with indignation, and (hall never forgive 
myfelf, for having trufted fo long to fo much real 
pride and aukward humility ; to an air of fuch 
familiar friendihip, and a heart fo void of all 

tcndernefs ; 

* This is a remsurkable predi£don, which wc have icen £bL- 
ilkd. 
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tendernefs ; to fuch a temper of engrofling bufi- 
nefs and power, and fo perfedl an incapacity to 
manage one, with fuch a tyrannical difpolition to 
abufe the other, &c. *. 

But enough of this, I cannot load him as 
k- , without fixing fool on myfclf. 

For you I have a moft fincerc and warm affec- 
tion, and in every part of my life will flicw it. 
Go into Ireland, lince it muft be fo, to fwearf, 
and come back into Britain to blefs me, and thofe 
fev friends, who will enjoy you. 

Johannes Tonfor J brings you this. From 
him you will hear what is doing. Adieu. Love 
we, and love me the better, becaufe, after a 
peater blow than moft men ever felt, I keep up 
niy fpirit ; am neither deje<^ed at what has paflcd, 
nor apprehenfive of what is to come. Mea vir" 
tute me involvo. 



LETTER CCXXXVIIL 

CHARLES FORD, ESQ^; TO DR SWIFT. 

London y ylugujl 12, 17 14. 

OUR Juftices fit feveral hours every day, 
without affording us the leaft news. I 
don't hear any thing they have done worth men* 

tioning, 
• He means Lord Oxford. 

f That is, to take the oaths to the Government, on King 
George's acccfllon to the tlironc. 
f John Barber* 
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tioning, except fome orders they have given a 
the difpute in the city of Dublin. You ma 
fure they are not fuch as will pleafe our frie 
but I think you and I agreed in condemning t 
proceedings in our own people. My Lord D 
is made Lord Lieutenant of Lancafhire. That 
Hampihire are the only vacant employments 
have filled up ; - 1 fuppofe under pretence of i 
being maritime counties. If the Whigs ha< 
rCiSled the lift of Regents, Marlborough, Sur 
land and Wharton, had not been left out. T 
are five Tories too, that would not have bee 
Though they were a little whimfical for thn 
four days about the fuccefiion, they feeme 
recant, and own themfelves in an error b) 
later votes. Every one of them approved 
peace, and were for the addrefs at the end o: 
laft Scffion, that it was fafe, honourable, anc 
vantageous. Confidering what minifters ' 
employed here by the Court of Hanover, 
that the King himfelf had little information 
what he received from them, I think hii 
lliews no ill difpofition to the Tories : And 
fay he is not apt to be hafty in removing the 
fons he finds in employment. The bill is bro 
in for granting him the old duties for the < 
Lift. One Wikes, of Northampton, movet 
tack the place-bill to it ; but nobody fecoi 
him, and he was extremely laughed at. He 
pens unluckily to be a Tory. 

Did you receive your papers laft poft ? 
firft copy is not yet left at St Dunftan's. Sli 
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I fend to Barber for it in Lord Bolingbroke's 
name ? I have writ to him to bring in his bill ; and 
asfoon as he comes, I will pay him. I fuppofc I 
fliall fee him to-morrow. I wllh you a good 
journey to Ireland. But if 1 hear Saturday's poit 
comes into Wantage on Sunday, I may trouble 
you again". Pray let me know when you land in 
Ireland, that I may write to you, if any thing 
happens worth while. I fhidl be very impatient 
for vhat you promife me from thence. I fhould 
be very glad to hear from you while you arc oa 
the road. 

Lord Anglefcy came to town laft Tuefday. 
They are all here now, except Pembroke and 
Strafford. Charles Eversfield is making his court 
to the Dukes of Somerfet and Argyle : He de- 
clares he will keep his place, if he can, and that 
he will not ftir for Campion's eledlion in the 
county of Suflex. Campion and he have had 
fome high words upon that account. Lord Or- 
ford told the Commiffioners of the Admiralty, 
they were ignorant, negligent of their duty, and 
iwntcd zeal for the King's fei-vice. 



LET. 
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LETTER CCXXXIX. ! 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

My Dear Friend, Augiift 12, 1714. 

I THANK you for your kind letter, which is 
very comfortable upon fuch a melancholy oc- 
cafion. My dear Miftrefs's days were numbered 
even in my imagination, and could not exceed 
fuch certain limits, but of that fmall number a 
great deal was cut off by the laft troublefome 
fcene of this contention among her fervauts. 1 
believe fleep was never more welcome to a weary 
traveller, than death was to her ; only it furprifed 
her too fuddenly, before (he had figned her will 5 
which no doubt her being involved in fo much 
bufinefs, hindered her from fi nifhing. It is un- 
fortunate, that fhe had been perfuaded, as is fup- 
pofed by Loundes, that it was neceffary to have 
it under the Great Seal. I have figured to my- 
fclf all this melancholy fcene ; and even, if it 
be poflible, worfe than it has happened twenty 
times 5 fo that I was prepared for it. My cafe is 
not half fo deplorable as poor Lady Mafliam's, 
and feveral of the Queen's fervants ; fome of 
whom have no chance for their bread, but the 
generofity of his prefent Majefty, which feveral 
people, that know him, very much commend. 
So far is plain from what has happened in public 
afiairs, that what one party aflirmed of the fettle- 

I ment 
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nient has proved true, that it was firm : That it 
was in fome mcafure an advantage to the huccef- 
for, not to have been here, and fo obliged to de- 
clare liimfclf in feveral tilings, in which he is 
now at liberty. And, indeed, never any prince 
in this refpe^ came to the crown with greater 
advantage. I can affiire you the peaceable fcene 
that now appears, is a difappointment to more 
than one fet of the people. 

I have an opportunity, calmly and philofophi- 
cally to confidcr that treafure of vilenefs and 
bafenefs, that I always believe to be in the heart 
of man ; and to behold them exert their info- 
lence and bafenefs. Every new inftance, inflcad 
of furprifing and grieving me, as it does fome 
of my friends, really diverts me, and in a man- 
ner improves my theory : Though I think I 
have not met with it in my own cafe, except 
from one man ; and he was very far miftaken, 
for to him I would not abate one grain of my 
proud fpirit. Dc ir friend, the laft fcntence of 
your letter quite kills me. Never repeat that 
melancholy tend;:'r word, that you will endea- 
vour to forget me. I am fure I never can forget 
you, till I meet with (what is impoflible) another, 
whofe converfation 1 can delight fo much in as 
Dr Swift's ; and yet that is the fmallefl: thing 
1 ought to value you for. That hearty fincere 
friendlhip, that plain and open ingenuity in all 
your commerce, is what I am fure I never can 
find in another man. I fliall want often a faith- 
VoL. XV. N ful 
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ful monitor, one that would vindicate me behind- 
my back, and tell me my faults to my face. God^ 
knows, I write this with tears in my eyes. Ycc: 
do not be obftinate, but come up for a little timer 
to London ; and if you muft ne^ds go, we may — 
concert a manner of correfpondence whercvei-^ 
we are. I have a letter from' Gay, juft before 
the Queen's death. Is he not a true poet, whc^ 
had not one of his own books to give to the^ 
Frincefs, that afked for one ? 



LETTER CCXL. 

DR SWIFT TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Auguft 12, 1714* 

I II AD your letter laft poft ; and before you 
can fend me another, I fhall fet out for Ire- 
land. I muft go and take the oaths, and the 
fooner the better. If you are in Ireland when 
I am there, I fhall fee you very feidom. It is 
not a place for any freedom ; but where every 
thing is known in a week, and magnified a hun- 
dred degrees, Thefe are rigorous laws, that 
muft be paflcd through : But if is probable, wc 
may meet in London next winter ; or, if not, 
leave all to fate, that fcldom cares to humour 
our inclinations. I fay all Ihis out of the perfcft 
efteem and friendfliip I have for you. Thefe 
public misfortunes have altered all my meafures, 

and 
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and broke my fpirits. God Almighty blcfs you. 
1 (hall, I hope, be on horfcbat k in a day after 
tVis comes to your hand. I would not anfwer 
your queftions for a million, nor can I think of 
them with any eafc of mind. Adieu. 



LETTER CCXLI. 

CHARLES FORD, ESQ^; TO DR SWIFT. 

AiiguJ} the lj\thf I7I4« * 

I SUPPOSE you expect news upon Craggs's 
return from Hanover ; but I don't hear a 
vord more than what you have in the Lords 
Jufticcs fpcech. Ycfterday morning, after lie 
came, the Whigs looked dejedled, and our 
friends very much pleafed ; tho' I do not know 
.anyreafon for either, unlefs it was cxpeiElc'd by 
both (ides, that he would have brought orders 
for alterations. It feems the Dragon's entertain- 
ment was on a family account, upon the agree- 
ment between Lord Harley and Lord Pclham ; 
and only tliofe, who were concerned in their 
affairs, were invited. But {lighter grounds would 
have ferved to ralfe a ftory at this time ; and it 
was fufficient, that my Lord Townfhend and 
Lord Cowper dined at his houfc. However, wc 
N 2 look 

• On the back of this letter is the following note to the Dean: 
«^ Memorandum, I left Lctcombe, Au^ift 19, 17 14, in order 
<• to ^ to Ireland.'* 
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look upon him as loH: to our fide ; and he hav 
certainly made advances of civility to the Whigs^ 
which they have returned with the utmoft con- 
tempt. I am told Diimal f begins to declare for 
liis old friends, and protefts he was really afraid 
for the Proteftant fuccefEon, which made him 
aft in the manner he did. The foreign Peers are 
certainly deprived of their right of voting, by the 
exprcfs words of the Aft of Succeflion ; and it 
appears it was the intention of the Legiflature at 
that time, for Prince George of Denmark was 
excepted by name ; but it is th()ught the Lords 
will interpret it otherwife, when he comes to be 
tried. They don't lofe the other privileges of 
peerage ; and their pofterity born here, may fit 
in the Houfe. The fame claufe extends to the 
Houfe of Commons ; and no foreigner can enjoy 
any employment, civil or military. They may 
be favourable to the Lords, who are all Whigs ; 
but I doubt poor Duke Difney will lofe his regi- 
ment. I fuppofe Barber has given you an ac- 
count of Lord B 's pamphlet. If you and - 

he are not come to an eclaircifTement upon it, 
fhall I fend to him for it ? I long for the other. 
YeRerday the Commons voted, ncwine con. to 
pay the Hanover troops, that defcrted us in 
1712. To-day Sir William Wyndham, Cam- 
pion, and two or three more, gave fomc oppofi- 
tion to it ; for which they are extremely blamed. 
I think they had afted right, if they had fpokc 

againft 

f The Earl of Ndttingham. 
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»gainft it ycftcrday 5 but it fcems they were not 
then in the houfe. They had not ftreni^th en- 
ough to-day to come to a divilion. 

Once more, I wifli you a good journey, and a 
quick return ; and I hope you will find things 
go better than you expedt. 



.LETTER CCXLir. 

MR GAY TO DR. ARI3UTHN0TT, OR THE 

DEAN OF ST Patrick's. 

Hanover y Augujl the 1 6th ^ 1 7 1 4- 

YOU remember, I fuppofe, that I was to 
Write you abundance of letters from Ha- 
nover; but as one of the nioft diftinguidiing 
qualities of a politician is Iccrccy, you muft not 
cxpeft from me any arcanas of fbate. There is 
another thing that is ncccITary to eftablilh the 
charafter of a politician; which is, to feem always 
to be fiill of affairs of ftate ; to know the conful- 
tations of the Cabinet Council, when at the fame 
time all his politics are collc£led from news- 
papers. Which of thefe two caufes my fdcrccy 
is owring to, I leave you to determine. There is 
yet one thing more, that is extremely necefiary 
ioT a foreign minifter, which he can no more be 
without, than an artizan without his terms ; 
I mean, the terms of his art. I call it an art or 
fcience, becaufe I think the King of France hath 
N 3 eftabliflied 
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eftabliflied an academy to inftruft the young Ma* 
chiavillians of his country in the deep and pro- 
found fcience of politics. To the end that I 
might be qualified for an employment of this 
nature, and not only be qualified myfelf, hot 
(to fpeak in the iHle of Sir John Falftaff) be the 
caufe of qualifications in others, I have made it 
my bufinefs to read memoirs, treaties, &c. and 
as a diftionary of law terms is thought neceflarjr 
for young beginners, fo I thought a diftionary 
of terms of ftate would be no lefs ufeful for 
young politicians. The terms of politics being 
iiot fo numerous, as to fwell into a volume, 
efpecially in time of peace, (for in time of war 
all the terms of fortification are included), I 
thought fit to extract them in the fame manner, 
for the benefit of young pra6iitioners, as a famous 
author hath co^ii piled his learned treatife of the- 
law, called the Dodor and Student. 1 have not 
made any j^reat progrcfs in this piece •, but, how- 
ever, I will juft give you a fpecimen of it, which 
will make you in the fame manner a judge of the 
dcfign and nature of this treatife. 

Poliilc'uvu What are the neccflTary tools for a 
Prince to work with ? 

Siudcnt. Minifters of State. 

Politician, Wiiat arc the two great qualities of 
a Minifter of State ? 

Student, Secrecy and difpatch. 

Politician. Into how many parts arc the Mini<- 
fters of State divided ? 

Student, 
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Student. Into two. Firll^ Minidcrs of State 
at home ; fecondly, Miniders of State abroad^ 
idio arc called Foreign Minifters. 

Politician!. Very right. Now, as I dcfign you 
for the latter of tjiefe employments, I (hall wave 
fiying any thing of the firft of thefe. What arc 
the different degrees of Foreign IMiniftcrs ? 

Student. The different degrees of Foreign Mi- 
nifters arc as follow: iff, Plenipotentarics ; 2d, 
Ambafladors extraordinary ; 3d, Ambafladors in 
ordinary ; 4th, Envoys extroardinary ; 5th, En- 
voys in ordinary ; 6th, Refidents ; 7th, Confuls. 
And, 8th, Secretaries. 

Politician, How is a Foreign Minifter to be 
known ? 

Student. By his credentials. 

Politician, When are a Foreign Minifter's cre- 
dentlab to be delivered ? 

Student, Upon his firff admiffion into the 
prefencc of the Prince, to whom he is fent, 
otherwife called his firff audience. 

Politician, How many kinds of audiences arc 
there ? 

Student, Two, which are called, a public au- 
dience, and a private audience. 

Politician, What fhould a Foreign IMinidcr's 
behaviour be, when he has his firfl: audience ? 

Student. He fliould bow profoundly, fpcak 
deliberately, and wear both fides of his long pcri- 
irig before. 

By 
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By thefe few qiieftions and anfwers, you may 
be able to make ibme judgment of the ufefiilnefs 
of this politic trcatife. Wicquefort, it is true, 
can never be fufiiciently admired for his elaborate 
trcatife of the condu<Et of an ambaflador in all his 
negociations : But I deiign this only as a com- 
pendium, or the Ambaffador's Manual, or Vade- 
mecum. 

I have wrote fo far of this letter, and do not 
know who to fend it to ; but I have now deter- 
mined to fend it, either to Dr Arbuthnott, or 
the Dean of St Patrick's, or to both. My Lord 
Clarendon is very much approved of at Court ; 
and I believe is not diflatisfied with l^is reception. 
We have not much variety of diverfions : What 
we did yefterday, and to-day, we fhall do to- 
morrow ; which is to go to Court, and walk in 
the gardens at Herenhaufen. If I write any 
more, my letter will be juft like my diverfions, 
the fame thing over and over again. So, Sirs, 
your moft obliged, humble fervant, 

J- GAY. 

I would have writ this letter over again, but I 
had not tinie. Correal all erratas. 



LET. 



1 
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LETTER CCXLIIL 

TO LOUD BOLINGDROKE. 

My Lord, Duiliti, Sepu 14, 17 14. 

I HOPE your Lordfliip, who were always fo 
kiad to mc while you were a fcrvant, will 
not forget mc now in your greatncfs. I give you 
this caution, becaufe I really believe you will be 
apt to be exalted in your new fl.uion of retirement, 
which was the only honourable poft tli.it thofc 
who gave it you were capable of conferring. 
And, as in other employments, the circumftances 
with which they are given, are fometimes faid to 
be equally valuable with the gift itfdf, fo it was 
in your cafe. The fealing up your office, and 
efpecially without any dirciSlion from the King, 
difcovercd fuch fentiments of you in fuch per- 
fons, as would make any honeft man proud to 
fliare them. 

I muft be fo free to tell you, that this new of- 
fice of retirement will be harder for you to keep, 
than that of Secretary : And you lij under one 
great difadvantage, bcfides your being too young ; 
that, whereas none but knaves and fools defire to 
deprive you of your former poll, all the honeft 
men in England will be for putting you out of this. 
I go on in writing, though I know not how to 
iend you my letter. If 1 were fure it would be 
opened by the fealers of your office, I would fill 

it 
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it with fome terms of art, that they would better 
deferve than rolifh. 

It is a point of wifJom too hard for me, not to 
look back with vexation upon paft management. 
Divines tell us often from their pulpits, that half 
tlie pains which fome men take to be damned, 
would have compafled their falvation : This, I 
am furc, was extremely our cafe. 1 know not 
what motions your Lordfhip intends ^ but if I fee 
the old Whig meafures taken in th^ next eleflionSf 
and that the Court, the Rank, Eaft-India, and 
South Sea, adl ftrenuoufly, and procure a majo- 
rity, I {hall lie down, and beg of Jupiter to 
heave the cart out of the dirt. 

I would give all I am worth, for the fake of 
my country, that you had left your mantle with 
fome body in the Houfe of Commons, or that % 
dozen honeft men among them had only fo many 
(hreds of it. — And fo having difpatched all our 
friends in England, oiF flies a fplinter, and knocks 
two governors of IrcLmd dead. I remember, wc 
never had leifure to think of that kingdom. The 
poor dead Queen is ufed like the giant Longaron 
in Rabelais. Pantagruel took Longaron by the 
heels, and made him his weapon to kill twenty 
oth^r giants ; then flung him over a river in the 
town, and killed two ducks and an old cat. I 
could talk very wifely to you, but you would re- 
gard me not. 1 bid you, mn defperare de republic 
ca : and fay, that res nohmt d'lu male adminijiraru 
But I will cut all Ihort, and afiiirc you, that if 

you 
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ou do not fave us, I will not be at the pains of 
acking my invention to guefs how wc Ihall be 
aved ; and yet I have read Polybius. 

They tell me you have a very good crop of 
wheat, but the barley is bad. Hay will certainly 
be dear, unlefs we have an open Winter. I hope 
you found your hounds in good condition, and 
that Bright has not made a ftirrup-leathcr of your 
jockey-belt. 

I imagine you now fmoaking with your hum- 
drum fquire, (1 forgot his name), who can go 
home at midnight, and open a dozen gates when 
he is drunk. 

I beg your Lordfliip, not to aik me to lend you 
any money. If you will come and live at the 
dcanry, and furnifh up an apartment, I will find 
you in vidluals and drink, which is more than 
ever you got by the Court : And, as proud as 
you are, I hope to fee you accept a part of this 
offer before I die. 

The take this country ! It has, in three 

^ecks, fpoilt two as good fixpenny pamphlets, as 
ever a proclamation was ifliicd out againlt. And 
Cnce we talk of that, there will not be ******* |. 
I ihall be cured of loving England, as the fellow 
was of his ague, by getting himfelf whipt thro* 
the town. 

I would retire too if I could j but my country- 
feat, where I have an acre of ground, is gone 

to 

f Here arc two or three words in the manufcript totally erafed 
ind iUeglLle. 
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to ruin. The wall of my own apartment is fa 
down, and I want mud to rebuild it, and ft 
to thatch it. Befidcs, a fpiteful neighbour 
feized on fix foot of ground, cai-ried oflF 
trees, and fpoiled my grove. All this is liter 
true, and I have not fortitude enough to go 
fee thofc devaftations. 

But in return, I live a country-life in town, 
no body, and go every day once to prayers 5 ; 
hope, in a few months, to grow as ftupid as 
prefent fituation of affairs will require. 

Well, after all, parfons are not fuch bad c( 
pany, efpecially when they are under fubje£H( 
and I let none but fuch come near me. 

However, pray God forgive them, by wli 
indolence, negledl, or want of friendfliip, I 
reduced to live, with twenty leagues of I 
water between your Lordfhip and me, &c. 



LETTER CCXLIV. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Brother, OBoher 19, 17 

EVEN in afiliclion your letter made me i 
lancholy, and communicated fome of 
fplecn which you had when you wrote it, 1 
made me forfeit fome of my reputation of ch< 
fulnefs and temper under afflidlion. Howevei 
have fo many fubjcdts amongft my friends ! 
I fell 
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fcllow-fervants to be grieved for, that I can cafi- 
Ifturn it of myfclt with credit. The QiKCii's 
poor fervants aix like fo many poor orphans, 
cxpofed in the very ftrects : And thorc, whof^; 
paft obligations of gratitude and lionoiir on^ht to 
have engaged them to have rcprefcntcd th.cir c.ifc, 
pafs by them like fo many abandoned creatures, 
without the poflibility of ever being able to make 
the lead return for a favour, which has added to 
. my theory of human virtue. 

I wifh I did not only Iiaunt~you in the obliging 
and afFev^iona:e fenfc you are plcafcd to Lxprcfs 
iij but were perfonally prclcnt with yen ; and 
I think it were hardly in the power of fortune, 
not to 'make fome minutes plcafant. I dine vith 
my Lord and Lady IMuiham lo-day, where we 
^11, as ufually, remember you. 

You have read ere this tinic, the hiftory of the 
White Staff^j which is either contjivcd by an 
enemy, or by himfclf, to bring down vengeance 5 
and 1 have told fome of his nearefl: fri:i.ds fo. All 
the Dragon can fay, will not give iuni one linj^le 
friend amongft the whole paity ; and theieiore, 
Vol. XV. O I 

* A pami/hlet wihten by Mr Daniel dc Foe, ar.il puIH Hud 
in 1714, ill 8vo, in two paits, under tlic t.itlc tf *■ 'liic ^'Lcrct 
Hiftory of the While Staff; being an acri.uut of affiirs v.vCvv 
the conduft of fonie late n-.inil>crs, and of what inifjt f rcl.iiMy 
liarc happened, if licr Majefty had ni)t died." — Soor aflcr the 
. roblication of it, czwc out, in 8^•o, ** A Dc'cCilion cf the Scplii- 
%and rall-ricsof ihc pamphlet, intillcd, 'I'liC Ju'crct liillory 
nf the White Staff, containing an i.iqi-iry into tl:e bufPs con- 
dnft in the larc manatrcmcr.t, i-articularly wiih rcfpcft to th« 
ProtclCiint fiKwcfiion." 
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I even Wonder at him, which you will fey is a 
ftrange thing. The very great perfon of all * 
can hardly fpeak of him with patience. The 
Conde adls like a man of fpirit, makes up to the 

k > and talks to him, and would have a6led 

with more fenfe than any of them, could he have 
had any body to have a<Sled along with him *, nos 
fiumerus fumuSf &c. The man you fpeak of, is 
jufl: as you defcribe ; fo I beg pardon. Shedwell 
fiiys, he will -have my place at Chellea. ^ Garth 
told me, his merit was giving intelligence about 
his miftrefs's health. I defired he would do me 
the favour to fay, that I valued myfelf upon 
quite the contrary ; and I hoped to live to fee 
the day, when his Majcfty would value me the 
more for it too. I have not feen any thing as 
' yet, to make me recant a certain inconvenient 
opinion I have, that ond cannot pay too dear for 
peace of mind. 

Poor philofopher Berkeley has now the idea f 
of health, which was very hard to produce in 
him ; for he had an idea of a ftrange fever upon 
him; fo ftrong, that it was very hard to deftroy 
it by introducing a contrary one. Poor Gay is 
much where he was, only out of the J Duchefs*s 
family and fervice. He has fome confidence in 
the Princefs and Countefs of Picbourgh j I wifh 

it 

* Probably King Georce T. 

f This alli^'les to his book; in which he attempts to prove, 
that all things fuppofed to depend upon a material world, fubfift 
cnly in idea. 

\ The Duchefs of Monmouth. 
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it may be fignificant to hina. I advifed him to 

m2Lke a poem upon the Princefs, before {he came 

oyer, defcribiog her to the Englilh Ladies ; for 

it feems the Princeis does not diflike that. She 

is really a perfon, that, I believe^ will give great 

content to every body. But Gay was in fuch a 

groveling condition as to the affairs of the world, 

that his mufe would not ftoop to vifit him. I 

can fay no more of news, than that you will find 

the proceedings hitlierto have been comparatively 

gentle. Adieu. 



LETTER CCXLV. 

ANOTHER LETTER FROM THE SAME, WRIT- 
, TEN ON THE SAME PAPER. 

I THANK you kindly for your's, with the in- 
dofed from our. friend. I would have obey- 
ed your commands as to the hiftory of the white 
ftaff; but that there really is no anfwer to it, 
niore than a thing that rifes juft out of what is 
«id in the- hiftory. None wrote on purpofe by 
anyone, that knows matters of fa^St, or can con- 
tradift what he fays ; or indeed wrote by concert 
of the perfons, that are attacked. And i reckon 
any other is not worth your while to read. The 
Dragon denies it ; but as I told the governor, it 
is necefiary for him to do that in a very folemn 
and ftrong manner 5 elfe there will be a ripping 
O 2 anfwer^ 
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anfwer, as yau fay. All things go on at the 
ufual rate. I am at an uncertainty ftill as to my 
little office. I leave them to do juft as they 
pleafe. George Fielding and Brigadier Brittaia 
are grooms of the bed-chamber, which does not 
feem altogether the doing of a certain great man. 
The groom of the ftoleis ftill uncertain, lying 
betwixt two that you know* 1 am told, that 
the great perfon of all has fpoke more contempti- 
bly of the Dragon, than of any body, and in very 
hard terms. Has not he managed finely at laft? 
The Princefs gives great content to every body. 
I will add no more, being to write on the other 
fide to the Dean ; which pray forward. ^ 



LETTER CCXLVI. 

DR SWIFT TO SIR ARTHUR LANGFORD. 

SIR, 2V/W, OBober 30, 1714*- 

I WAS to wait on you the other day, and wa5 
told by your fervant, that you are not to be- 
feen till towards evening, which, at the diftancc 
I am at this time of the year, cannot eafily be 
compafled. My principal bufinefs was to let you 
know, that fiuce my laft return from England^ 
many perfons have complained to me, that I 
fuffered a conventicle to be kept in my parifli, 
and in a place where there never was any before. 
I mentioned this to your nephew Rowley in Du* 

blin^ 
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Win, when he came to me with this meflage from 
y.ou 5 but I could not prevail with him to write 
to you about it. I have always looked upon you 
as an honefl gentleman, of great charity and 
piety in your way ; and I hope you will rcmoiiiber 
at the fame time, that it becomes you to be a 
legal man, and that you will not promote or en- 
courage, much lefs give a beginning to, a thing 
direftly contrary to the law. You know the 
Diffenters in Ireland are fuffered to have their 
conventicles only by connivance, anvl that only 
m places where they formerly ufcd to meet. 
Whereas this conventicle of your's, is a new thing, 
in a new place, entirely of your own eredlion, 
and perverted to this ill ufe from the dcflgn you 
outwardly feemed to have intended it for. It 
has been the wcakclefs of the Diilentcrs, to be too 
fanguine and affuming upon events in the ftate, 
which appeared to give them the lea It encourage- 
ment 5 and this,. in other turns of affairs, hath 
proved very much to their difadvantage. The 
nioft moderate churchmen may be apt to refent, 
^i'hcn they fee a feft, without toleration by law, 
infulting the eftablifhed religion. A\'^hcnever the 
Legiflature fhall think fit to give them leave to 
build new conventicles, all good churchmen will 
fubmit ; but till then, we can hardly fee it with- 
out betraying our church. I hops, therefore,. 
you will not think it hard, if I take thofe 
methods, which my duty obliges me, to prevent 
this growing evil, as far as it lyes in my po'.ver, 
O 3 unlcfs 
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unlefs, you fhall think fit, from your own 
dijnce, or the advice of fome underftai 
fiicnds, to {hut up the doors of tliat conve 
for di£ future. I am, with true friendflii 
eitcem, Sir, your oioft obedieut humble fei 



LETTER CCXLVIL 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQJ TO DR SWU 

SI R, Nov. 4, 

I HAVE one letter fi'om you to acknow 
which I will do very foon. In the 
time, I fend this, to acquaint you, that i 
have not already hid your papers in fom< 
vate place, in the hands of a trufty friend, 
they windfall into the hands of our en( 
Sure, you have already taken care in this n 
by what the public prints told you of the 
ceedings of tlic great men towards the E 
Strafford and Mr Prior. However, for g 
caution, this is fent you by 1 am, &c. 
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LETTER CCXLVIII. 

MONSIEUR SWIFT A MONSIEUR GERALDI *. 

De Dublin^ en Irelande^ 
Monsieur, Ferviere 25, 1714-15. 

JE prens la liberte de vous prefenter le porteup 
ofcellecy, Monficur Howard, gentilhomme 
favant et dc condition de ce pais cy j qui pretend 
de fairc* le tour d' Italic ; et qui etant chanoine 
ea mon doyenn6 et profefleur de college icy, vent 
en voyageant parmi les catholique s' opiniatrer le 
plus dans fon herefie. Et apres tout, Monfieur, 
il n'eft que jufte, que puifque vous avez derobe 
notre franchife Angloife pour Taj outer a votre 
politefle Italienne, que quelques uns de nous 
autres tramontanes devoient en voyageant chez 
▼ous a faire de reprifailles. Vous me fouffi iez 
auffi de vous prier de prefenter mes tres humble 
devoirs a fon altefle royale le Gr ind Due. 

Pour mon particulier, Monfieur, je prens la 
libert6 de vous dire, que deUx mois devarit la 
mort de la reine, voyant, qu'il etoit tout a fait 
impoffible de r* accomtnoder mes amis du mini- 
ftere, jc me retire a la campngne en Berkftiire, 
d'ou apres ce trifte evenement je venois en Ire- 
lande, ou je demurerai en mon doyenne, et at- 
tcns avec la refignation d'un bon Chretien la 
ruinc de notrc caufe et de mes amis, managec 

tous 
• Monficur Giraldi was fccrctary to the Duke of Tufcany.. 
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tous les jours par la faftion dominante. C 
Mcffieurs fon toui- a fait rcfolu de tranch< 
demi-douzaine des tetes des miilcurs d'Angk 
et que vous avez fort bien connus et ef 
Diu fait quel en fera Pcvenement. Pour m 
quitte pour jamais la politique, ct avec la p 
fion des bon gens, qui font maintcnant en \ 
je demeureniy la refte de ma vie en mon t 
tage. pour fonger a mon falut. 

Adieu, INIoufieur, ct me faites la jufti 
croire, que je fuis avec beaucoup de re 
Monfieurs, votre, &c. 



LETTER CCXLIX. 

FROM DR SWIF^ TO MR POPE. 

Duhlifty June 28, 

MY Lord Bifliop of Clogher * gavi 
your kind letter, full of reproach c 
xny not writing. I am naturally no very 
correfpondent ; and wheri I leave a country 
out probability of returning, I think as fe 
ds I can of what I loved or efteemed in it, 
void the deftderium which of all things d 
life nioft uneafy. But you muft give me 
to add one thing •, that you talk at your 

1 

• Dr St George Afhe, formerly a Fellow of Trinity C 
Dublin, (to whom the Dean was a pupil), after waids Bil 
Clogbcr, and tranflatcd to the ice of Derry in 17x6-1.2:.. 
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being wholly unconcerned in public events : For 

if your friends the Whigs continue, you may 

hope for fome favour ; if the Tories rciurn, you 

are at leaft fure of quiet. You know how well 

I loved both Lord Oxford and Bolingbroke^ and 

how dear the Duke of Ormond is to me. Do 

you imagine I can be eafy, while their enemies 

are endeavouring to take off their heads ? / mtnc^ 

ei verjus tecum meditare carnros, — Do you imagine 

I can be eafy, when I think of the probable con- 

fcquences of thcfe proceedings, perhaps ujK)n 

the very peace of the nation, but certainly of the 

minds of fo many hundred thoufand good lub- 

jefts? Upon the whole, you maytruly attribute 

myfilence to the eclipfe, but it was that eclipfe 

which happened on the fnft of Auguft. 

I borrowed your Homer from the bifhop, 
(mine is not yet landed), and read it out in two 
crenings. If it pleafeth others as well as me, 
you have got your end in profit and reputation.- 
Yct I am angry at fome bad ryhmes and triplets; 
and pray, in your next, do not let me have fo 
many unjuftifiable ryhmes to luar and g^ds* I 
tell you all the faults 1 know ; only in one or 
two places, you are a little obfcure ; but I ex- 
peftcd you to be fo in one or two-and-twenty. 
I have heard no foul talk of it here, for indeed 
it is not come over ; nor do we very much a- 
boUnd in judges, at leaft I have not the honour 
to be acquainted with them. Your notes are 
perfeftly good, and fo are your preface and eflay. 

You 
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You were pretty bold in mentioning I<ord 
lingbroke in that preface. I faw the Key to 
Lock but yefterday : I think you have change 
a good deal, to adapt it to the prcfcnt times.f 

God be thanked, I have yet no parliament 
biifinefs ; and if they'^have none with me, I G 
never feek their acquaintance. I have not b 
very fond of them for fome years paft, not wl 
I thought them tolerably good ; and therefc 
if I can get leave to abfent, I fhall be much, 
dined to be on that fide, when there is a par 
ment on this. ■ But truly I muft be a little c 
in my mind before I can think of Scriblerus. 

You are to underftand, that Tlive in the c 
ner of a vaft iinfurnifhed houfe. My fan 
confifts of a fteward, a groom, a helper in 
ftable, a footman, and an old maid, who are 
at board-wages ; and when I do not dine abro 
or make an entertainment, (which laft is v 
rare), 1 eat a mutton-pye, and drink half a f 
of wine. My amufements are, defending 
fmall dominions againft the Archbifhop, and > 
deavouring to reduce my rebellious choir. JF 
ditur hac inter m'lfero lux. I defire you will p 
fcnt my humble fervice to Mr Addifon, Mr O 

gre 

f Put theft two laft obfervations together, and it will app 
that Mr Pope was neither wanting to his friends for fea 
party, nor would infult a miniftry to humour his friends, 
faid of himfclf, and \ believe he faid ti;uly, " That he n 
wrote a line, to gratify the animofity of any one party at 
catpcncc of another. Warl^ 
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jgreve, and Mr Rowe, and Gay. I am, and 
will 6cL always, extremely, 

Your's, &c. 



,L E ;r T E R CCL, 

TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

$ 

My Lord, Dublin^ July 19, i^jl^^ 

IT may look like an idle or officious thing in 
me, . to give your Lordfliip any interruption 
under your prefent circumfiances : Yet I could 
never forgive myfelf, if, after being treated for 
feveral years with the greateft kindnefs and dif- 
tinftion, by a p«rfon of your Lordlhip's virtue, 
I fhould omit making youj at this time, the 
iumbleft offers of my poor fervice and attend- 
ance. It is the firft time I ever folicited you in my 
Own behalf 5 and if I am refufed, it will be the 
firft requeft you ever refufed me. I do not think 
myfelf obliged to regulate my opinions by the 
^1 proceedings of a Houfe of Lords or Commons ; 
.1 anci therefore, however they may acquit them- 
I felves in your Lord (hip's cafe, I fhall take the 
r* liberty of thinking, and calling your Lordfliip 
' the ableft and faithfuleft minifter, and trueft 
lover of your country, that this age hath pro- 
duced. And I have already taken care, that 
you fhall be fo reprefented to poftcrity. in fpite 
of all the rage and malice of your enemies. And 

this 
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this I know will not be wholly indifferent tc 
your Lordfliip 5 who, next to a good confciencr 
always efteemed reputation your beft pofTeffioa 
Your intrepid behaviour, under this profecution 
aftonifheth every one but me, who know yoi 
fo well, and how little it is in the power of hu 
man aftions or events to difcompofe "you. 
have feen your Lordfhip labouring under greatc 
difficulties, and expofed to greater dangers, an 
overcoming both by the providence of Go< 
and your own wifdom and courage. Your lii 
has been already attempted by private malice; 
is now purfued by public refentment- Nothir 
elfc remained. You were deftined to both trials 
and the fame power which delivered you ' 01 
of the paws of the lion and the bear, will, 
truft, deliver you out of the hands of the ui 
circumcifed. 

I can write no more. You fufer for a goc 
caufe, for having preferved your country, ai 
for having been the great inftrument, und 
God, of his prefent Maj city's peaceable acceffi* 
to the throne. This I know, and this yo 
enemies know, and this I will take care that 
the world fliall know, and future ages be co 
vinced of. God Almighty proteft you, and co 
tinue to you that fortitude and magnanimity 
hath endowed you with. Farewell. J. 

I LET 
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LETTER CCLI. 

1)R ARBUTHNOTT ^0 ^R SWIFT. 

I RECEIVED your very Heraclitian letter. I 
am kinder than you. T defire to hear your 
tomplaints, and will always fhare them, when I 
cannot ren^iove them. I fhould have the fame 
concern for things as you, were I not convinced, 
that a comet will make much more (Vrange revo- 
lutions upon the face of our globe, than all the 
petty changes that can be occaiioned by govern- 
ments and miniftries. And you will -^llow it to be 
a matter of importance, to think of methods to 
fave one's (elf and family in fuch a terrible fliock, 
when this whole earth will turn upon new poles, 
and revolve in a new orbit. Iconfldtr myfclf as 
a poor paflenger ; and that the earth is not to be 
forfaken, nor the rocks removed from me. ' But 
you are certainly fome firft minifter of a great 
monarch, who, for 4bme mifbehaviour, are con- 
demned, in this revolution of things, to govern 
achajpter, and a choir of finging-men. I am fure 
Ifliould think myfelf happy, if I had only fuch a 
province as the Litter. Certainly your chapter 
*s too peaceable, and not like other chapters; 
dfe they would give you more occupation. You 
^ee I begin with philofophy. As to bufinefs, I 
^his moment favv the Dragon. He had your let- 
VoL, XV. ^ ters. 
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ters, and fliewed them to me fome time ag 
feems to be mighty fond of the project ; o 
is to be at Wimple, and not in Herefor 
and it is but a ftep fik'ther. He k to wr' 
night, if you believe him, to that very pu 
nay, I am to have the letter to inclofe, anc 
tend to keep mine open till eleven. It is (1 
that you fhould imagine the Dragon had c 
exuvia in his den *^, or that confinement is 
for inadlivity ; fo far from it, all thefe hab 
ten times ftronger upon him than ever, 
will furnifh you with a coUe^lion of new i 
that are as far beyond the old ones, as yc 
Tmagine. Therefore, I fay again, come, ai 
will be far from finding any fuch difmal fci 
you defcribe* Your own letter will furni 
with topics to conquer your melancholy, 
fuch a mutability, what is it, that muft 
time caft up ? Even the return of that brc 
you mention. And as philofophical as I 
fhould be, very fad, if 1 didjiot think th'< 
probable and feafible. As to your friendj 
the world is changed to them, they ai 
changed to you ; and you will be carefTed as 
as ever, and by fome that bore you no got 
formerly. Do you think there is no plea 
hearing the H r-club J declaim upon t 



• Mc was fciit to the Tower. 
f Bolingbrokc. 

% Hanover club," of which Ambrofe Philips, Efq ; ^ 
tarjr. 
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mcncy and gentlenefs of the late reign, and a thou- 
fand ftranger things ? As for the conftitution, it 
k in no more danger, than a flrong man that has 
got a little forfeit by drunkennefs^ All will be 
well, and people recover their fober fcnfcs every 
day. Several of your friends dine with me to-day. 
Lady Ma—, John Drummond, the Judge, &c. 
where you will be remembered. I wiHi I could 
return your compliments as to my wife and 
bairns. Sure you afre a very ill hufband, for you 
kad the compleat thoufand when you were in 
England, and Cxpence of another thoufand given 
by the Dragon. I remember that full well. 

L is gone his progrefs. 1 flaall be at Bath 

in a fortnight. Come that way. Adieu. 

I really think the perfon I recommended, will 
<lp^well; he will be quite another thing before 
*Echaehnas, with Rofingrave's • teaching, &c. 
He has a good voice. 



LETTER CCLir. 

DR FRIENI> f TO DR SWIFT. 

Mr, Dean, Wejiminjler^ Sift. 20, 1715. 

1AM much obliged to Lady Kerry for giving 
you an occafion of writing, and fliall always 
J)e pleafed in receiving any commands from you. 
P 2 Mr 

• See the note on Prior^s letter, dated Auguft i6, 1715. 
t Robert Friend, D. D. Maftcr of VVcftminfter-fchool. 
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Mr Fitzmaurice is very promifing, and a 
rite of mine already. I bad never feen noi 
from any one, that was concerned for hin 
had the favour of your*s 5 but as I had 1 
particular notice of him on his own acc< 
Ihall now do it much more upon your's. T 
be brought xo you by your kinfman, Mr I 
am glad I can tell you, that he has behave 
felf very well here. He is not of the high< 
but is very fober and induftrious, and wil 
out his way, and, 1 believe, deferve any 
ragement you are pleafcd to giye him. 
are in an odd pofture with us at prefen 
the ftate of banishment you are in, may 
dured without much regret : However, 
hope in a little time to fee you here, whei 
of your friends are in town. 

The bilhop f , and my brother f , are 
your's, and very defirous of a happy r 
with you. Before this can be with you, 
be able to guefs how foon that may happer 
may it be as foon as is wiflicd, by, Sir, yoi 
obedient and faithful humble fervant, 

R. F R i : 



f Dr Francis Attcrbury, Bifliop of Rocheftcr, 
t John Friend, M. D. 
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LETTER CCLIIL- 

THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR. SWIFT. 

s I R, on. 17, 1715. 

I WAS extremely pleafed to find you had not 
forgot your friends, when it is fo hard for r^ 
them td write to you, and, by their concern for 
)rou, put you in mind of them. But I find no 
misfortune can leflen your friendfliip, which is fo 
great, as to blind you on the fide of their fauhs, 
and make you believe you fee virtues in them, it 
were happy for them they enjoyed in any degree ; 
fori am Aire, fome of thofe you named, are much 
wanted at his time. I was, as you heard, very 
Well pleafed, that my friend * was fafe as to his 
perfon, but very uneafy at feeing his" reputation 
fc treated. As to his fortune, it is yet in difpute. 
However, as long as he is well, I am fatisfied. It 
M with difficulty I do hear but now arid then 5 a 
ftraggling body brings me an account of him ; for 
there has been no. encouragement to write by the 
poft, all letters mifcarrying, that either he or I. 
liave wrote that way, that we have given it over 
liow, and truft to accident for the news of each 
other. I hope I (hall hear from you oftner than^ 
I have done for fome months paft ; For no friend 
P 3 you 

* Tfec Duke, w'lia being fufpc€lcd of ticafonallc pra£tice$, or 
^efigns, went, abroad. 
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DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 



Indorfedy 
Received, Dec. 2, i 
Dear Friend, 

I HOPE this will find you in good he 
and I hope in gi eater tranquillity of n 
than when we ufed to lament together at you 
ficc, for the eternal faults of our friends. I 
feen the Dragon thrice fince I wrote to you. \ 
without ft) ado w of change ; the greateft exa 
of an unfliaken tranquillity of mind, tliat e 
yet faw, fceming perfetftly well fatisficd witl 
own conduct in every particular. You knb^ 
have often faid, that there is but one Drag( 
rertnn natura, I don't know what he tjiinks, 
I am perfeftly well fatisfied, that there will 
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prodigious quarrel between him and the Prc- 
it about it *. 

am not yet out, but expeft to be foon. Adieu, 
had almoft forgot to tell you of the Preten- 
; declaration, in which there are words to 
purpofe :• * That he had no reafon to doubt 
the good intention of his fiftcr, which was 
e reafon that he fat quiet in her time 5 but 
w was difappointed by the deplorable accident 
her fudden death.' 



LETTER CCLVf. 
dr arbuthnott to dr swift. 

)ear Brother, 

lEND you the fcrap of a letter begun to you 
by the whole fociety, becaufe I fuppofe you 
value the fragments of your friends. The 
ft gentleman at whofe lodgings we wrote, is 

for France. I really value your judgment 
mely, in chufing your friends. I think wor- 
Ar Ford is an inftance of it, being an ho- 

fenfible, firm, friendly man, et qualis ah in* 
procejferat^ &c. 

lOugh, by the way, praifing your judgment 

is 

he Prcfident of the Council, who at that time was Daniel 

f Nottingham. ' 

Written on the fame paper with the lad. 
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is a little compliment to myfclf, which I a 
to fall into of late, nobody now being at the 
ble of doing it for me. The Parnellian, wl 
to have carried this letter, feems to have ch 
his mind, by fome fudden turn in his affair 
I wKh his hopes may not be the effeft of 
accidental thing working upon his fpirits, 
than any well-grounded proje£l. 

If it be any pleafure to you, I can affun 
that you are remembered kindly by your fi 
and I believe not altogether forgot by you 
^nies. I think both is for your reputati( 
am told, that I am to lofe my little prefei 
However, I hope to be able to keep a litt 
bitation warm in town. I cannot but fay, I 
there is one thing in your circumftance 
muft make any man happy ; which is, a lib< 
preach. Such a prodigious privilege, tha 
did not border upon Simony, I could reall) 
chale it for a fum of money. For my ] 
never imagine any man can be uneafy, th 
the opportunity of venting himfelf to a 
congregSition once a-week. And you ma 
tend what you will, I am fure you think i 
or you don't judge right. As for news, I 
enquire about any. Fuimus. Troesy &c. 

My prefent politics, is to give no diftu: 
to the prefent folks in the due exercife of 
power, for fear of forcing them to do very f 
things, rather than part with what they 1 
well. Untowai'd reports in the country will 

el< 
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cleftions dearer, which .1 am forry for. The 
Dragon, I am afraid, will be flruck at. Adieu, 
in hafte. 



LETTER CCLVI. 

MR POPE TO DR SWIFT. 

Jan. iO, 171(1. 

T CANNOT fuffcr a friend to crofs the Irifli 
■*■ feas, without bearing a teftimony from me 
of the conftant cfteem and atfeftion 1 an* both 
obliged and inclined to have for ypu. It ie bet- 
ter he ihould tell you than 1, how often you are 
^^ our thoughts, and in our cups, and how I 
fearn to fleep lefs *, and drink more, whenever 
^pu are named among us. I look upon a friend 
O Ireland, as upon a friend in the other world, 
^bom (Popiihly fpeaking) I believe conftantly 
^ell difpofed towards me, and ready to do me 
11 the good he can, in that ftate of fcparation, 
hough I hear nothing from him, and make 
^ddrefles to him but very rarely. A Proteftant 
divine cannot take it amifs, that I treat him in 
lie fame manner with my patron faint. 

I can tell you no news, but, what you will not 
\ifficiently wonder at, that I fuffer many things 
U an author militant ; whereof, in j^our days of 

probation, 

* Alluding to his conftant cuftom of flceping after dinner. 



\ 
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probation, you have been a fliarer, or yoi 
not arrived to that triumphant ftate you 
defcrvedly enjoy in th^ church. As for i 
have not the leaft hopes of the cardinalet, th 
I fijffcr for my religion in almoft every w 
paper. I have begun to take a pique at the P 
of David, if the wicked may be credited, 
have printed a fcandalous one in my nai 
This report I dare not difcourage too much; 
prrffpedl I have at prefcnt, of a poft undc 
Marquis de Langallerie f 5 wherein, if I cai 
do foaie iignal fervice againft^the Pope, I m 
confidcrably advanced by the Turks, the 
religious people I dare confide in. If it fl 
happen hereafter^ that I fliould write for th 
ly law of Mahomet, I hope it may niak 
breach, between you and me. Every one 
live, and I beg you will not be the man to m; 
the controverfy againft me. The church^of B 
I judge (from many modern fymptoms, as 
as ancient prophecies) to be In a declining c 
tion ; that of England, will in a fhort tin 
fcarce able to maintain her own family 
churches fink as generally as banks in £u 
and for the fan^e reafon ; that religion and t 
which at fii-ft were open and free, have bee 
duced into the management of companies 
the roguery of direftors. 

* In Cuil's coUcftlon. 
- f One who made a noife then, as Count Bonncval h 
ftoce. 
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I don't know why I tell you all this, but that 
always loved to talk to you ; but this is not a 
me for any man to talk to the purpofc. Truth 
a kind of contraband commodity, which I 
ould not venture to export ; and therefore the 
ily thing tending that dangerous way which I 
(hall fay, is, that I am, and always will be, with 
c utmoft fincerity, Yoiht's, &c. 
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HE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. 
SIR, Jan. 23, I715.16. 

LTOUR letter was a great while upon the 
L road, before I had the good luck to have 
> and I think I was happy, that it ever arrived 
ire ; for it is the fecond letter I have received 
it of Ireland in above feven months. Either 
lofe few friends I have there are afraid of taking 
)tice of me, or my enemies won't let me have 
le comfort of thinking I have any left, and 
icrefore ftop my letters. I give you a thoufand 
tanks, for fo kindly remembering an abfent 
lend. As you always think right, I don't won- 
T you are of the opinion our friend * has not 
1 his good offices very well returned. But who 
e in this world, mufl: arm themfelves with pa- 
nce, and a refolution able to bear ingratitude, 

reproach, 

♦ Probably the Earl of Oxford. 



nMT^i^pt tue world would take care 4 i 
hear, if he were otherwife. 

The Lady you name in your letter, li 
her houfe at Berkfhire. I can't entertai 
with fo much as the tittle-tattles of the 
having not feen it thefe four months, nor 
any thing but frofl and fnow ; which mak 
converfe moft with robin-red- breafts, that - 
the favour to come in at the windows to f! 
Your niece is your humble fervant ; but no 
having a rafh. 

I believe by this time you wi(h you h; 
provoked me to write ; fince you are tr< 
with fo long a fcroU from me, who am; 
great truth. Sir, your moft fincere frien< 
humble fervant* 
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LETTER CCLVIII. 

ATTERBURY, BISHOP t) F ROCHESTER, 
TO DR SWIFT. 

OD Mr Dean, Bromley *, April 6^ 1716. . 
WY gout kept mc fo long a prifoner at 
X Weftminifter this Winter, that I have 
d at Bromley this Spring, much fooner than 
• I yet did; for which reafon, my meeting 
I Dr Younger will be more difficult, than it 
lid be, had I been ftill at the deanry f . 
lie beft (or rather the worft) is,, that I be- 
? he can fay nothing to you upon the matter 
ut which' you write, which will pleafe you. 

deanry % is of the old foundation 5 and in 
uch foundations, the deans have no extraor- 
iry power or privilege, and are nothing more 
1 refidentiaries, with a peculiar corps belong- 
to them as deans ; the firft of the chapter, 

fuch whofe prefence is not neceffary to- 
ds the difpatch of any one capitular aft, the 
or refidentiary fupplying their abfence, in 
ry cafe, with full authority. Thus, I lay, 

cafe generally is in the old deanries, unlefs 
Vol. XV. Q^ where 

Bromley in Kent, -where the biihops of Rochcftcr have an 
^opal palace. 

Of Weftminfler, which has long been cpnnc£ted with the 
prick of Rocheftcr. 
Of Salirbury. 
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where the local ftatutes may have exprcfsly re- 
ferved fome peculiar power or privilege to the 
deans of thofe churches. But none of them, I 
dare fay, have a negative, either by common law, 
cuftom, or local ftatute. Thus much to fliew 
you, that a nice fearch into the peculiar rights 
of the dean of Sarum, will be needlefs, if not 
niifchievous to you. The three deanries which 
I have had, are all of the new foundation, by 
Henry the Eighth, or Queen Elizabeth. 

In the charters of all there is a claufe, im- 
powering the dean, to make, punifh/ and un- 
make all the officers. In the ftatutes of one of 
them (Carlifle) the dean's confent, in all gra^ 
viores cauft^ is made exprefsly neceflary \ and in 
the other two, nothing from the ibundation of 
thofe churches ever pafled the feal, without the 
Cit^xx^sftgtlletur firft written on the leaf^, patent, 
prcfentation, &c. which is a manifeft and uncon- 
tefted proof of his negative. As to the power 
of propofing, that I apprehended not to be cx- 
clufivc to the other members of the chapter. It 
is a point chiefly of decency and convenience 5 
the dean being the principal perfon, and fup- 
pofed beft to be acquainted with the affairs of the 
church, and in what order they are fitteft to be 
tranfafted. But if any one elfe of the body will 
propofe any thing, and the i-eft of the chapter 
will debate it, I fee not how the dean can hinder 
them, unlefs it be by leaving the chapter : And 
that itfelf will be of no moment in churches, 

where 
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where his abfence doth not break up and diflblvc 
the chapter 5 as it does, where his confent to any 
thing there treated of, is exprefsly required befQi*e 
it can pafs into an aft. Where, indeed, he is 
allowed fuch a negative, he is generally allowed 
to make all propofals : Becaufe it would be to 
no purpofc, for any one to make a propofition, 
which he can quafh by a diiTent ; but this is not, 
I fay, a matter of right, but prudence. 

Upon the whole, the beft advice I can give 
you, b, whatever your powers are by ftatute or 
ufage, not to infill on them too ftriftly in either 
of the cafes mentioned by you, unlefs you are 
very fure of the favour and countenance of your 
vifitor. The lawyers, you will find, whenever 
fiich points come before them for a decifion, are 
very apt to difregard ftatutes and cuftom in fuch 
cafes ; and to fay, that their books make the 
aft of the majority of the corporation, the legal 
aft of the body, without confidering whether 
the dean be among the minority or no. And 
therefore your utmoft dexterity and addrefs will 
be neceflTary^, hi order to prevent fuch a trial of 
your right at Common Law ; which, it is ten to 
one, (efpecially as things now ftand) will go 
againft you. If the refraftory part of your 
chapter are ftout, and men of any fenfe, or fup- 
ported underhand, (the laft of thefe is highly 
probable) you had better make ufe of expedients 
to decline the difficulty, than bring it at prefent 
10 a dccifion. Thefe are the beft lights, and 
0^2 this 
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this the beft advice, I can give you, after 
experience of the natural confeqiience o; 
ftrugglcs, and a careful fearch into the foun 
of the powers and privileges claimed and di 
on the one fide and the other. I wifh I 
fay any thing more to y6ur fatisfadlion, 
cannot ; and I think, in all fuch cafes, t) 
inftance I can give you of my friendfhip, 
to deceive you. 

There is a ftatute in the latter end oi 
Henry the Eighth's reign, worthy of your p 
The title of it relates to the lenfes of hofpitm 
and the tenor of it did, in my apprehc 
feem. always to imply, that, without the 
mafter, &c. nothing could be legally done 
corporation. But the lawyers will not 
this to be good do6lrine ; and fay, that 
(notwithfVanding a conftant phrafe of it) 
mines nothing of this kind, and, at the 
implies it only as to fuch deanries, &c. 
the dean, mafter, &c. ha^^e the right of i 
tive by ftatute or ufage. And few lawyers 
are, who will allow even thus much. I 
explain myfclf farther on that head : Bu 
you pcrufe the ftatute, you will fee what I 
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them. God forgive thofe, who have furniflied 
fflc with this knowledge, by involving nie dc- 
figncdly into thofe fquabblcs. I thank God, 
I have forgiven them. 

' Iwillentet- into nothing but the enquiries of 
your letter ; and therefore add not a word more, 
cither in Englifh or Latin, but that I am, with 
peat cfteem, good Mr Dean, .your very affec- 
tionate humble fervant, F R. R O F F E N. 



LETTER CCLIX. 

LADY BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

Mr Dean, London, -May 5, 171(5.. 

YOUR letter came in very good time to me, 
when I Was full of vexation and trouble,, 
^hich all vanifhes, finding that you were fo good" 
to remember me under my affli»5lions, which have 
heen not greater than you can tliink, but much 
greater than 1 can exprefs. I am now in town j 
bufinefs called me hither ; and when that is 
finifhed, 1 fhall retire with more comfort than I 
came. Do not forfake an old friend, nor be- 
lieve reports which are fcandalous and falfe. 
You arc pleafed to enquire after my health : I 
can give you no good account of it at prefent ; 
but that country, whither I fhall go next week, 
will, I hope, fet me up. As to my temper, if it 
is poffible, I am more infipid and duil than ever,. 
0^3 ' except: 
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except in fothe places, and there I am a 
fury, efpecially if they dare mention my 
Lord without refpedt, which fometimes hap 
for good manners and relationfhip are laid 
in this town ; It is not hard for you to 
whom I mean. I have not yet feen her Gn 
but defign it in a day or two : We have k< 
correfpondence ever fince our misfortunesj 
her Grace is pleafed to call me fifter. Xh 
no body in the world has a truer refpe£] 
value for her, than myfelf. I fend this tc 
friend" John ; and beg yon, when you do m 
favour of an anfwer, to fend it to him, wh< 
take cai'e to convey it to me in the coui 
for your letter lay a long while, before it cai 
my hands. I beg you to look with a fri< 
eye upon all my faults and blots in this 1 
and that you will believe me, what I reall) 
your moft faithful humble fervant, 



LETTER CCLX, 

LADY BOLINGBR-OKE f TO DR SWIF' 

Dear Sir, London^ -^tiguji 4, i 

I WISH your laft had found me in the c 
try J but,, to my misfortune, I am ftill 
in town, foliciting my unfoitunate bufine 

* The Duchcfs of Ormond. 

f Frances, firft wife of the Lord Vifcount Bolingbrok 
dav^hter of Sir Henry Wincbcomb, of Bucklcbury, in B 
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have found great favour from his Majefty. But 
form is a tedious thing to wait upon. Since 'tis 
my fate, I muft bear it with patience, and per- 
feft it, if I can ; for there is nothing like follow- 
ing |;)ufinefs. one's felf. I am unwilling to flir 
without the feals, which I hope to have foon. I 
have been very ill; this place never agreeing with 
me, and lefs now than ever, it being prodigious 
hot weather. 

I know not what to fay as to one part of your's 5 
only this, that you will forgive the fears of a wo- 
man, if Ihe fays Ihe is glad it is as it is, though it 
has almoft ruined her. I hope, one time or other, 
his Majefty will find my Lord has been mifrepre- 
fented 5 and, by that means, he may be reftored 
to his country once more with honour ; or elfe, 
however har(h it may found out of my mouth, I 
iad rather wear black. Thefe are my real fenti- 
ments. I never thought my felf, nor my health, 
of any confequencc till lately ; and fince you tell 
me 'tis fo to the unworthy, as you plcafe to term 
it, I fhall take care of it ; for the worthy, which 
I once thouglit fo, they are good for nothing, 
but to neglect diftrefled friends., T'lofe few 
friends I meet with now, are worth a tl. ourind 
relations : That T found lor n; ago. Wc ha e c[?e 
happinefs of odd, halt-xitted reiatior!', and ^illy, 
obftinate, opiniater friends, that are a icvei-c 
plague to me. I never could have the pieafure 

of talking one moment to the D — of O : *. 

Sh- 

• Duchcfs of Ormond. 
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She had always companv, and fom? that I wifli 
fhe had not. ohe is now out of town, and wc 
do not correfpond at prcfent. I wifh her all hap- 
pinefs, and in better hands as to her bufinefs* 
You have a much better opinion of me than I de- 
ferve j but I will ftudy all I can, to merit that fa- 
vour, which you arc fo kind to aflure me of. 

I wifh it were poffible for us two to meet, that 
I might aflure you, in perfon, that I am your's- 
moft faithfully. 

Tour's came fafe. I hope this will to you. 
There is a Lady who never forgets you, and a 
particular friend to me, and has been a great 
comfort to me in my trouble : I mean my tenant*.: 
She is now in the country^ to my grief. 



LETTER CCLXI. 

FROM DR SWIFT TO MR POPE. 

Auguft 30, 17 16. 

IH A D the favour of your's by Mr F. 5 of 
whom, before any other queftion relating 
to your health or fortune, or fuccefs as a poet, I 
inquired your principles, in the common form,. 
•* Is he a Whig, or a Tory ?" I am forry to find 
they are not fo well tallied to the prefent juncture, 
as I could wifli. I always thought the terms of 
faElo and jure had been in -* duced by the poets ;? 
and that pofleflion of any fort in kings, was held 

an. 



CORRESPONDENCE. i8^ 

an unexceptionable title in the courts of Parnaflus. 
If you do not grow a perfeft good fubje6l in all 
' its prefent latitudes, I iliall conclude you are be- 
come rich, and able to live, without dedications 
to men in power ; whereby one great inconveni- 
ence will follow, that you, and the world, and 
pofterity, will be utterly ignorant of their virtues. 
For cither your brethren have miferably deceived 
1JS thefe hundred years pad, or power confers 
"Virtue, as naturally as five of your Popifh facra- 

fficnts do grace.- You fleep Icfs, and drink 

more ; — but your mafter, Horace, was vmifomni' 
9»? henignui : And, as I take it, both are prop^ 
for your trade. As to mine, there are a thou- 
ftnd poetical texts to confirm the one ; and as to 
Ae other, I know it was anciently the cuftom to 
fleep in temples, for thofe who would confult the 
Oracles, ** Who diftates to me {lumbering, &c."* 
You are an ill catholic, or a worfe geographer \ 
for I can aflure you, Ireland is not paradife ; and 
I appeal even to any Spanifli Divine, whether ad- 
dreflcs werC ever made to a friend in hell, or 
purgatory? And who are all thefe enemies you 
hint at ? I can only think of Curl, Gildon, 
'Squire Burnet, Blackmore, and a few others 
whofe fame I have forgot. Tools, in my opinion, 
are as neceflary for a good writer, as pen, ink, 
and p'aper. And befides, I would fain know, 
whether every draper doth not fliew you three 
or four damned pieces of fluff to fet off his good 

\ one? 

• Milton. 
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one ? However, I will grant, that one thorough 
bookfelling-rogue is better qualified to vex an ac- 
thor, than all his cotem^orary fcribblei-s in critic 
or fatire, not only by ftolen copies of what was 
incorredl, or unfit for the public, but by down- 
right laying other men's dulnefs at your door. I 
had a long defign upon the ears of that Curl, 
when I was in credit 5 but the rogue would never 
allow me a fair ftroke at them, although my pen- 
. knife was>eady drawn and (harp. I can hardly 
believe the relation of his being poifoned, altho' 
the hiftorian pretends to have been an eye wit- 
nefs : But I beg pardon ; fack might do it| altW 
ratfbane would not. I never faw the thing you • 
mention, as falfely imputed to you 5 but I think , 
the frolics of merry hours, even when we are 
guilty, {hould not be left to the mercy of our beft 
friends, until Curl and his refemblers are hanged. 
"With fubmifiion to the better judgment of yon 
and your friends, I take your proje£l: of an em- 
ployment under the Turks, to be idle and unne* 
cefFary. Have a little patience, and )ipu will find 
more merit and encouragement at home by the 
fame methods. You are ungrateful to your coun- 
try; quit but your own religion, and ridicule 
our's, and that will allow you a free choice for 
any other, or for none at all, and pay you well 
into the bargain. Therefore, pray do not run and 
difgrace us among the Turks, by telling them you 
were forced to leave your native home, becaufc 
we would oblige you to be a Chi'iftian ; whereasy 

wc 
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^11 make it appear to all the world, that we 
r compelled you to be a Whig, 
here is a young ingenious Quaker in this 
a, who writes verfes to his miftrefs, not very 
eft, but in a ftrain purely what a poetical 
iker fhould do, commending her look and 
it, &c. It gave me a hint, that a fet of Qua- 
paftorals might fucceed, if our friend Gay * 
Id fancy it, and I think it a fruitful fubjedb. 
^ hear what he fays. I believe further, the 
oral ridicule is not exhauded ; and that a 
ter, footman, or chairman's paftoral f , might 
veil. Or, what think you of a Newgate pafto- 

among the whores and thieves there ? 
-aftly, to conclude, I love you never the worfc 

feldom writing to you. I am in an obfcure 
ie, where you know neither thing nor perfon. 
m only anfwer your's, which I promife to do 
:r a fort, whenever you think fit to employ 
But I can aflure you, the fcene and the 
es have deprefled me wonderfully ; for I will 
mte no defeft to thofe two paltry years, which 
'e fliptby fince I had the happinefs to fee you. 
n, with the trucft efteem, 

Your's, &c. 

LET. 

Gay wrote a paftoral of this kind, which is publiflied in bis 
Ls. Warh. 

Swift himfeif wrote one of this kind, intitled, Dermot and 
:lah. See it in'vol. viii. p. o,%Z. 
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LETTER CCLXII. 

THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. , 

SIR, Sept. 14, 1716. 

I HAD the ill fortune to mifs of that letter 
you upbraided me ^with. I had dcfcrvcd 
any reproaches you could make me, if it had 
^come to my hands, and I not made due acknow- 
ledgements for your enquiries after me. Fll mate 
you wifh you'd not been fo angry with me ; for 
I will fcrall out myfelf, what you'd rather Betty 
or my maid had, for they would have made 
fhorter work of it ; but I will anfwer every part 
of your's, that you obliged me with by Mr Ford. 

Firft, As to the Lady you ment4on> the rea- 
fon I had not feen her in a great while, was my 
being in the country. To tell you the truth, I 
believe her hufband has been a better courticri 
than either fhe, or any of her fex, could be 5 be- 
caufe men have it in their power to ferve, and I 
believe her's has effedtually done what lay in him* 

You kindly alk how my affairs go. There is 
yet no end^of them, and God only knows when 
there will Be. For when every thing was thought 
done, a fudden blaft had blown all hopes away, 
and then they gave me frefli expectations. In the 
mean time, I am forced to live upon the bor- 
row 5 my goods all taken away j that I flian't 

I have 
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fo much as a bed to lye upon, but what I 
buy, and no money of my own to do that 
; fo that you may imagine me in a chearful 

I pray God fupport me. 
le' Gentleman you enquired after, Is very 
now. The illnefs you heard lie had, he has 
fubjeft to a good while. What you defirc, 
h were in the power of either his brother or 
but all will go from both of us, ^of every 
. Only they fay, that the cloaths upon my 
, I may perhaps call my own, and that's all, 
s obliged to leave the country. I was fo ill 
s, that, if I had not come to the phyficians, 
n'c tell what might have happened. My 
»hter is jour moft humble fervant, and is 
ty well in health. 

m not I one of my word, and troubled you 
e as long as you would have wilht ? But 
U find by this, that a woman's pen fliould no 
e be fet at work, than her tongue; for (lie 
;r knows when to let either of them reft. But 
paper puts me in mind, that I have but juft 
m to tell you, I wilh much to fee you here, if 
)uld be with your fatisfaction ; and that I am, 
1 great fnicerity, Sir, your faithful humble 
'ant, 

M. ORMOND. 
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LETTER CCLXIII. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR. SWIFT. 

osi. 23, l^l6' 

IT is a very great truth, that, among all the 
loiTes which I have fuftained, none aflPeft- 
cd me more fenfibly, than that of your company 
■ and correfpondence ; and yet, even now, I 
Ihoujd not venture to write to you, did not you 
provoke me to it. A commerce of letters between 
two men, who are out of the world, and who 
do not care one farthing to return into it again, , 
muft be of little moment to the ftate ; and yet I 
remember enough of that world, to know, that 
the moft innocent things become criminal in 
fome men, as the moil ci-iminal pafs applauded 
in others. 

Your letter breathes the fame fpirit as your . 
converfation, at all times infpired, even when the. 
occafions of praftifing the fevereft rules of vir* 
tuous fortitude feemed moft remote,, if fuch oc- 
cafions could ever feem remote, to men, who arc 
under the direftion of your able and honeft frictid 
Sir Roger *. 

To write about myfelf, is no agreeable talk ; 
but your commands are fufEcient at once to de- 

tcrmme 

* Sir Roger is the name given to Lord Trcafurer Oxford, in 
the Hiftory of John Bull. As Bolingbrokc is knov;n to have 
hated and defpifcd the Treafurcr, the .woids ahic and honefi 

ft be taken ironically. 
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md excufe me. Know, therefore, that 
h IS far better than it has been a great 
tiat the money, which I brought over 
, will hold out fome time longer; and 
ve fecured a fmall fund, which will yield, 
)art of the world, a revenue fulficient 
qui petit le retrencher me me avec plaiftr dam 
'its, I ufe a French expreflion, becaufe 
>t one, that pleafes me, ready in Englifh. 
everal months after my leaving that ob* 
reat, into which I had thrown myfelf laft 
rent through all the mortifying circum- 
naginable. Ar prefent I enjoy, as far as 
;r myfelf, great complacency of mind ; 
inward fatisfa^lion is embittered, when I 
the condition of my friends. They are 
7L dark hole, where they grope about 
d guides, ftumble from miftake to mif- 
tle againft one another, and dafh their 
linft the wall ; and all this to no purpofc. 
•e yourfelf, that there is no returning to 
\ going out, but by going back. My ftylc 
, but it is your trade to deal in myfterics, 
sfore I add neither comment nor excufe. 
. undepftand me ; arid I conjure you to 
idcd, that if I could have half an hour's 
tion with you, for which I would barter 
)urs of life, you would ftare, haul your 
I bite paper, more than ever you did in 
*. Adieu, dear friend ; may the kindeft 
R 2 influence 

; a ftjroog piduie of Swift*s manner. 
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influence of heaven be flied upon you. Whether 
we may ever meet again, that heaven only kno^s ; 
if we do, what millions of things fliall we have ta 
talk over ! In the mean while, believe, that no- 
thing fits fo near my heart, as my country and my ' 
friends ; and that, among thele, you ever had, 
and ever fhall have, a principal place/ 

If you write to me, direft A Monfteur Charloiy 
chez Monfteur Catitilhn^ banqmeryruede PArbrefscJ^ 
Once more adieu. 



LETTER CCLXIV. 

CHARLES FOUD, ESQ^ TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Parts, Oa. 28, [1 716.] 

IF I was to fee you again, you would give twice 
as much as you offered fix weeks ago, not to 
have fcen me. By the fame rule, you might af- 
ford fomething not to hear from me ; but the in- 
clofed came this morning to me, and I could not 
fend it away, without adding a few lines in the 
cover. They are not to put you again into the 
fpleen, but only to afk, how you do, and how you 
employ yourfelf ? Do the great defigns go on at 
Laracor f ? or have the rains put a flop to your 
improvements, as well as to my journey .? It-will 
coft you but a penny, and a few minutes to an- 

fwer. 

* The name of a flreet in Paris, 
f The Dean*s jiving. 
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fwer thefc qucftions ; and, in return, you fliall 
know any thing you defire to know of me in my 
travels. 1 fliall go on as foon as we have five or 
(ix days funfhine to dry the roads, and make the 
fineft country in the. world fupportable. lam 
laughed at here, when I talk of travelling, and 
yet of waiting for fiiir woatlier 5 but to me the 
journey is the greateft part of the plcafiire. . And 
whereas my- companion is continuully wifliing 
himfelf at Rome, I wifli Rome was a thoufand 
leagues farther, that I mii^ht have more way to 
pafs in France and Italy. 

If you will do me the favour to write to me, 
iiredt to be left w^ith ISlr Cantillon, banker ia 
Paris. 



LETTER CCLXV. 

THE ARCHBIS^HOP TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Lofulony Sr'Jfoli'JIreety Nov, 22, 1716, 

I RE AD your's of the 13th inOfant, with great 
fatisfadtion. It is not only an advantage 
o you and me, that there fhould.be a good cor- 
efpondence between us, but alfo to the public ; 
nd I aflure you, I had much ado to perfuadc 
•eople here, that we keep any tolerable meafures 
ath one another ; much Icfs, that there was 
ny thing of a good intelligence : And therefore 
ou judged right, that it ought not to be faid^ 
R 3 that 
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that m fo many months I had not received an] 
letter from you. 

I do a little admire, that thofe that fhould be 
your fafteft friends, fliould be fo oppofite t< 
acknowledge the fervice you did, in procuring ih 
twentieth-parts and jlrji^fruits, I know no rea 
fon for it, except the zeal I fhewed, to do yoi 
jiifiice in that particular from the beginning. Bui 
fince I only did it, as obliged to bear teftimonj 
to the truth, in a matter which I certainly knew, 
and would haveMone the fame for tiie worft ene- 
my T had in the world ; I fee no reafon wh] 
you fhould fufFcr, becaufe I, among others, wa 
your witnefs. But be not concerned : Ingrati 
^ _tud^ is warranted by modern and ancient cuftom 
and it is more honour for a man to have it alk 
ed, why he had not a fuitable return to his me 
rits, than why he was overpaid? Benefacere^ i 
male audire^ is the lot of the bcft men/ If ca 
lumny or ingratitude could have put me out" c 
my way, God knows where I fhould have wan 
dered *by this time. 

I am glad the bufinefs of St Nicholas * is ovc 
any way. My inclination was Mr Wall, that 
might have joined the vicarage of Caftle-nock t 
the prebend of Malahidart; which would ha\ 
made a good provilion for one man, fervc 
the cures better, and yielded more then to tl 

incumben 

* The Dean and Chapter of St Patrick's are the appropriat 
of that church, and have the ri^jht of beilowing the cure 
whom tliey pleafc. 
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incumbent, than it can do now, when in diffe- 
rent hands. But I <:ould not compafs it, without 
wfing more power over my clergy, than I am will- 
ing to exert. But as I am thankful to you for 
your condefcenfion in that affair ; fo I will ex- 
pcft, that thofe with whom you have complied, 
fliould fliew their fenfe of it, by a mutual return 
. of the like compliance, when there fliall be occa- 
fion. Such recipi*ocal kind offices, are the ground 
of mutual confidence and friendfhip, and the 
fewcl that keeps them alive : And I think, no- 
filing can contribute more to our common eafe^^ 
^d the puhlic good, than maintaining thefe be- 
.^Wcen you and jne, and with the clergy. 

"We have a ftrong report, that my Lord Bo- 
liJigbroke will return here, and be pardoned ; 
^^rtainly it muft not be for nothing. I hope he 
^^n tell no ill ftory of you. 

I add only my prayers for you I and am. Sir, 
your moft humble fervant, and brother. 
It . W I L L. D U B L I N. 



LETTER CCLXVL 

^R SWIFT TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN. 

My LoRDy Triwy Dec. 16, 17 16. 

I Should be forry to- fee my Lord Bolingbroke 
following the trade of an infornier ; becaufe 
he is a perfoa for whom I always had, and ftill 

continue. 
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continue, a very great love and efleem. For I 
think, as the reft of mankind do, that informers 
are a deteftable race of people, although they 
may be fometimes neceflary. Lefides, 1 do not 
fee whom his Lordfliip can inform againft, ex- 
cept himfelf. He was three or four days at the 
Court of France, wIuIq he was fecretary; and it is 
barely poffible, he miglit then have entered into 
fomedeep negotiation with the Pretender: Altho* 
I would not believe him, if he fhould fwear it 5 
*'becaufe he protefted to me, that he never faw 
him but once, and that was at a great diftancc, 
in public, at an opera. As to any others of 
the miniftry at that time, I am confident he 
cannot accufe them ; and that they will appear 
as innocent with relation to the Pretender, as any 
who. are now at the helm. And as to myfelf, 
if I were of any importance, I fhould be very 
eafy under fuch an accufation ,• much eafier, than 
I am to think your Grace imagineth me in any 
danger, or that Lord Bolingbroke fliould have.* 
any ill flory to tell of me. He knoweth, and 
loveth, and thinketh too well of me, to be capa- 
ble of fuch an adlion. But I am furprifed to 
think your Grace could talk, or aft, or corre- ^ 
fpond with me for Ibme years paft, while you 
muft needs believe me a moft falfe and vile man ; 
-declaring to you, oaall occafions, my ahborreuce of 
the Pretendery and yet privately engaged with a 
minlflry to bring him in ; and therefore warn- 
ing me to look to myfcif, and prepare my de- 
fence 
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fence againft a falfe brother, coming over to^ 
difcover fuch fecrets as would hang me. Had 
there been ever the leall: overture or intent of 
bringing in the Pretender^ during my acquaintance 
with, the miniftry, 1 diink I mufl have been very 
ftupid, not to have picked out fome difcovcries 
or fufpicions. And akhough 1 am not furc I 
(hould ht^ve turned informer, yet I am certain 
I fliould have dropt fome general cautions, and 
immediately have retired. "When people fay,, 
things were not ripe at the Queen's death ; they 
fay, tbey know not what. Things were 'rotten : 
And had the minifters any fuch thoughts, they 
{hould have begun three years before ; and they, 
vho fay otl^erwifc, underftood nothing of the 
ftate of the kingdom at that time. 

But whether I am miftaken or no in oth^r 
men, I beg your Grace to believe, that I am not 
iniftaken in myfelf. I always profciTcd to be 
again/} the Pretender ; and am fo JlilU And this 
is not to make my court, (which I know is 
vain).; for I own myfeif full of doubts, fears, 
and diflratisfa<Etions, which I think on as felcJom 
as I can : Yet, if I were of any value, the public 
may fafely rely on my loyalty ; becaufe I look upon 
the coming of the Pretender as a greater evil, than 
any we are like to fufFer under the word Whig 
miniftry that can be found. 

I have not fpoke or thought fo much of party 
thefe ' two years ; nor could any thing have 
tempted me to it, but the grief I have in {land- 
ing 
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ing fo ill in ydur Grace's opinion. I beg 
Grace's bleffing -, 

And am, &g. 

J. SWI 



LETTER CCLXVII. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESC^J TO DR SWI*] 

SIR, London^ yctn. 12, 171 

ABOUT two months ago, 1 fent you ? 
long epiftle, and was in hopes you 1 
cither have made us a vifit, or have let us 
from you. Since yaii have done neirhe 
muft flatter ourfelves, that you will be bett< 
i)2w year than the former. 
. Our friend Prior, not having had the .^ 
tpde of human things before his eyes, is 
to end his days in as forlorn a ftate as any 
poet has done befot-e hirfi, if his friends d< 
take more care of him than he did of hi 
Therefore, to prevent the evil, which w^ 
coming on very fafV, we have a projeft of 
ing his Solomofiy and other poetical . work 
fubfcription ; one guinea to be paid in hand 
the other at the delivery of the book. 
Arbuthnott, Pope, and Gay, are now wicl 
and remember you. It is our Joint re- 
that you will endeavour to procure fome 
fcriptions : You will give your receipts fc 

n 
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tioncy you receive ; and when you return it 
hither, you fhall have others in lieu. There 
arc no papers printed here, nor any advertifc- 
ments to be publiflied ; for the whole ipatter is 
to be managed by friends, in fuch a manner as 
fliall be l^aft fhocking to the dignity of a pleni- 
potentiaryi 

I am told the Archbiftiop of Dublin fhews a 
letter of your's, rcflefting on the high-flying 
clergy. I fancy you have writ to him in an 
ironical ftile, and that he would have it other- 
^fe underftood. This will bring to your mind, 
what I have formerly faid to you on that figure. 
Pray condefcend to explain this matter to mc. 
The removal of my Lord Townflbend has given 
a little fpirit 5 but that will foon flag, if the King, 
at his return, does not make farther changes. 
What meafures his Majefty will take, is ,uncer- 
taih; but this we ,are very fure of, that the 
divifion of the Whigs is fo'* great,' that, morally 
fpeaking, nothing but another rebellion can ever 
unite them. Sunderland, Stanhope, and Cado- 
gon, are of one fide ; Townftiend, Walpole, Ox- 
ford, . Devonfliire, and the Chancellor % of the 
other. The latter feem at prefent to be ftrong- 
cft 5 but when the former appear with a German 
^emforcement, they will undoubtedly turn the 
balance. They are both making their court to 
the Torieis, who, I hope, will be a body by 
themfelves, and not ferve as recruits to either 

of 

• William Earl Cowpcn 
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of the other two. Lord Townfhend's fr 
give out, that his difgrace is owing to ref 
four things ; viz. To keep up the army ; i 
the limitations of the Succeffion Aft; to 
money to Germany for carrying on z war a 
Sweden; and to attaint Lord Oxford. "^ 
Lord Sunderland f comes over, he will pre 
cry whore again, and endeavour to faddlc 
Townlhend in his turn; For thefe repn 
now, are like that of Jacobitifm in former i 
We are told, that Lord Bolingbroke ha! 
miflion to ftay in France,- notwithftandin 
late treaty, provided he retires from Pai 
am, &c. 



LETTER CCLXVIII 

E?KASMUS LEWIS, ESQ^; TO DR SW] 

SIR, Lofjdofty June. 15, 

LAST night I received your's of tl 
inftant ; and fince you tell me I an 
only corrcfpondent, I think I ought to be 
punftual in my returns, and the more 
what relates to our friends here. You'll 
the^ puHic prints, that Monday next com 
night, is appointed for the trial of my Lo 
I 

f By whofe intrigues tbe Lord Vlfcount Townft 
been removed from the poft of Secretary of State, w 
jiven to James Stanhope, afterwards Earl Stanhope. 
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ford, and that no lefs than fix-and-twenty dough- 
ty members arc appointed to manage it. The 
Lords have likewife fettled the whole forms of 
the proceedings. My Lord has afked, that two 
lawyers more might be added to his council : Yet 
IS all this but a farce.; for there is not a creature 
living, who thinks he will ever be tried ; for they 
publicly own, that they neither have, nor ever 
had, any evidence ; ap«l laugh at impeachmer\ts, 
and attainders, and partys^inbols ; and fay, that 
all people deferve to be fo punilhed, who pre- 
fume to difpoffefs the Whigs of their indefeafible 
right to the adminiftration. But fince he is not 
to be tried, the next queftion is, In what manner 
is he to be brought off, fo as to fave the honour 
of his profecutors ? I think it will be by an aft of 
grace. Others fay, it will be by the Commons 
ating more time, and the Lords of their party 
agreeing to refufe it. But as we are wholly igno- 
rant of their intentions, it' is pofTible neither of 
thefe guefles may be right, and that they may 
keep him yet another year in prifon ; which my 
Wd Marlborowgh feems paflionately to defire. 

We labour here, under all the difadvantages in 
the world, in every refpeft -, for the tide of party 
runs ftill very ftrong every where, but in no 
place more than in \Veftminfter-hall. Thofe 
on this fide, whofe honour and intereft both re- 
quire, that all people, who pay obedience, iliould 
be protcfted, feem to want a capacity to govern 5 
and the fimilitude of circum fiances between the 

• *, and the regent, render the latter a firm 

Vol. XV. S ally, 

* King (hould probably fill the blank. 
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ally, contrary to the natural intereft of 
Thus we are lecure from any foreign en< 
I agree with you, that Snape's letter -j 
but a letter, and that it is much too fhor 
flight for fuch a fubjeft. However, 1 
WIS great, in being the fir A to give the 
his brethren, and fetting himfelf in the 
the battle againft his adverfaries. In t 
ipe£b, his letter had its full effect. 

I defire you will be as quick as you cai 

affillance you intend Prior ; for thofe w 

fcribed here, are impatient to have their 

and we cannot keep it off much longer, 

paffing for jpommon cheats. Dr Arbuthn 

Mr Charleron, and I, remember you ofter 

Mafliam always alks for you very affefti 

By the way I am perfectly reftored to grac 

and am invited to their houfe in the coun 

foon as Lord Oxford's, affair is over, I in 

ro amongft my friends in the country, no 

turn hither till about Michaelmas. But i 

direct to me at my houfe in town, your 

will ,be conveyed to me, wherever I am 

Pvochfort :|: feems to have a great many goc 

Titles, and I am heartily glad he has met wi 

ccfs. Adieu. 

I 

f To the Bi(hop of Baneor, Dr Iloadly, occafioiK 
I^ordfhip's Sermon preached bcu^e the King, on March . 
concerning the Nature of the K'.igdom and Church of 

\ The Dean was intimate with a family of this nan- 
land; and among his works, is a Poem, called. The Ccui 
written while he was fpcndint; part of a Summer at the 
Geo. Kochfort, Efq; fon of the Lord Chief fiaron of th 
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LETTER CCLXIX. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ^; TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, LofidoNy June 18, 1 7 17. 

HAVING acquainted you, in my letter of 
laft poft, that it was the univerfal opinion 
the Commons would not proceed to the trial of 
my Lord Oxford, I think myiclf obhged to tell 
you, that we begin now to be fomething doubtful ; 
for the managers, who are twenty-feven in' num- 
ber^ ftrenuoufly give out, that they fliall be rea- 
dy to proceed on Monday next. Therefore, if 
you have any thoughts of coming over, let not 
any thing which I have faid in my laft, have any 
height with you to alter that refolution. I am 
wholly taken up with the men of the law, and 
therefore have nothing to fay to you at prefent 
Upon any public matters. I (hall only juft trouble 
you with one word, relating to a private affair. 
My brother is chaplain to Sir Charles Hotham's 
regiment, which is now ordered to Ireland. If 
you could find any young fellow, who would buy 
that commiffion, my brother thinks his patron, ^ 
my Lord Carlifle, will eafily prevail with my Lord 
Duke of Bolton, for leave to difpofe of it. I 
ihould be very glad you could find him a chap- 
man. 

S2 LET- 
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LETTER CCLXX. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ^J TO DR SWI] 

SIR, London^ July 2, 

IH A V E the pleafurc to inform you, 
Lord Oxford's impeachment was difch 
laft night, hj the unanimous confent of a 
Lords prefent ; and, as nearly as I could < 
their number was one hundred and fix, the 
of Marlborough, my Lord iCadogan, Lord 
ningfby, and a few others of the moft vi 
having withdrawn themfelves before the 
came into Weftminfter-halh The acclam 
were as great as upon any occafion ; an 
^friend, who feeras more formed for ad' 
than profperity, has at prefent many more fi 
than ever he had before, in any part of hi 
I believe he will not have the fewer, from ; 
fage he received this morning from the K 
by my Lord Chamberlain, to forbid hi 
Court. You know the profecution was i 
the refentment of a party ; but it became a 
ridiculous bufinefs, weakly carried on by x 
potent rage of a woman ; I mean of mj 
Marlborough, who is almoft diftrafted th 
could not obtain her revenge. 

I am now going out of town, with an int 
to roll about from place to place, till aboi 
chaelmas next. Direft to me hither as ufus 
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iur letter will be conveyed to me. wherever I 

31. 

Dr Arbuthnott, Mr Charleton, and Mr Cur- 
ey, have dined with me to-day, and you have 
lot been forgot. I was in hopes we ihould have 
een you ere this. The Doctor fays, you wait for 
he aft of grace. If fo, I hope to fee you by next 
l^inter. I am, &c. 



LETTER CCLXXL 

MR PRIOR TO VH SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, Wejlminjler^ J^*h V^i ^1^1*^ 

[HAVE the favour of four letters from you,, 
of the ninth, thirteenth, fixtecnth, and twen- 
ieth inftant. They all came f.ife to me, however 
arioufly direfted. I find myfclf equally comfort- 
d by your philofophy, and aflifted by your 
riendfhip. You will eulily imagine, that I have 
n hundred things to Hiy to you, which for as 
Qany reafons I omit, and only touch upon that 
mfinefs, fo which, in the pride of your heart, 
ou give the epithet forr^* 1 return you the 
lames of thofe who were kind enough to fub- 
cribe *, that you may fee if they are rightly fpelt, 
s likewife the right titles put to them, &c. I am 
enfible this has given you too much trouble, but 
S3 it 

* Subfcriptions for Mr Prior*s Poems procured by the Dean,, 
.'be rubfcription'was two guineas. 
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It is too late now to make an apology. Let Mr 
Lewis, who is now with me, do it for me, at 
what time, and in what manner he pleafes. I 
take it for granted, that whatever 1 write, as what- 
ever is writ to me, will be broke open ; fo you'll 
expe6l nothing from me, but what you may have 
»s particularly from the PoO-boy. We are all 
pretty well in health. I have my old whorefon 
cough, and I think I may call it mine for life. 
The Earl * \sfemper idem. Lord Harley is in the 
country. Our brotherhood extremely difperfed ; 
but fo as that we have been three or four times 
able to get as many of the fociety together, and 
drink to our abfent friends. I have been made 
to believe, that we may fee your reverend perfon 
this Summer in England : If fo, I fhall be glad to 
meet you at any place ; but, when you come to 
London, do not go to the Cocoa-Tree, (as yon 
fent your letter) but come immediately to Duke- 
Street, where you fhall find a bed, a book, and 
a candle : So pray think of fojourning no where 
elfc. Pray give my fervice to all friends in gene- 
ral. I think, as you have ordered the matter, 
you have made the greater part of Ireland lift 
their. felvcs under that number. I do not kno^ 
how you can recompenfe them, but by coming 
over to help me to correal the book, which I 
promife them. 

You will pardon my having ufed another hand, 
fmce it is fo much better than my own ; and, be- 
lieve me ever, with grcatefl truth, dear Sir, jour's, 

M. PRIOR. 

* Of Oxford. 

LET- 
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L E T T E R CCLXXII. 

THE EARL OF OXFORll TO DR SWIFT. 

AuguJ}6, 1717. 
"^ W O years retreat has made me tafte tlic 
converfation of my dcarcft friend, with a 
ater relifti, than ever at the time of my being 
rmed with it in our frequent journies to Wind- 
. Tiiree of your letters have come fafe to my 
ids. The firft about two years fince: That my 
. keeps as a family monument. The other two 
ived fince the firft of July. My heart is often 
h you ; but I delayed writing^ in expectation 
giving a perfeft anfwer about my going to 
impton : But the truth is, the warmth of re- 
:ing in thofe parts, is fo far from abating, that 
m pcrfuaded by my friends, to go into Cam- 
dgefhire, where you are too jufl: not to believe 
a will be welcome before any one in the world, 
le longing your friends have to fee you, muft 
fubmitted to the judgment yourfclf makes 
all circumftances. At prefent, this feems to be 
rooler climate, than your ifland is like to be, 
len they affemble, occ. Our impatience to fee 
u, fhould not draw you into uneafinefs. We 
ig to embrace you, if you find it may be of no 
:onvemence to yourfclf. 

OXFORD. 

LET- 



212 D E A N S W I F T's 

LETTER CCLXXIIL 

MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 

Heathropj in Oxford/hire, Aug. 24. i^lf^^ 

YOUR's, my good friend, of the fixth, find^ 
mc in Oxford (liire with the Duke 0:^ 
Shrewfbury, which would fooner have been ac^*^ 
knowledged, had it flayed in London. Before ^^ 
left that pious city, I made due enquiries into th^ 
methods and regularity of your correfpondenc^ 
with the Earl *. He has received your letters ^ 
he will anfwer them, but not to-dzy ^ftcut olim. No-^ 
thing can change him. I can get no pofitive an-^ 
fwer from him, nor can any man elfe 5 fo troubled 
yourfelf no more on that head than he does. Hc^ 
is ftill in London, and poflibly has anfwered you s^ 
while I am a little arraigning his negledl^ but int 
all cafes liberavi animam meant. 

I wifli you were in England, that you might s 
little look over the ftrange fluff that I am to give 
our friends for <heir money. I fhall be angry, 
if you arc near, and not with me 5 but when I 
fee you, that weighty queflion may eafily be de- 
cided. In the mean time, I am taking your 
good counfel, and will be in the country as much 
as I can. 

You have found two miftakes in the lift, but 
have not correfted them. I prefume we fhall 

have 
• Of Oxford. 
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^avc it of the beft edition, when you fend the 
'^ft back again ; of which, 1 fay, no hafte is re- 
q.viired. . 

Give my fervice and thanks to all friends ; re- 
*^Tve only to yourfclf, the aflurance of my being, 
^^yond expreffion, my friend, your's, 

M. PRIOR. 



LETTER CCLXXIV. 

MR ADDISON TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, March 20, 1717-18. 

MULTIPLICITT of bufmefs, and a long 
dangerous fit of ficknefs, prevented me 
from anfwcring the obliging letter you honoured 
me with fome time fince : But, God be thanked ! 
I cannot make ufe of either of thefe excufes at 
prefent^ being entirely free, both of my ofiice *, 
and my afthma. I dare not, however, venture 
myfelf abroad yet, but have fent the contents of 
your laft to a friend of mine f , (for he is very 
miich fo, tho* he is my fucceflbr), who I hope will 
turn it to the advantage of the gentleman whom 
you mention. I know you have fo much zeal 
and pleafure in doing kind offices for thofe you 

wifh 

• Of Secretary of State ; which port Mr Addifon refigned on 
the 14th of March 171 7-1 8, and had a pcnfion granted him of 
one thoufand five hundred pounds a-year. 

f James Craggs, Efq; 
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wifh wd\ to, that I hopr you reprefeat the 
fhip of thr cau: ia the ItroagefL colours 
h can poZibly bear. However, as I alwa; 
Doured you for your gooA nature, whlc 
¥crv odd quality to ccic*jr:ire in a man \vl 
laleiirs fo much mjre ihining in the e 
the world, I ll.ouU be glad if I could ar 
concur with you, in putting a (lop to wh< 
fay is now in agitation. 

I muft here condole with you upon the 
that excellent man, the Biihop of Derry * 
has fcarce left behind him his equal, in hum 
agreeable converfation, and all kinds of lea 
We have often talked of you with great pie; 
and, upon this occaiion, I cannot but 
upon royfelf, who, at the fame time that 
no opportunity of expreiEng my efteem fo 
to others, have been fo negligent in doin 
yourfelf. I have feveral times taken up ir 
to write to you, but have been always inte 
ed by fome impertinence or other ; and, t 
you unrcfervedly, I have been unwilling t 
fwer fo agreeable a letter, as that I received 
you, with one written in form only ; but I 
ftill have continued filent, had I deferred w 
till I could have made a fuitable return. Sh 
never again talk together in laconic ? Wht 
you fee England, your company will be the 
acceptable in the world at liolland-houfe, ' 
you are highly efleemed by Lady Warwick 

• Dr NarcifTus Marfli. 
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the young Lord, .though by none any where 
more, than by, Sir, your moft faithful, and moft 
: obedient humble fervant, 

J. ADDISON. 



LETTER CCLXXV. 

LORD HARLEY TO DR SWIFT. 

April 12, I718. 

HIS Lopdfhip writes to the Dean, that he 
hopes to fee him at Wimple this year : 
That Lord Oxford was well, and talked of go- 
ing into Hereford fhire. He adds, your fifter is 
obliged to go to Bath, prefents her humble fer- 
^ice, and defires you to accept of a little etuy. 
I beg you will not deny me the favour to take 
4e fnuff-box which comes along with it, to fup- 
ply the place of that which was broke by acci- 
dent fome time ago. I am, with true refpeft, 
your moft humble fervant, and brother, 

HARLEY. 



LET- 
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. LETTER CCLXXVI. 

MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, May i, 1718. 

A PRETTY kind of amufemcnt I have been 
engaged in ! Commas, Semicolons, Italics, 
and Capiuls, to make nonfenfe more pompous, 
and tur-below bad poetry with good printing. 
My friends letters, in the mean time, have lain 
unanfwered ; and the obligations I have to them, 
on account of the very book itfelf, are unac- 
knowledged. This is not all ; I muft beg you 
once more to transfer to us an entire lift of my 
fubfcribers, with their diftinft titles, that they 
may, for my honour, be printed at the beginning 
of my book. This will eafily be done, by revifing 
the lift which we fent to you. I muft pray of 
you, that it may be exaft. 

E — O * has not at all difappointed my 

expectations. He is femper idem ; and has as 
much bufinefs to do now, as when he was go- 
verning England, or impeached for treafon. He 
is ftill in town, but going in a week "or ten 
days into Herefordfhire. Lord and Lady Harley 
are at the Bath \ and as foon as I fhall have 
fettled my affairs of the printing-prefs, (fad bufi- 
nefs ! as you vdry well call it), I (hall go into the 
country to them. 

I My 

• Lord Oxford. 
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My health, I thank you, is pretty good. My 
courage better. I drink very often to your 
health, with fome of our friends here 5 and am 
always, with the greateft truth and afFctlion, 
dear Sir, your obliged and mod obedient fcrvant, 

M. PRIOR. 



LETTER CCLXXVII. 

MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, May 2^^ 1718. 

I HAVE received your's of the fixth, with 
the lift correAed. I have two Colon and 
Comma men. We corredl, and defign to publifh, 
as faft as the nature of this great, or forry work, 
as you call it, will bear ; but we fhall not be out 
before Chriftmas, fo that our friends abroad 
may compleat their colledlion till Micliaelmas, 
and be returned foon enough to have their 
names printed, and their books got ready for 
them. 

I am going to-morrow morning to the Bath, 
to meet Lord Harley there. I fliall be back in 
a month. The Earl of Oxford is ftill here. He 
will go into Herefordfhire fome time in June. 
He fays he will write to you himfelf. Am I 
particular enough ? Is this profe ? And do I 
diftinguilh tenfes ? I have nothing more to tell 
you, but that you are the happieft man in the 
world ; and, if you are. once got into /a bagatelle^ 
Vol. XV. T '^om 
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you may defpife tlie world. Befidcs contriving 
emblems, fuch as Cupids, torches, and hearts 
for great letters, I am now unbinding two vo- 
lumes of printed heads, to have them bound 
together in better order than they were before* 
Don't you envy me ? For the reft, matters con- 
iirwitficut dim. I will not tell you how much I 
want you, and I cannot tell you how well I love 
you. Write to me, my dear Dean, and give 
my fervice to all our friends. Your's ever, 

M. PRIOR* 



LETTER CCLXXVIII. 

PETER LUDLOW, ESQJ TO DR. SWIFT. 

Sept. ID, I7l8^i. 

I SEND you the inclofed pamphlet by a pri-^ 
vate hand, not daring to venture it by the 
common poft ; for it is a melancholy circum- 
ftance we are now in, that friends are afraid to 
carry on even a bare correfpondence, much more 
to write news, or fend papers of confequence 
(as I take the inclofed to be) that way. But I 
fuppofe I need make no apology, for not fend- 
ing it by poft •, for you muft know, and own 
too, that my fears are by no means groundlefs. 
For, your friend Mr Manley * has been guilty 

of 

* Poftmaftcr-Gencral of Ireland, whom Df Swift had grca^ 
J)' befriended in Quettv Atitvc's time. 
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of opening letters that were not dircdled to him, 
nor his wife, nor really to one of his acquain- 
tance. Indeed, 1 own, it fo happened, that 
they were of no confequence ; but fecrets of 
ftate, fecrets of ^families, and other fecrets (that 
one would by no means let Mr Manley know) 
might have been difcovered ; befides a thoufand, 
nay, for ought I know, more than a thoufand, 
calamities might have enfued. I need not (I 
I believe) enumerate them to you ; but, to be 
j plain with you, no man nor woman would (with 
their eyes open) be obliged to Ihcw all they had 
to Mr Manley. Thefe I think fufficient reafons 
for fending it in the manner 1 do ; but fubmit 
them and myfelf to your candour and cenfure. 

The paper, I believe, youil find very artfully 
written, and a great deal couched, under the 
appearance (I own at firfl) of blunders, and a 
filly talc For who, with half an eye, may 
not perceive, that, by the old woman's being 
drdwncid at RatclifFe-highway, and not dead yet, 
is meant the Church, wliich may be funk or 
drowned, but in all probability will rife again ? 
Then the man who was robbed ^nd overtaken, is 
eafily guefled at. He could not tell (the inge- 
nuous author fays) whether fhe was dead ; True ! 
but may be he will tell foon. But then the 
author goes on (who niuft be fuppofed a high- 
. church man) and enquires of a man riding a- 
horfeback upon a mare. That's prepoflerous, 
and muft allude to a great man who has been 
T 2 guilty 
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guilty (or he is foully belied) of. very prepofte- 
rous adlions ; when the author comes up to him, 
the man takes him for a Robber, or a Tory, 
and ran from him, but you fiqd he purfued him 
furioufly. Mark that : And the Horfe.-^T)}!^ 
is indeed carrying a figure farther than Honuf 
does : He makes the fhicld, or its device, an 
epithet fometimes to his warrior, — but never, as 
I remember, puts it in place of the perfon : But 
there is a figure for this in rhetorick, which I 
don't remember ; by which we often fay, He is 
a good fiddle, or rather, as by the Gown i* 
often meant particular Parfons. Well then, you 
find the Horfe, feeing himfclf dead or undone, 
ran away as fad as he coulJ, and left the pre* 
pofterous fellow to go a-foot» During this their 
misfortune, the candid author (whom I cannot 
mention without profound refpe^t) calls thein 
friends, and means to do them no harm j onlf 
enquires after the welfare of the church. — Ah ! 
Dear Sir, this is the true character of the Tories. 
And here I cannot but compare the generofity 
and good- nature of the one, with the fullen in- 
gratitude of the other : We find the borfe gone, 
and they footing it give a furly anfwer ; while 
the other (though a conqueror) offers his friend- 
fhip, and aiks the queftion with a — Pray^ in- 
form me, 

I have gone, my dear friend, thus far with 
the paper, to fliew you how excellent a piece I 
take it to be, and mult beg tjie favour of you 

to 
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to give your opinion of it, and fend me your 
animadverfions upon the whole ; which I am 
confident you won't refufe me, when you con- 
fider of how great an advantage they will be to 
the whole earth, who, may be to this day, 
have read over thefe fheets with too fuperficial 
an underftanding ; and efpecially fiiice it is the 
requcft of. Learned Sir, your mod dutiful and 
obedient humble fervant, 

SIR POLITICK WOULD-BE. 
I fubmit it to your better judgment, (when 
you make a more curious enquiry into the ar- 
cana of this piece), to confider, whether, by Sir 
John Vangs (who you find lives by the water- 
fide) muft not be meant the Dutch ; iincc you 
find too, that he eats bag-pudding freezing hot. 
This may feem a paradox; but I have been afTur- 
cd by a curious friend of mine, of great veracity, 
who had lived many Winters in Holland, that 
i^othing is more common, than for hot pudding 
to freeze in that cold country. But, then, what 
convinces me that by Sir John the Dutch muft 
be meant, is, that you find he creeps out of a 
ftopper hole, which alludes to their mean ori- 
gm. I muft obferve too, that Gammer Vangs 
had an old woman to her fon. That's a bob for 
Glorious *. But I am under great con- 
cern, to find fo hard a fentence palled upon poor 
Swift, becaufe he's little. I think him better 
thaa any of them, and hope to fee him greater. 
T 3 LET- 

• The common appcUatioh in Ireland for King William III. 
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LETTER CCLXXl] 

MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 

My Dear Dean, London^ Sept. 25 

I /HAVE now made an end of what 
your haughty manner, call wretched 
My book is quite printed off 5 and if you 
much upon the bagatelle as you pretend 
you will find more pleafure in it than yc 
gine. We are . going to print the fub 
names : If, therefore, you have any I 
which are not yet remitted, pray fend the 
by the next poft. If you have not, pr 
me word of that too ; that, in all cafes. 

at lead hear from you. E — of O h 

in town all this Summer, is now|^oing int< 
ford (hire, and fays he fhall fee you ve: 
in England. I would tell you with whj 
fure this would be, if I knew upon wt 
tainty the hopes of it were founded. "W 
word of this too 5 for upon it I woulc 
my matters fo, that I may be as much w 
as I can : And this you will find no little i 
for I aflure you, we are all fo changed, th; 
is very little choice of fuch company- 
would like 5 and, except about eighteen h 
that have fubfcribed to my book, I do n< 
of as many more in this nation that hav 
mon fenfe. My couCn Pennyfather, ani 

] 



I 
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Philips, drink your health. I cough, but am 
otherwife well ; and till I ceafe to cough, i. e, 
^0 live, I am, with entire fricndfhip and affec- 
tion, dear Sir, your moft obedient and humble 
femnt, M. PRIOR. 

LETTER CCLXXX. 

MR ADDISON TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir; Brijlolf OB. i, 1718. 

I HAVE received the honour of your letter at 
Briftol, where I have juft finithed a courfe 
of water-drinking, which I hope has pretty well 
recovered me from the leavings of my laft Win- 
ter's ficknefs. As for the fubjeft of your letter, 
though you know an affair of that nature cannot 
Vrell nor fafely be trufted in writing, I defired a 
friend of mine to acquaint Sir Ralph Gore, that 
I was under a pre -engagement, and not at my 
Ciwn choice to a£l in it, and have fince troubled 
xuy Lady Aflie with a letter to the fame effe6l, 
"Vrhich I hope has not mifcarried. However, up- 
^n my return to London, I will farther enquire 
into that matter, and fee if there is any room 
left for me to negociate as you propofe. 

I live ftill in hopes of feeing you in England ; 
^nd if you would ta£:c my houfe at Bilton in 
your way, (which lyes upon the road, within a 
^ile of Rugby) I would ftrain hard to meet you 
^feere, provided you would, make me happy in 

your 
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your conjpany for fomc Jays. The greatcft pica- 
fure I have met with foi* fom« months, is In tlie 
converfation of my old friend Dr ' Smallridge, 
who, iince tiic; (leath of the-excellent man you 
mention, is to me the moft candid and agrecaUc 
of all biihops ; I would fay clergymen, were not 
deans comprehended under that title. We havff 
often talked of you ; and when I afliire you ht ^ 
has an exquifite tafte of writing, I need not tell 
you how he talks on fuch a fubjedl. I look up- 
on it as my good fortune, that I can exprefs my 
cfteem of you, even to thofe who are not of 
the biihop's party, without giving offencd. Whca 
a man has fo much compafs in his character, be 
affords his friends topics enough to enlarge upon, 
that all fides admire, i am fure a zealous friend- i 
ly behaviour, diftinguifhes you as much, as youf 
many more fhining talents ; and as I have i^c* 
ceived particular inftances of it, you muft have ^ 
very bad opinion of me, if you do not think ^ 
heartily love and refpe6t you ; and that I aC*^ 
ever, dear Sir, your moft obedient, and mO* 
humble fervant, J. ADDISOET^ 

LETTER -CCLXXXI. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, London^ 0^. 14, 171:::^ 

'HIS ferves for an envelope to the inclofe^^ 
for I cannot tell whether you care to h^^' 
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m any of your friends on this fide. In your 
, I think, you defired me to let you alone, to 
)y your own fpleen. Can you purchafc your 
J pounds a-year in Wales ? yet, I can tell you 
)re-hand, Lewis fcorns to live with you there, 
keeps coimpany with the greateft, and is prin- 
i governor in many families. I have been in 
Qce ; fix weeks at Paris, and as much at 
icn 5 where, I can aflure you, I hardly heard 
ord of news, or politics, except a little clut- 
about fending fome impertinent prcfidents du 
iament to prifon, that had the impudence to 
for the laws and liberties of their country, 
is afkcd for Monficur Swift by many people, 
n aflure you ; and particularly, by the Duke 
umont. I was refpeclfiilly and kindly treated 
nany folks, and even by the great Mr Laws ^, 
longft other things, I had the honour to carry 
Irrfli Lady f to-Coart, that was admired be- 
id ail the Ladies in France for her beauty. 

She 

The contriver of the Miffiflippi fchemc. 

The celebrated Beauty, Mifs Nelly Bennet, on whom thefe 
were written : 

For when as Nelly came to France, 

(Invited by her coufins) 
Acrofs the TuiUeries, each glance 

Kiird Frenchmen by whole dozens. 

The King, as he at dinner fat. 

Did beckon to his huflar. 
And bid him bring his tabby cat. 

For charming Nell to bufs her. 

The 
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She had great honours done her. The 1 
himfelf was ordered to bring her the King 
to kifs. Her name is Bennet. Amongft 
folks, I faw your old friend Lord Bolingb 
who aiked for you. He looks juft as h( 
Your friends here are in good health j not 
ged in their fentiments towards you. I k 
two girls in France with their uncle, whic 
my chief bufinefs. I don't know that I ha\ 
friends on your fide, ^befides Mr Ford, to 
give my fervice, and to Dr Parnell and M 
voife. 

If it be poflible for you, obey the contei 
the inclofed ; which, I fuppofe, is a kind i 
tion. The ragon is juft as he was, oi 
bis old habits ten times ftronger upon bin 
ever. Let me beg of you not to forget m 
I can never ceafe to love and eftcem you, 
ever your moft aiSFedtionate and obliged h 
fervant, JO. ARBUTHN 



The Ladies were'"with rage provokM, 

To fee her fo refpefted : 
The men look'd arch, as Nelly ftrok*d, 

And pufs her tail ereded. 

But not a man did look employ, 

Except on pretty Nelly ; 
Then faid the Duke de Villeroi, 

Ah ! qu'ellc eft bien jolie ! 

The courtiers all, with one accord, 
Broke out in Nelly's praifts ; 

Admir*d her rofe, and lis fans fardc. 
Which arc your terms Fran^oifes. 
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LETTER CCLXXXII. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

3ear Brother, London^ Dec* ii, 1718. 
pOR fo I called you before,^ were it not for a 
certain reverence I pay to- Deans, I £nd 
tt wifh both me and yourfelf to live to be old 
d rich. The fecond goes in courfc along with 
5 firft; but you cannot given feven (that is the 
he of feventy), good reafons for either. Glad 
my heart fliould I be, if Dr Hclfliam or I could 
you any good. My fervice to Dr Helfham : 
I does not want my advice in the cafe. I have 
ne good lately to a patient and a friend, in that 
mplaint of a vertigo^ by cinnabar of antimony, 
d caftor, made up into bolus's with confe^l. of 
ccrmes. I had no great opinion of the cinna- 
r ; but trying it amongft other things, my 
end found good of this prefcription. I had 
ed the caftor alone before, not with fo much 
:cefs. Small quantities of titiElura facra^ now 
d then, will do you good. There are twenty 
)rds, I believe, would fend you horfes, if they 
ew how. One or two have offered to me, who, 
relieve, would be as good as their words. Mr 
>we, the Poet Laureat, is dead, and has left a 
mned jade of a Pegafus. I'll anfwer for it, he 
m't do as your mare did, having more need o£ 

Lucan's 



aepuiy. i nc x-ragon is conic lo to\ 
entering upon the detail of the reafc 
that kept him from appearing at 
ning, &c. when I did believe^ at the 
it was only a law of nature, to wh 
gon is moft fubjeft, Remanere in Jiat 
nijt deturbetur ab extr'tnfeco^ Lord 
Lady Harley, give their fervice. \j, 
country with Lord Bathurft, and h 
a moft dreadful ftory of a mad dog, 
hunifman ; iince which accident, I ; 
has fhortened his ftirrups three borej 
not long before. Lord Oxford pr 
with two horfes. He has fold one, 
other to grafs, avec beaucoup de fagejj 
beljeve the ftory of Lord Bolingbroki 
for I have been confulted about th( 
by fome defefts in her conftitution, 1 
think her appetite lay much towards 
There is fome talk about reverfing h 
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fts. Did you ever expeft to live to fee the 
^ukc of Ormond fighting againft the Proteftant 
icceffion, and the Duke of Berwick fighting for 
? France in confederacy with England, to rc- 
icc the exorbitant power of Spain ? I really 
ink there is no fuch good reafon for living till 
?enty, as curiofity. You lay you are ready to 
Tent it as an affront, to fay, that a lady, hardly 
lown or obferved for her beauty in Ireland, is a 
riofity in France. All Deaus naturally fall into 
ralogifms. ^iy wife gives you her kind love 
d fervice, and, which is the fiifi thiag that 
curs to all wives, wiflies you well married. 



LETTER CCLXXXIir. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

March 17, 1719. [N. S.] 
r HAVE not, thefe feveral years, tafted fo fen- 
L fible a pleafure, as your letters of the 6th 
•January, and i6th of February gave me; and 
know enough of the tcndernefs of your heart, 
► be affured, tliat the letter I am writing, will 
'oduce much the fame effjcft on yoTi. I feel my 
,vn pleafure, and I feci your's. The truell: re- 
fctioii, and at the fame time the bittereit fat ire, 
hich can be made on the pvi^lent Sge, is this : 
hat to think as you think, will make a man pals 
)r romantic, bincerity, 'confiancy, tenvicrnefs. 
Vol. XV. U are 



230 DEAN 

are rarely to be found. They are fo much out 
of life, that the man of mode imagines them to 
be out of nature. We meet with few friends : 
The greateft part of thofe who pafs for fuch, arc, 
properly fpeaking, nothing more than acquaint- 
ance ; and no wonder, fince Tully's maxim is cer- 
tainly true, that friendfliip can fubfifl non niji i«- ^ 
ier bonosj at the age of life when there is balm " 
in the blood, and that confidence in the mind, 
which the innocency of our own heart infpircs, 
and the experience of other men deftroys. I was 
apt to confound my acquaintance and my friends 
together. 

I never doubted, but that I had a numerous 
cohort of the latter. I expedted, if ever I fell into 
misfortune, to have as many, and as remarkable 
inftances of friendfhip to produce, as the ScytW- 
an, in one of Lucian's Dialogues, draws from his , 
nation. Into thefe misfortunes I have fallen. 
Thus far my propitious ftars have not difappoint- 
cd my expeftations. The reft have almoft en- 
tirely foiled me. The fire of my advei-fity has 
purged the mafs of my acquaintance ; and, the 
reparation made, I difcover, on one fide, an 
handful of friends ; but on the other, a legion of 
enemies, at leaft of ftrangers. Happily thb fiery 
trial has had an eftedl on me, which makes me 
feme amends. I have found lefs refource in other 
people, and more in myfelf, than I expe£led. I 
make good, at this hour, the motto which I took 
nine years ago, when I was weak enough to lift 

3gaiQ 
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again under the conduft of a man *, of whom 
nature meant to make a fpy, or, at mod, a cap- 
tain of miners 5 and whom fortune, in one of her 
^himiical moods, made a general. 

I enjoy at this hour, with very tolerable health, 
great tranquillity of mind. You will, I am fure, 
hear this with fatisfadlion ; and fure it is, that I 
tell it you without the leaft affeftation. 1 live, my 
friend, in a narrower circle than ever ; but, I 
think, . in a larger. When 1 look back on what 
is paft, I obferve a multitude of errors, but no 
crimes. I have been far from following the ad- 
vice which Caelius gave to Cicero ; Id melius ejl 
Jtatuere^ quod tutlusftt : And, I think, may fay to 
myfelf, what Dolabella fays, in one of his letters 
to the fame Cicero : SatisfaHum ejl jam a tCy vel 
officio^ vel familiaritati : SatisfaBum etiam partibus, 
tt ei rgipublicay quam tu prohahas. Reliquum ejly 
uhi nunc eft refpuhlica^ ibiftmus poiiuSy quam^ dum 
illam veterem fcquamur^ Jimus in nidi a. What my 
mcmoiy has furniflied on this head, (for I have 
neither books nor papers here, concerning home 
affairs), is writ with great truth, and with as 
much clearnefs as I could give it. If ever we 
meet, you will, perhaps, not think two or three 
hours abfolutely thrown away in reading it. One 
thing I will venture to aflure you of before-hand, 
which is, that you will think I never deferved 
more to be commended, than whilft I was the 
moft blamed; and that you will pronounce the 
U 2 higheft 

• Robert Earl of Oxford. 
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higheft part of my charafter, to be that which has 
been difguifed by the nature of things, mifrepre- 
fented by the malice of men, and which is ftill 
behind a cloud. In what is pafb, therefore, I find 
no great fourcc of uneafinefs. As to the prefent, 
my fortune is extremely reduced ; but my defires 
are ftill more fo. Nothing is more certain, than 
this truth, That all our wants, beyond thofc which 
a vei-y moderate income will fupply, are purely 
imaginary ; and that hU h^ppinefs is greater, and 
better allured, who brings his mind up to a tem- 
per of not feeling them, than his, who feels 
them, and has where-withal to fupply them. 
Her. Epijh L lib. I. • 

— V'ldes^ qu(£ maxima credis 

Efp mala exlguum cenfuWy turpcmque repnlfam^ 

^fanto devites^ &c. 

Which I paraphrafed thus, not long ago, in 
^ my poft-chaife : 

Survey mankind, obfcrve what rifks they run, 
What fancy'd ills, thro^^C^l dangers, fliun ; 
Thofe fancy'd ills, fo dreadful^^o the great, 
A loft: eledlion or impair'd e(latc> 
Obferve the merchant, who, intcntllP g^^"* 
Affronts the terrors of the Indian maii?l 
Tho* ftorms arife, and broken rocks app^ 
He flies from poverty, and knows no othcr^ 
Vain men, who might arrive v/itli toil far Ic.' 
By fmoother paths, at greater happincfL. 
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For *tis fupertor bli.fs, not to deflre "^ 

That trilling good, which fondly you admire, > 
Poflefs precarious, and too dear acquire. 
What hackney gladiator can you find. 
By whom the Olyn^pic crown would be declined ? 
Who, rather than that glorious palm to feizc. 
With farcty combat, and prevail with eafe, 
Would chufe on feme inglorious ft age Co tre^id. 
And, fighting, ftfoU from wake to wake for bread ? 

As to what is to happen, I am not anxious a- 
bout it : On which fubje^l, I have twenty fine 
quotations at the end of my pen ; but I think 
it is better to own frankly to you, thnt, upon a 
principle (which I have long cftabliihcd) that 
we are a great deal more mech ailcal than our va-' 
nity will give us leave to allov/, 1 iiave familiari- 
zed the word profpeiSts to n:iy fight ; and that, 
by flaring want, folituJe, nc_;:cct, and tlie relt 
of that train in the face, I have difarmcd them of 
their terrors. I have heard of fomcbody, who, 
whilft he was in the Tower, iifed every mornicg 
to lye down on the block, and fo acl over his laft 
fcene. 

Nothing difturbs me, but the uncertainty of 
my fituation, which tlie zeal of a few friends, and 
the inveteracy of a great many enemies, enter- 
tain. The more prepared I am to pafs the rc- 
niainder of my life in exile, the more fcnfil-Iv' 
ftiall I feel the pleafiue of returning to ycu, if 
tis Majefty^s unconditional favour, (the ofFcrs of 
U 3 which 
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which prevented even my wiflies) proves at laft 
effeftual. 1 cannot apply to myfelf, as you bid 

me do ; Non tibi parvum ingeniumy non tncuU 

turn ejiy and what follows ; and if ever we live in 
the fame country together, you fhall not apply to 

me, ^*odJifrigida curarum /omenta relinquere 

pojfes. 

I have writ you, before I was aware of it, a 
long letter. The pleafure of breaking fo long a 
filence, tranfports me ; and your fentinicnt is a 
fufficient excufe. It is not fo eafy to find one for 
talking fo much about myfelf ; but I fliall want 
none with you upon this fcore. Adieu. 

This letter will get fafe to London ; and from 
thence^ I hope the friend to whom I recom- 
mend it, will find means of conveying it to you. 
— — Foi' God's fake, no more apologies for your 
quotations, unlefs you mean, by accufing your- 
felf, to correft me. 

There never was a better application than 
your's, of the ftory of Pierfchole. The ftorks 
will never come, and they muft be porters all 
their lives. They are fomething worfe; for I 
had rather be a porter than a tool : I would foon- 
er lend out my back to hire, than my name. 
They are at this time the inftruments of a fancy 
gardener, who has gor a gold crofs on his fto- 
mach, .md a red cap on his head. 

A poor gentleman, who puts me often in mind 
of one of Scandal's pictures in Congreve's play of 
Love for Lovcy where a foldier is reprefented with 

his 
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his heart where his head fhduld be, and no head 
at all, is the conduftor of this doughty enter- 
prize; which will end in making their caufe a lit- 
tle more defperate than it is. Again, adieu. 

Let me hear from you by the fame conveyance, 
that brings you this. I am in pain about your 
health. From the 6th of January to the i6th of 
February, is a long courfe of illnefs. 



LETTER CCLXXXIV. 

TO LORD BOLINGBROKE* 

My Lord, May 17 19. 

1 FORGET whether I formerly mentioned to 
you, what I have obferved in Cicero ; that, 
in fome of his letters, while he was in exile, there 
is a fort of melancholy pleafure, which is wonder- 
fully affefting* I believe the reafon muft be, 
that, in thofe circuniftances of life, there is more 
leifure for friendlhip to operate, without any 
mixture of envy, intereft, or ambition. But I 
am afraid, this was chiefly when Cicero writ to 
his brethren in exile, or they to him ; becaufe 
common diflrefs is a great promoter, both of 
fricndfhip and fpeculation. For, I doubt, pro- 
fperity and adverfity are too much at variance, 
ever to fuffer a near alliance between their owners. 
Friendfhip, we fay, is created by a refemblance 
of humours* . You allow that adverfity both 

taught 
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taugUt you to think and reafon much otht 
than you did ; whereas, I can aflure you, 
thofe who contrived to ftay at home, and 
what they- had, are not changed at all; ai 
they fometimes drink an abfcnt friend's h 
thev have fully difcharged their duty. I 
been, for fome time, nurfing up an obferv; 
which perhaps may be a juft one : That nc 
arc ufed fo ill, upon a change of times, as 
who adled upon a public view, without r 
to themfelves. I do not mean from the cii 
ftance of faving more or lefs money, but b( 
I take it, that the fame grain of caution, 1 
difpofeth a man to iiil his coffers, will teacl 
how to prefervc them upon all events. . 
dare hold a wager, that the Duke of M: 
rough, in all his campaigns, was never k 
to lofe his baggage. I am heartily glad to 
of that unconditional offer you mention 
caufe I ha've been taught to believe, there h 
good-nature to be had from that quarter : 
if the offer were fincere, I know not why i 
not fucceeded, fince every thing is grantee 
can be afked for, unlefs there can be an exc( 
only for generous and good-natured a^ 
Wlirn I think of you with relation to Sir E 
I imagine a youth of fixteen marrying a w 
of thirty for love : She decays every year, 
he grows up to his prime ; and when it i 
late, he wonders how he could think of. i 
equal a match, or what is become of the L 
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he was fo fond of. I am told he outdoes 

himfelf in every quality for which we us'd to 
quarrel with him. I do not think, that leifure 
of life, and tranquillity of mind, which fortune 
5tid your own wildom hath given you, could be 
l>cttcr. employed, than in drawing up very exaft 
ntiemoirs of thofe affairs, wherein, to my know- 
ledge, you had the raoft difficult and weighty 
[>art : And I have often thought, in comparing 
;>eriods of time, there never was a more impor- 
:ant one in England, than that which made up 
he four laft years of the late Queen. Neither 
io I think any thing could be more cntcr'4*^ining 
^r ufcful, than the ftory of it fujly and exadlly 
:old:, with fuch obfcrvations, in fuch a fpirit, 
iyle, and method, as you alone are capable of 
performing it. One reafon why v/e have fo few 
nemoirs written by principal aftors, is becaufe 
much familiarity with great affairs makes men 
^lue them too little ; yet fuch perfons will read 
Tacitus and Comines with wonderful delight. 
Therefore I muft beg two things ; firft, that you 
wrill not omit any paflage, becaufe you think ic 
of little moment : and, fecondly, that you will 
wrrite to an ignorant world, and not fuppofe 
jTOur reader to be only of the prefent age, or 
to live within ten miles of London. There is 
nothing more vexes me in old Hiftorians, than 
wrhen they leave me in the dark, in fome paflliges 
ivhich they fuppofe every one to know. It is 
:his lazinefs, pride, or incapacity of great men, 

that 
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that hath given way to the impertineats of tke 
nation, where you are to pefter us with mcmoiii 
full of trifling and romance. Let a Frenchmaft 
talk twice with a minifter of ftate, he defircs nft 
more to furnifh out a volume ; and I, who 
no Frenchman, defpairing ever to fee any thifi| 
of what you tell me, have been fome time ptth 
viding materials for fuch a work, only upoathftj 
ftrength of having been always amongft yoii| 
and ufed with more kindnefs and confidence, 
than it often happens to men of my trade aaJ 
level. But I am heartily glad of fo good a rtt*' 
fon to think no further that way, although I 
could fay many things which you will never al- 
low yourfelf to write. I have already drawQ 
your chara(5ler at length in one traft, and a 
Iketch of it in another. But I am fenfible, that 
when Csefar defcribes one of his own battles, we 
conceive a greater idea of him from thence, than 
from all the praifes any other writer can give 
him. 

I read your paraphrafe with great pleafure^ 
and the goodnefs of the poetry convinces me of 
the truth of your philofophy. I agree, that a 
great part of our wants is imaginary ; yet there 
is a different proportion, even in re^l want, be- 
tween one man and another. A King, deprived 
of his kingdom, would be allowed to live in real 
want, although he had ten thoufand a-ycarj 
and the cafe is parallel in every degree of life* 
When I reafon thus on the cafe of fome abfcnt 

fciendsj 
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friends, it frequently takes away all the quiet of 
my mind. I think it indecent to be merry, or 
take fatisfaftion in any thing, while thofe who 
prefided in councils or armies, and by whom 
I had the honour to be beloved, are either in 
humble folitude, or attending, like Hannibal, 
b foreign courts, donee Bithyno libeat vigilare 
fyranm. My health (a thing of no moment) is 
fomewhat mended ; but, at heft, I have an ill 
lead, and an aching heart. Pray God fend you 
boo back to your country in peace and honour^ 
hat I may once more fee him, cum quo morantem 
^tpe diem fregi, &c. 



LETTER CCLXXXV. 

MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, Wejiminjier^ May ^y [1719-] 

SINCE I love you with all the ties of incli- 
nation and friendfhip, and wilh you all the 
lappinefs of life, health efpecially, the chiefeft, 
ou will pardon me being a little peevifli, when 
received your's of the 28th paft, which told mc 
muft pot expeft to fee you here, and that you 
rere not perfectly well at Dublin. I hope there 
; a little fpleen mixed with your diftemper ; in 
Wch cafe your horfe may be your phyfician, 
nd your phyfician may have the happinefs of 
eing your companion ; an honour, which many 

here 
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here would envy him. As to the fang froid olf 
fifty, who has it not, that is worth convert 
ing with, except Harley and Bathurft ; at leafti 
make no more that fort of compUint to me. 
Ijihac commcmorati eji quaft exprohatio ; for fifty 
(as Mr liOcke obferves) is equal to fifty ; and 
a cough is worfe than the fpleen. JMy bookfel- 
ler is a blockhead ; fo have they all been, or 
worfe, from Chaucer's fcrivene'r down to Joha 
and Jacob, Mr Hyde only exceptedj to whom 
my books in qfliires are configned, and the great- 
eft care taken, that they are rightly put up* 
Several of the fubfcribers to you, requiring their 
books here, Jiave had them. I need not repeat 
my thanks to you, for the trouble this matter 
has given yon 5 or intreat your favour for Alma ^ 
and Solomon. I ([\^]\ perform your commands 
to the iiarl of Oxford, femper idem ; and drink 
your health widi our friends ; which is all I can 
do for you at this diftance, till your particular 
order enjoins me any thing, by which I may 
ill cw you, that- 1 am, and dedre • always to con- 
tinue 'Mth the grcateft truth and regard, Sir, 
your moft obedient and moil humble fervant, 

M. PRIOR. 



j. 



LET- 
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•LETTER CCLXXXVI. 

MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, JVeftminfer, Dec. 8, 1 7 19. 

HAVING fpcnt part of my Summer very 
agreeably in Cambridge-fhire, with dear 
liord Harley, I am returned without him to my 
>wn palace in Duke-ft^-eet, whence I ehdeavour 
o exclude all the tumult and noife of the neigh- 
)ouripg Court of Requefts, and to live, aut nihil 
tgendOf aut aliud agendo y till he comes to town. 
But there is worfe than this yet. I have treated 
Lady Harriot * at Cambridge. Good God ! a 
Fellow of a College treat ! — and (jpoke verfes to 
ber f in a gown and cap ! What ! the plenipo- 
tentiary fo far concerned in the damn'd peace at 
Utrecht 1 the man, that makes up half the vo- 
lume of terfe .profe, that makes up the report of 
the committee, fpeaking verfes ! Sic eji^ h6mo 
Jum : and am not afliamed to fend thofe very 
•Verfes to one who can make much better. And 
«K)w let me alk you, How you do ? and what 
you do ? How your Irifli coujitry air agrees with 
Vol. XV. X you, 

♦ Lady Harriot Harley, only daughter of Edward Lord Har- 
ley, and now Duchcfs Dowajcr of Portland. 

t They arc printed in what is called Ky the cdi££>r Samuel 
Humphreys, Efq ; the third volume of Prior's Works ; and are 
5ntUled, Verfes Ipoken to Lady Henrietta Cavcndilh Holies Har- 
ley, in the Library of St John's College, Cambridge, Nov. 9, 
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you, and when you intend to take ' any Englilli 
country air ? In the Spring, I will meet you where 
you will, and go with you where you will ; but 
1 believe the beft rendezvous will be Duke-ftreet, 
and the faireft field for aftion Wimple * ; the 
Lords of both thofe feats agreeing, that no man 
will be more welcome to either than yourfelf. 

It is many months fince the complaint^ of n^y 
fubfcribers are redrefled, and that they hjwc 
ceafed to*call the bookfeller a blockhead^ by ti^anfr 
feiTing that title to the author. We have not 
heard from Mr Hyde; but expeft, that at his 
leifure, he will fignify to Tonfon, what may re- 
late to that whole matter, as to the fecond fub- 
fcriptions. In the mean time, I hope the books 
have been delivered without any miftake ; apd 
fhall only repeat to you, that I am fenfible of the 
trouble my poetry lias given you, and return 
you my thanks in plain profe. Earl of Q&ford^ 
pro more fuoy went late into the country, and 
continues there ftill. Our friends are all well; 
and fo am I, nifi cum piiuita molefta eji ; which is 
at this prefent writing, and will continue, fo all 
the Winter. So, with weak .lungs, and a very 
good heart, I remain always. Sir, your moft obe- 
dient humble fervant, M. PRIOR. 

P. S. Service to Matthew Pennyfeather, 
and all friends. Adieu, 



LET^ 

• The feat of Lord Harfcy. 
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LETTER CCLXXXVU. 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

SIR, Dec, 14, 1719, Nine at Night. 

IT is itnpoffible to know by your letter, whether 
the wine is to be bottled to-morrow, or no. 

If it be, or be* not, why did not you in plaia, 
Englilh tell us fo ? 

For my part, it was by mere chance I came ta 
fit with the Ladies f this night. 

And'if tlicy had not told me there was a letter 
from you, and your man Alexander had not 
gone, and come back from the deanry, and the 
boy here had not been fent to let Alexander know 
I was herc> I fliould have miffed the letter out- 
right. 

Truely I don't know who*s bound to be fending 
for corks to flop your bottles, with a vengeance. 

Make a page of your own age, and fend your 
man Alexander to buy corks, for Saunders al- 
ready has gone above ten jaunts. 

Mrs Dingley and Mrs Johnfon fay, truly they 

don't care for your wife's company, though they 

X 2 . like 

f Mm DInglcy and Mrs Johnfon, who lived at a little dif- 
ftance from tlie deanry. 

fiwift was refident at the deanry when this letter was written, 
of which every paragraph ends with a rhyme. And, 

Sheridan was at his country-houfe, called Quilca, in the 
^unty of Cavan, about forty miles from Dublin. Haivkcf, 



a44 D E A N S W I F T * s 

like your wine ; but they had rather h: 
their own houfe, to dripk in quiet. 

* However^ they own it is very civil in 
ridan to make the ofier > and they can 
it. 

I wifh Alexander fafe at St Catha 
night, with all my heart and foul> i 
word and honour. 

But I think it bafe in you, to fend a jpc 
out fo late, at this time of the year, ^ 
would not turn out a dog. that one value 
peal to your friend Mr Conna. 

I would prefect my humble fervicc to 
MountcaQiel 5 but truly I thought fli 
have made advances to have been a( 
with me, as fbe pretended. 

But now I can write no more, for 
plainly my paper is ended. 

p. S* I wifh when you prated. 
Your letter you dated. 
Much plague it created, 
I fcolded and rated. 
My foul it much grated. 
For your man I long waited, 
I think you are fated, 
Like a bear to-be baited y 
Tour man is bleated. 
The cafe I ha^ ftate(^. 
And me you have cheated. 
My ftables unseated, 
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Come back t' us well freighted ; 
I remember mj late head^ 
^nd wifh you tranflated. 

For teazing me. 

f. S. Mrs Dingley, 

Defires me fingly 

Her fervice to prefent you, 

Hopes that will content you ; 

But Johnfon Madam 

Is grown a fad dame 

For want of your converfe, 

And cannot fend one verfe. 

P. S- You keep fuch a twattling (Vida, 
With you and your bottling, (Rule 34^^ 
But I fee tlie fume total, 
We ftiall ne'er have one bottle ;. 
The long and the fliort, 
We (hall not have a quart. 
I wifti you would fign't, 
That we may have a pint. 
For. all your colloguing, 
Fd be glad of a knogging : 
But I doubt 'tis a fham. 
You won't give us a dram. 
'Tis of fliine, a mouth moonful,: • 
You won't part with a fpoonful. 
And I muft be nimble. 
If I can fill my thimble. 
You fee I won't flop, 
Till I come to a drop ; 

X 3 But: 
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But I doubt the or aculum 
> Is a poor fupernaculum ; 

Though perhaps you majr tell it 
For a grace if you fxnell it. 

STELLA. 



LETTER CCLXXXVIIL 

TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

My Lord, Z)^^.. 19, i7i9-^^ 

I FIRST congratulate with you upon growing 
rich ; for I hope our friends information is 
true. Omne folum diti patrta. Euripides makes 
the Queen Jocaila, afk her OKiled fon, how he got 
his victuals ? But, who ever expecled to fee you » 
trader, or dealer in ftocks ? I thought to have 
feen you where you are, or perhaps nearer : But,. 
Dtis allter vtfum. It may be with one'^s country as 
with a Lady : If flie be cruel and ill-natured, and 
will not receive us, we ought to confider that we 
are better without her. • But, in this^ cafe, we 
may add, (he has neither virtue, honour, nor 
jufHce. I have gotten a mezzotinto (for want 
of a better) of Ariftippus, in my drawing-^-oom. 
The motta at the top is, Omnis Artfiippumy &c« 
and at the bottom, Tant^ foedus cum gente fertre^ 
commijfum juvetiu But fince what I heard of 
Miflifippi, I am grown fbndei* of the former 

motto. 
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to. You have heard that Plato followed racr- 
idifc three years, to fhew he kuew how ta 
V rich, as well as to be a philofopher : And, I 
s, Plato was then about forty, the period 
:h the Italians prefcribe for being wife, in or- 
to be rich at fifty. Series ut in otia tua recedant. 
ve known fomething of courts and minifters 
;er than you, who knew them fo many thou- 
l times better ; but I do not remember to have 
' heard of, or feen one great genius, who had 
r fuccefs in the miniftry : And, recolleftiflg a 
ituvLuy, in my memory and acquaintance, 
Ic who had the fmootheft time, were, at beff, 
I of middling degree in underftanding. But 
were to frame a romance of a great minifter's 

he fhould begin it as Ariftippus has done j 
1 be fent into exile, and employ his leifure in: 
:ing the memoirs of his own adminiftration % 
Q be recalled, invited to refume his fharc o£ 
^cr, aft as far as was decent ; at laft, retire ta 

country, and be a pattern of hofpitality, po- 
lefs, wifdom, and virtue, Have you not ob- 
red, that there is a lower kind of difcretion* 

regularity, which feldom fails of raifing men 
he higheft ftations in the Court, the Church,. 
\ the Law ? It mufl be fo : For Providence, 
ich deffgned the world fhould be governed by 
ly he^ds, made it a bufinefs within the reach 
:ommon underftandings ; while one great ge- 
s is hardly found among ten millions. Did 
. never obferV'e one of your clerks cutting his 

paper 



J48 D E A N S W I F T'4 

paper with a blunt jvory knife ? Did you 
know the knife to fail going the true 
Whereas, if he had ufed a razor, or a pen-l 
he had odds againft 'him of fpoiling a ^ 
fheet. I have twenty times compared the na 
of that ivory ior.plement, to thofe talents 
thrive beft at Court. Think upon Lord B 
Williams, Strafford, Laud, Clarendon, Sh 
bury, the laft Duke of Buckingham * ; aii 
my own acquaintance, the Earl of Oxford 
yourfelf : All great geniufes in their feveral ' 
and, if they had not been fo great, would 
been. lefs unfortunate. I remember but or 
ception, and that was Lord Sommers, \ 
timorous nature, joined with the trade of a 
mon lawyer, and the confcioufnefs of a 
extraftion, had taught him the regularity c 
alderman, or a gendeman-ufher. But, o 
years, I have even refined upon this thoi 
For I plainly fee, that fellows of low intelled 
when they are gotten at the head of affiiirs 
faliy into the higheft exorbit^ces, with i 
more fafety, than a man of great talents 
make the leail ftep out of the way. Perhap 
for the liime reafon, that men are jnore a 
of attacking a vicious than a mettlefome h 
fiut I rather think it owing to that inceiffar 
vy, wherewith the common rate of mankind 
fues all fuperior natures to their own. J 
conceive, if it were left to the choice of ai 

f Villcrs Duke of Buckingham. 
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be would rather be kicked by one of his own 
fpecies than a better. If you will rccolleft, that 
r am toward fix years older than wh^n I faw you 
[aft, and twenty years duller, you will not won- 
der to find me abound in empty Tpeculations : 
[ can now exprefs, in an hundred words, what 
ivould formerly have coft me ten. I can write 
epigrams of fifty diftichs, which might be fqueez- 
ed into one I have gone the round of all my 
ftories three or four times with the younger peo- 
ple, and begin them again. I give hints how 
fignificant a perfon I have been, and nobody be- 
Heves me : I pretend to pity them, but am in- 
wardly angry. I lay traps for people to defire I 
would flicw them fome things I have written, but 
cannot fucceed ; and wreak my fpite, in con- 
demning the tafte of the people and company 
where I am. But it is with place, as it is with 
time. If I boaft of having been valued three 
Irandred miles ofi^, it is of no more ufe, than if 
Ttold how handfome I was when I was young. 
The worft of it is, that lying is of no ufe ; for 
the people here will not believe one-half of what 
» true. ' If I can prevail on any one to perfonate 
* hearer and admirer, you would wonder what 
a favourite he grows. He is fure to have the 
firft glafs out of the bottle, and the beft bit I can 

Carve. Nothing has convinced me fo much, 

that I am of a little fubaltern fpirit, i?iopis atque 
pufiUi animi^ as to refleft how I am forced into 
the moft trifling amufements, to divert the vexa- 
tion 
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tjon of former thoughts, and prefent objcfts. 
Why cannot you lend me a fhred of your ma 
or why did you not ieave a (hred of it wii 
when you were fnatched from me ?— — Yo 
I fpeak in my trade, although it is growing 
trade to be afhamed of. 

I cannot but wifli that you would ms 
poflible for me to fee a copy of the papers 
are about j and I do proteft it neceflary, 
fuch a thing fhould be in fome perfons '. 
befides your own, and I fcorn to fay hoiJi 
they would be in mine. Neither wou}c 
diilike my cenfures, as far as they might 
to circumftantials. I tax you with two mi 
a day until you have read this letter, altho 
am fenfible you have not half fo much 
buiinefs more ufeful and entertaining. 

My letter which mifcarried *, was, I be 
much as edifying as this, only thanking 
congratulating with you for the delightful 
you fent me. And I ought to haye exp 
my vexation, at feeing you fo much bet 
philofopher than myfelf ; a trade you wer 
ther born nor bred to: But I think it is obfc 
that gentlemen often dance better than 
who live by the art. You may thank fo 
that my paper is no longer, &c. 
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LETTER CCLXXXIX. 

•HE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. 
S I R, April 18, 1720. 

tT'OU'D have great reafon to be angry with 
JL me, if my long filence had been occafioned 
f any thing but my care of you 5 for having no 
ife hand to fend by till now, I would not write, 
)r fear it might be conftrucd a fort of treafon 
nifprifon at leaft) for you to receive a letter 
rom one half of st profcribed man. I enquire 
f every body I fee, that I imagine has either 
Min you or heard from you, how you have your 
lealth; for, wealth and happinefs I don't fuppofe 
ou abound in ; for it is hard to meet with 
ither in the country you are in, and be honeft 
ts you are. I thank God our pai liamcnt has 
aken them to tafk, and, finding how ill a u(e 
bey made of their judicature when they had it^ 
lave thought it not fit to truft them with it any 
longer *. I hope tlie next thing will be to tax 

Ireland 

• The Honfe of Peers in Ireland Having tranfmitted to King 
^*«orge I. a long rcprefcntation, fetting forth their right to the 
^oal judicature of caufcs in that kingdom, the Houie of Lords 
^^ England refolvcd, on the 8th of January 1719-20, on the 
^itrary, that the Bgrons of the Exchequer in Ireland had aft- 
'd> in the affair of Anncfley and Sherlock, with courage, accord- 
^% to law, in fupport of his Majefty's prerogative, and with 
^lity to the crown of Great Britain ; and a bill was foon after 
bought in, for the better fccuring the dependency of the king^ 
^m of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain. 
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Ireland from hence, and then no more oppor* 
tunities for bills of attainder, which is very hap- 
py ; for elfe young Hopeful + might have been 
in danger. They were fo good and obedient to 
the powers above, that whether there were rca- 
fon or not, or, as Prince Butler faid, crime or no 
crime, the man was condemned, and a price fet 
upon his head. 

I want much to hear what you think of Great 
Britain ; for all your relations here want much 
to fee you, where are ftrange changes every day. 
You may remember,^ and fo do I, when the 
South-fea was faid to be my Lord Oxford^s brat, 
and muft be ftarved at nurfe. No^ the King 
has adopted it, and calls it his beloved child $ 
though, perhaps, you may fay, if he loves it 
no better than his fon, it may not be faying 
much : But he loves it as well as he does the 

Duchefs of K ^y and that is faying a good 

deal. I wifti it may thrive, for many of my 
friends are deep in it 5 I wifh you were fo too. 
I believe, by this time, you are very forry I have 
met with an opportunity of troubling you with 
this fcrawl ; but the ftrong muft bear with the 
infirmities of the weak ; and, therefore, brother, 
I I 

f The Duclicfs fccmsto mean the Prince of Wales, afterwards 
King George the II. then upon ill terms with Jii^father and his 
father's miniflers. 

^ Kendal, Erengard Mtlefina Schuylenberg, Baronefs of 
Schuylcnberg ift Oermany. Slie was created Duchefs of Kendal 
by Kir^g George I. on tHe 30th of April 1719. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 253 

-I hope you will pardon the impertinencies of 
your poor fifter, whofe brain may be rcafonably 
thought turned with all fixe has met with. But 
nothing will hinder her from being, as long as 
flie lives, moft fincerely, your very humble fer- 
vant, and faithful friend, M. ORMOND. 



LETTER CCXC. 

MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Wejlminjler^ May 4, 1720. 

FROM my good friend the Dean 1 have two 
^letters before me, of what date I will not 
fay ; and I hope you have forgot, that they call 
out for vengeance ; or, as other readings have it, 
for an anfwer. You told me in one of them, 
you had been purfued with a giddy head ; and 
I prefume you judged, by my filcnce, that I 
laboured' under the fame diftcmper. I don't 
know why you have not buried me, as you did 
Partridge 5 and given the Wits of the age, the 
Steeles and Addifons, a new occafion of living 
feven years upon one of your thoughts. When 
-you have finifhed the copy of verfes which you 
began in England, our writers may have another 
hint, upon which they may dwell feven years 
longer. 

Are you Frenchman enough to know how a 
Gafcon fuftains his family for a week } 

Vol. XV. Y Dimanche, 
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Dimanche, une Efclanche j 
Lundi, fro id e et Salade ; 
Mardr, j'aime la Grillade ; 
Mecredi, Hachee ; 
Jeudi, bon pour la Capillotade ; 
Vendrcdi, Point de Gras ; 
Saniedi, Qu'on me caffe les os, et les chiens, 
fe creveront des reftes de men Mouton. 

. We can provide fucli fort of cookery, if you 
will but fend us the fclanche ; but rather bring 
it with you, for it will eat much better, whea 
you are in the company. 

Lord Oxford has been a twelvemonth in Here- 
fordlhire, as far from us, literally, though not 
geographically, as if he had been with you in 
Ireland. He has writ no more to us, than if 
we were ftill minifters of ftate. But, in the 
balance of account, per contra^ I have Lord 
llarlcy at London ; and have either lived with 
liim at Wimple, or upon him here, ever fince 
his father left us. I know no reafon, why you 
fliould not expedl his pidlure, but that he pro- 
niiftd it to you fo often. I wrote to him fix 
months fince, and, inftead of acknowledging 
my letter, he took a more compendious way of 
fending a gentleman to Lady Harriot, in Dover- 
ftreet ; and bid him call at Weftminfter, to know 
if I had any thing to fay to his Lord. He was 
here to-day, when he was fure the fcaffold was 
ready, and the axe whetted 5 and is in Here- 

fordifhire, 
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fbrdfltiire, when the confent of all mankind ei- 
:her juftifies his miniftry, or follows the plan 
3f it. The South-fea Company have raifed their 
ftock to three hundred and fifty, and he has not 
fixpcnce in it. Thou art a ftranger in Ifrael, 
my good friend ; and feemeft to know no more _ 
of this Lord, than thou didft of the Conde dc 

P , when firft I conflrued him to thee at 

the coffee-houfe. 

I labour under the diftemper you complain of, 
deafnefs, efpecially upon the leafl: cold. 1 did 
not take care of my ears, till I knew if my head 
was my own or not ; but am now fy ringing, and 
I hope to profit by it. My coufia is here, and 
Well, and I fee him fometimes ; but I find he 
has had a caution, which depended upon his 
cxpedting more from Court, and is jufcitiable in 
a man, who, like him, has a great family. I 
have given your compliments to my two favou- 
ntes. We never forget your healih. 

I have fcen Mr Butler, and ferved him to the 
ntmoft of my power, with my aniici potentiores^ 
Though he had a good caule, and a ftrong re- 
commendation, he trufled wholly to neither of 
them, but added the greateil diligence in his 
Solicitations. 

Auditor Harley tlianks you, for remembering 

him and his finging man *• As to the affair of 

fubfcriptions, do all at your leifure, and in the 

manner you judge mo ft proper j and fo I bid 

Y 2 yoa 

• Probably a pcrfoa recommended to the Dean's cathedrall 
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you heartily fajrewell, affuring you, that I am 
mod truly your's, M. P. 

Friend Ford falutes you. Adieu. 

Richardfon, whom I take to be a better painter 
^ than any named in your letter, has made an 
excellent pifture of me ; from whence Lord Har* 
ley (whofe it is) has a ftamp taken by virtue. Hfe 
has given me fome of them, for you to give to 
our friends at or about Dublin. I will fend 
the'm by Tottfon's canal to Hyde at Dublin, in 
fuch a manner, as that, I hope, they may come 
■ fafe to you. 



LETTER CCXCI. 

SIR THOMAS HANMER TO DR SWIFT. 

Mildenhally near Newmarht in 
Stifolky OH, 22, 1720. 

I RECEIVED the favour of a letter from you 
about ten days fince, at which time the 
Duke of Grafton * was at London ; but as he 
was foon expected in the country, and is now ac- 
tually returned, I thought it beft, rather thaa 
write, to wait for an opportunity of fpeaking to 
him ; and yefterday I went over to his houfe, oQ 

purpofe 

f Charles, whofe mother Ifobella, daughter of Henry Bcnnrt, 
Earl of Arlington, was married to her fccond huiband Sir Tbo« 
mas Hanmer. ' ' - 
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purpofe to obey your commands. I found he 
was not a ftranger to the fubjedt of my errand ; 
for he had all the particulars of the ftory very 
perfeft, and told me, my Lord Arran had fpoke 
to him concerning it f . I added my folicitations, 
backed with the reafons with which you had^ 
furnifhed me i and he was fo kind to promife, he 
would by this poft write to the Chief Juftice ; 
how explicitely, or how precifely, I cannot fay, 
becaufe men in high pofts are afraid of being po- 
fitive in their anfwers ; but 1 hope it will be in 
fuch a manner as will be effcdlual. 

If the thing is done, it will be beft that the 
means fhould be a fecret by which it is brought 
about ; and for this reafon, you will excufe me, . 
if I avoid putting my name to the outfide of my 
letter, left it fhould excite the curiofity of the 
Poft-Office. If this affair ends to your fatisfac- 
tion, I am glad it has proved to me a caufe of 
hearing from you, and an occafion of afluring. 
you, that I am, Sir, your very humble fervant, ' 

THO. HANMER.- 



Y3 LET. 



f. The profccution of Waters. Sec letter 2^3. from Sir Con- 
ilaotinc Phlpps. 
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LETTER CCXCIL* 

FROM DR SWIFT TO MR POPE, f 

Dublw, Jan. lo, I72K 

A THOUSAND things have vexed me of j 
late years, upon which- 1 am determined 
to lay open my mind to yoii. I rather chufe to 
appeal to you, than to my Lord Chief Jufticc 
Whitflicd, under the fituation I am in. Fori 

take 

♦ This letter Mr Pope never received, nor did he bclicTcit 
was ever fent. Pop€ and /7vr3. 

f This l-'ltcr deleaves the greater attention, as it fecms to 
furnilh more materials of Dr Swifi*s life and principles, than 
any other of his epiflolary writings. The letter breathed an air 
of iuicci ity uvA lrecd(?m, and is addreflcd to a particular friend, 
at a time when the views of ambition were at an end. It may 
thciefore be confidtred as a confcflion of one departing from this 
world, who only is dcfirous to vindicate his own character, and • 
is anxious that his alhes may reft in peace. 

It was written immcdiatcl)^attcr the arbitrary condu£l of i 
Judge in Ireland, Who endeavoured to deftroy the freedom of 
juries, and confcqucntly the very ellence of ^that liberty and 
fafety which we have a right to poflcfs by the conftitution of 
our ftatc. Swift very generoufly declares himfelf averfctoall 
Vigorous proceedings again ft perfons iufpc^led of problematical 
guilt. *' By fuch ftriO inquiries,'* fays he, " a gate is left open 
•* to the whole tribe of informers ; the raoft accurfed, proftitutc 
'* and abanioned lace, that God ever permitted, to plague man- 
'^ kind." Upon this fubje<fl I cannot avoid rccoUefting fomc 
particulars from a book, which has lately given me groat delight 
and in{hu(flion, and which I recommend very warmly to,yoflr 
pcrufal. I mean Vcfprit dcs ioix* The auther, M. de Montcf* 

quicu, 
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flfee this catife properly to lie before you. You 
re a much fitter judge of what concerns the cre- 
it of a writer, the injuries that are done him, 
ad the reparations he ought to receive. Beddes, 
doubt whether the arguments I could fuggeft 
i prove my own innocence, would be of much 
'"eight from the gentlemen of the long robe to 

thofc 



•*icu, obferves, " That informers have been chiefly encouraged 
under the mod tjrannical government'^. In the reign of 
Tiberius, triumphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and 
ftatucs erected to their honour. In the icij.:i of Nero, upon* 
the difcovery and punifhmcnt of a pretended confpiracy, tri- 
umphal dignities were allotted to rurpilianus, Cocceius Ncr- 
va, and Tigillinus." — In another part of his book, the Baron 
c Montefquicu takes notice, " That in Turkey, where little 
regard is Ihewn to the h juour, lives, or cltates of the fubje^, 
all caufcs are determined by the prcfiding Baftaw : And in 
Rome, the Judges had no more to do, than to declare, that 
the perfon accufed, was guilty of a particular crime, and then 
the punifli.Ticnt was found in the laws." — from thefe, and 
ther examjxcjt of arbitrary go\ernment, this elegant author 
ikes a particylar. plcafure, in dillinguiihing and admiring the 
vil conllitution of England : Where, he fays, ** the jury deter- 
mine, whether the fa^ brouijht under their cognifancc, be 
proved or not ; if it be proved, the Judge pronounces the pu- 
nifhment inflicted by the law, for fuch a paiticular faft : And 
for this, adds the baron, ** he needs only open his eyes." 
ut if M. de Montcfqnieu had read Swift's letter, or indeed had 
xolle^ed many notorious fadls of our hiftory, he mu(t have 
bferved, that the Judges have been often deaf to the repeated 
Dice of the jury, and have not only (hut their eyes again ft our 
icCellent laws, but have aflumed ** that terrible and menacing 
air which Commodus ordered to Ue given to his flututes.** 
The method of trials by juries, is generally looked upon as 
ac of the mod excellent branches of cur cunHitution. In theory, 

it 



^6o D E A N S W I F T's 

thofe in furs, upon whofe dccifion, about 
difference of ftyle or fentiments, I fliould be 
unwilling to leave the merits of my caufe. 

Give me leave then to put you in mind, 

though you cannot eafily forget it), that, al 

• ten weeks before the Queen's death, I left 

town, upon occafion of that incurable bn 

an 

it certainly appears in that light. According to the origina 
bJifliment, the jurors arc to be rncn of competent fortunes 
neighbourhood ; and are to be Co avowedly indifTerent be 
the parties concerned, that no rcafonable exception can be 
to t)icra on either fide. In TreafoYi, the perfon • accufed, 
right to challenge five and thirty; and in Felony, twenty; 
out (hewing caufe of challenge. Nothing can be more equ 
No prifbncr can dcfire a fairer field. But the misfortune is 
our juries are often compofed of men of mean eflatesy ac 
underftandihgs. Many difficult points of law are brought 
them, and fubmitted to their verdict, when perhaps th 
not capable of determining, properly and Judicioufly, fuel 
matters of juftice, although the Judges of the court cxpla 
nature of the cafe, and the law which arifes upon it. 
they are not defe£live in knowledge, they are ibmetimes, 1 
from their Nation and indigence, liable to corruption. Tl 
deed is an objef^ion more to the privilege lodged with 
than to the inftitution itfelf. The point moft liable to 
tidn, is the power which any one or more of the twelve, h 
ftarve the reft into a compliance with their opinion ; fo th 
verdift may poflibly be given by ftrcngth of conftitution, i 
..convi£lion of confbience ; " and wretches hang, that jui 
** may dine^** 

In this letter is moft evidently difplayed, Swift*s immuta' 
tachment to Ireland. Such a kind of patriotifm muft hav 
ceedcd from a true love of liberty ; for he hated individual 
defpifed moft of the men of property and power in that 
dom : He owed them no obligations j and while by his wi 
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among the great men at Court ; and went down 
to Berkfhire, where you may remember that you 
gave me the favour of a vifit. While I was in 
that retirement, I writ a difcourfe which I 
thought might be ufeful in fuch a junfture of af- 
hirSf and fent it up to London j but, upon fome ^ 
difference in opinion between me and a certain 
great minifter now abroad, the publifhing of it 
was deferred fo long, that the Queen died ; and 
I recalled my copy, which hath been ever fmce 
in fafe hands. In a few weeks after the lofs of 
that excellent Princefs, I came to my ftation here ; 

where 

he laboured to make their poftcrity happy, he forced from thcm- 
ieives, an' involuntary, but univerfal applaufe. His condu^ was 
fo uniform and conflant in the caufe of Ireland, that he not on- 
ly gained the praife, but the confidence of that whole nation ; 
uho arc a people fcldom, if ever, inclined to ftudy and purfue 
tkcir own intereft, and who arc always exceedingly apt to fuf- 
pe£l aoy advice that is contrary, or in defiance to a minilleriul 
diredHon. 

Swift's principles of government feem to have been founded 
upon that excellent maxim, Salus popul't fuprema eft lex. He be- 
gins by clearing himfelf of Jacobitifm. He fpeaks of the Revo- 
lution, as a neccflary, but dangerous expedient, which has fmce 
been attended with unavoidable bad confequences. i\t declares 
his mortal antipathy to (landing armies in time of peace. He 
adores the wifdom of that inftitution, which rendered our Par- 
liaments annual. He prefers the landed, to the moneyed inte- 
reft, and exprcflc^ a noble abhorrence to the fufpenfion of thofc 
laws upon which the liberty of the fubjeft depends. When thcfc 
articles of his political tenets are examined, they will leave no 
room for any one particular party, to afTume the honour of ha- 
ving had him in their alliance. He was neither Whig nor Tory> 
neither Jacobite nor Republican. He was*-Dr Swift* 

Hi3 



Royal Family which now reigns, furil 
Prayer-book informs me, I cannot 
Chancellor, who are Secretaries, no 
nations wc are in peace or war. Ai 
ner of life was not taken up out of 
affedlation, but merely to avoid giv 
and for fear of provoking party-zeal. 
I had indeed written fome menic 
four laft years of the Queen's reigr 
other informations, which I receive 
fary materials to qualify me for doin 
in an employment then defigned m* 
it was at the difpofal of a perfon who 
fmalleft fliare of ftcadinefs or fincerity 
to accept it. 



His judgment, in relation to the vifiblc dci 
and good fcnfc, is perfeOly juft. He attributes 
lamity to the prevailing luxury of the times; \vl 
in the encourairemenf of faAinn« anrl nf ffvf 
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'hefe papers, at my few hours of health and 
re, I have been digefting into order, by one 
t at a time * : For I dare not venture any fur- 
, left the humour of fearching and feizing 
;rs ftiould revive j not that I am in pain of 
danger to myfelf, (for they contain nothing 
refent times or perfons, upon which I fhall 
T lofe a thought wlvle there is a cat Or a fpa- 
in the houfe), but to prefcrve them from be- 
loft among meflengcrs and clerks. 
have written, in this kingdom, a difcourfe to 
iiade the wretched people, to wear their own 
ufaftures inftead of thofe from England f. 
; treatife foon fpread very faft, being agree- 
to the fentiments of the whole nation, except 
hofe gentlemen who had employments, or 

were 

"hcfc papers, fomc years after, were brought finifhed by the 
into England, with an intention to publilh them. But a 
, ©n whofe judgment he relied, (the fame, I fuppofc, 

he mentions above, as being abroad at the time of writ- 
lis letter), difluaded him from that defign. He told the 

there were feveral fa^s he knew to be falfe; and that the 
was fo much in the fplrit of party-writing, that though it 

have made a feafonable pamphlet in the time of their 
iflration, it was a diftionour to jufl: hifloiy. The Dean 

do nothing againft his friend's judgment ; yet it extreme- 
grined him : And he told a common friend, that fince 
did not approve his hiftory, he would caft it into the fire, 
li it was the bed work he had ever written. However, it 
ot undergo this fate, and it is faid to be yet m being. 

L propofal for theninivcrfal ufe of Irifli manufa^rcs. Vol. 



484 DEAN 

were expeftants. Upon which a perfon in great 
office here, immediately took the alarm. He 
fent in hafte for the Chief Juftice, and informed 
him of a feditious, faftious, and virulent pam- 
phlet, lately publiflied, with a defign of fetting 
the two kingdoms at variance; direfting at the 
fame time, that the printer ihould be profecutcd 
with the utmoft rigour of law. The Chief Juftice 
had fo quick an underftanding, that he refolved, 
if poffible, to outdo his orders. The Grand Juries 
of the county and city were praftifed effeftuallf 
with, to reprefent the faid pamphlet with all ag- 
gravating epithets ; for which they had thanks 
fent them from Engkmd, and their prefcntments 
publiflied for feveral weeks in all the news-pa- 
pers. The printer was feized, and forced to give 
great bail. After his trial, the jury brought him 
in Not guilty y although they had been culled with 
the utmofl induftry : The Chief Juftice fent them 
back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, 
until, being perfeftly tired out, they were forced 
to leave the matter to the mercy of the Judge, by 
what they call a fpecial verdift. During the trial, 
the Chief Juftice, among other fingularities, laid 
his hand on his breaft, and protefted folenmly, 
that the author's defign was to bring in the Pre- 
tender •, altho' there was not a fingle fy liable of 
party in the whole treatife, and although it was 
known, that the moft eminent of thofe who pi-o- 
fefted his own principles, publicly difallowe3 his 
proceedings. But the caufe being fo very odious 
I and 
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%nd itnpopular, the trial of the verdift was de- 
ferred from one term to another, until, upon the 
I)uke of G — ft — n, the Lord Lieutenant's arri« 
Val, his Grace, after mature advice, and per- 
miffion from England, was pleafcd to grant a 
No/i Profequi, 

This is the more remarkable, bccaufe it is faid 
that the man is no ill decider in common cafes 
of property^ where party is out of the quefHon : 
But when that intervenes, with ambition at heels 
to pufh it forward, it muft needs confound any 
man of little fpirit, and low birth, who hath no 
other endowment than that fort of fenowledge, 
which) however poflefled in the higheft degree, 
can poffibly give no one good quality to the 
mind *. 

It is true, I have been much concerned for 

feverarycars part, upon account of the public, as 

well as for myfelf, to fee how ill a tafte for wit 

tnd fenfe .prevails in the world> which politics, 

Vol. XV. Z and 

• This is a very ftrange affcrtion. To fuppofe that a confum- 
matc knowledge of the laws, by which civilized fbcictics are ^<i» 
Terocdy can give no one good quality to tlic mind, is maicinjf 
ethics, (of which public laws arc fo confidcrable a part) a very 
unprofitable fhidy. TXie. bed divifion of the fcienccs, is that old 
one of Plato, into ethics, phyfics, and logic. The fevcrcr philo- 
ibphers condemn a total application to the two latter, becaofe 
they have no tendency to mend the heart ; and recommend the 
firft: as our principal lludy, for its efficacy in this important fer- 
vicc. And, fure, if any human fpeculations can mend the 
hearty they muft be thofe which have man for their object, as a 
reafonable, aibdal, and a civil being. And thefe are all included 

un4«r 
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and South- Sea, and p^irty, and operas, and maf- 
querades, have introduced. For befides many 
iiifipid papers which the malice of fome hath 
entitled me to, there are many perfons appearing 
to wifli me well, and pretending to be judges 
of my ftyle and manner, who have yet afcribed 
fome writings to me, of which any man of com- 
mon fenfe and literature would be heartily a-, 
fliamed. I cannot forbear inftancing a treatifc 
called ^ Dedication upon Dedications^ which many 
would have to be mine ; although it be as empty, 
dry, and fervile a compofition, as I temember 
at any time to have read. But, above all, there 
IS one circumftance, which makes it impoffible 
for me to have been author of a treatife, where- 
in there are feveral pages, containing a panegyric 
on King George ; of whofe charafter and perfon 
I am utteHy ignorant, nor ever had once curio- 
fity to enquire into either, living at fo great a dit 
tance as I do, and having long done with what- 
ever can relate to public matters. 

Indeed, I have formerly delivered my thoughts 
very freely, whether I were afked or no; but 

never 

-under ethics, whether you call the fcience morality or law. And 
with regard to the law of England, we muft be much prejudiced 
again ft it, not to allow, that what Tully affirms concerning the 
law of the Twelve Tables, may with more juftice be applied ta 
our's. Frenmnt onities, licet dicam quod fentio : Bihliothecas mehef 
cuJe omnium pkUofophrum unum ntihi videtur PandeBartim volumtit 
et authoritatis pondcrc, et utUitat'u uhertnte^ fttperare. But the bcft 
proof of its moral efficacy, is the manners of its profeflbrs : And 
tbefc, in every age, have been fuch as were the J^d improted, 
«r the laft corrupted. WMti* 
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never affefted to be a counfellor, to which I had 
no manner of call. I was humbled enough to fee 
myfelf fo far outdone by the Earl of Oxford in 
my own trade as a fcholar, and too good a cour- 
tier not to difcover his contempt of thofe who 
would be n^en of importance out of their fphere. 
Betides, to fay the truth, although I have known 
many great minifters ready enough to hear opi- 
nions, yet I have hardly feen one that would 
ever defcend to take advice : And this pedantry 
arifeth from a maxim the mfelves do not believe; 
at the fame time they pra^ife by it, that there is 
fomething profound in politics, which men of 
plain honed fcnfe cannot arrive to. 

I only wifh my endeavours had fucceeded bet- 
ter in the great point I had at heart, which was 
that of reconciling the minifters to each other. 
This might have been done, if others, who had 
more concern, and more influence, would have 
afted their parts ; and if this had fucceeded, the 
public intereft, both of church and ftate, would 
not have been the worfe, nor the Proteftant fuc- 
ceflion endangered. 

But, whatever opportunities a conftant attend- 
ance of four years might have given me for en- 
deavouring to do good offices to particular per- 
fons, I dcferve at leaft to find tolerable quarter 
from thofe of the other party \ for many of 
which I was conftant advocate with the Earl of 
Oxford, and for this I appeal to his Lordfliip. 
He knows how often I preiTed him in favour of 
Z 2 . Mi^ 
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Mr Axidifon, Mr Congrcvc, Mr Rowe, and Mr 
Steele ; although I freely confefs, that his Lord- 
ihip's kindnefs to them was altogether owing to 
his generous notions, and the efteem he had for 
their wit and parts, of which J could only pre- 
tend to be a remembrancer. For I can never 
forget the anfwer he gave to the late Lord Hali- 
fax, who, upon the firft change 6f the minifby,, 
interceded with him to fpare Mr Congrcvc. It 
was by repeating thefe two lines of Virgil, 

Non cbtufa adeo gejlamus peEtora Pceniy 

Nee tarn averfus equos STyria Soljungit ab urhe. 

Purfuant to which, he always treated Mr Con- 
greve with the greateft perfonal civilities; afTuring 
him of his conllant favour aixtl protedlion ; and 
adding, that he would ftudy to do fomcthing 
better for him. 

I remember it was in thofe times an ufual fub- 
jeft of raillery towards me among the miniftersi 
that r never came to them without a Whig ia 
, my fleeve ; which I do not fay with any view 
towards my making my court: For the new 
principles *, fixed to tliofe of that denooiinatioai 
I did then, and do now from my heart abhor, 
dcteft, and abjure, as wholly degenerate from 
their predeceffors. I have converfed, in fome 

freedom, 

• He means, particularly, the principle at that time charged 
upon tliem by their enemies, of an intention to proicribe the 
Tories. TVark. 
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dom, with more miniftei^ of ftate of all par- 
. thau ufually happens to men of my level ; 

I confefs, in their capacity as minifters, I 
:. upon them* as a race of people whofe ac- 
iutince no man would court, otherwife than 
n the fcore of vanity or ambition. The firft 
:kly wears off, (and is the vice of low minds,, 
a man of fpirit is too proud to be vain), and 
other was not my cafe- BeliJes, having ne- 
received more tlian one fmall favour, I was 
er no neceflity of being a flave to men in 
er i but chofe n\y friends by their pcrfonal 
it, without examining how far their notions 
led with the politics then in vogue. I fre- 
itly converlcd with INIr Addifon, and the 
rrs 1 named (except Mr Steele) during all my 
d Oxford's miniftry ; and Mr AdJifon's 
idfliip to me, continued Inviolable, with as 
:h kindnefs as when we ufed to meet at my 
d Sommers * or HaHfax, who were leaders 
ic oppofite party. 

would infer from all this, that it is with great 
fticc I have thefe many years been pelted by 
r pamphleteers, merely upon account of fome 
rd which the Queen's laft minifters were 
fed to have for me : And yet, in my confci- 
;, I think I am a partaker in every ill deiign 

had> againft the Protedant fuccefGon, or the 
Z 3 liberties 

Liord Sommers had very warmly recommended Dr Swift . 
; favour of Lord Wharton, when he went the Queen's 
inant into Ireland, in the year 1 709. Warh . 
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liberties and religion of- their country ; and cafl 
fay with Cicero, " that I fliould be proud to be 
•* included with them in all their actions, tan' 
** quam in equo ^rojanol* But if I have never dif- 
eovered, by my woids, writings, or aftions, any 
party-virulence f, or dangerous deiigns againft 
the prefent powers ; if my friendfhip and conver- 
fation were equally fliewn among thofe who liked 
or difdpproved the proceedings then at Court, 
and that I was known to be a common friend of 
all deferving perfons of the latter fort, when they 
were in diftrefs j I cannot but think it hard, that 
I am not fuffcred to run quietly among the com- 
mon herd of people, whofe opinions unfortu- 
nately differ from thofe which lead to favour and 
preferment. 

I ought to let you know, that the thing wc 
called a Whig in England, ^ is a creature altoge- 
ther different from thofe of the fame denomina- 
tion here ; at leaft it was fo during the r^ign of 
her late Majefty. Whether thofe on your fide 
have changed or no, it hath not been iny bufinefs 
■ .to enquire. I remember my excellcrtt friend, Mr 
Addifon, when he firft came over hither, fecrc- 
tary to the Earl of Wharton, then Lord Lieute- 
nant,- was extremely offended at the conduft and 
difcourfe of the chief managers here- He told 
me, they were a fort of people wlio feemed to 
think, that the principles of a Whig confifted in 

nothing 

f The Examraers, I /uppofe, were not then publiihed amoBg^ft 
the Dean's works^ Watk^ 
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ling dfe, but damning the church, ^reviling 
clergy, abetting the diffenters, and fpcaking 
emptibiy of revealed religion, 
was difcourfing fome years ago, with a cer- 

minifter, about that Whiggifh or Fanatical 
us, fo prevalent among the Engliili of this 
;dom. His Lordfhip accounted for it by that 
kber of Cromwell's foldiers, adventurers efta- 
.ed here, who were all of the foureft leaven^ 

the meaneft birth, and whofe pofterity are 

in pofleffion t)f their lands and their princi- 
However, it muft be confefl, that of late> 
: people in this country aie grown weary of 
•rdling, becaule intereft, the great motive of 
Telling, is at an end ; for it is hardly worth 
ending, who Ihall be an excifeman, a country 
•, a crier in the courts, or an under-clcrk, 
ou will perhaps be inclined to think, that a 
>n fo ill treated as I have been, muft at fome 

or other, have difcovered very dangerous 
ions in government. , In anfwer to which, I 
tell you what my political principles were in 
time of her late glorious Majefty, which I 
r contradifted by any aftion, -writing, or 
lUrfe. 

rft, I always declared myfelf againft a Popifh 
iflbr to the Crown, whatever title he might 

by the proximity of blood* Neither did I 

regard the right line, except upon two ac- 
its : I/?, As it was eftabliihed by law j and,. 

As it hath much weight ia the opinion* 

of 
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of the people : For necelBty may abolifh any hw^ 
but cannot alter the fcntiments of the vulgar;., 
right of inheritance being perhaps the nxoft, 
popular of all topics. And* therefore, in great 
changes, ^?hen that is broke, there will remain 
much heart-burning and difcontent among the ' 
meaner people, which, under a weak Prince, and 
corrupt adminiftr^ion, may have the worft con- ^ 
fequenccs upon the peace of any ftate. 

As to ' what is called a Revolution-principIe». 
my opinion was this, That whenever thofe cvii*- 
which ufually attend and follow a violent change 
of government, were not in probability fo perni- 
cious as the grievances we fufFered.under a pre- 
fent power, then the public good will juftify fnch 
a revolution. And this I took to have been the 
cafe in the Prince of Orange's expedition 5 altho', 
in the confequence, it produced fome very bad ef- ^ 
fefts, which are likely to ftick long enough by us- 

I had likewife, in thofe days, a mortal antipathy 
againft ftanding armies in times of peace j be- • 
caufe I always took ftanding armies to be only 
fervants hired by the mafter of a family, for keep* 
ing his own children in flavcry ; and becaufe I 
conceived, that a Prince, who could not think 
himfclf fccure without mercenary troops, muft 
needs have a feparate intereft from that of lus 
fubjefts ; altho' I am not ignorant of thofe arti- 
ficial necefEties, which a corrupted miniftry can 
create, for keeping up forces, to fupport a faction 
againft the public intereft. 

-' As 
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As to Parliaments, I adored the wifdom of 
ut Gothic inAitutioiii which made them annual ; 
id I was confident our liberty could never be 
laCed upon a firm foundation, until that ancient 
w were reftored among us. For who fees not, 
lat while fuch afiemblies are permitted to have 
longer duration, there grows up a commerce of 
>rruption, between the minilftrj and the depu- 
C8, wherein they both find their accounts, to 
^ manifeft danger of liberty ? which traffic 
ould neither anfwer the defign nor cxpencc, if 
arliaments met once a-year. 

lever abominated that fcheme of politics, (now 
>out thirty years old), of fetting up a moneyed 
lercft, in oppofition to the landed. For I con- 
ivcd, there could not be a truer maxim in our 
)vernment, than this. That the poflcflbrs of the 
il are the bcft judges of what is for the advan- 
ge of the kingdom. If others had thought the 
nc way, funds of credit, and South-Sea pro- 
is, would neither have been felt nor heard 

I could never diicover the neceffity of fufpend- 
j any law, upon which the liberty of the moft 
locent pcrfons depended ; neither do I think 
s pradtice hath made the tafte of arbitrary 
wer fo agreeable, as that we fhould defire to 
it repeated. Every rebellion fubdued, and 
)t difcovered, contribute to the firmer eftablifh- 
jnt of the Prince. In the latter cafe, the knot 
confpirators is entirely broke, and they are to 

begia 



every pcrfon whofe face a minifter th 
<liflike, are not only oppoiice to th: 
which dedareth it better that ten g 
fliould eicape, than one bnocent fufier 
. wife, leave a gate wide open to the n 
of informers^ the mod accurfed, and 
and abandoned race, that God ever pc 
plague mankind. 

It is true the Romans had a cuilom 
a diAator, during whofe adminidratioi 
cr of other magiftrates was fufpended. 
was done upon the greateft emergenci 
near their doors, or fome civil differ 
armies muft be governed by arbitra 
But when the virtue of that commons 
place to luxury and ambition, this vei 
diftator became perpetual, in the per 
Cafars and their fucceffors, the mof 
tyrants that have any where appeared' i 

Thefe are fome of the fentiments ] 
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>le before midfummer. And indeed I have often 
^ifhedj for fome time pad, that a political cate- 
:liifm might be publifhed by authority four times 
a-year, in order to inftruft us how we are to 
fpeak^ write, and aft, during the current quar- 
ter. I have by experience felt the want of fuch 
an inftruftor : For, intending to make my court 
to fome people on the prevailing fide, by advan- 
cing certain old Whiggifh principles, which it 
fccms had been exploded about a month before, 
I have paflcd for a difaffefted perfon. I am not 
Ignorant how idle a thing it is, for a man in ob- 
fcurity to. attempt defending his reputation as a 
writer, while the fpirit of fadtion hath fo univer- 
6lly poflefled the minds of men, that they arc 
notat leifure to attend to any thing elfe. They 
^iU juft give themfelves time to lybal and accufe 
roe, but cannot fpare a minute to hear my de- 
fence. So, in a plot-difcovering age, I have often 
known an irxno'cent man feized and imprifoned, 
and forced to lye feveral months in chains, while 
the minifters were not at leifure to hear his peti- 
tion, until they had profecuted and hanged the 
Jiumber propofed. 

All I can reafonably hope for by this letter, is 
to convince my friends, and others who are 
pleafed to wiQi me well, that I have neither beea 
fo ill a fubjcft, nor fo ftupid f n author, as I 
have been rcprefented by the virulence of lybel- 
Icrs ; whofe malice hath taken the fame train in 
30th, by fathering dangerous principles in go- 
vernment 
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vemment uppn me which I never maintai 
and infipid produdlions which I am not ca[ 
of writing. For however I may have been fo 
by perfonal ill treatment, or by melancholy 
fpedis for the public, I am too much a polit 
to expofe my own fafety by offenfive w( 
And if my genius and fpirit be funk by increj 
years, I have at leaft difcrction enough left, 
to miftake the meafure of my own abilities, b; 
tempting fubje£ls where thofc talents are nee 
ry, which perhaps I may have loft with my yo 



LETTER CCXCIII. 

«IR CONSTANTINE PHIPPS TO DR 8WJ 

SIR, Ormofid^Streetf Jan, 14, 1720 

HAVING been a little indifpofed^ I wen 
Chriftmas into the country, which 
vented me from fooner acknowledging the 
vour of your letter. As to Water's * cal 
I 

• Dr Swift*s printer : He was profecuted for printing ji 
po/al fir the univerfal ufe of the Jrijh ManufaBum^ faid by 
take to have been written in 1721. The Dean, in his leti 
Pope, dated January 10, 1721, fays, That the jury which 
him, had been culled with the utmo(l induflry ; but that, 
withllanding, they brought him in Not guilty. That Whil 
the Judge, fent tJiem out nine times, and kept them < 
hours ; till, being tired out, they were forced to leave the 
terto the mercy of the Judge, by a fpccial verdidl. The 
of Grafton, Lord Lieutenant, foon after, upon mature a( 
wid permiflion from England, granted a Noli Phfequi, 
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was informed of it j aiid the Lift lerna I fpoke to 
Mr Attorney-General * about it •, but he toU 
me, he could not grant a writ of error in a cri- 
minal cafe, without direction from the King ; 
fo that Waters is not like to have much relief 
from hence, and therefore I am glad to have 
fome hopes it will drop in Ireland. I think the 
Chief Juftice f fhoulJ have that regard to his 
own reputation, to let it go off fo •, for I believe 
the oldeft man alive, or any law-book, cannot 
give any inftance of fuch a proceeding. I was 
informed who was aimed at by tlie profecution, 
which made me very zealous in it ; which I 
fliall be in every thing, wlierein I can be fer- 
viceable. to that gentleman, for whom no body 
has a greater cfteem, than your moft humble and 
moft obedient fervant, CON. PlilPPS. 



LETTER CCXCIV. 

MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, TVeJlminJer^ Feb. 28, 1720-21. 

IF I am to chide you for not writing to me, 
or beg your pardon that I have not writ to 
you, is a queftion •, for our correfponJence has 
becA fo long interrupted, that I fwear I don't 
know which of us wrote laft. In all cafes, I 
iiffure you of my continual friendfhip, and kind- 
VoL. XV. A a eft 

• Sir Robert Raymond. f Whitfhed. 
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eft remembrance of you ; and, with great plea* 
fure, expeft the fame from you. I have been 
ill this Winter. Age, I find, comes on; and 
the cough does not diminifh. 

Nonfufh qualis eram borne 

Sub Regno Cynara. Pafs for that. ■ 

I am tired with politics, and loft in the South* 
Sea. The roaring of the waves, and the mad- 
ncfs of the people, were juftly put together. I 
can fend you no fort of news, that holds either 
conne<5lion or fenfe. It is all wilder than. St 
Anthony's dream ; and the bagatelbs is more folid 
than any thing, that has been endeavoured here 

this year. Our old friend Ox is not well, 

and continues in He re ford fh ire. John of Bucks* 
died laft week, and Conningfby was fent laft 
week to the Tower. I frequently drink your 
health with Lord Harley, who is always the fame 
good man, and grows daily more beloved as 
more univerfally known. I do fo too with our 
honeft good-natured friend Ford, whom I love 
for many good reafons, and particularly for that 
he loves you. 

How do you do as to your health ? Are we to 
fee you this Summer ? Anfwer me thefe queftions. 
Give my fervice to all friends," and believe me to 
be ever, with great truth and efteem, dear Sir, 
your's, M. PRIOR- 

LET- 
* John ShcflGcld, Duke of Buckinghamfliirc 
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LETTER CCXCV, 

Mil PRIOR TQ DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, Wejlminjler^ Aprif2^i r^ii. 

[KNOW very well, that you can write a good 
letter, if you have a-mind to it ; but that 
1 not the queftion. A letter from you fome- 
mes, is what I defire. ^Rcferve your tropes 
ad periods for thofe you love lefs ; and let me 
ear how you do, in whatever humour you are ; 
whether lending you money to the butchers, 
rotecSting the weavers, treating the women, or 
onftruing propria qu(t marihus to the countr}*-- 
urate. You and I are fo eftablifhed authors, 
bat we may write what we will, without fear of 
enfure ;.and if we have not lived long enough to 
•refer the bagatelle to any thing elfe, we de- 
srved to have had our brains knocked out ten, 
ears ago. 

I have received the money punftually of Mr 
)an. Hays, have his receipt, and hereby return 
ou all the thanks, that your friend (hip in that 
ffair ought to claim, and your generofity does 
ontemn. There's one turn for you ; good. 

The man you mentioned in your laft, has 

>een in the country thefe two years, very ill in 

LIS health, and has not for many months been 

)ut of his chamber; yet what you obferve of 

A a 2 him 
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him is fo true, that his ficknefs is all accounted 
for policy, that he will not come up, till the 
public diftradlions force fomebody or other 
(whom, God knows) who will oblige fomebody 
elfe to fend for him in open triumph, and fet 
him in Jlatu quo prius. That in the mean time, 
^ he has forefeen all that has happened ; check- 
mated all the miniftry; and, to divert himfelf 
at his leifure hours, has laid all thofelime-twigs 
for his neighbour Conningfby *, that keep that 
pi-ccious bird in the cage, out of which himfclf 
flipt fo cunningly and eafily. 

Things, and the way of men's judging them, 
vary fo much here, that it is impoffible to give* 
you any jufl: account of fome of our friends 
aftlons. Roffen is more than fufpefted to have 
given up his party, as Sancho did his fubje&i 
for fo much a head, tun portatit F autre. His 
t^aufe, therefore, which is fomething originallf 
like that of Lutrin, is oppofed or neglcdled bf 
his ancient friends, and openly fuftained by the 
miniftry. He cannot be lower in the opinion of 
moft men, than he is 4 and I wifh our frie;nd 

Har- 1 were higher than he is. 

,Our young Ilarley's vice is no more cove- 
toufnefs, than plainnefs of fpeech is that of his 
coufin Tom. His Lordfhip is really amahilisp 
and Lady Harietta adoranda. 

* Thomas Earl of Conning(by, created fo by King George !• 
in 1719. 
+ Lord Haccourt. 
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I tell you no news, but that the whole isi a 
complication of miftakes in policy, and of k^na- 
▼cry in the execution of it : Of the miniftcrs I 
fpeak) for th^ moft. part, as well ecclefiaftical as 
eivil. This is all the truth I can tell you, except 
one, which I am fure you will receive very kind- 
ly, that I am ever your friend and your fervant^; 

M. PRIOR. 

Friend Shelton, commonly called Dear Dick, 
is with me. We drink your health. Adieu. 



LETTER CCXCVr. 

DR S^VIFT TO [sTELLa] MRS JOHNSON K 

Deanry-houfe^ Sunday mornings April '^Oy 1721. 

JAcK Grattan faid nothing to me of it till 
lad night ; Vis none of niy fault : I low did. 
I know but you were to dine abroad ? You 
&ould have fcnt your mcflenger fooner ; yes, I 
think the dinner you provided for yourfelves may 
do well enough here, but pray fend it foon. I 
wifli you would give a body more early waiHiing ; 
but you muft blame yourfelves* Delany fays he 
will come in the evening ; and for auglit I know* 
Sheridan may be here at dinner : Which of you. 
was it undertook this frolick ? your letter hardly 
explained your meaning, but at laft I found it. 
A a 3 l^ray 

♦ Indorfcd by Mrs Johnfon ; An arfuir ic no letter* 



282 D E A N S W I F T's 

Pray don*t ferve fne thcfe tricks often. You may 
be fure, if there be a good bottle, you fhall have 
it- I am fure I never refufed you, and therefore 
that refle^lion might have been fpared. Pray be 
more pofitive in your anfwer to this. . 

Margoofe, and not Mergoofe : It is fpelt with 
an Oy fimpleton. 

No, I am pretty well after my walk. I am 
glad the archdeacon * got home fafe, and I 
hope you took care of him. It was his own 
fault ; how could I know where he was ? And 
he could have eafily overtaken me ; for I walked 
Ibftly on purpofe, I told Deljiny 1 would. 



LETTER €CXCVII. 

REV. DR SWIFT TO THE REV. MR WALLISf. 

SIR, Dublin^ May 13, 1 721. 

I HAD your letter, and the copy of the' bi- 
ftiop's :j: circuliir inclofed, for which I thapk 
you ; and yet I will not pretend to know any 

thing' 

• Archdeacon WaUi 

+ Son of the Dean of Derry, and Vicar" o^ Athboy in the 
county of Meath. He died in 1746. 

\ Dr Evans, tranftated from the fee of Baijgor to that of 
Meath in 1715. In this dioccfc, was the vicarage of Laracoc, 
which Swift held with his dcanry. Some diflentions having 
arifen between Bifhop Evans and his clergy, Swift took part 
with the latter. At the firft vifitation which he attended, hear- 
ing his dioccfan very fevere in his animadverfions on a poor 
curate, for a matter of little or no importance, the Dean flood 

up. 
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ling of it, and hope you have not told* any 
3dy what you . did. 1 fhould be glad enough 
> b€ at the vifitation, not out of any love to the 
lifinefs^ or the^perfon, but to do my part in 
reventing any mifchief. But in truth my health 
ill not fuffer it ; and you, who are to be my 
roxy, may fafely give it upon your veracity. I 
[h confident the bilhop would not be diflatisfied 
rith wanting my company, and yet he may give 
imfelf airs when he finds I am not there. I 
low employ myfclf in getting you a companion 
cure your fpleen. 
^ I am your moft faithful humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 



LETTER CCXCVIII. 

TO THE BjCSHOP OF MEATH. 

My. Lord, J^ne ^^ 1721* 

[HAVE received an account of your Lord^ 
(hip's refufing to admit my proxy at your 
ifitation, with feveral circumftances of perfonal 
efle<5lions on myfelf, although my pioxy atteft- 
d my want of health : To Confirrti which, and to 
ay before you the juftice and chriflianity of 

your 

p, and told his Lord (hip, that ** Having once been witncfs of, 
fuch improper utiepifcopal behaviour, he would never be wit- 
nefs of it again ; and therefore gave his'Lordfhip notice, that if 
he had any fault to find with him, he mufl find it then, as 
he was determined not to attend any other vifitation*" 
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your proceeding, above a hundred perfons of 
quality and diftinftion can witnefs, that, fince 
Friday the 26th of May, I havcijeen tormented .' 
with an ague, in as violent a manner as poffiWcj 
which ftill continues, and forces mc to make nfe 
of another hand in writing to you. At the faro* 
tune, I muft be plain to tell you, that if this acci- 
dent had not happened, I Ihould have ufed all 
endeavours to avoid your vifitation, upon the 
public promife I made you three years ago, and 
the motives which occafioned it 5 becaufe I was " 
unwilling to bear any more very injurious treat- 
ment and appellations given to my brethren or 
myfelf 5 and, by the grace of ,God, I am ftill 
determined to abfent myfelf on the like occafions, 
as far as I can poffibly be difpcnfed with by any 
law, while your Lordfliip is in that dipcefe, and 
I a member of it. In which refolution, I could 
not conceive but your Lordfliip would be cafy: 
Becaufe, altho' my prefence might poffibly con-r 
tribute to your real (at leaft future) intereft, I 
was fure it could not to your prefent fatisfaclion. 
If I had the happinefs to have been acquainted 
with any one clergyman in the dioccfe, of your 
Lord (hip's principles, I fhould have dedred him 
to reprefent me with hopes of better filccefs : Bttt 
I wifli you would fometimes think it convenient 
to diftinguifh men as well as principles, and not 
look upon everjr perfon, who happens to owe 
you canonical obedience, as if * 

I 

♦ The remainder of tliis paragraph he has left to the Bifliop's. 

•wn conjecture. 
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I have the honour to be Ordinary over a con- 
lerable number of as eminent Divines as any in 
Is kingdomi who owe me the fame obedience 

I owe to your LorJihip, and arc equally 
>UQd to. attend my vification ; yet neither I, 
>r any of my predeccflbrs, to my knowledge, 
d evpr ncfiifc a regular proxy. 

I am only forry, tliat you, who are of a country 
A^d for good nature^ have found the way to 
EMte the h^Qj paflion of your own country- 
«n f, with th^ long, fedate refentment of a 
pcmiafd : But I have an honourable hope, that 
lis proceeding has been more owing to party 
lan compledlion. I am, 
. My Lord, 

Your Lord (hip's 

Mod humble fervant. 



LETTER CCXCIX. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR. SWIFT. 

July 28, 1 72 1. 

[NEVER was fo angry in all my life, as I was 
with you lafl: week, on the receipt of your 
tter of the 19th of June. The extreme pleafure 
gave me, takes away all the excufes which I had 
ivented for your long negle<El. I defign to re- 
irn my humble thanks to thofe men of eminent 

gratitude, 

f The Bi(bop was a Wdchman ; his name Evans. 
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gratitude, and integrity, the Weavers and the 
Judges, and earneflly to intreat them, indead of 
toffing you in the perfoo of your proxy, who^ 
had need to have iron ribs to endure all the 
drubbings you Will procure him, to tofs you in 
your proper pcrfon, the next time you offend, 
by going about to talk fenfe, or to do good to 
the rabble. Is it poflible, that one of your age 
and profeflion (hould be ignorant, that thif 
monftrous beaft has paflions to be moved, but 
no i-eafon to be appealed to ; and that plain truth 
will influence half a fcore men at moft in a na^ . 
tion, or an age, while myftery will lead millioni 
by the nofe ? 

Dear Jonathan, fince you cannot refolvc to 
write as you preach, what public authority al- 
lows, what councils and fenates have decided to 
be orthodox, inftead of what private opinion 
fuggefts, leave off inftrucling the citizens.of Du- 
blin. Believe me, there is more pleafure, and 
more merit* too, in cultivating friendfhip, than 
in taking care of the ftate. Fools and knaves 
are generally beft fitted for the laft ; and none 
but men of fenfe and virtue ar^ capable of the 
other. How comes it then to pafs, that you, 
who have fenfe, though you have wit and virtue, 
though you have kept bad company in your 
time, (hould be fo furprifed, that I continue to 
write to you, and expeft to hear from you, 
after feven ye.irs abfence ? 

Anni pr:e(!antur euntesy fay you ; and time will 
lop off my luxuriant branches. Perhaps it will be 

fo- 
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But I have put the pruning-hook into an 
i, which works hard to leave the other as 
: to do of that kind as may be. S^me fuper- 
us twigs are every day cut 5 and, as they 
Q in number, the bough which bears the 
en fruit of friendfliip, fhoots, fwells, and 
idi. 

tir friend told you what he heard 3^ and what 
commonly faid, when he told you that I had 
n the fancy of growing rich. If I could have 
Ived to think two minutes a day about flocks^ 
atter law * half an hour a week, or to have 
obh'gation to people I neither loved nor va- 
, certain ifr is, that I might have gained im- 
fely. But not caring to follow the many 
ht examples of thefe kinds, which France 
lifhed, and which England fent us over^ I 
led the little money I had of my own, with- 
being let into any fecret, very negligently: And 

have fecured enough to content me, it was 
ufe I was foon contented. I am forry to hear 
confefs, that the love of money has got into 
r head 5 take care, or it will, ere long, fink 

your heart, the proper feat of pafBons. Pla- 
whom you cite, looked upon riches, and the 
:r advantages of fortune, to be defireable T 

he declared', as you have read in Diogenes 
rtius ; Ea etji non ajluerinty nihilominus tamen 
urn fore fapientem. You may think it,, per- 

haps^ 

The proje£lor of Vlie Mlffifllppi fchcmc in France, which 
aced the South-fea fchenie here. 
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haps, hard to reconcile his two journies into 
Sicily with this maxim, efpeciaily iince he got 
fourfcore talents of the tyrant. But I can aflure 
you, that he went to the elder DionyGus, only to 
buy books ; and to the younger^ only to borrow 
a piece of ground, and a number of men, .wo- 
men, and children, to try his Utopia. Ariftip- 
pus was in Sicily at the fame time \ and there paf- 
fed fomc Billingfgate between thefe reverend per* 
fons. This philpfoher had a much flronger 
fancy to grow rich, than Plato : He flattered,^ 
he cracked jcfts, and danced over a itick, to get 
fome of tlie Sicilian gold ; but ftill even he took 
care, Jibi rcs^ non fe rebus fubmittere. And I re- 
member, with great edification, how he reproved 
one of his catechumens, who bluihed, and fhrunk 
back, when his mafter fliewed him the way to the 
bawdy-houfe. Nofi ingredi turpe efty fed egredi 
nan po]fe turpe ejl. The conclufion of all is this ; 
un hofifiette homme ought to have centi mille livrts 
de retitey if you pleafe ; but a wife man will be 
happy with the hundredth part. Let i^s not re- 
fufe riches, when they offer themfelves s but let 
us give them no room ia our heads, or our 
hearts. Let us enjoy wealthy without fuftering 
it to become neceflary to us : And, to finilh with 
one of Seneca's quaint fentences, ** Let us place 
it fo, that fortune may takei it without teanngit 
from us." The paiTage you mention, does fbllov 
that which I quoted to you, and the advice is 
good. Solon thought fo ; nay, he went further: 
I And 
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Vnd you remember the reafon he gave for fitting 
n the Council of Pififtratus, whom he had done 
lis utmoft to oppofc ; and wltt), by the way, 
droved a very good Prince. But the epililc is 
aot writ by Cicero, as you feem to think. It is, 
ifl miflakc not, an epiftle of DolabtlU to him. 
Cato, ypu fay, would not be of the i'anie mind. 
Cato is a moft venerable name, and Dolabclla 
»vas but a fcoundrel, with wit and valour 5 and 
7et there is better fenfe, nay there is more virtue, 
n what Dolabella advifes, than in the conJuft of 
^ato. I muft own my weaknefs to you. This 
i^ato, fo fung by Lucan in every page, and fo 
nuch better fung by Virgil in h:i!f a line, flri'ics 
ne with, no great refpe£t. AVhcu I fee him paint- ^ 
rd, in all the glorious colours, which eloquence 
^rnifhes, -I call to mind that image of him, 
vhich Tully gives in one of his letters to Atticus, 
>r to fomebody elfe ; where he fay«; that having a 
-nind to keep a debate from coming on in the 
Senate, they made Cato rife to fpeak, and that 
he talked till the hour of propofing matters, was 
over. TuUy infinuarc.;, that tliey often made thig 
ufc of him. Does not the moving picture Hilft ? 
Do you -not behold Clarke of i^aunionderin, in the 
gown of a Roman Senator, feading out the mem- 
bers to pifs ? The cenfor ufed fharp meJicir.ts ; 
but, in his time, the patient had ftrength to bear 
them. The fecond Cato inherited this receipt 
without his ikill ; and, like a true quack, he gave 
the remedy, becaufe it was his only one, though 
. Vol. XV. B b k 
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it was too late. He haftened the patient's death j 
he not only liaftencd it, but he made it more con- 
vullivc and painful. 

The condition of your wretched country, is 
woife than you reprefent it to be. The healthful 
Indian follows his mafter, who died of ficknefs, 
to the grave ; but I much doubt, whether thofe 
charitable legiflators eXadt the fame, wjien the 
mafter is a lunatic, and cuts his own throat. I 
mourn over Ireland with all my heart, but I pity 
you more. In reading your letter, I feel your 
pulfe : And I judge of your diftemper, as furely ' 
by the figures into which you caft your ink, as 
the learned dc^lor, at the hand, and the urinal 
could do, if lie pored over your water. You arc 
really in a very bad way^ You (ay your me- 
mory declines ; I believe it does, fince you for- 
get your friends, and fince repeated importunity 
can hardly draw a token of remembrance from 
you. Inhere are bad airs for the mind, as well 
as the body : And what do you imagine, that 
Plato, fince you have fet me upon quoting him, 
(who thanked Heaven that he was not a Boeotian), 
would have faid of the ultima Thule ? Shake 
ofF your lazinefs, ramble over hither, and fpend 
fome months in a kinder climate. You will be 
in danger of meeting but one plague here, and 
you will leave many behind you. Here you will 
come among people who lead a life fini^ular enough 
to hit your humour, fo near the world as to have 
all its cofiveniencies, fo far from the world as to 
be a ftranger to all its inconvenicncies, wanting 

nothing 
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Bothing which goes to the eafc and happinefs oi 
life, embarafTed.by nothing Which is cumberfome. 
I dare almoft venture to fay, that you will like us 
better than the perfons you live with, and that 
yre ftiall be able to make you retrograde (that I 
may ufe a canonical {lmile)'as the fun did on 
the dial of Hezechias, and begin a-ncw the 
twelve years which you complain are gone. We 
will reftore to you the nigros angujlo fronte cap'iU 
loss and, with them, the dulce loquiy the ridere 
decorum y et inter vlna fugam Cytiara mcertre pro^ 
ierva, Hac ejl vita folutorum mifera ambition c grci" 
vique, and not your's. 

I was going to finifh with my fheet of paper ; 
but having bethought myfelf, that you deferve 
feme more punifliment, and calling all my anger 
againd you to my aid, I refolve, fince I am this 
morning in. the humour of fcribbling, to make 
my letter at leaft as long as one of y(,ur fermons ; 
and, if you do not mend, my next fhall be as 
long as one of Dr Manton's *, who taught my 
youth to yawn, and prepared me to be an High- 
churchm:in, that I might never hear him read, 
nor read him more. 

You muft know, that I am as bufy about my 

hermitage, which is between the Chatc au and the 

Maifon Bourgeoife, as if I was to pais my lif.; in 

B b 2 . it : 

* Thomas Manton, I). D. who had been ejc^cd from the 
rc£tory of Covent-jjaVdcn, for Non-conformity, alter the Reflo- 
ratioii. He was a voluminous writer in Divinity, and publilhcd. 
a lar^c folio of Sermons, on the CXIXth Pfalm. 
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bu 

it : And, if I could fee you now and then, ^ 1 pa 
fhould be willing enough to do fo; 1 have in my 
wood, the biggcft and clearcft fpring perhaps in 
Europe, which forms, before it leaves the park, 
a more beautiful river than any which flows ia 
Greek or Latin verfe. I have a thoufand projefts 
about this fpring, and, among others, onfr which 
will employ fome marble. Now, marble, you 
know, makes one think of infcriptions : And if 
you will correal: this, which I have not yet com- 
mftted to paper, it fliall be graved, and help to 
fill the table-books of Spons and Mifibns + yet to 
come. 

Propter Jidem adverfus regtnam^ et pattes^ 

Interne rate fer vat am y 
Propter operam^ in pace genet alt cmdltcmdd 
Strenue /(diem navatam, 
Impotentta vefank faBtonis 

Solum vertere coaEhts^ 
Hie ad aqua lene caput facrdt 
Injujle exulat, 
TDulce vivit 
• H. DeB.An.l3fc. 

Ob were better than propter ^ but ob operam 
would never pleaie the ear. In a proper place, 
before the front of the houfe, which I have new 

buih, 

• Jimcs Spon, M. D. and Maximilian Miflon, were two 
eminent tiaclljis, who Iiuve publiflicd Uicir travels ; in whkK 
arc mill ted many infcrip*ions. 
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builtj I have a-raind to infcribe this piece of 
patch-work. ^ 

Si reftpifcat patria^ in patriam reditun4S : 
Si fwn refipifcat^ ubivis melius quam inter 
talcs civcs futurus* 
Hanc villam irijlauro et exorno : 
Hincy vclut ex porttiy alienos caftis^ 
Et for tun a ludum infolentem^ 
Cernere fuave ejl, 
HiCy mortem nee appetcns nee timens^ 
Innocuis deliciis^ 
Do El a quiet ey 
et 
Felicis animi imm'jtu tranquilUiate^ 
Fruifcor. 
Hie inihi vivam qu-jd/uperejl^ aut exiliij aut avi- 

If in a year's time you Ihould find leifure to 
write to mc, fend mc feme mottos for .groves,, 
and ftreams, anJ fine profpcels, and retreats, and 
contempt of grandeur, &c. I have one for my 
grecn-houfes, and one for an alley which leads 
to my apartment, which are happy enough. The 
fir ft is, Hie ver affiduum at que alierds menjiius a/las* 
'Hie other is, fnlleutis femita vit^. 

You fee I amufe myfclf de la bagatelle as much 
as you. But here lyes the difierence: Your baga- 
telle leads to fomething better ; as fiddlers flou- 
rifti carelefsly, before they play a fine air. But 
mine begins, proceeds, and ends in bagatelle. 

B b 3 Adieu : 
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Adieu: It is happy for you that my hand is 
tired. 

I'll take care that you (hall have my pifture^ 
and I am fimple enough to be obliged to you for 
alking for it. If you do not write to me foon, 
I hope It will fall down as foou as you have it, 
and break your head. 



, L E T T E R CCC. 

THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SVflFT. 

SIR, ^ Sept. I, 1 721. 

IDONT know how to account for your long 
filence, unlefs your time has been taken up in 
making an interefk with* thofe in power het*e, 
for one of the two Archbilhopricks, that, we 
hear, were void j (but I am very glad, are not 
fo). Set your heart at reft, for they are pro- 
mifed ; and therefore you may as well write to a 
fifter, when next you honour this kingdom with 
any difpatches. As to any greater people, it is a 
fhame to think how you have neglected ^thofe of 
your own houfe. I had once determined to 
write to you no more, fince no anfwer was to be 
expe£led ; but then revenge came into my head, 
and I was refolved to teaze you, till at laft, to 
be quiet, you would fend me fome plaufible ex- 
cufe iit leaft, for never enquiring after brother 
or fifter. 

I 
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I wonder when you'll be good-natured enough 
to come and fee how we do ; but Ireland has 
fuch powerful charms, that I queftion whether 
you would leave it to be one of our Archbilhops. 
. I was at your brother Arran's * a good while this 
Summer, and have been much upon the ramble, 
or clfe you'd have fooner had thefe juft re- 
proaches from me ; wHom you have no way of 
appeafing, but by a letter of at Icaft four fides of 
paper : Though 1 am fo good a Chriftian, upon 
this occafion, as to be, notwithftanding all this 
ill treatment. Sir, your moft fincere friend, and 
humble fervant, M. ORMOND. 



LETTER CCa. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT* 

Jarr. I, X72I-2, 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 29th of Sep- 
tember, above a fortnight ago.; and (hould 
have fet you an example, by anfwering it imme- 
diately, (which I do not remember you ever fet 
me) if I had not been obliged to abandon the 
filencc and quiet of this beloved retreat, and to 
truft myfelf irito the hurry and rabble of ah im- 
pertinent town. In lefs than ten days, which I 
fpent at Paris, I was more than ten times on the 
point of leaving my bufinefs there undone ; and 

yet 
• Another of the fixtcca,- 
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yet this bufinefs was to favc four^fifths of four 
hundred thoufiind llvrcs, which I have on the 
town-houfe ; reftes mtferahlet du naufragt de ma 
fortune. Luckily I had the fear of you before 
my eyes ; and though I cannot hope to defcrvc- 
your efteem by^growing rich, I have endeavour- 
ed to avoid your contempt by gi'owing poor* 
The cxpreflion is equivocal ; a fault, which our 
language often betrays thofe who fcribblc hafti' 
ly, into : But your own confcience will ferve for 
a comment, and fix the fenfe. Let mc thank 
you for remembering me in your prayers, and 
for ufing your credit above fo generoufly in my 
behalf. To defpife riches with Seneca*s purfe, 
is to have at once all the advantages of fortunc- 
and philofophy. 

^tid voveat dulci nutricula majtis alumno ^ 

You are not like H. Guy *, who, among 
other excellent pieces of advice, gave me this, 
when I firft came out to Court : To be very mo- 
derate and modeft in my applications for my 
friends, and very greedy and importunate when 
I afked for myfclf. You call Tully names, to 
revenge Cato's quarrel ; and to revenge Tully's, 

I 

• Henry Guy, who had been fccretary to the TrcaAiry dar- 
ing three fucccflivc reigns. He died February 23, 1 716, and 
left to William Pultcney, Efq ; late Earl of Bath, near forty 
thoufanfl pounds, with an eftate of about five hundred pounds a- 
yea»- : As the latter owns, in his^ Anfu'cr to or,e fart .of a latt w- 
famius Ijhit &c. publiflied in 1 731, p. 39. 
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I am ready to fall foul on Seneca. You Church- 
men have cried hiai up for a great faint ; and, 
as if you imaginedi that to have it believed^ he 
had a month's mind to be a Chriilian, would rc- 
flcdt fome honour on Chriftianity, youemplpyeJ 
oac of thofe pious frauds, fo frequently pra£tifed 
in the days of primitive fimpllcity to impofe on 
the world, a pretended correfpondence between 
him and the great Apoftle of the Gentiles f. 
Tour partiality in his favour, fhall biafs mc nd 
tnore^ than the pique which Dion Cailius and 
6thei^ (hew againft him. Like an eqtiitable judge, 
I flidll only tax him v^rith^ avarice in his pro^ 
fpcrity, adulatiort in his Adverfity, and affectation 
in every ftate of life. Was I coofiderable enough 
to be banifhcd from my country, methinks .1 
Would not purchafe my reftdration, at the ex* 
pence of writing fuch a letter to the Prince him- 
felf, 'as your Chriftlan Stoic wrote to the Em- 
peroi^'s (lave Polybius J. Thus I think of the 
m^ti ; and y^t I read the author with pleafurc, 
though 1 join in condemning thofe points which 
he introduced into the Latin ftile ; thofe eternal 
witticifms, ftrung like beads together ; and that 

impudent 

- f It confifts of thirteen letters, whic!v.rccmcd to St Jerome 
and St Aupurtinc to have been genuine. But Du Pin fNorvelU 
tibrtotheque des Auteurs Ecclcjinjiiqncs, Tom. I. p. 24. Ldit. 1690, 
qnarto) acknowlcdjjes, that they contain notlung worthy of the 
Apoftle or Philolophcr, and have not the leaft refemblancc to 
the ftyle of either. Ihis is likcwifc the judgment of the moft 
learned among the modern critics. 

\ Seneca de Confolatione ad Polybium, 
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impudent manner of talking to the paflions, be- 
fore he has gone about to convince the judge- 
ment ; which^Erafmus, if I remembor right, ob- 
jefts to him. He is feldom inftruftive, but he 
is perpetually entertaining; and when be. gives 
you no new idea, he refledls your own back up- 
on you with new luftre. I have lately wrote aa 
excellent treatife in praife of exile *. Many of 
the hints are taken from Confolatto ad Helvianiy 
and other parts of hi? works. The whole b 
turned on his ftile and manner j and there ,is 
much of the fpirit of the portique, as I could 
infufe, without running too far ia the mirab'tlia^ 
inoplnata^ et paradoxa ; which Tully, and I think 
Seneca himfelf, ridicules the fchool of 'Zeno for. 
That yoa may laugh at me in your turn, I own 
ingenuoufly, that I began in jeft, grew ferlous at 
the third or fourth page, and convinced myfelf, 
before I had done, of what perhaps I {hall ne- 
ver convince any other, that a man of fenfe and 
virtue may be unfortunate, but^an never be un» 
happy. Do not imagine, however, that 1 have a 
mind to quarrel with Ariftippus : He is ftill my 
favourite among the philofophers -, and if I find 
fome faults in him, they are few and Venial. 

You do me much honour, in faying that I put 
you in mind of Lord Digby f •, but fay it to no 

one 

* It is printed in his works, under the title of Refections upOH 
Exile, 

t George Lord Diffby, afterwards Earl of Briftol. "Dr Swift,- 
in a letter to Lord Bolingbroke, dated April 5, 1729, and print* 

cd 
y 
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one elfe, for fear of paffing for partial in your 
parallels, which has done Plutarch more hurt 
than It has done good to liis Grecian heroes. I 
had forgot, or I never knew, the remarkable 
fage which you mention. Great virtue, unjuftly 
perfecuted, may hold fuch hmguage, and will 
A^ heard with applaufe, with general applaufe 
I mean, not univerfal. There was at Athens, a 
wretch, who fpit in the face of Ariftides, as he 
: marched firm, caln\, and almoft gay, to execu- 
tion. Perhaps there was not another man a- 
mong the Athenians, capable of the fame vile 
aftion. And for the honour of my country, I 
will believe, that there are few men in England, 
beildes Lord Oxford, capable of hearing that 
ftrain of eloquence, without admiration. There 
is a fort of kindred in fouls, and they are divided 
into more families than we are apt to imagine* 
Digby and Harley are abfolute ftrangers to one 
another. Touch an unifon, and all the unifons 
will give t]ie fame found; but you may thrum 
a lute till your fingers are fore, arid you will 
draw no found out of a Jew's harp. 

I thank you for corredling my infcriptions, 
and I thank you (1 ill more for promifing to 
gather up mottos for me, and to write often to 
me. I am as little, given to beg correfpondents, 
as you are to beg pidlurcs ; but fince I cannot 
live with you, I would fain hear from you. ' To 

grow 

cd in his works, ftyles Lord Digby the prototype of Lord Doling- 
fcrokc. 
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grow old with goo'd fenfc, and a good ftiend, wa$ 
the wifh of Thales ; I add, with good health: 
To enjoy but one and a half of thefe three, is 
hard. I have heard of Prior's death *, and of 
bis epitaph f ; and have feen a flrange book, 
wvit by a grave and eloquent Doftor f , about the 
Duke of Buckinghamfhire. People, who talk 
much in that moment, can have, as I believe, 
but one of thefe two principles, fear or vanity. 
It is therefore much better to hold one's tongue. 
i am forry that the firft of thefe perfons, our 
• old acquaintance Matt. liVed fo poor as you rc- 
prefent him. I thought that a certain Lord ||, 
I whofe 

• He died September i8, 1711. 
•j- In the following triplet, written by him/elf: 
«* To me *tis given to die ; to you 'tis given 
** To live. Alas ! one moment lets ui even. 
" Mark how inn partial is the will of Heaven !*' 

Bilhop Atterbury, in a letter to Mr Pope, dated Sept. «7, 
I7zr, fays : ** T will take caie to make good, in every refpcft, 
•* what I faid to him when living, particularly as to the triplet 
** he vvrold for his own epitaph ; wliiih, while we were on good 
** terms, I promlfcd him (h.iulJ n^ver appear on his tomb 
«* while I was dean of Wcftmindcr." 

I Richard Fiddcs D. D. publifhed in 1721, in oftavo, " A 
** I>etter in arriwer to one from a Free-thinker, occafioncd by 
*' the late Duke of B^ickinghamlhirc's Epitaph ; wherein ccr- 
** tain paffages i i it, that have been thought exceptionable, are 
** vindicated; aad tlie DofliSie of the Soul's Immortality aficit- 
** ed, &c." — This was followed by ♦* A fecond Letter,'* publUb- 
ed the fame year. 

|] Edward J.oi»i Harley, who married, in O^ober 1713, 
the Lady Hcniictta Cavtndifh Holies, only daughter and lieu 
of John Duke of Ncwcaftle. 



■J 
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vhofe marriage with a certain heircfs was the 
ultimate end of a certain adminiftration, had 
put him above want. Prior might juftly enough 
have addreflcd himfelf to his young patron, as 
our friend Ariftippus did to Dionyfius : " You 
" have money, which I want. 1 have wit and 
** knowledge, which you want." I long to fee 
your travels * ; for take it as you will, I do not 
ret raft what I faid, I will' undertake to find, in 
two pages of your bagatelles, more good fenfe, 
ufeful knowledge, and true religion, than you 
can fhew me in the works of nineteen in twenty 
of the profound divines and philofophers of the 
age. , 

I am obliged to return to Paris in a month or 
fix weeks time, and from thence will fend you 
my pifture. Would to Heaven I could fend you 
as like a pifture of my mind ! You would find 
yourfelf, in that draught, the objeft of the trueft 
€fteem, and the fincereft friendship. 



LETTER CCClI. 

DR SNAPE TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Wwilfory April 13, 1722. 

IT AKE the opportunity of two of our choir 
going over to try their fortune in your 
country, at once to return my thanks for a 
Vol. XV. C c very 

' • Gulliver's. 



i)f 
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very obliging letter you favoured me with fomC 
years ago, and your kind interpretation of my 
endeavours at thr.t time, to aflert the caufe of our 
c(VabU(hment againft a prelate *, who was Un- 
dermining it : And alfo to recommend to your 
favour the bearer, Mr Elford, who, upon the 
encouragement of your worthy primate, is going 
to fettle at Armagh. I cannot pretend to fay, 
he has the fame compafs of voice with his late 
brother, whom the good Queen fo much ad- 
mired ; but I will venture to fay, he has a 
greater compafs of underftanding ; and, upon 
the whole, that he is a good choir-man. The 
other, that bears him company, was a very ufe- 
ful choirefter to us. His voice, fincc its break- 
ing, is foinewhat harfh, but I believe will grow 
mellower. If you find either of them for -your 
purpofe, efpecially the bearer, when you have 
a vacancy in your church, I fhall be much ob-. 
liged" to you for any favour you are pleafed to 
fhew him, and be ready to approve myfelf, on 
any occafion. Reverend Sir, your moft obedient 
and afteftionate fervant, 

A. SNAPE. 



LET- 

Bifhop Hoadly. 
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LETTER CGCIII. 

TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

My Lord, OEloher 11, 1722. 

IQFTEN receive letters, franked Oxford, but 
always find them written and fubfcribed by 
your Lordfliip's fervant, Mynett. His meaning 
is fome bufinefs of his own, wherein I am his fo- 
licitor ; but he makes his court, by giving me an 
account of the ftate of your family, — and perpe- 
tually adds a claufe, that your Lordfhip foon in- 
tends to write to me. I knew you,s indeed, when 
you were not fo great a man as you are now ; I 
mean, when you were Treafurer : But you are 
grown fo proud Qnce your retirement, that there 
is no enduring you 5 and you have realbn, for 
you never acted fo difficult a part of life before. 
In the two great fcenes of power and profecution 
you have excelled mankind ; and in this retire- 
ment, you have mofl injurioufly forgotten your 
friends.' Poor Prior often fent me his complaints 
on this occafion, and I have returned him mine. 
I ne\'er- courted your acquaintance when you go- 
verned Europe, but you courted mine 5 and now 
you negle<St me, when I ufe all my infinuations to 
keep myfelf in your memory. I am very fenfible, 
that next to receiving thanks and compliments, 
there is jiotliing you more hate than writing let- 
C c 2 ters :, 
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ters : But fince I never gave you thanks, nor 
made you compliments, I have fo much more 
merit than any of thofe thoufands whom you 
have lefs obliged, by only making their fortunes, 
without taking them into your friendfliip, as you 
did me, whoni you always countenanced in too 
public and particular a manner, to be forgotten, 
cither by the world, or myfelf, for which never 
man was more proud, or lefs vain. 

I have now been ten years foliciting for your 
picture ; and, if I had folicited you for a thou- 
fand pounds, (I mean of your own money, not 
the public), I could have prevailed in ten days. 
You have given me many hundred hours j Can 
you not now give me a couple ? Have my morti- 
fications been {'o few, or are you fo malicious to 
add a greater than I ever yet fuffered ? Did you ' 
ever refufe me any thing I alked you ? And will 
you now begin ? In my confclence, I believe, and, 
by the whole conduct of your life, I have reafoa 
to believe, that you are too poor to bear the ex- 
pence. I ever told you, that I was the richer matt 
of the two ; and I am now richer by five hundred 
pounds, than I was at the time when I was boading 
at your table, of my wealth before Diamond Pitt. 

I have hitherto taken up with a fcurvy print 
of you, under which I have placed this lemma : 



Veteres aBus primamque juventam 

Profequar ? adfef^ mentem prafentia ducunt. 

And 
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And this I will place under your picture, wlicn-^ 
ever you are^rich enough to fend it me. I will only 
promife, in return, that it fhall never lofe you 
the reputation of poverty ; which to one of your 
birth, patrimony, and employments, is one of the 
greatcft glories of your hfe, and fo fhall be cele- 
brated by me. 

I intreat your Lord/liip, if your leifure and your 
health will permit, to let mc know, when I can be 
a month with you at Brampton-caftle j becaufe I 
have a great deal of bulinels with, you that relates 
to pofterity. Mr My net t has, for fome time, led 
me an uncomfoitable hfe with his ill accounts of 
your health 5 but, God be thanked ! his ftyle is of 
late much altered for the better. 

My hearty and conftant praters are perpetually 
offered up, for the prefervation of you, and your 
excellent family. Pray, my Lord, write to me ; 
or you never loved me, or I have done fomcthing 
. to defcrve your difplcnfure. My Lord, and Lady 
Harriot, my Brother, and Sifter *, pretend to 
atone, by making me fine prefcnts 5 but I wpuld 
have his Lordfliip know, that I would value two 
of his lines, more than two of his manors, &c. 

C c 3 LET- 

• The members of the Saturday's Club, all called one ano- - 
tlier Brothers, and conlequcntly tiicir wives were 3ifters to the; 
icrerol members. 
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LETTER CCCIV. 

DR SWIFT TO MR WALLIS. 

SIR, Dublin^ Nov. 5, 1722. 

YOU dole in and out of town, without fee- 
ing either the Ladies *, e?r me f ; which, 
was very ungratefully done, confidering the obli- 
gations you have to us, for lodging and dieting 
with you fo long. Why did you not call in a 
morning at the deanry ? Bcfides, we reckoned, 
for certain, that you came to ftay a month or 
two, as you told us you intended. I hear you 
were fo kind as to be at Laracor J, where I hope 
you planted fomething ; and I intend to be down 
after Chriftmas, ivbere \\ you muft continue a 
week. As for your plan, it is very pretty, too 
pretty for the ufe I intend to make of Laracor. 
All I would defire is, what I mention in the pa- 
per 

* Mrs Johnfon, (or Stella) and Mrs Dinglcy. The former 
was liis concealed, but undoubted wife, being married to him in 
the year 1710, by Dr AIhe, bi(hop of Clogher, who had been 
his tutor. She died, January 27, 1727-8, aged 44, ** abfblutc- 
ly dcflroyed," as Lord Orrery fays, ** by the peculiarity of her 
fate." 

f And in the orl^'iiiJil, no doubt by miftake. 

\ 1 lie Dean's vicaraje houfc there, where he intended to make 
fever • improvements, is n'^w totally ruined, though one of his 
biographers fajs, ** he \c\ \X a convenient and agreeable retreat 
to hii I'o.veflbr, at a coiiiK.crablc cxpence.*' 

jl I'hc Dean, it may be fuf poi\d, ratLcr meact vibau. 
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r I left you, except a walk down to the canal, 
uppofe your project would coft me ten pounds, 
d a conftant gardener. Pray come to town, and 
y fome time, and repay yourfelf fome of your 
iners. I wonder how a mifchief you came to 
(s us. Why did you not fct out a Monday, 
:e a true country parfon ? Beiide, you lay a 
id on us, in faying one chief end of your jour- 
y was to fee us j but I fuppofe there might be 
other motive, and you are like the man that 
jd of love and the cholic. Let us know whe- 
cr you are more or lefs monkifli, how long 
lU found yourfelf better by our company, and 
)w long before you recovered the charges we 
It you to. The Ladies affureyou pf their hear- 
fervices, and I am, with great truth-and fince- 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

J. S W I F T. 



LETTER CCCV. 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

Dublin^ Dec. 22, 1722. 
rXT HAT care we, whether you fwim ^r 
|r V fink ? Is this a time to talk of boats, 
• a time to fail in them, when- 1 am fhudder- 
g .? or a time to build boat-houfes, or pay for 
iriage ? No. But, towards Summer, I promife 

hereby. 
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hereby, under my hand, to fubfcrlbe a (guinea) ♦ 
(hilling for one ; or, if you pleafe me, what is 
blotted out, or fomething thereabouts ; and the 
Ladies (hall fubfcribe three thirteens betwixt 
them, and Mrs Brent a penny, and Robert and 
Archy halfpence a-piece, and the old man and 
woman a farthing each : In fhort,' I will be your 
CoUediror, and we will fend it down full of winc^* 
a fortnight before we go at Whitfuntide- You 
will make eight thoufani blunders in your plant- 
ing ; and who can help it ? for I cannot be with 
you. My horfes eat hay, and I hold my vifita* 
tion on January 7th, juft in the midft of Chrift- 
mas. Mrs Brent is angry, and fwears as much as 
a fanatic can do, that flie will fubfcribe fixpencc 

to your boat. Well, I fliall be a country maa 

when you are not. We are now at Mr Fad's 
with Dan. and Sam. ; and I fteal out while they 
are at cards, like a lover writing to his miftrefs. 

> We have no news in our town. The La- 

dies have left us to-day ; and 1 promifed them, 
that you would carry your club to Arfellagh, 
when you are weary of one another. You ex- 
prefs your happineis, with grief in one hand, and 
forrow in the other. What fowl have you but 
the weep ? what hares, but Mrs Macfadden's 
grey hairs ? what pcafe, put your own? Youf 

• mutton and your weather are both very bad,, 
and fo is your weather-mutton. Wild fowl is 

what we like. How will this letter get to- 

you?: 
♦ The word (guinea) is Aruck through with a pen hx the copy.. 
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you ?— ^A fortnight good from this morning. 
You will find Quilca not the thing it was laft 
Auguft ; no body to relifh the lake •, no body 
to ride over the downs ; no trout to be caught ; 
no dining over a well ; no night heroics, no 
morning epics 5 no ftolen hour when the wife is 
gone ; no creature to call you names. Poor 
miferable Mr Sheridan ! No blind harpers •, no 
journeys to Rantavan ! Aniwcr all this, and be 
my magnus Apollo, We have new plays^ and 
new lybels 5 and nothing valuable is old, but 
Stella, whofe bones (he recommends to you. 
Dan. * defires to know whether you faw the ad- 

vertifement of your being robbed. And fo I 

conclude. Your's, &c. 



LETTER CCCVI. 

MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

Di^A]^ Sir, London^ Dec. 22, I722. 

AFTER every poft-day, for thefe eight or 
nine years, I have been troubled with an 
uneafinefs of fpirit, and at laft I. have refolved 
to get rid of it, and write to you. I don't de- 
fcrve you fliould think fo well of me as I really 
defcrve ; for I have not profeffed to you, that \ 
love you as much as ever^I did : But you are the 
only perfon of my acquaintance almoft, that does 

not 

• The Rev. Mr Dan. Jackfon. 
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not know it. Whoever I fee, that comes from 
Ireland, the firft queftion I alk is after your 
heahh ; of which I had the pleafure to hear - 
very lately from Mr Berkeley. I think of you 
very often : Nobody w I flies you better, or longs 
more to fee you. Duke Difney, who knows 
more news than any man alive^ told mc I (hould 
certainly meet you at the Bath this feafon : But I 
had one comfort in being difapppinted, that you 
did not want it for your health. I was there for 
near eleven weeks for a cholic, that I have been 
often troubled with of late ; but have not found 
all the benefit I expefted. 

I lodge, at prefent, in Burlington-houfe, and 
have received many civilities from many great 
men, but very few real benefits. They wonder 
at each, other for not providing for me ; and I 
wonder at them all. Experience has given mc 
fome knowledge of them ; fo that I can fay, that 
it is not in their power to dif^\ppoint me. You 
find I talk to you of, myfelf ; I wifti you would 
reply to me in the fame manner. I hcfpe, tho* 
you, have not heard of me fo long, I have not 
lofl my credit with you ; but that you will think 
of me in the fame manner, as when you efpoufed 
my caufe fo warmly ; which my gratitude never 
can forget. I am, dear Sir, your moft obliged 
and fmcere humble fervant, J. GAY. 

P. S. Mr Pope, upon reading over this letter, 
defired me to tell you, that he has been juft in 
the fame fentiments with me in regard to you 5 
and fhall never forget his obligations to you, 

LET- 
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LETTER CCCVII. 

DR SWIFT TO MR GAY. 

Dublin^ Jan. 8, 1 722-3. 

COMING home after a (hort Chriftmas ram- 
ble, I found a letter upon my table 5 and 
ittle expedled, when I opened it, to read your 
lame at the bottom. The beft and greateft part 
>f my life, until thefe laft eight years, I fpent 
in England ; there I made my friendfhips, and 
there I left my defires. I am condemned for 
sver to another country. What is in prudence 
to be done ? I think, to be oblitufque meorum^ 
^hlivifcendus et illis. What can be the defign of 
your letter but malice, to wake me out of a 
(irurvy fleep, which however is better than none ? 
I am towards nine years older (ince I left you ; 
yet that is the leaft of my alterations : My bufi- 
nefs, my diverfions, my converfations, are all 
entirely changed for the worfe, and fo are my 
ftudies, and my amufements in writing. Yet, after 
all, this humdrum way of life might be paflable 
enough, if you would let me alone. I (hall not 
be able to relifh my wine, my parfons, my horfes, 
nor my garden, for three months, until the ipirit 
you have raifed fliall be difpoiTeflcd. I have 
fometimes wondered, that I have not vifited you; 
but I have been flopped by too many reafons, 
bcfides years and lazincfs ; and yet thefe arc 

very 
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very good ' ones. Upon my return after half a 
year amongft you, there would be to me deftderii 
nee pudor nee modus. I was three years reconciling 
myfelf to the fcene, and the bufinefs to which for- 
tune had condemned me ; and flupidity was what 
I had recourfe to. Befides, what a figure fhould 
I make in London,- while my friends are in 
poverty, exile; diftrefs, or imprifonment, and my 
enemies with rods of iron ? Yet I often threaten 
myfelf with the journey, and am every Summer 
pradtifing to get health to bear it : The only in- 
convenience is, that I grow old in the cxperioient. 
Although I care not to talk to you as a Divine, 
yet 1 hope you have not been author of your 
cholic. Do you drink bad wine, or keep bad 
company ? Are you not as many years older as 
I ? It will not be always, Et tihi quos m'thi demp* 
Jerit apponet anms, I am heartily forry yoU have 
any dealings with that ugly diftemper, - and I be- 
lieve our friend Arbuthnott will recommend you 
.to temperjance and exercife. I wifli they could 
have as good an effeft upon the giddinefs I am 
fubjecl to, and which this moment^ am not free 
from. I fhould have been glad if you bad length- 
ened your letter, by telling me the prefent condi- 
tion of many of my old acquaintance, Congfeve, 
Arbuthnott, Lewi$, &c. ; but you mention only 
Mr Pope, who, I believe, is lazy, or ^Ife he 
might have added three lines of his own. I am 
extremely glad he is not in your cafe of needing 
great men's favour, and could heartily wifh that 

I you 
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you were in his. I have been confidering why 
poets have fuch ill fuccefs in making their court; 
fince they are allowed to be the greateft and beft 
of all flatterers. The dcfcft is, that they flatter 
only in print or in writing, but not by word of 
mouth : They will give things under their hand, 
"Which they make a confcience of fpe^king. Be- 
fides, they are too libertine to haunt antecham- 
bers, too poor to bribe porters and footmen, and 
too proud to cringe to fecond-hand favourites in 
a great family. Tell me, are you not under ori- 
ginal fin,, by the dedication of your eclogues to 
Lord Bolingbroke ? I am an ill judge at this dif- 
tance '9 and, befides, am, for my cafe, utterly ig- 
norant of the com mo ne ft things that pafs in the 
world : But if all courts have a famenefs in them, 
(as the parfons phrrifc it), things may be as they 
were in my time, when all employments went to 
parliament-men's friends, who had been ufeful in 
' cle&ions ; and there was always a huge lift of, 
names in arrears at the Treafury, which would at 
leaft take up your feven years expedient to dis- 
charge even one half. I am of opinion, if you 
will not bs oflcnded, that the fijrcft courfe would 
be, to get your friend, who lodgeth in your houfc, 
to recommend you to the next chief governor who 
comes over here, for a good civil employmeut, 
pr to be one of his fecretaries j which your parlia- 
ment-men are fond enough of, when there is no 
room at home. The wine is good and reafon- 
abl^ f you may dine twice a-week at the deanry- 
VoL. XV. D d ^ houfe; 
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houfe ; there is a fet of company in this town, 
fufficient for one man ; folks will admire you, 
becaufe they have read you, and read of you j 
and a good employment will make you live tole- 
rably in London, or fumptuoufly here 5 or, if 
you divide between both places, it will be for 
your health. 

I wifli I could do more than fay I love you. 
I left you in a good way, bQth for the late court, 
and the fucceffors ; and by the force of too niuth 
honefty, or too little fublui^ary wifdom, you fell 
between two ftools. Take care of your health 
and money 5 be lefs modeft, and more/adtive 5 or 
clfe turn parfon, and get a bifhoprick here : 
^ Would to God they would ftnd us as good ones 
from your fide ! 

I am ever, &c. 



LETTER CCCVUL 

MR POPE TO DR/SWIFT. 

Jan. 12, 1723. 

I FIND a rebuke in a late letter of your's, that 
both flings and pleafeth me extremely. Your 
faying that I ought to have writ a poftfcript-to 
my friend Gay's, makes me not content to write 
lefs than a whole letter ; and your feeming to 
take his kindly, gives me hopes you will look up- 
on this as a fincerc effeft of friendfhip. Ladecd, 

as 
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as I cadcvot but own the lazinefs with which you 
tax me, and with which I may equally charge 
you, for both of us .have had (and one of u» hath 
both had and given *) a furfcit of writing ; fo I 
really thought you would know yourfelf to be fo. 
certainly entitled to my friendfliip, that it was a 
poffeffion you could not imagine flood in need 
of any futher deeds or writings to aflure you o£ 
it. 

Whatever you feem to think of your with- 
drawn and feparate ftate, at this diftancc, and la 
this abfence. Dean Swift flill lives in England, 
in every place and company where he would 
chufe to live •, and I find him in all the converfa- 
tions I keep, and in all the hearts in which I 
defire any fhare. 

We have never met, thefe many years, without 
mention of you. Befides my old acquaintance, 
I have found, .that all my friends of a later date 
are fuch as were your's before. Lord Oxford, 
Lord Harcourt, and Lord Harley, may look 
upon me as one entailed upon them by you. 
Lord BolingbroKe is now returned (as I hope) to 
take me with all his other hereditary rights : And. 
indeed he feems grown fo much a philofopher, 
as to fet his heart upon fome of them as little 
as upon the poet you gave him. It is fure my ill 
fate, that all thofe I moft loved, and with whom 
I moft lived, mufl: be banifhed. After both of 
you left England, my conftant hoft was the bi- 
D d 2 fliop 

•• Alluding to his large work on Homer. 
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fliop of Rochefter *. Sure, this is a nation that 
is cnrfedly afraid of beirig over-run with too 
much politenefs, and cannot regain one great 
genius, but at the cxpeiKC of another f . I trem- 
ble for my Lord Pctcrborow, (whom I now 
lodge with) ; he has too much wit, as well as 
courage, to m.^ke a folld General J : And if ht 
efcapes being baniflied by others, I fear he will 
banifh himfelf. This leads me to give you fomc 
account of the manner of my life and converfa- 
tion ; which has been infinitely more various 
and diffipated, than when- you knew me, and 
cared for me ; and among ^all fexes, parties, arid 
profeffions. A glut of ftudy and retirement, in 
the firft part of my life, cAft me into this; and 
this, I begin to fee, will throw itie again into 
fludy and retirement. 

The civilities 1 have met with from oppoiite 
feils of people, have hindered me from being vio- 
lent 

* Dr Attcrbury. 

t The bifhop of Rochefter thor.ght this to be indeed the 
cafe ; and that the price agreed on for Lord B.'s return, was his 
baniflimcnt : an imasination which fo ftrongly podeflcd Lira 
when he went abroad, that all the cxpoftulations of his friends 
could not convince him of the f( lly of it. Jf'arh. 

\ This Mr \7aini fcriouay thought to be the cafe, where, in 
a le'.ttr to >.Ir Pope, he fays, — '* When we were in the North, 
** my I^ord Wharton ihewcd me a letter he had received from 
♦' a certain great General in Spain [Lord Feterborow]. I told 
** him, I would by all means have that General recalled, ainl 
** fet to writing here at home ; for it was impoffible, that a 
«* man with fo much wit as he fliewed, could be fit to, command 
** an army, or do any other bufinefs.'* Pope*s works, vol.*/* 
let. 5. Sept. 9. 1706. Warh, 
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lent or four to any party ; but at the fame time, 
the obfcrvations and experiences I cannot but 
have coUe^Sbed, have made me lefs fond of, and 
lefs furpnfed at any. I am therefore the more 
afl3i<Eted, and the more angry, at tlie violences and 
hardftiips I fee praftifcJ by citlier. The merry 
vein you knew nie in, is funk i^to a turn of re- 
flection, that has made the world pretty indifte- 
rent to me 5 and yet I have acquired a quietnefs 
of mind, which by fits improves into a certain 
degree of chearfulncfs, enough to make me jufl 
fo good humoured as to wilh that world well. 
My friendfhips are incrcnfed by new ones, yet no 
pait of the warmth I felt for the old is diminifh- 
cd. Averfions I have none, but to knaves, (for 
tools 1 huve learned to bear with) ; and fuch I 
cannot be commonly civil to ; for I think thofe 
men are next to knaves wlio converfe with them. 
The greatefb man in power of this fort, ihall hard- 
ly make me bow to him, uiilcfs I had a perlbnal 
obligation, and that 1 witl take care not to havc.^ 
The top pleafure of my life is one I learned from 
you, both how to gain, and how to ufe, the free- 
dom of friendfliip with men much my fuperiors. 
To have pleafed great men, according to Horace^ 
is a praife ; but not to have flattered them, and 
yet not have difpleafed tliem, is a greater. I 
have carefully avoided all intercourfe with poets 
and fcribblers, unlefs where, by great chance, I 
-have found a modeft one. By thefc means I have 
had no quarrels with any perfonally ; none have 
D d 3 beea 
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been enemies, but who were alfo ftrangers to rae; 
and as there is no great need of an eclairciflement 
with fuch, whatever they writ or faid, I never 
retaliated -, not only never feeming to know, but 
often really never knowing, any thing of the 
matter. There are very few things that give me 
the anxiety of a wilh ; the ftrongeft I have, would 
be to pafs my days with you, and a few fuch as 
you : But fete has difperfcd them all about the 
world ; and I find to wi(h it, is as vain, as to wifh 
to fee the millenium and the kingdom of the juft 
upon earth. 

If I have finned in my long filence, confider 
there is one to whom you yourfelf have been as 
great a finner. As foon as you fee his hand, you 
will learn to do me juftice, and feel in your heart 
how long a man may be filent to thofe he trulf 
loves and refpefts. 



LETTER CCCIX. 

> 

LORD BOLINGBHOKE TO DR SWIFT. 



I AM not fo lazy as Pope, and therefore you 
muft not expedt from me the fame indul- 
gence to lazinefs. In defending his own caufe, he 
pleads your's ; and becomes your advocate," while 
he appeals to you as his judge. You will do the 
fame on your part ; and I, and the reft of your 
coiiimoa friends, flxall have great juftice to ex- 

• peft. 
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peft from two fuch righteous tribunals. You 
refemble perfedlly ^he two ale-houfe keepers ia 
Holland, who were at the fame time burgomafters 
of the town, and taxed one another's bill alter- 
nately. I declare, before-hand, I will not ftand to 
the award. My title to your friendfhip is good, 
and wants neither deeds nor writings to confirm 
it : But annual acknowledgements at leaft are ne- 
ceflary to preferve it ; and I begin to fufpedl, by 
your defrauding me of them, that you hdpe ia 
time to difpute itj and to urge prefcription againft 
me. I would not fay one word to you about my- 
felf, fince it is a fubjeft on which you appear to 
have no curiofity, was it not to try how far the 
coiitraft between Pope's fortune and manner of 
life, and mine, may be carried. 

I have been, then, infinitely more uniform, and 
lefs diffipated, than when you knew me, and cared 
for me. That love which I ufed to fcatter with 
fome profufion among the female kind, has been 
thefe many years devoted to one objeft. A great 
many misfortunes, (for fo they arc called, tho' 
fometimes very improperly), and a retirement 
from the world, have made that juft and nice 
difcrimination between my acquaintance and my 
friends, which we have feldom fagacity enough 
to make for ourfelves ; thofe infe<5ls of various 
hues, which ufed to hum and buz about mc 
while I ftood in the fun-fliine, have difappeared 
fince I lived in the fliade. No pan comes to a 
hermitage, but for the fake of the hermit. A 

few 
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few philofophical friends come often t6 mine; 
and they are fuch as you would be glad to live 
with, if a dull climate, and duller company, have 
not altered you extremely from what you was 
nine years ago. 

The hoarfe voice of party, was never heard in 
this quiet place ; gazettes and pamphlets^ are ba- 
tii(hed from it : And if the lucubrations of Ifaac 
BickcrftafF be admitted, this diftinftion is owing 
to fome flrokes, by which it is judged, that this 
illiiftrjous philofopher had (like the Indian Fohu, 
the Grecian Pytliagoras, the Perfian Zoroafter, 
and others, his precurfors, among the Zabians, 
Magians, and the Egyptian feers), both his out- 
ward, and his inward dodlrine, and that he was 
of no fide at the bottom. When I am there, I 
forget I ever was 6f any party myfelf ; nay, I am 
often fo happily abforbed by the abftraftei reafon 
of things, that I am ready to imagine, there never 
was any fuch monflcr as party. Alas 1 I am foon 
awakened from that pleafing dream, by the Greeks 
and Roman- hiftorians, by Guicciardine, by Ma- 
chiavel, and Thuanus ; for I have vowed tq read 
no hiftory of our own country, till that body of 
it which you promife to finifh appears *. 

I am undcir no apprehenfion, that a glut of 
ftudy and retirement flioukl caft me back into the 
hurry of the world ; on the contrary, the fingle 
regret which I ever feel, is, that I fell fo late into 
this courfe of life : My philofophy grows confirm- 
ed 
* Sec note, p, 263. above. 
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cd by habit ; and if you and I meet again, I will 
extortrthis approbation from you : Jam mn conjtlio 
tonus, fed more eo perducliis^ ut non tcntum rcBe fa- 
cert pojjim^fed nift rcBe^facere non pojjiin. The little 
ihcivilities I have met with from oppofite fcts of 
people, have been fo far from rcndering me vio- 
lent or Tour to any, that I think myfelf obliged to 
them all. Some have cured me of my fears, by 
ihowing mc how impotent the malice of the 
world is ; others have cured me of my hopes, by 
fhewing how precarious popular friendfhips are ; 
all have-cured me of furprife. In driving me out 
of party, they have driven mc out of curfed com- 
pany ; and in ftripping me of titles, and rank and 
tftate, and fuch trinkets, which every man that 
Willj^may fpare, they have given me that which no 
Inan can be happy without. 

Refleftion and habit have rendered the world 
fo indifferent to me, that I am neither afflidVed 
nor rejoiced, angry nor pleafed, at what happens 
in it, any farther than perfonal friendfliips inte- 
reft me in the affairs of it ; and this principle ex- 
tends my cares but a little way. Perfect tranquil- 
lity is the general tenor of my life : Good digef- 
tions, ferene weather, and fome other mechanic 
Iprings, wind me a!>ove it now and then, but I 
never fall below it ; I am fometimes gay, but I am 
never fad. I have gained new friends, and have 
loft fome old ones. My acquifitions of this kind 
give me a good deal of pleafure, becaufe they 
have not been made lightly. I know no vows fo 

folemn. 
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foletnn, as thofe of friendfhip ; and therefore, i| 
pretty long noviciate of acquaintance fliould,fflC'1 
thinks, precede them. My loffes of this kind,givtl 
mc but little trouble: I con tnbuted nothing to] 
them J and a friend who breaks with me unji 
is not worth preferving. As foon as I leave this | 
town, (which will be in a few days), I (haU 61 
back into that courfe of life, which keeps knaW w 
and fools at a great didance from me. I have & || 
averfion to them both; but, in the ordinary courfc 
of life, I think I can bear the fenfible knave, bet- 
ter than the fool. One muft, indeed, with the 
former, be in fome or other of the attitudes of 
thofe wooden men, whom I have fcen befwe a 
fword-cu tier's fhop in Germany : But even in 
thefe conftrained poftures, the witty rafcal wOI 
divert me ; and he that diverts me, does me a 
great dfeal of good, and lays me under an obliga' 
tion to him, which I am not obliged to pay him 
in another coin. The fool obliges me to be al- 
moft as much upon my guard as the knave, ana 
he makes me no amends ; he numbs me like the 
torpor, or he teazes me like the fly. . This is the 
pi6lure of an old friend, and more like him, than 
that will be which you once afked, and which he 
will fead you, if you continue ftill to defircit.-' 
Adieu, dear Swift : With all thy faults, I love thee 
entirely ; make an effort, and love me on with 
^\l mine. 



LET- 



C O R R E S.P O N D E N C E. 323 
LETTER CCCX. 

DR SWIFT TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

My Lord, . Dublin^ Jan. 24, 1722-3. 

1 RECEIVED lately from the Dean of Dowjie, 
a favourable meflage from your Grace, re- 
lating to a clergyman, who married my near re- 
lation, and whofe eftate is much incumbered by a 
long fuit at law. I return my moft humble ac- 
knowledgments, for your Grace's favourable an- 
fwer. I can aflure your Grace, that in thofe 
times, when I was thought to have fome credit 
with perfons in power, I never ufed it to my own 
intereft, and very rarely for that of others, unlefs 
where it was for the public advantage ; neither 
Ihall I ever be a troublefome, or common peti- 
tioner, to your Grace. I am forry the Archbifhop 
of Dublin * fhould interpofe in petty matters, 
when he has juftly fo much weight in things of 
greater moment. How fhall we, the humbleft of 
your addreffers, make our way to the fmalleft 
mark of your favour ? I defired your Secretary, 
Mr Hopkins, (whom" I have long known) ^to deal 
plainly with me, as with a man forgotten, and out 
of the world •, and if he thought my requeft un- 
reafonable, I would drop it. This he failed to 
do ; and therefore I here complain of him to your 

Grace, 

* Dr Kiof. 
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Grace, and will do fo to himfelf, becaufe I have 
long done with Court anfwers. 

I heartily wifh your Grace full fuccefs, in all 
your great and good endeavours, for the fervice 
of your country, and particularly of this king- 
dom ; and am, with the greateft refpe<Sb, my 
Lord, your Grace's moft obedient, and moft 
humble feivant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



LETTER CCCXL 

MK GAY TO DR SWIFT. 

London^ Feb, 3, 1722-3. 

YOU made me happy in anfwerijig my kft 
'letter, in fo kind a maimer, which, to 
common appearance, I did not defcrve ; but I 
believe you gueflcd my thoughts, s^nd knew that 
I had not forgot you, and that I always loved 
you. When I found that my book wgs pot fent 
XO you by Tooke, Jervais undertook it, and 
gave it to Mr Maxwell, who married a niece of 
Mr Meredith's. T am furprifed you have heard 
nothing of it ; but Jervais has promifed me to 
to write about it, fo that I Tiope you will have it 
delivered to you foon. Mr Congr<:ve I fee often ; 
He always mentions you, with the ftrongeft ex- 
preffions of cfteem and friendflaip. He labours 
ftill under the fame aflliftions, as to his fight and 

I gout; 



CORRESPONDENCE. 3^5 

gout ; but, in his intervals of health, he has not 
loft any thing of his chearful temper. I paflcd all 
the laft feafon with him at the Bath, and I have 
great reafon to value myfelf upon his friendfliip ; 
foF I am fure he iincerely wifties me well. We 
pleafed ourfelves with the thoughts of feeing you 
there ; but Duke Difney, who knows more intel- 
ligence than any body befides, chanced to give us 
a wrong information. If you had been there, the 
Duke^promifed, upon my giving him notice, to 
make you a vifit. He often talks of you, and 
wifties to fee you. 

I was two or three days ago at Dr Arbuthnott's, 
who told me, he wrote you three letters, but had 
received no anfwer. He charged me to fend you 
his advice, which is, to come to England, and fee 
your friends. This, he affirms, (abftrafted from 
the defire he has to fee you), to be very good for 
your health. He thinks that you're going to 
Spa; and drinking the waters there, would be of 
great fervice to you, if you have refolution enough 
to take the journey. But he would have you try 
England 6rft. I like the prefcription very much, 
but I own I have a felf-intereft in it ; for your 
taking this journey, would certainly do pie a 
great deal of good. Pope has juft now embarked 
himfelf in another great undertaking, as an au- 
thor ; for, of late, he has talked only as a garde- 
ner. He has engaged to tranflate the Odyfley in 
three years, I believe rather out of a profpeft of 
gain, than inclination ; for I am perfuaded he 
Vol. XV. E e bore 
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bore his part in the lofs of the South-fea. He 
lives. moftly at Twickenham, and amufes himfelf 
in his lioufe and garden. I fupped, about a fort- 
night ago, with Lord Bathurll and Lewis, at Dr 
Arbuthnott's. Whenever your old acquaintance 
meet, they never fail of expreffing their want of 
you. I wifli you would come, and be convinced 
that what I tell you is true. 

A^ for the reigning amufement of the town, it 
is entirely mufic, real fiddles, bafs viols, and 
hautboys 5 not poetical harps, lyres, and reeds. 
There's no body allowed to fay, Iftngy but an 
Eunuch, or an Italian woman. Every body is 
grown, now, as great a judge of mufic, as they 
were, in your time, of poetry ; and folks that 
could not diftinguifh one tune from another, now 
daily difpute about the different ftiles of Handel, 
Bononcini, and Attilip. People have now forgot 
Homer and Virgil, and Caefar 5 or, at leaft, they 
have loft their ranks. For in London, and Weft- 
minfter, in all polite converfations, Senefino is 
daily vot^ed to be the gi^atefl: man that ever 
lived. 

I am obliged to you for your advice, as I have 
been formerly for your afliftance in intro'ducing 
me into bufinefs. I (hall this year be a commif- 
fioner of the ftate-Iottery, which will be worth to 
me a hundred and fifty pounds. And I am not 
without hopes, that I have friends, that will 
think of fome better and more certain proVifion 
for me. You fee I talk to you of myfelf, as a 

thing 
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thing of confequence to you. I judge by myfclf f 
for to hear of your heahh and happinefs, will al- 
ways be one of my greatcft fatisfadtions. Every 
one that I have named in the letter, give their fer- 
vicc to you. I beg you to give mine, Mr Pope's, 
and Mr Kent's *, to Mr Ford. I am, dear Sii'^ 
your moft faithful, and moft humble fcrvant, 

J. G A Y. 



LETTER CCCXn. 

>* • 

DR SWIFT TO MR WALLIS. 

SIR, Dublin i Feb, 12, 1 7 22-3- 

I WOULD have been at Laracor and Ath- 
boy f before now, if an ugly depending 
chapter-bufincfs % J^^id not tied me here. There 
is a lay difficulty that concerns the government, 
the archbifhop §, the chapter, the dean ||, Dr 
Howard f , and Robin Grattan -t- ; and I know 
E e 2 not 

• A celebrated improver, to whom Pope, fpeaking of Efhcri 
a feat of the late Mr Pelham*s, pays a moft elegant compliment : 
«* Where Kent and Nature vie for Pelham*s love.'* 

f Mr Wallis's living near Laracor. 

\ Probably the dil'pofal of the curacy of St Bridget's, Dublin^ 
in which the Dean elpoufed the intcrcft of Mr Robert Grattan* 

§ Dr King, then Archbifhop of Dublin. 

y Dr Swift himfclf. 

^ Afterwards Bifhop of Elphin. ^ 

-fr- Afterwards curate of St Bridget's, prelicndary of St Au- 

d«on*s, and one of the Dean*s ten executors. To this Mr 

• Grattan,, 
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not whether it will be determined in a month. 
All my defign is, to job for Robin Grattan ; but 
the reft have their different fchemes and politics, 
too deep, and too contemptible for me to trouble 
myfelf about them. Mean time you grow ne- 
gligent, and the improvements at Laracor are 
forgotten. — I beg you will ftep thither for a day 
or two, and d^ * what is neceffary now, be- 
fore the feafon is too late ; and I will come when 
this affair is over, and bring down wine (which 
• will not be ready 'till then, for it is but juft bot- 
tled) and we . will be merry at your houfe and 
my cottage. 

I fent your memorial, drawn up myfelf, with 
my opinion upon it, and a letter to Dr Kear- 
ney f , to recommend it to the primate :|:. I 
like wife defired Mr Morgan to fecond it. I have 
in vain hitherto fought Dr Kearney, but /hall 
find him fo©n ; And I intend to engage Dr 
Worth §, and Mr Crofs || : And probably all mny 
come to nothing — Sed quid tentare nocehit ? The 
ladies are as ufually — Mrs Johnfon eats an ounce 
a-week, which frights me from dining with her. 

Liy 

Grattan, (who was one of the fcven fons of Dr Grattan, a vene- 
rable and hofpitable clergyman) Swift whimfically btM|ueathed 
his " bottle-fcrew, his fccond-beft beaver, and his flrong box, 
" on condition of his giving the fole nfe of the laid box to his 
** brother, Dr James Grattan, (a phyfician) during the life of 
** the faid Doftor, who had more occafion for it.'* ' 

* The word in the original is illegible. 

t Treafurer of Armagh. \ Dr Lindfay. 

§ An cmiocnt phyfician. \ Rcdlor of St Mary*s, "Dublin. 
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My crew * has drunk near three hogflaeads fince 
I came to town, and we muft take up with new 
when I come down. I fuppofe you are in the 
midfl offplecn and'juftice. I have often an ill 
head^ and am fo fortunate as to pick out rainy 
days to ride in. What is it to you that old 
Pooley the painter is dead ? 

I am ever your's, 

J. SWIFTf 



LETTER CCCXIII. 

LADY M TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, (Indorfed, Received 20th Feb* 1723.) 

IT is impoflible for you to imagine with what 
fatisfaftion I received your kind letter ; and 
though I had been fo long without hearing from 
you, I could never impute it to want of friend- 
fhip, in one whofe goodnefs to me hath always 
been abundantly more than I could deferve. I 
had writ often to you ; but, having no fafe con- 
veyance, chofe rather to enquire after your 
health and welfare, of fome people that could 
give me an account of it. And I do afliire you, 
from ^he bottom of my heart, there is not a 
perfoii living I have a greater friendlhip for, than 
yourfelf, and" fliall have to the end of my life.. 
Indeed, now, I can only Ihew it in expreflions,. 
£ e 3 but 

• Meaiiiu5, perhaps, his chapter. 
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but I flatter myfelf you believe them fincere. I 
long to fee you at my retired habitation, where 
you will meet with a moft hearty welcome, and 
faithful friends, and none more fo, than her who 
is your moft aftejStionate humble fcrvant, 

A. M tM. 

My Lord, children, bro- 
ther and fifter, are your 
humble, fervants. 



LETTER eCCXIV; 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN.. 

Clonferfy Aug. 3, 1723; 

NO ; I cannot poflibly be with you fo foon ; 
there are too many rivers, bogs, and 
mountains between : Befides, when I leave this, I 
Ihall make one or two fhort vifits in my way to 
Dublin, and hope to be in town by the end of 
this month; though it will be a bad time in the 

hurry of your loufy p 1. Your dream is 

wrong •, for this Biihop * is not able to lift a cat 
upon my (houlders. But if you are for a curacy 
of twenty-five pounds a-year, and ride five miles 
every Sunday, to preach to fix beggars, have at 
you. And yet this is no ill country ; and the 
Bifhop has made, in four months, twelve miles of 
ditches, from his houfe to tlie Shannon, if you 

talk 

• Dr Theophilus Bolton, afterwards Bifliop of Elpliin, and 

Arch bifhop of CalhcL 
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talk of improving. How are you this moment ?' 
Do you love or hate Quilca the mod of all 
places ? Are you in or out of humour with the 
world, your friends, your wife, and your fchool? 
Are the ladies in town, or in the country ? If I 
knew, 1 would write to them ; and how are they 
in health ? Quilca (let me fee) you fee I can (if 
I pleafe) make parenthefes (as well as others) is 
about a hundred miles from Clonfert ; and I am 
half weary with the four hundred I have rode* 
"With love and fervice, and fo adieu. 
Your's, &c. 



LETTER CCCXV. 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

Dublin^ Sept. 20, l^l^* 

RETURNING from a Summer expedition of 
four months on account of my health, I 
found a letter from you, with an appendix longer 
than your's, from Lord Bolingbroke. I believe 
there is not a more miferable malady than an 
unwillingnefs to wnte letters to our beft friends ; 
and a man might be philofopher enough, in 
finding out reafons for it. One thing is clear, 
that it fhews a mighty difference betwixt friend- 
ihip and love, for a lover (as I have heard) is al- 
ways fcribbling to his miftrefs. ~ If I could not 
permit myfelf to believe what your civility makes 

you 
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you fay, that I am ftill remembered by my friends 
in England, I am in the right to keep myfelf 
here — Non fum qua/is eram. I left you in a pe- 
riod of life, when one year does more execution 
than three at your's ; to which if you add the 
dulnefs of the air, and of the people, it will make 
a terrible fum. I have no very ftrong faith in 
you pretenders to retirement ; you are not of an 
age for it, nor hav^ gone through either good or 
bad fortune enough to go into a corner, and 
,form conclufions de contemptu mundi et fuga faculi ; 
imlefs a poet grows weary of too much ap- 
plaufe, as minifters do of too much weight of 
bufinefs. 

Your happir^efs is greater than your merit, in v 
chufing your favourites fo indifferently among 
cither party. This you owe, partly to your educa- 
tion, and partly to your genius employing you 
in an art in which faftion has nothing to do ; 
for I fupppfe Virgil and Horace are equally read 
by Whigs and Tories. You have no more to do 
with the conlHtution of church and ftate, than a 
Chriftian at Conftantinople ; and you are fo 
much the wifer and the happier, becaufe both 
parties will approve your poetry, as long as you 
are known to be of neither. 

Your notions of friendfhip are new to me *. 
I believe every man is born with his quantum ; 
and he cannot give to one, without robbing .an-i 
other. I very well know to whom I would give 

the 

• Yet they; are the Chriftian notions. Tfarh 
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the firft places in my friendfhip, but they are not 
in the way : I am condemned to another fcene ; 
and therefore I diftribute it in penny-worths to 
thofe about me, and who difpleafe me leaft; 
and fhould do the fame to my fellow-prifoners, 
if 1 were condemned to jail. 1 can likewife tole- 
rate knaves much better than fools, becaufe their 
knavery does me no hurt in the commerce I have 
Ivith them ; which, however, I own is more dan- 
gerous, though not fo troublefome as that of 
fools. I have often endeavoured to eftabliih a 
friendfhip among all men of "genius, and would 
fain have it done : They are feldom above three 
or four contemporaries ; and- if they could be 
united, would drive the world before them. ' I 
think it was fo among the poets in the time of 
Auguftus J but envy, and party, and pride, have 
hindered it amongft us. I do not include the 
fubalterns, of which you are feldom without a 
large tribe. Under the name of poets and fcrib*- 
blers, I fuppofe you mean the fools you are con- 
tent to fee lometimes, when they happen to be 
modeft 5 which was not frequent among them, 
while I was in the world. 

I would defcrrbe to you my way of living, if 
any method could be called fo in this country. I 
chufe my companions among thofe of leaft confe- 
quence, and moft compliance. I read the moft 
trifling books I can find j and whenever I write, 
it is upon the moft trifling fubjefts : But riding, 
walking, and fleeping, take up eighteen of the 

twenty- 
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twenty-four hours. I procraftinate more than I 
did twenty years ago ; and have feveral things to 
finifh, which I put off to twenty years hence : Hac 
eft vita folittor urn ^ Isfc. I fend you the compli- 
ments of a friend of your's, who hath paffcd 
four months this Summer with two grave ac- 
quaintances at his count ry-houfe, without ever 
once going to Dublin, whi^h is but eight miles 
diftant ; yet when he returns to London, I will 
engage you (hall find him as deep in the Court of 
Requefts, the park, the opera's, and the coffee- 
houfe, as any mail there. I am now with him 
for a few days. 

Tou muft remember me with great affeftion to 
Dr Arbuthnott, Mr Congreve, and Gay. — ^I 
think there are no more eodem tertio^s between 
you and me, except Mr Jervais, to whofe houfe 
I addrefs this^ for want of knowing where you 
live: For it was not clear from your laft, whe- 
ther you lodge with Lord Peterborow, or he 
with you. I am ever, &c. 



LETTER CCCXVL. 

DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT, 

• T. ^„ Indorfed,' '^^^^^'^^^'7^* 

Dear Sir, ' ^jsfov. 1723. 

I HAVE as good a right to invade your foli- 
tude, as Lord B -, Gay or Pope, and 

you fee I make ufe of it. I know you wifli us all 

at 
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at the Devil, for robbing a moment from your 
vapours and vertigo. It is no matter for that ; 
you (hall have a ftieet of paper every poft, till you 
' come to yourfelf. By a paragraph in ybur's to 
Mr Pope, I find you, are in the cafe of the man, 
who held the whole night by a broom-bu(h, and 
found, when day-light appeared, he was within 
two inches of the ground. You don't feem to 
know how well you ftand with our great folks. ' 
I myfelf have been at a great man's table, and 
have heard, out of th6 mouths of violent Irifh 
"Whigs, the whole table-talk turn upon your 
commendation. If it had not been upon the ge- 
neral topic of your good qualities, and the good 
you did, I ftiould have grown jealous of you. 
My intention in this, is not to expoftuiate, but to 
do you good. I know how unhappy a vertigo 
makes any body, that has the misfortune to be 
troubled with it. I might have been deep in it 
myfelf, if I had a-mind ; and I will propofe a 
cure for you, that I will pawn my reputation up- 
on. I have of late fent feveral patients in that 
cafe to the Spa, to drink there of the Geronfter 
water, which will not carry from the fpot. It 
has fucceeded marvelloufly with them all. There 
was indeed one who relapfed a little this laft 
Summer, becaufe he would not take my advice, 
and return to his courfe, that had been too fhort 
the year before. But becaufe the inftances of 
eminent men are moft confplcuous. Lord Whit- 
worth, our plenipotentiary, had this difeafe, 

(which,^ 
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(which, by the way, is a little difqualifying for 
that employment) : He was fo bad, that he was 
often forced to catch hold of any thing io keep 
him from falling. I know he has recovered, by ' 
the ufe of that water, to fo great a degree, that 
he can ride, walk, or do any thing as formerly. 
I leave this to your confideration. Your friends 
here wi(h to fee you, and none more than myfelf ; 
but I really don't advife you to fuch a journey, to 
gratify them, or myfelf; but I am almoft confi- 
dent, it would do you a great deal of good. The 
Dragon is juft the old man, when he is roufed. 
He is a little deaf, but has all his other good and 

bad qualities jufl as of old. Lord B is mnch 

improved in knowledge, manner, and every 
thing clfe. The Aaver * is an honeft friendly 
man, as before.: He has a good deal to do to 
fmother his Wel(h fire, which, you know, he 
has iii a greater degree than fome would imagine. 
He pofts himfclf a good part of the year in fome 
. warm houfe, wins the Ladies' money at ombre, 
and convinces them that they are highly obliged 

to him. Lord and Lady M — f, Mr Hill, and 

Mrs Hill, often remember you with afiFeftion. 

As for your humble fervant, with a great ftone 

in his right kidney, and a family of men and 

women to provide for, he is as chearful as ever 

in public affairs. He has kept, as Tacitus fays, 

I JMedium 

• Erafmns Lewis, Efq ; who, in Dr Swift*s imitation of Ho- 
race, Ep. ▼ii. B, I. is fo called : 

" Thfs Lewis is an errant fliaver,** " ' 

f Mafham. 



CORRESPONDE.NCE. 337 

Medium iter inter vile fervitium et ahruptam contU" 
rnaciam. He never rails at a great man, but to his 
face ; which, I can aflure you, he has had both 
the opportunity and licence to do. He has fome 
few weak friends, and fewer enemies : If any, he 
is low enough to be rather defpifed, than pufhed 
at by them. I am, faithfully, dear Sir, your af- 
fectionate humble fervant, 

J. ARBUTHNOTT. 



LETTER CCCXVII. 

THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO 1>R SWIFT. 

SIR, December 9, 1723* 

I FIND by your*s of the 6th November, which 
I did not receive till laft night, that you 
have been fo good as to remember your poor re- 
lation here. But as your three laft never came 
to hand, I think it very happy, that you have 
kept your liberty thus long ; for I can't account 
for my not receiving them any other way, than 
that they were ftopped in the poft-office, and in- 
terpreted, as moft innocent things are, to mean 
fomething very diftant from the intention of the 
writer or aftor. 

I am furprifed at the account you give mc of 

that part of Ireland you have been in : For the 

beft I expeft from that grateful country, is to be 

forgotten by the mhabltants. For to remember 

Vol. XV. F f with. 
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with any kindnefs, one under the frowns of the 
Court, is not t gift the friih are endowed with. 
I am very forry to hear you have go^ the fpleen, 
where a man of your fenfe muft every day meet 
with things ridiculous enough to make you 
laugh, but 1 am afraid the jefts arc too low to 
do fo. Change of air is the beft thing in the 
world for your dillemper. And if not to cure 
yourfclf, at leaft, have fo much goodnefs for 
your friends here, as to come and cure us ; for 
it is a diftemper we are over-run with. I am furc 
vour company would go a great way towards 
my recovery ; for I aflure you, nobody has sk. 
greater value for you than I have, and hope X^ 
Ihall have the good fortune to fee you before X 
die. 

I have no fort of correfpondence with the per- 
fon you have not feen, and wonder at nothing 
they do, or do not do. 

I will let your brother * and mine know, that 
you remembered him, in my letter. He is as 
good a man as lives. 

I am afraid you will wifli you had not encou- 
raged my fcribbling to you, when you 6ud I am 
ftill fucb an infipid correfpondent i but with that* 
which I hope will make fome amends, am, with 
great fincerity and refpeft, your moft faithful 
fiicnd, and humble fervant, M. ORMOND. 

LET. 

• In the focicty of fixtcen, Charles Lord Butler of Wcfton, 
and Earl of Arran, brother to the Duke of Ormond, on whofc 
altaindcr he was clewed Chancellor the Uaivcrfity of Oxford. 
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LETTER CCCXVIII. 

LORD BOLINGBROKB TO DR SWIFT. 

December 25, 1723. * 

NEVER letter came niore opportunely, than 
your laft. The gout had made me a fe- 
cond vifit, and fevcral perfons were congratulat- 
ing with me on the good efieft of the waters^ 
which had determined my former illnefs, to a 
diftemper fo defirable. My toe pained me ; thefc 
compliments tired me ; and I would have taken 
my fever again, to give the gout to all the com- 
pany. At that inftant, your letter was delivered 
to me. It cleared my brow, diverted my ill hu- 
mour, and at laft made me forget my pain. I 
told the perfons, who were fitting round my bed, 
and who teftified fome furprife at fo fudden a 
change, that this powerful epiftle came from Ire- 
land. At which, to fay the truth, I did not ob- 
fervc that their furprife diminifhed. But thfe 
dulkft fellow among them, who was a prieft, 
(for that happens to be the cafe fometimes in this 
country) told the others, that Ireland formerly 
had been called Infuli fanElcrum : That by the ac- 
quaintance he had at the Irifh college, he made 
F f 2 no 

• This letter appears to have been written from France, tho* 
Lord BoUngbrokc had come over to England in the latter end 
of June this year, in order to plead his pardon, which had paf- 
fcd the fcals on the 28th of May. 
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no doubt of her deferving ftill the fame appella- 
tion : And that ihcy might be fure, that the three 
pages were filled with matter e d* edification^ et wj- 
tiere de conjolation^ which he hoped I would be fo 
good as to communicate to them. A learned 
Rofy crucian of my acquaiptance, who is a fool, 
of as much knowledge, and as much wit, as 
cverl knew in my life, fmiled at the Doftor's fim- 
plicity ; obferved, that the effeft was too fudden 
for a caufe fo heavy in its operations ; faid a great 
many extravagant things abbut natural and theur- 
gic magic \ and informed us, that though the fages, 
who deal in occult fciences, have been laughed 
out of fome countries, and driven out of others, 
yet^ there are, to his knowledge, many of them in 
Ireland. I flopped thefe gueflers, and others 
who were perhaps ready, by affuring them, that 
my correfpondent was neither a faint, nor a con- 
jurer. They afked me, what he was then ? I an- 
fwered, that they fliould know it from yourfclf } 
and, opening your letter, I read to them, in 
French, the charafter which you draw of your- 
f'elf. Particular parts of it were approved or con- 
demned by every one, as every one's own habits 
induced them to judge ; but they all agreed, that 
my correfpondent flood in need of more fleep, 
more victuals, lefs aJe, and better compjmy. I 
defended you the befi I could ; and, bad as the 
caufe was, I found means to have the laft word, 
which, in difputes, you know, is the capital 
point. The truth is, however, that I convinced 

nobody, 
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nobody, not even the wcakcft of the companyi 
that is, myfelf. 

I flatter my friendfliip for you with the hopes, 
that you are really in the cafe, in which you fay, 
that our friend Pope feems to be ; and that you 
do not know your own charafter. Or did you 
mean to amufe yourfelf, like that famous painter, 
who, inftead of copying Nature, tried, in one of 
his defigns, how for it was poffible to depart 
from his original ? Whatever your intention was, 
I will not be brought in among thofe friends, 
whofe misfortunes have given them an habitual 
fournefs. I declare to you, once for all, that I 
am not unhappy ; and that I never fliall be foj 
unlefs I fink under fome phyfical evil. Retrench 
therefore the proportion of peevifhnefs, whicL 
you fet to my account. You might, for feveral" 
other reafons, retrench the proportions which' 
you fet tb the account of others, and fo leave 
yourfelf without peeviftinefs, or without excufe. 
i lament, and have always lamented, jour being 
placed in Ireland ; but you are worfe than pee- 
vifh,— you are unjuft, when you fay, that it was^ 
cither not in the power, or will of a miniftry, to 
place you in England. Write minifter^ friend 
Jonathan, and fcrapc out the words, either^ ponuer^ 
or ; after which the paflage will run as well, and 
be conformable to the truth of things. I know- 
but one man * who had power at that time 5 and: 
F f 3 that 

» Lord Oxford. 
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that wretched man, had neither the will, nor the 
ikill, to make a good ufe of it. 

We talk of characters : Match me that, if you 
can, among all the odd phoenomena which have 
appeared in the moral world. I have not a Ta- 
citus by me ; but I believe that I reniember 
your Quotation, and, as a mark that I hit right, 
I make no comment upon it. . As you dcfcribe 
your public fpirit, it feems-to me to be a difeafe, 
as well as your peeviflinefs. Your propofals for 
reforming the ftaie, are admirable; and your 
fchemes concife. With reipeft to your humble 
fervant, you judge better than you did in a letter 
I received from you about four years ago. You 
feemed, at that time, not fo afraid of the nightin- 
gale's falling into the ferpent's mouth. This re- 
flexion made me recoUcft, that I writ you at that 
time, a long epiftle in metre. After rummaging 
among my papers, 1 found it, and fend it with 
my letter : It will ferve to entertain you the firft 
fall-day. 1 depend on the fidelity of your friend- 
lliip, that it ihall fall under no eye but your 
own. Adieu. 

1 read in iinglifh, (for (he underftands it), to a 
certain Lady, the paflage of your letter, which 
relates to her. The Latin I moft generoufly con- 
cealed. She defires you to receive the compli- 
ments of one,, who is lb far from being ec^uaj to 
fifty others or her fex, that flie never found her- 
felf equal to any one of them. She fays, that fhc 
has neither youth nor beauty 5 but that fhc hopes, 

oa 
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a the long and intimate acquaintance (he has 
zd with you, when you meet, if that ever hap- 
enSjL to caft fuch a mift before your eyes, that 
ou fhall not perceive Ihe wants cither of them. 



LETTER CCCXIX. 

rO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD CARTERET, 
LORD-LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. 

My Lord, April 2^ ^ 1724. 

MANY of the principal perfons in this king- 
dom, diftinguilhed for their loyalty to 
lis prefent Majefty, hearing that I had the ho- 
nour to be known to your Excellency, have for 
bme time "prefled me very earneftly, fince you 
vere declared Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom, 
o reprefent to your Excellency, the apprehcn- 
ions they are under, concerning Mr Wood's 
)atent for coining half-pence to pafs in Ireland. 
four Excellency knows the unanimous fenti- 
nents of the parliament here upon that matter : 
\nd, upon enquiry, you will find, that there 
s not one perfon of any rank or party in this 
nrhole kingdom, who does not look upon that 
patent as the moft ruinous projeft that ever was 
rontriVed againft any nation. Neither is it' 
doubted, that, when your Excellency {ball be 
thoroughly informed, your juftice and compaf- 
Gon for an injured people, will force yon to em- 
ploy your credit for their relief. 

I 
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I have made bold to fend you, inclofed, two 
fmall trails on this fubjeft ; one written (as it is 
fuppofed) by the Earl of Abercorn ; the other 
is entitled to a Weaver, and fuited to the vulgar, 
but thought to be the work of a better hand. 

I hope your Excellency will forgive an old 
humble fervant, and one who always loved and 
cftecmed y(m, for interfering in matters out of hb 
province ; which he would never have done, if 
many of the greateft ' perfons here had not, by 
their importunity, drawn him out of his retire- 
ment, to venture giving you a little trouble, in 
hopes to fave their country from utter deftruc- 
tion, for which the memory of your government 
will be bleffcd by pofterity. 

I hope to have the honour of feeing your Ex* 
cellency here ; and do promife, neither to be ar 
frequent vifitor, nor troublefome folicitor, but 
ever with the greateft refpeft, 8u- 



LETTER CCCXX. 
to the same* 

My Loud, J^^^ % '724- 

IT is above a month fince I took the boldnefy 
of writing to your Excellency, upon a fub- 
je£l where the wel^re of this kbgdom is highly 
concerned* 



I 



\ 
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I writ at the defire of feveral confiderable per- 
fons here, who could not be ignorant that 1 had 
the honour of being well known to you. 

I could have wiflied your Excellency had conde- 
Icended fo far, as to let one of your under-clerks 
have fignified to me that a letter was received. 

1 have long been out of the world 5 but have 
not .forgotten what ufed to paft among thofe I 
lived with, while I was in it: And I can fliy, 
that^ during the experience of many years, and 
many changes in affairs, your Excellency, and 
one more, who is not worthy to be compared to 
you, a^e the only great perfons that ever re f ufed 
to anfwer a letter from me, without regard to 
buiinefs, party^ or greatncfs i and if I had not a 
peculiar eflcem for your peribnal qualities, I 
(hould think myfelf to be afting a very inferior 
part in making this complaint. 

I never was fo humble as to be vain upon my 
acquaintance with men in po^yer, and always 
rather chofe to avoid it when 1 was not called. 
Neither were their power or titles fufficient, 
\rithout merit, to make me cultivate them j of 
which I have witneffes enough left, after all the 
havock made among them, by accidents of time, 
or by changes of perfons, meafures, and opinions. 

I know not how your own conceptions of 
y.ourfelf may alter, by every new high ftation'; 
but mine muft continue the fame, or alter for 
the worfe. 

I often told a great minifter, whom you well 
^now^^that I valued bim for being the fame man 

through 
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through all the progrefs of power and place. 
I expefted the like in your Lordfhip j and ftill 
hope^ that I (hall be the only perfon who will 
ever find it otjherwife. 

I pray God to direct your Excellency, in all 
your good undertakings, and efpecially in your 
government of this kingdom. 

I (hall trouble you no more 5 but remain, with 
great refpe^l, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency's 
Moft obedient and 
Moft humble fervant. 



LETTER CCCXXL 

LORD C * TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Arlington'-ftreet^ June 20, 1724. 

TO begin by confeffing myfelf in the wrong, 
will, I hope, be fome proof to you, that 
none of the ftations, which I have gone through, 
have hitherto had the effefts upon me, which 
you apprehend. If a month's filence has been 
turned to my difadvantage in your efteem, it 
has at leaft had this good effect, that I. am 
convinced, by the kindnefs of your^ reproaches, 

as 

• Lord C was then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. In 

letter CCCXX. to which this is an anfwer, the Dean com* 
plained, that a former letter had been a month unanlWercd. 
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s well as by the goodnefs of your advice, that 
ou ftill retain foine part of your former friend- 
lip for me, of which I am the more confident^ 
'om the agreeable freedom with which you ex- 
refs yourfelf : And I (hall not forfeit my pre- 
mQons to the continuance of it, by doing any 
bing that (hall give you occafion to think that 
am infenfiblc of it. 

But fo come to the point : Your firft letter is 
ated 28th May, your fecond the 9th of June, 
^y the date of this you will fee, that the interval 
►f filence may be accounted for by a few excur- 
lons which I have made into the country ; 
rhereforc> I defirc you will put the moft fiavour- 
iblc fcnfe. 

The principal affair you mention, is under ex- 
imination * } and, till that is over, I am not in- 
brmcd fufficiently to make any other judgment 
)f the matter, than that which I am tiaturally 
ed to make, by the general averfion which ap- 
jears to it in the whole nation. 

I hope the nation will not fuffer, by my being 
n this great ftation ; and if I can contribute to 
U prpfperity, I fhall think it the honour and 
lappinefs of my life. I defire you to believe 
iirhat I fay, and particularly when. I profefs my- 
Telf to be^witli great truth, Sir, your moft faith- 
ful and affeftionate humble fervant, C. 

LET- 

• Probably that of Mr Wood's patent for coining half-pence 
irid farthings for Ireland, which was referred to the Lords 
>f the Privy Council of England, who, co the 24th of July, 
[724, drew up a report, jnltifying the patentee. 
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/. E T T E R CCCXXII. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD CARTERET 
LORD-LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. 

My Lord> July 9, 1724. 

I HUMBLY claim the privilege of an infe- 
rior, to be the laft writer j yet with great ac- 
knowledgments for your condefcenfion in anfwer- 
ing my letters. I cannot but complain of you, 
for putting me in the wrong. I am in the cii'- 
cumftances of a waiting-woman, wljp told her 
lady, that nothing vexed her more, than to be 
caught in a lie. But, what is worfe, I have dlfco- 
vered in myfelf fomewhat of the bully ; and that, 
after all my rattling, you have brought me down 
. to be as humble as the moft diftant attender at '. 
your levee. It is well your Excellency's talents 
are in few hands ; for, if it were otherwifd, we, 
who pretend to be free-fpeakers, in quality of 
philofophers, fhould be utterly cured of our for- 
wardnefs ; at leaft, I am afraid there will be an 
end of mine, with regard to your Excellency. 
Yet, my Loi^, I am ten years older than I was 
when I had the honour to fee you laft, and confe- 
quently ten times more tefty. Therefore I foretell, 
that you, who could fo ^afily conquer fo captious 
a perfon, and of fo little confequence, will quick- 
ly fubdue this whole kingdom to love and reve- 
rence you. I am, with the greateft refpedt. 

My LoRd^ &c. 
1 LET- 



CORRESPONDENCE. 349 



LETTER CCCXXIIL 

TO EDWARD EARTL OF OXFORD. 

On his Father's Death. 

My Lord, ' July 1724. 

ALTHOUGH I had, for two years pafV, 
inured myfelf to expe£l the death of my 
Lord your father, from th<^ frequent accounts 
otthe bad condition of his Iiealth ; yet the news 
of it ftruck nie fo fcnfibly, that I had not fpirit 
enough to condole with your Lordfhip, as I 
ought to have done, for fo great a lofs to the 
world and yourfelF. It is true, indeed, you no 
longer wanted his care and tendernefs, nor his 
example, to incite you to virtue ; but his friend- 
fhip and converfation you will ever want, becaufe 
they are qualities fo rare in the v/orld, and in 
which he fo much excelled all others. It hath 
pleafed me, rn the midft of my grief, to hear 
thatjic preferved the greatnefs, and calmnefs, 
and intrepidity of his mind,^o his lafl minutes : 
For i^ was fit that fuch a life fliould terminate 
with equal lufbre to the whole progrcfs of it. 

I mull now beg leave to apply to your Lord- 

fhip's juftice. He -was often pleafed to promife 

me his pldlure ; but his troubles, and fickncfs, 

and want of opportunity, and my abfence, pre- 

VoL. XV. G g vented 
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vented him. I do therefore humbly infift, that 
your Lordfhip will pleafe to difcharge what I al- 
mofl look upon as a legacy. 

I would entreat another and much greater h-^ 
vour of your Lordfhip, that, at your leifure 
hours, you would pleafe to infpecl, among your 
father's papers, whether there be any nvemorials 
that may be of ufe towards writing his lifei 
which I have fometimcs mentioned to him, and 
often thought on, when I little, thought to fur- 
vive him. 1 have fornterly gathered feveral hints, 
but w^ant many memorials, efpecially of his more 
early times, which might be eafily fupplied. And 
fuch a work mod properly belongs to me, who 
loved and refpedled him above all men, and had 
the honour to know him better than any other 
of my level did. 

I humbly beg your Lordfhip's pardon, for fo 
long a letter, upon fo mournful an occafion ; and 
expedl your juftice to believe, that I am, and fhall 
ever be, with the.greateft refpedV, - 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip's moft obedient, 
Moft obliged, and 

Moft humble fervant. 

I defire to prefent my moft humble refpcfts to 
my Lady Oxford. 



LET 
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LETTER CCCXXIV. 

LORD C TO DR SWIFT. 

S I R, Arlington-Street^ Aug. i\y 1724. 

YOUR claim to be the laft writer, is what 
• I can never aHow : That is the privilege of 
11 writers. And I am refolved to give you com- 
plete fatisfaftion, by leaving it with you, whether 
[ fhaU bethat laft writer or not. McthinJcs I fee 
fou throw this letter upon your table, in the 
bieighth of fpleen, becaufe it may have interrupted 
Tome of your more agreeable thoughts. But then, 
in return, you may have the comfort of not an- 
fwcring it, and fo convince my I^rd Lieutenant, 
that you value him lefs now, than you did ten 
jreai'S ago. I don't know but this might become 
a free fpeaker, and a philofopher. Whatever 
^ou may think of it, I fhall not be tefty, but en- 
deavour to fliew, that I am not altogether infen- 
[ible of the force of that genius, which hath out- 
Chone moft of this age, and, when you will dif- 
play it again, can convince us, that its luftrc 
and ftrength are ftill the fame. 

Once more, I commit myfelf to your cenfure,, 
and am. Sir, with great refpeft, your moft affec- 
tionate humble fervant, C. 

G g 2 LET- 
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LETTER CCCXXV. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD CARTERET 
LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND* 



.1 
1 



My Lord, Sept. 3, 1724. 

BEING ten years older, than when I had the 
honour to fee your Excellency Jail, by con- 
fequence, if I am fubjeft to any ailnients, they 
are now ten times worfe,. and fo it happened. For 
I have been, this month paft, fo peftered with the 
return of a noife and deafnefs in my ears, that I 
had not fpirit to perform the common offices of 
life, much lefs to write to your Excellency, and 
lead of all, to anfwer fo obliging and condefcend- 
ing a letter, as that I received from you. But 
thefe ugly ten years have a worfe confequence ; 
that they utterly deftroy any title to the good 
opinion you are plea fed to cxprefs of me, as an 
amufer of the world and myfclf. To have pre- 
ferred that talent, I ought, as I grew older, to 
have removed into a better climate, inftead of 
being funk for life in a worfe. I imagine France 
would be proper for me now, — rand Italy, ten 
years hence. However, I am not fo bad as they 
would make me : For, lince I left England, fuch 
a parcel of trafli has been there fathered upion 
me, that nothing but the good judgment of my 
friends, could hinder them from thinking me to 
be grown the greatcft dunce alive. 

There 
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There is a gentleman of this l?:ingdom, juft 
gone for England ; it is Dr George Berkeley, 
Dean of Derry, the beft preferment among us, 
being worth about iiool. a-year. lie takes the 
Bath in his way to London ; and will, of courfe, 
attend your Excellency, and be prefented, I fup- 
pofc, by his friend my Lord Burlington. And, 
becaufe a believe you will chufe'out fome very 
idle minutes to read this letter, perhaps you may 
not be ill entertained with fonic account of the 
man, and his errand, lie was a Fellow in the 
Univerfity here 5 and, going to England very 
young, about thirteen years ago, he became the 
founder of a C^Cty there called the ImmaterialiJIs, 
by the force of a very curious book upon that 
fubjeft. Dr Smalhidge, and many other eminent 
perfons, were his profelytcs. I fcnt hini-fecretary 
and chaplain, to Sicily, with my I^ord Peter- 
borow ; and, upon his Lordlhip's return, Dr 
Berkeley fpent above fcven years in travelling 
over mofl: parts of Europe, but chiefly through 
every corner of Italy, Sicily, and other iflands. 
When he came back to EngLmd, he found fo 
many friends, that he was effedlually recommend- 
ed to the Duke of Grafton, by whom he was 
lately made Dean of Derry. Ypur Excellency 
will be frighted, when I tell you all this is but an 
introduction : For I am now- to mention his er- 
rand. He is an abfolute philofopher, with re- 
gard to money, titles*, and power ; and, for three 
years paft, hath been ftruck with a notion of 
G g 3 founding 
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founding an Univcrfity at Bermudas, by a char- 
ter from the Crown. He haih feduced fcveral 
of the hopcfulleil young clergymen, and othei's 
here, many of them well provided for, and all 
of them ill the fiiircft way of preferment : But, 
in EnghuvJ, his conqueQs are greater ; and, I 
doubt, will fpread very far this Winter. He 
lliewcd me a little tra^El, which he dcfigns to pu- 
blifli ; and there youjv Excellency will fee his 
whole fchcmc of a life academico-philofophical, 
(I fliall make you remember what you were), of a 
coUccre founded for Indian fcholars and niifllon- 

o 

arics ; where he, mod exorbitantly, propofcth a 
whole hundred pounds a-ycar for himfclf, forty 
pounds for a Fellow^ and ten for a. Student. His 
lieart will break, if his deanry be not taken from 
him, and left to your Excellency's difpofal. I 
difcourage him by the coldncfs of Courts an'd 
Miniftcrs, who will interpret all this as impoflible, 
and a vilion ; but nothing will do. And, there- 
fore, 1 do humbly Oiurcat your Excellency, ei- 
ther to ufe fuch pcriuafions as will keep one of 
the firfl: men in this kingdom, for learning and 
virtue, quiet at home, — or auifl: him, by your 
credit, to compafs his romantic dcfign ; which, 
however, is very noble and generous, and direft- 
ly proper for a great pcrfon of your excellent 
education to encourage. 

I muft now, in all humility, entreat one favour 
of you, as you are Eord Lieutenant. Mr Proby, 
furgeon of the army here, laid out the greateft 

part 
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part of his fortune, to buy a captainfhip for hi? 
cldeft fon. The young man was lately accurcd of 
difcovcring an inclination to Popery, while he 
was quartered in Galway. The report of the 
Court- Martial is tranfmittcd to your Excelleney, 
The univerfal opinion here, is, that the accuflitioa 
was falfe and malicious : And the Archbifliop of 
Tuam, in whofc dioccfe Galway is, upon a ftridb 
enquiry, hath declared it to be lb. But all this 
is not to fway with your Excellency, any more, 
than that the father is mofl univerfally beloved of 
any man I ever knew in his llation. But I entreat, 
that you will pleafe to hear the opinion of others, 
who may fpeak in his favour ; and, perhaps, will 
tell you, that as party is not in the cafe, fo you 
cannot do any pcrfonal thing more acceptable to 
the people of lj*eland, than in inclining towards 
lenity to Mr Proby and his family ; altho' 1 have 
rcafon to be confident, that they neither need, 
nor dellre more than julUce. I beg your Excel- 
lency will remember my requeft to be, only, that 
you would hear others, and not think me ib very 
weak, as to imagine I could have hopes of giving 
the icaft turn to your mind. Therefore, I hope, 
what I have iaid is pardonable in every rcfpeft, 
, but that of taking up your time. 

My Lord, we are here prepimng for your re- 
ception, and for a quiet feflion under your go- 
vernment ; but, whether you approve the man- 
ner, 1 can only gucfs. It is by univerfal decla- 
rations againft Wood's coin. One thing I am 
-N confident ■ ^k 
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confident of, that your Excellency will find and 
leave us under difpofitions, very different, to- 
wards your perfon and high flation, from what 
have appeared towards others. " 

I have no other excufe for the length of this 
letter, but a faithful promlfe, that I will never be 
guilty of the fame fault a fecond time. I am, &c. 



LETTER CCCXXVI. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

5^//. 12, 1724, 

IT is neither ficknefs, nor Journies, nor ill 
humours, nor age, nor vexation, nor ftupi- 
dity, which has hindered me from anfwering 
fooner your letter of the month of June ; but 
a very prudent confideration, and one of the 
greateft ftrains of policy I ever exercifed ia my 
life. Should I anfwer you in a month, you 
might think yourfelf obliged to anfwer me in fix j 
and, feared at the fore fatigue of writing twice 
a-year to an abfent friend, you might (for ought 
cither you or I can tell) f):op Ihort, and not write 
at all. Now, this would difappoint all my pro- 
jefts ; for, to confefs the truth, I have been 
drawing you in thefe feveral years, and, by my 
pad fuccefs, I begin to hope, that in about teq 
more, 1 may eftablifh a right of hearing from 
you once a-quarter. The gout neither clears my 

head, 
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head, nor warms my imagination ; and I am 
afhamed to own to you, how near the truth I 
kept, in the defcription o£ what pafTcd by my 
bed-fide', in the reading of your letter. The fcene 
was really fuch as I painted it •, and the com- 
pany was much better than you feem to think 
it. When I, who pafs a great part, very mucH 
the greateft, of my Hfc alone, fally forth into the 
world, I am very far from expecting to. improve 
myfelf by'the converfation 1 find there 5 and ftill 
farther from caring one jot for what pafTes there. 
In fliort, I am no lougi^r the bubble you knew 
mc ; and therefore, when I mingle in fociety, it 
is purely for my amufement. If maakind divert 
me (and I defy them to give me your diftcmper, 
the fpleen) it is all I expeft or afk of them. By 
this fincere confeffion you may perceive, that 
■your great mafters of reafon are not for my 
turn ; their thorough bafs benumbs my faculties. 
I feek the fiddle, or the flute, fomething to raife, 
or fomething to calm my fpirits agreeably ; gay 
flights^ or foothing images. I do not diilike a 
fellow, whofe imagination runs away with him, 
and who has wit enough to be half mad j nor 
him, who atones for a fcanty imagination, by an 
ample fund of oddnefs and fingularity. If good 
fenfe, and great knowledge, prevail a little too 
much in any character, I defire there may be 
at leafl fome latent ridicule, which maybe called 
forth upon occafion, and render the perfon a 
tolerable companion. By this fketch, you may 

judge 
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judge of my acquaintance. The dead friends, 
with whom I pafs my time, you know. The liv- 
ing ones are of the fame fort, and therefore few. 

I pafs over tliat part of your letter, which Is a 
kind of an elegy on a departed minifter * j and I 
promife you folemnly, neuher to mention him, 
nor think of him more^ till I come to do hitn 
juflice in an hiftory of the firft twenty years of 
this century, which I believe I fhall write, if I 
live three or four years longer. But I muft tike 
a little more notice of the paragraph which fol- 
lows. The verfes I fent JW5u are very bad, be- 
caufe they are not very good :. Medhcrtbtif efft 
foetis non dii tion homines^ l2fc. I did not fend 
them to be admired ; and you would do thenr 
too much honour, if you criticifed them. Pope 
took the bsft party; f6r he faid not one word 
to me about them. All I defirc of you, is, to con- 
sider them as a proof, that you have never been 
out of my thoughts, though you have been fo 
long out of my fight ; ar\d if I remember you 
upon paper for the future, it fhall be in profe. 

I muft, on this occafion, fet you right, as Xa 
an opinion, which I fhould be* very forry to have^ 
you entertain concerning me. The term efpr'it 
forty in Englifh, Free-thinker, is, according to 
my pbfervation, ufually applied to them, whom 
I looked upon to be the pefts of fociety ; becaufe 
"their endeavours are direfted to loofen the bands 
of it, and to take at leaft one curb out of the 

mouth 

♦ The Earl of Oxford, who died in June 1724. 
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mouth of that wild beaft, man, when it would 
be well if he was checked by half a fcore, others^ 
Nay, they go farther. Revealed religion is a 
lofty ancV pompous ftru^lure, erefted clofe to the 
humble and plain building of natural religion. 
Some have objefted to you, who are the archi- 
tefts, et les concierges^ (we want that word in En- 
glifli) of the former, to you who build, or at 
leaft repair the houfe, and who (hew the rooms, 
that, to ftrengthen fome parts of your own 
building, you fliake, and even fap the foundation 
of the other. And .l)etween you and I, Mr 
Dean, this* charge may be juftified in feveral in- 
ftances •, but ftill your Intention is not to demo- 
lifh : Whereas the efpritfortj or the free-thinker, 
is fet upon pulling down your houfe about your 
ears ; that if . he was let alone, he would deftroy 
the other for being fo near it, and mingle both 
in one common ruin. I, therefore, not only dif- 
own, but detefl this chara<Sler. If, indeed, by 
efprit fort^ or free-thinker, you only mean a 
man, who makes a free ufe of his reafon, who 
fearchcs after truth without paffion or prejudice, 
and adheres inviolably 10 h, you mean a wife 
and honeft man, and fuch an one as I labour to 
be. The faculty of diftinguiihing between right 
and wrong, true and falfe, which we call reafon^ 
or common fcnfc, which is given to every man by 
our bountiful Creator, and which moft men lofe 
by negledl, is the light of the mind, and ought to 
guide all operations of it. To abandon this rule, 

. and ' 
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and to guide our thoughts by any other, is full as 
abfurd, as it would be, if you fhould put out your 
eyes, and borrow even the beft ftaff that ever was 
in thr>family of the ftaffs, when you fet out upon 
one of your dirty journies. Such free-thinkers 
as thefe, I am fure you cannot, even in your 
apoftolical capacity, difapprove : For fince the 
truth of the Divine revelation of Chriftianity is 
as evident, as matters of faft, on the belief of 
which fo much depends, ought to be, and agree- 
able to all our ideas of juftice, thefe free-thinkers 
niuft needs be Chi'iftians, bn the beft foundation ; 
on that, which St Paul himfelf eftablifhed, I 
think it was St Paul, Onmia probate ^ quod hnum 
eft tenete. 

But you have a further fecurity from thefe 
free-thinkers, I do not fay a better, and it is this : 
The perfons I am defcribing, think for themfclves, 
and to themfelvcs. Should they unhappily not 
be convinced by your arguments, yet they will 
certainly think it their duty,^ not to difturb the 
peace of the world, by oppofing you *. The 
I peace 

♦ Notwithftanding the declarations made by Lord Bolin^- 
brokc in this letter, he left his writings 'againft religion to 
]V!r Mallet, with a view to tlitir being publifhcd, as appears by 
his will r and with a pofitive and dircft injun<flion, to puhlilli 
thtn% as r.ppcars by a letter from Mr Mallet to Lord Hyde, 
Vilccunt Cornbury, now in the Britifh Murcum. ♦ We have 
thcrcloie his Lordfliip^s own authority to fay, that he was opc 
of ihe pets cf Ibciety, even if the opinions, which he has ad- 
vanced ag I'nft religion, are true ; for his endeavour is certainly 
directed to loofen the band of it, and to take at lead one curb 

cut 
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eace and happinefs of mankind is the great aim 
f thefc free-thinkers ; and, therefore, as, thofc 
mong them, who remain increciulous, will nor. 
ppofe you, fo thofe, whom reafon, enlightened 
y grace, has made believei's, may be forry, and 
lay exprefs their forrow, as I have done, to fee 
eligion perverted to purpofes, fo contrary to her 
rue intention, and firft defign. Can a good 
Uhriftian behold the minifters of the meek and 
umble Jefus, exercifing an infolent and cruel 
furpation over their brethren ? Or the meflen- 
ers of peace and good news, fetting all mankind 
Vol. XV. 11 h together 

It of the mouth of that wild beaH:, man. Exprefsly to dkeCi 
le publication of writings, which, he believed, woiili fubvert 
le morals and the happinefs of fociety, at a time wlicn he 
mid derive no private advantage from the mifchief, was per- 
aps an aft of wickednefs more purely diabelical, tlian any hi- 
lerto upon record in the hiftory of any age or nation. Mallet 
id a pecuniary temptation to aflcflinate the marals and happi- 
eCs of his countrj', at Bolingbroke's inflijjation : His crime there- 
ire is not equally a proof of natural depravity, though it is im- 
ofllble to fuppofe he had lefs conviftion of th« mifjhief Le was 
oing ; and it is alio impoffible to fuppo/e, that he could fe- 
oufly think any obligation to print Bolingbroke's infidelity, in 
)nfequcnce of hjs injundlon, equivalent to the oblijjation he 
^s wndcr to fupprefs it, arifing from the duty, which, as a 
lan, he oweiFto human nature. 

The paragraph in Lord Bolingbroke's will, by which his 
ritings are bequeathed to Mallet ; the letter, which Lord 
ornbury wrote to Mallet, upon hearing he was abouL to pu- 
lifh the letters, including thofe on Sacred IJiftory, and Mallet's 
afwcr, are, for the rcackr*s fatisfaftinn, printed at the end of 
his colleftion. Lord Cornbury's letter is a monument^ that 
'ill do more honour to his memory, than all that mere wit or 
alour has atchicvcd fmcc the world began. 
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together by the ears ? Or that religion, which 
breathes charity and univerfal benevolence, fpill- 
ing more blood, upon reflection, and by fyftem, 
than the moft barbarous Heathen ever did, in the 
heat of a(Slion, and fury of conquefl ? Can he 
behold all this without an holy indignation, and 
not be rriminal ? Nay, when he turns his eyes 
from thofe tragical fcenes, and confiders the ordi- 
nary tenour of things, do you not think he will be 
fhocked to obfcrve metaphyfics fubflituted to the 
theory, and ceremony to the pradlice of moralty ? 

I make no doubt but you are by this time 
abundantly convinced of my orthodoxy, and that 
you will name me no more in the fame breath 
with Spinofa, whofe fyflem of one infinite fub- 
flance I defpife and abhor, as I have a right to 
do, becaufe I am able to fhcw why T defjpife and 
abhor it. 

You defire me to return home ; and you pro- 
mife me, in that cafe, to come to London, loaden 
with your travels. 1 am forry to tell you, that 
London is, in my apprehenlion, as little likely as 
Dublin to be our place of rendezvous. The rea- 
fons for this apprehenfion I pafs over ; but 1 can- 
not agree to what you advance with the air of a 
maxim, that exile is the greatefl punifhment to 
men of virtue, becaufe virtue confifls in loving 
our countiy. Examine the nature of this love, 
from whence it arifes, how it is nouriflied, what 
the bounds and meafures of it are ; and that, you 
will difcover, how far it is virtue, and where it 

becomes 
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becomes fimplicity, prejudice, folly, and ^ven 
cnthufiafm. A virtuous man in exile, may pro- 
perly enough be ftiled unfortunate, but he can- 
.not be called unhappy. You x'emember the rea- 
fon which Brutus gave, becaufe, wherever he , 
goes, he carries his virtue with him. There is a 
certain bulky volume, which grows daily, and - 
the title of which muft, I think, be No5fes Gallic^. 
There you may perhaps one day or other fee a 
differtation upon thb fubjedl: And to return you. 
threatening for threatening, you fhall be forced 
to read it out, though you yawn from the firft to- 
the laft page. 

The word Ireland was ftruck out of the paper 
you mention ; that is, to fatisfy your curiolity, 
and to kindle, it a-new, 1 will tell you, that this 
anecdote, which I know not how you came by, 
is neither* the only one, nor the moft confiderable 
one of the fame kind. The perfon you are fo in* 
quifitive about *, returns into England tli^ latter^ 
end of Oftober. She has fo great a-mind to fee. 
you, that I am not fure fhe will not undertake a. 
journey to Dublin. It is not fo far from Lon- 
don to Dublin, as from Spain to Padua; and- 
you are as well worth feeing as Livy. But I had 
much rather you would leave the humid climate, 
and the dull company, in which, according to 
your account, a man might grow old between 
twenty and thirty. Set your foot on that con- 
tinent y I dare promife, that you will, in a foyt- 
H h 2 nighty 

♦ His Lordfliip's fccond wife, a French Lady. 



364 DEAN S W I F T's 

night, have gone back the ten years you lament 
fo much, and be returned to that age, at which 
I left you. With what pleafure fhould I hear 
you inter vwa fugam &tdU mosrere pnUrvdf 
Adieu. 



LETTER CCCXXVII. 

EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR'SWIFT. 

Good Mr Dean, Wimpotej Nov. 7.^ 1724- 

THERE has nothing of late given me fo 
much real trouble and uneafinefs, as my 
having fo long deferred writing to you, to make 
my acknowledgements for your moft kind letter ; 
and to alTure you, that I took every part of your 
obliging letter, in the manner you would wifh me 
to do : I muft fay, that amidft my grief and con- 
cern, it gave me a fecret pleafure to find, that I 
was thought of by you ; and, what was a great 
addition, that you ftill retained the fame thoughts 
and fcntiments of my dear father, and that you 
had not laid afide the defign you once entertain- 
ed, of tranfmitting his name and ftory to pofte- 
rity, I did delay writing -fome time, becaufe I 
was in great hopes I fliould have been able to 
have given you a much more fitisfaftory account 
than I am now able to give, notwithftanding the 
fearchl have made in anfwer to your queftion, 
*^ If he had left any memoirs behind him ;^ I fup- 

pofe 
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pofe you rriearl in relation to himfelf. I have not 
yet been able to find any among his papers in 
town. This,* with fome other affairs, drew the 
time into the length it is ; but I affure you, if I 
liave the fatisfa6tion''to hear from you again, (as I- 
liope I fhall), I will be more punctual in my re- 
turns ; for I will allow nobody to value and efteem* 
you more than I do. 

There is certainly a very great number of ma-^ 
terials for a hiftory, a vafl: colle6lion of letters 
and other papers, a great deal may be fupplied 
elfe where : But give me leave to fay, that if you 
do not come into England, nothing can be done ; ' 
it will not be pollible to do any thing to purpofe. 
"Without this view, there would be no body more 
welcome to me than yourfclf ; you fhould live in 
your own way, and do jull what was mod agree- 
able to you ; I have houfes enough, you fliall 
take your choice : I muft with earncftnefs repeat 
it to you again, that I beg you will think of this • 
matter fcrioufly. 

As to what you mention of the pifture, I have 
often heard my father fay, that he did defign 
to fit for you, but did not : I Ihall certainly take 
care that you fliall have a picture, and a good 
one. Pray let me know what fizc you would 
have it of: If you defign it fliould fit any parti- 
cular place, you muft fend me the exaft mcaliire 
of the place. 

Your fifi:er *, as you nfed to call her, is mudh^ 
H h 3 your*^ 

•'Lady Oxfoid. 
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your fcrvant ; fhe has been at the Bath for fome 
time ; fhe is better than when fhe went. I fup- 
pofe you hear fometimes from our friend Ml* 
Pope : He has taken another voyage into Homer- 
land *, as Gay calls it ; I wifh he may make an 
advantageous voyage of it. 

I doubt you will fay, that fince I was fo long . 
before I began to write, that, now I have begun, 
I do not know when to end ; I will therefore tell 
you, that I am, with great truth, Sir, your moft 
obedient humble fervant, OXFORD. 

I defirc your acceptance of a ring, a fmall re- 
membrance of my father. How fhall I fend it 
you ? 



LETTER CCCXXVIILf 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIPAN. 

Jan. 25, 1 725. 

I HAVE a packet of letters, which I intended 
to fend by Molly, who hath been ftopt three 
days by the bad weather ; but now I will fend 
them by the pod 'to-morrow, to Kells, and in- 
clofed to Mr Tickcll % ^ there is one to you, and 
one to James Stopford. 

I 

• Tranflation of the Odyfley. 
f This fccms to be written from Quilca. 
\ Thomas Tickcll, Kfq; a very ingenious poet, fccrctary to 
the Lords Jufticcs of Ireland. ' 
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I can do no work tliis terrible weather 5 which 
hath put us all feventy times out of patience>,^-r- 
I have been deaf nine days, and am now pretty 
well recovered again. 

Pray defire Mr Stanton *, and Worral f , to 
continue giving thcmfelves fome trouble with Mr 
Pratt J ; but let it fucceed or not, I hope I fhall 
be eafy. " , 

Mrs Johnfon fwears it will rain till Michael-* 
roas. She is fo pleafed with her pick-ax, that 
fhe wears it fattened to her girdle, on her left 
fide, in balance with her watch. The lake is 
ftrangely overflown, and we are dcfperate about 
turf, being forced to buy it three miles off: And 
Mrs Johnfon (God help her !) gives you many a 
curfe. Your mafon is come, but cannot yet 
work 1:4)00 your garden. Neither can I agree 
with him about the great wall. For the reft, vid^ 
the letter you will have on Monday, if Mr I'ic- 
kell ufes you well. 

The news of this country is, that the maid you 
fent down, John Farrelly's fitter, is married ; 
but the portion and fetdement are yet a fecret. 
The cows here never give milk on mid-fummer- 
eve §. 

You would wonder, what carking and caring 
there is among us, for fmall beer, and lean mut- 
ton, 

• Dr Stjnton, a Maftcrin Chancery, 
f The-Rev. Mr John Worral, the Dean's Vicar. 
\ Deputy Vicc-trcafurer of Ireland. 

§ Being the time maids go out to try pranks about their 
fwcct-hearts. Hawkef, 
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ton, and ftai-ved lamb, and flopping gaps, and 
driving cattle from »the corn. In that we are all 
to-be-l^ingleycd . 

The ladies room fmokes ; the rain drops from 
the fkies into the kitchen ; our fervants eat and 
drink like the devil, and pray for rain, which 
entertains them at cards and fleep j which arc 
much lighter than fpades, fledges and crows* 
Their maxim is. 

Eat like a Turk, 

Sleep like a dormoufe ; ' 

Be laft at work. 

At viftuals foremoft. 

Which IS all at prefent ; hoping you and your 
good family are well, as we,.&c. are all at this 
prefent writing, &c. 

Robin has jufl carried out a load of bread and 
cold meat for brcakfaft. This is their way ; but 
now a cloud hangs over them, for fear it fhould 
hold up, and the clouds blow ofF. 

I write on till Molly comes in for the letter. 
b, what a draggle-tail will fhe be before fhe gets 
to Dublin ! I wifh fhe may not happen to fall 
upon her back by the way. 

I affirm againft Ariftotle, that cold and raid 
congregate homogenes ; for they gather together 
you and your crew, at ^hift, punch and claret. 
Happy weather for Mrs Man, Betty, and Stop- 
ford, and all true lovers of cards and lazinefs. 

The 
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The blcjfings of a country- life. ^ 

Far from our debtors, 
No Dublin letters, 
Not fcen by our betters.^ 

The plagues of a countrylife. 

A compani'on with news^ 
A great want of fhoes ; 
Eat lean meat, or chufe 
A church without pews. 
Our horfes aft ray, 
No ftraw, oats, or hay ; 
December in May, 
Our boys run away, 
All fervants at play, 

Molly fends for the letter. 



LETTER CCCXXIX. 

TO MRS PRATT. 

Madam, March i8, 1724-5.. 

/TRS FITZMORRICEdidtheunkindeft 
rJL thing {he could imagine ; fhe fends aa 
*n note by a fervant, (for fhe was too much a 
ide to write me a letter), direfting me to en- 
re for one Howard, matter of a-fhip,^ who 

had 
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had brought over a fcreen to me, from Mrs 
Pratt. Away I ran to the cuftom-houfe, where 
they told me the fliip was expelled every day : 
Sut the God of winds, in confederacy with Mrs 
Fitzmorrice, to teaze me, kept the fliip at leaft a 
month longer, and left me miferabic, in a ftate 
of impatience, between hope and fear, worfe 
than a lady who apprehends her cloaths will 
not be ready againft the birth-day. 

I will not move your good-nature, by reprc- 
fenting how many reftlefs days and nights I have 
pafled, with what dreams my fleep hath been di- 
fturbed, when I fometimes faw the fhip finking, 
and my fcreen floating in the fea, and the mer- 
maids ftruggling which of tliem ihould get it. At* 
laft Mr Medlicott *, whofe heart inclines him to 
pity the diftrefled, gave me notice of its fafe arri- 
val. He interpofed his authority 5 and, over- 
ruling the tedious forms of the cuftom-houfc, 
fent me my fcreen to the deanry : Where it was 
immediately opened, on Tuefday the i6th inftant, 
three minutes, feven feconds, after four o'clock, 
the day being fair, but fomewhat windy, the fua 
in Aries, and the moon within thirty-nine hours 
eight feconds and a half of being full. All which 
I find, by confulting Ptolemy, to be fortunate 
incidents, and that, with due care, my fcreen 
will efcape the mops of the lioufemaid, and the 
greafy hands of the footmen. 

At the opening of the fcreen, juft after dinner, 
fome company of both fexes were prefent. The 

ladies 

* One of lUe Comminioners of the Ciidoms. 
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adics were full ot maljce, and the men of envy, 
vhile I was very affedtedly calm.^ But all agreed, 
hat nothing fliewed a better jiulgment, than to* 
mow how to make a proper prcii nt, and that no 
prefent could be more judicioufly chofen. For 
ao man in this kingdom wanted a fcreen fo much 
as myfelf : And, befidcs, fince I had left the 
world, it was very kind to fend the world to me. 
As for my own part, I confiefs I never expefted 
to be fheltered by the world, when I have been 
fo long endeavouring to fhelter myfelf from it. 
See how ill you beftow your favours, when you 
meet with nothing but complaints and reproaches, 
inftead of acknowledgments, for thinking, in the 
midft of Courts, ufwn an abfent infignificant 
tnan, buried in obfcurity. But I know it is as 
hard to give thanks, as to take them : Therefore 
I {hall fay no more, than that I receive your ac- 
ceptable prefent, juft as I am fure you defire I 
fllould. But I cannot pron^ife that it will add 
one jot to the love and efteem I have for you ; 
becaufe it is impoflible for me to be moi'e than I 
have always been, 

Madam, 

Your's, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER CCCXXX. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD CARTERET 
LORD LIEUTENAt^T OF IRELAND. 

My Lo<D, ; Deanry-houfe, April 17, 1725, 

I HAVE been fo long afflifted with a deaf- 
nefs, a Ad at prefent with a giddinefs in my 
head, (both old diftempers) that I have not been | 
able to attend your Excellency and my Lady 
Carteret, as my inclination and duty obligemei 
and I am now haftening into the country, to try 
what excrcife, and better air, will do towards my 
recovery. Not knowing |fcw long I may be ab-^^ 
fent, or how foon you may think fit to leave this 
kingdom, I take this occafipn of returning your 
Excellency, and my Lady Carteret, my moft 
humble acknowledgements, for your great civilities 
towards me, which I wifli it were in my power 
to deferve. 

I have only one humble requeft to make to 
your Excellency, which I had in my heart ever " 
iince you were nominated Lord Lieutenant ; and ' 
it is ill favour of Mr Sheridan. I beg you will 
take your time for beftowing on him feme 
church-liviiig, to the value of i^o\, per anmtnu 
He is agreed on all hands, to, have done more 
public fervice, by many degrees, in the education * 
of lads, than any five of his vocation ; and has 
much more learning, than ufually falls to the^fliare 
I of 
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of thofe who profefs teaching, being perfeftly 
Kkilled in the Greek, as well as Latin tongue, 
and acquainted with all the ancient writers, ia 
poetry, phllofophy, and hiftory. He is a man 
of good fenfe, modefty, and virtue. His great- 
eft fault IS a wife and four children, for which 
tJieire is no excufe, but that a wife islthought ne- 
ceflary to a fchoolmaftcr. His conftitution is fo 
weak, that, in a few years, he muft give up his 
bufinefs ; and probably muft ftarve, without fomc 
preferment, for which he is an ill folicitor. My 
Lord Biihop of Elphin, hath promifed to re- 
xonimend this rcqueft to your Excellency. And 
I hope you will pleafe to believe, that it proceeds 
wholly from juftice and humanity, for he is nei- 
ther a dependent nor relation of mine. 

1 humbly take my leave, and remain, with the 
Utnioft refpeft, 

Mt Lord, Sec. 



LETTER CCCXXXI. 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN, 

^/i/cay June^%y 1725. 

YOU run out of your time fo merrily, that 
you are forced to anticipate it, like a 
young heir,, that ^ends his fortune fafter than 
it comes in T For your letter is dated to-morrow, 
June 29, and God knows when it was writ, or 
Vol. XV. I i whjit 
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what Saturday you mean : But I fuppofe it is the 
next; and therefore your own marc, and Dr 
Swift's horfc or mare, or fome other horfc or 
mare, Xvith your own marc afortifaid, fliall frt 
out on Wednefday next, which will be June 30; 
ind fo they will have two nights reft, if you be- 
gin your journey on Saturday. You are an un- 
lucky devil, to get a living the furtheft in the 
kingdom fiom Quilca *. 1{ it be worth two 
hundred pounds a- year, my Lord Lieutenant 
hath but barely kept his wo.'d ; for the other 
fifty muft go in a curate and vifitation-charges, 
and proxes (proxies I mean). If you are under 
th!e Biihop of Corke f , he is a capricious gentle- 
man : But -you muft flatter him moriftroufly, ^ 
upon his learning and his writings ; that you hare 
read his book againft Toland, a hundred times; 
and his fermons, (if he has printed any) have 
been always your model, &c. be not difappoint- 
ed, if your living does not anfwcr the fum. Get 
letters of recommendation to the BiOiop, and 
principal clergy, and to your neighbouring par- 
fon or parfons particularly. I often advifcd you 
to get fome knowledge of tythes, and, church- 
iivings. You muft learn the extent of your pa- 
rifli, the general quantity of arable land and pa- 
fture in your pariih, the common rate of tythes 
for an acre of the fevcral forts of corn, and of 
fleeces sind lambsj and to fee whettier you have 

any 

♦ la the County of Corke. f ^^ Peter Browne. , 
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toy glebe. Pray aft like 2. man of this world. I 
doubt^ being fo far off, you muft not let your li?- 
ing, as I do, to the feveral farmers, but to one 
man: But, by all means, do not novr let it for more 
than one yeir, till you are furely apprifcd of the 
real worth; and even then, never let it for above 
three. Pray take my advice for once, and be 
very j^fy while you are there. It is one good 
circumllance, that you got fuch a living in a con- 
venient time, and juft when tythes are fit to be 
let ; only wool and Limb are due in Spring, or 
perhaps belong to the late incumbent. Yoa 
may learn all on the fpot, and your neighbour- 
ing parfons may be very ufeful, if they pleafe ; 
but do not let them be your tenants. Advifc 
with Archdeacon Wall, but do not follow him in 
all things. Take care of the principal fqiiire or 
'fquires ; they will all tell you trie worft of your 
living ; fo will the pr(^ors and tythe-jobbers ; 
but you will pick out truth from among them. 
Pray fhew yoiirfelf a man of abilities. After 
all, I am but a weak brother myfelf ; perhaps 
fome clergy in Dublin, who know that country, 
will further inform you. Mr Townfhend of 
Corke, will do you any good offices on my ac- 
count, without any letter. Fake the oaths 

heartily to the Powers that be, and remember 
that party was not made for depending puppies. 
I forgot one principal thing, to take care of going 
regularly through all the forms of oaths and in- 
I i i duftions ^ 
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du^lions ; for the lead wrong ftcp will put yo« 
to the trouble of repaffing your patent| or voitU 
ing your living. 



LETTER CCCXXXIL 

DR 5WIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

^iUca^ June 29, I72J* 

I WRIT to you ycfterday, and faid as many 
things as I could then think on, and gave ij[ 
to a boy of Kells, who brought me your's. It is 
• ftrange, that I, and Stella, and Mrs Mackfadin, 
ihould light on the fame thought, to advife you 
to make a great appearance of temperance, while 
you are abroad. But Mrs Johnfon and I ga 
further, and fay, you muft needs obferve all 
grave forms, for the want of which, both you 
and I have fufFered. On fup^pofal that you arc 
under the Bilhop of Corke, I fend you a letter 
inclofed to him^ which I delire you will feal. Mrs 
Johnfon put me in mind to caution you, not to 
drink or pledge any health in his company ; for 
you know his weak fide in that matter *. 1 hope 
Mr Tickell has not complimented you with what 
fees are due to him for your patent. I wifh you 
would fay to him, (if he refufes them),^ that I 

told 

* He wrote a pamphlet again ft drinking to the memory of 
the dead. 
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told you, it was Mr Addifon's maxim, to cxcufc 
nobody ; for here, fays he, I may have forty 
friends, whofc fees may be two guineas a-piece ; 
then I lofe eighty guineas, and my friends favic 
but two a-piece. 

I muft tell you, Dan. Jackfon ruined his living, 
by huddling over the lirft year, and then hop- 
ing to mend it the next. Therefore pray take 
all the care you can, to enquire into the value, 
and fet it at the b!::rt rate to fubflantial people. 

I know not whether yon are under the Bifhop 
of Corke, or no 5 if not, you may burn the 
letter. 

I nuift defir2, that you will not think of en- 
larging your expcnces, no not for fomd years to 
come, much lefs at prefent, but rather retrencli 
them. You might have lain dcftitute till Anti- 
chrift came, for any thing you could have got 
from thofe you iifed to treat. Ntither let mc 
hear of one rag. of better clpaths for your wife or 
brats, but rather plainer than ever. This is po- 
fltively iStelia's advice, as well as mine. She iays,. 
now, you need not be alhamed to be thought 
poor. 

We compute, you cannot be lefs than thirty 
days abfcnt ; and prjy do not employ your time 
in lolling a-bed till noon to read Homer, but 
mind our bufinefs effl^Uially. And we think 
you ought to have no breaking up this Auguit; 
but affliSl to adhere to your fchool clofer than 
ever J becaufe you will find, that your ill-wi/hera 
113 vrill 
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will give out, you are now going to quit your 
fchool, iince you have got preferment, &c. 

Pray fend me a large bundle of exercifes, good 
as well as bad 5 for I want fomcthing to read. 

I would have you carry down three or four 
fermons, and preach every »Sunday at your own 
church, and be very devout. 

I font you, in my laft, a bill of twenty pounds 
on Mr Worral * ; I hope you have received it. 

Pray remember to leave the pamphlet with 
Worral, and give him directions, unlefs you 
have fettled it ah-eady fome other way. You 
know, it muft come out juft when the parlia- 
ment meets. 

Keep thofe letters, where I advife you about 
your living, till you have taken advice. 

Keep very regular hours, for the fake of your 
health and credit ; and where-ever you lie a 
night within twenty miles of your livings, be 
fure call the family that evening to prayers. 

J defire you will wet no commiffiori with your 
old crew, nor with any but thofe who befriend 
you, as Mr Tickell, &c. 



LET. 



♦ Tlic Rer. Mr John Worral, Vicir to the B!fhop"of Kildare» 
as Dcaa of Chri.l-ci^urch j as dlCo the Dean of St. Patrick's.- 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



_ 379 



LETTER CCCXXXIII. 

DR SWIFT TO LORD CARTERET. 

Mt Lord, J^h 2y ^T^S* 

IAM'obliged to return your Excellency, my 
moft humble thanks, for your favour to Mr 
Sheridan ; becaufe, when I recommended him to 
you, I received a very gracious anfwer : And yet 
I am fenfible, that your chief motive to make 
fome provilion for him, was, what became a great 
and good perfon, your diftinguifliing him as a 
man of learning, and one who deferved encou- 
ragement, on account of his great diligence and 
fuccefs in a moft laborious and difficult employ- 
ment *. 

Since your Excellency hath had an opportu- 
nity, fo early in your government, of gratifying 
your Englifh dependents by a bifhoprick, and 
the heft deanry in the kingdom f ; I cannot but 
hope, that the clergy of Ireland will have their 
fhare in your patronage. There is hardly a gen- 
tleman in the nation, who hath not a near alli- 
ance with fome of that body •, and moft of them 
who have fons, ufually breed one of them to 
the church ; although they have been of late 
years much difcouraged, and difcontented, by 
feeing flrangers to the country almoft perpetually^ 
taken into the greateft ecclefiHrtical preferments, 

and 

• A Ichcolir.uflcr. f Downc. 
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and too often under governors very different 
from your Excellency ; the choice of perlbas 
was not to be accounted for, either to prudence 
or juflice. 

The misfortune of having "bifliops perpetually 
from England, as it muft needs quench the 
fpirit of emulation among us, to excel in learn- 
ing, and the fludy of divinity; fo it produceth 
another great difcouragement, that thofe prelates 
ufually draw after them, colonies of fons, ne- 
phews, coufins, or old college-companions, ta 
whom they beftow the bcft preferments ir> their 
gift ; and thus the young men fent into the 
church from the univerfity here, have no better 
profpecl, than to be curates, or fmali country- 
vicars, for life. 

■ It will become fo excellent a governor as you, 
a little to moderate this great partiality; where- 
in, as you will a£t with juftice and reafon, fa 
yovt will gain the thanks and prayers of the 
whole nation, and take away one great caufe of 
univerfal difcontent. For I believe your Excel- 
lency will agree, that there is not another king- 
dom in Europe, where the natives (even thofc 
defcended from the conquerors) have been treat- 
ed, as if they were almoffc unqualified for any 
employment, either in church or ftate. 

Your Excellency, when I had the honour ta 
attend you, was pleafed to let me name fome 
clergymen, who are generally underftood by 
their brethren to be the moft diftingullhed for 

their 
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their learning and piety. I remember the per- 
fons were, Dr Dclany, .Dr Ward of the North^ 
Mr Ecklin, Mr Syngc of Dublin, and Mr Cor- 
bet. They were named by me without any re- 
gard to friend ihip, hj^ving little co:iimcrce with 
moft of them, but only 10 the univerfal charac- 
ter they bear. This was the method I ahvays 
took with my Lord Oxford, at his own com- 
mand ; who was pleafcd to believe I would not 
be fwayed by any private affe<Stions, and con- 
fefled I never deceived iiim ; for I always dealt 
openly, when I ofiered any thing in behalf of a 
friend, which was but feldom : Becaufe, in that 
cafe, I generally made ufe of the common me- 
thod at court, to folicit by another. 

I fhall fay nothing of the young men among 
the clergy ; of whom the three hopefullell are 
faid to be, Mr Stopford, Mr King, and Mr Dobbs, 
all fellows of the college * ; of whom I am cjply 
acquainted with the firfk. But thefe are not 
likely to be great expedters under your Excellen- 
cy's adminiftration, according to the ufual period 
of governors here. 

If I have dealt honeftly, in reprefenting fuch 
perfons among the clergy as are generally allow- 
ed to have the moit merit, I think I have done 
you a fervice ; and I am fure I have made you 
a great compliment, by diftinguilhing you from 
moft great men I have known thefe thirty years 
paft 9 whom I have ahyays obferved to aft, as 

if 
• The univcrfity of Dablin. 



3«2 D E A N S W I F T*$ 

if they never received a true character, nor had 
any value tor the befl, and confequently dif- 
penfcd their fa^^ours without the Icaft regard to 
abilities or virtue. And this defeA I have often 
found, among thofe from whom I leaft expelled, 
it. 

That your Excellency may long live a blcffing 
and ornament to your country, by puriuing, a$ 
you have hitherto done, the fteps of honour 
ind virtue, is the moft earncft' wifli and prayer 
of, 

Mt Lord, 
Your Excellency's moft obedient 
and moil humble ferrant, 
JONATH. SWIfT. 



LETTER CCGXXXIV. 
L'Abb6 des FouNTAiNEi * a Monfieur SwiFT. 

A Paris^ le 4 Jutllet^ 1725. 

J'AI I'honneur, monfieur, de vous envoyer la 
2dfe edition de votre ouvrage, que j'ai traduit 
cii Fran5ois. Je vous aurois envoy e la premiere, 

fi 

. • Peter Francis Guyct des Fountaines, born at Roan in 
Normandy, a9th June, 1685. He entered into the fociety of 
the Jcfuits in 1700; but quitted it fixtcen years after. He 
lived for fome years with tl»e Cardinal 4*Aiivergne, and died 
at Paris, 16th December 1745; being well known for leteral 
•WDiks. and particularly for his Ohjcrvationi fur Us ecr'tti fit* 
ierncSi in a great number of volames. 
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fi j*e n' avois pas ete oblige, pour des raifons, que 
je ne puis vous dire, a'inif. rcr dans la preface ua 
cndroit, dont vous n'auricz pas eu lieu d'etre con- 
tent, ce que j'ai mis afTurcmcnt malgre moi. 
Comme le livre s'cfr dcoke f.ms contradiftion, 
ces raifons ne fubfiftent plus, et j'ai auilitoc lup- 
primc cet endroit dans la 2de edition, comme 
vous verrez. J'ai auifi cornge l*endioit de nion- 
fieur Carteret, fur lequel j'avois eu de faux me- 
moires. Vous trouverez, monfieur, en beaucoup 
d*endroits une trauudtion pcu fidele ; mais tout 
ce qui pVait en Anglcterre, n'a pas ici le merae 
agrement j foit parce que les moeurs font diffe- 
rent es, foit parceque que les allulions et les alle- 
gories, qui font fenfibles dans une pays, ne les 
font pas dans une autre i foit enfin parce que le 
gout de deux nations n'eft pas le meme. J'ai 
voulu donner aux Fran9ois un livre, qui fut a 
Icur ufage : Voila ce qui m' a rendu tradudeur 
libre et pcu fidele. J'ai meme pris la liocrte 
d'ajouter, felon que votre imagination eft echauf- 
foif la mienne. C'eft a vous ieul, monlieur, que 
je fuis redcvable de Thonneur, que me fait ccttc 
tradu<^tion, qui a ete debitte icy* avec une rapi- 
ditc etonnante, et done il y'a dcja trois editions, 
Jc fuis pcnctre d'une fi grande eftiiije pour vous, 
ctje vous fuis fi oblige, qui li ia fuppidlion, que; 
j'ai faite, nc vous fatisfait pas entierement, je 
fairai voionticrs encore d-avantage pour efFacer 
jufqu'au fouvenir de cet endroit de la preface : 
Au furplus je vous fupplie, monfieur, de vouloir 

biea 
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•bien fairc attention a la jufticc, que je tous ai 
rendu dans la mfimc preface. 

On fe flatte, monlieur, qu'on aura bien t6t 
rhonneur de vous pofleder ici. Tous vos amis 
vous attendcnt avec impatience. On ne parle ici 
vous voir. Ne defcrr^s pas n6tre fatisfa^tion : 
"Vous verrez un peuple, qui vous eftirhe infine- 
mcnt. En attendant je vous demande, monficur, 
rhonneur de votre amitic, ct vous prie d'etre per- 
fuAiic, que perfonne ne vous honore plus que 
mo", ct iiV-ft avec plus de confideratiou et d'elH- 
xne, votre trcs humble, et tres obeifl*ant ierviteur, 
^ L'Abb^ des FOUNT AINES- 

Mr Arbuthnott a bien voulA 
fe charger de vous fairc 
tenir cette Icttrc avec I'ex- 
cmpla-irc, que j'ai Thon- 
neur des vous envoycr. 



LETTER CCCXXXV. 

REPONSE DE MONSIEUR SWIFT. 

IL y a plus d'un mois que j*ay recue v6tre let- 
tre (lu 4. dc Juiilet, JVlonlieur ; mais Texem* 
plaire de 2de edition de votre oiivrage n<N m'a 
pas ete encore rcmis. J'ay lu la preface de la pre- 
niKrc ; et Vi)us me perniettrez de vous dire, que 
j*ay ete fort furpris d'y voir, qu'en mc donnant 
I pour 
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pour patrie un pais, dans lequel je fuis nc, vous 
ayes trouve a propos de m'attribuer un llvre, 
.qui porte le nom de fon auteur,' qui a eu.le mal- 
heur de deplaire a quelques uns de nos miniftres, 
ct qui je n'ay jamais avoue. Cette plainte, qui 
je fais de v6tre conduite a mon egard, ne m'em- 
peche pas de vous rendre juftice. Les traduc- 
teurs donnent pour la plupart des louanges ex- 
ccffives aux ouvrages, qu'ils traduifent, et s'ima- 
ginent peut etrc, que leur reputation depfend en 
quelque fa^on de celles des auteurs, qu'ils ont 
choilis. Mais vous avez fenti vos forces, qui 
vous mettent au deflus de pareilles precautions. 
Capable de corriger un mauvais livre, entefprife 
plus difficile, que ccUe d'en compofer un bon, 
vous n'avez pas craint de donner au public 
la traduction d'un ouvrage, que vous aflurez 
etre plein de pollifoneries, de fottifes, de pueri- 
lites, &c. Nous convenons icy, que le goiit des 
nations n'cft pas toujours le meme. Mais nous 
fommes portes a croire, que le bon go^t eft 
m^me le par tout, ou il y a des gens d'efprit, de 
jtigement et de fcavoir. Si done les livi^cs du 
Sicur Gulliver ne font calcules que pour les ifles 
Brittanniques, ce voyageur doit pafier pour un 
tres pitoyable ecrivain. Les m mes vices et Ic 
mSmes follies regnent par tout, du moins', dans 
tous les pais civilifes de I'Europe : Et Tauteur, 
qui n'ecrit"quc pour une ville, une province, un 
Voyaume ou na^me un fiecle, merite fi pcu d'etre 
traduit, qu'il ne merite pas d'etre la. 

Vol. XV. K k Les 
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Les partifans de ce Gulliver, qui nc laiflent 
pas d'etre en fort grand notnbre chez nous, fou- 
tiennent, que fon livre durera autant que notre 
lahgage, parce qu'il ne tire pas fon merite dc cer- 
taines modes ou manieres de penfer et de parler, 
mais d'une fuite d'obfervations fur les imperfec- 
tions, les follies, et les vices de I'homme. 

Vous jugez bien, que les gens, dont je viens 
de vous parler, n'approvent pas fort votre cri- 
tique, et vous ferez fans doutc furpris de fca- 
voir, qu'ils regardent ce chirurgien dc vaifleau, 
comme un auteur grave, qui ne fort jamais de fon 
ferieux, qui n'emprunte aucun fard, qui ne fe 
pique point d'avoir de Tefprit, et qui fc contentc 
de communiquer au public dans une narration 
fimple et native les avantures, qui lui font ar- 
riv^es, et les chofes, qu'il a vill ou entendu dire 
pendant fes voyages. 

Quant a I'article qui regard e my Lord Carte- 
ret, fans m'informer d'on vous tirez' vos me- 
moires, je vous diray, que vous n'avez ecrit que 
la moitie de la verite ; et que ce Drapier ou red 
ou fuppofe a fauve Tlrelande, en mettant toute 
la nation contre un projet, que devoit enrichir 
au depenfe du public un certain nombre dc par- 
ticuliers. 

Plufieurs accidens, qui fdnt arrive, m'empc- 
cheront de faire le voyage de France prefentc- 
ment, et je ne fuis plus aflcz jeune pour me flat- 
ter de retrouver une autre occafion. Je fcais, 
que j'ay perdCi beaucoup, et je fuis tres fenfible a 

cettc 
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ccttc perte. ^ L*unique confolation, qui me refte, 
c'eft de fonger, que j'en fupporteray mieux la 
pais, au quel la fortune m'a condamne. Je fuis, 



LETTER CCCXXXVI. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 

London f July 24, 1725. 

MR Ford will tell you how I do, and what 
I do. Tired with fufpence, the only 
infupportable misfortune of life, I defired, after 
nine years of autumnal promifes and vernal ex- 
cufes, a decifion *, and very little cared what that 
decifion was, provided it left me a liberty to fettle 
abroad, or put me on a foot of living agreeably 
at home. The wifdom of the nation has thought 
fit, inftead of granting fo reafonable a requeft, 
to pafs an aft, which, fixing my fortune un- 
alterably to this country, fixes my perfon here 
alfo ; and thofe, who had the leaft mind to fee 
me in England, have made it impoffible for me 
to live any where elfe. Here X am then two- 
thirds reftored, my perfon fafe, (unlefs I meet 
hereafter with harder treatment, than even that 
of Sir Walter Raleigh), and my eftate, with all 
the other property I have acquired, or may ac- 
quire, fecured to me. But the attainder is kept 
carefully and prudently in force, left fo corrupt 
Kk 2 a 
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a member fhould come again into the Houfe of 
Loids, and his bad leave^ fhould four that 
fwdet, untainted mafs. Thus much 1 thought 
1 mi^ht fay about my private affairs, to an old 
friend, without diverting him too long from his 
labours to promote the advantage of the church 
and ftate of Ireland ^ 6r, from his travels into 
thofe countries of giants and pigmies, from 
whence he imports a cargo * I value at an high- 
er rate than that of the richeft galeon. Ford 
brought the dean of Dcrry f to fee me. Unfor- 
tunately for me, I was then out of town ; and 
the journey of the former into Ireland, will per- 
haps defer, for fome time, my making acquaint- 
ance with the other j which I am forry for. I 
would not by any means lofe the opportunity of 
knowing a man, who can efpoufe in good earned 
the fyftem of father Mallebranche, who is fond of 
going a miffionary into the Weft-Indies J. My 
zeal for the propagatiorl of the Gofpel, will hard- 

ly 

* This is very obfcurc : Gulliver was not then publifhcd. 
Perhaps Berkeley brought Bolingbroke a copy of the MS. For- 
mer, I fappofe, is Swift y called an old friend : Other ^ is Berkeley ; 
but the nominative cafe is fb remote, t)\zt former and otieric^xct 
make the fcnfe intelligible. This letter is dated in i7»5i 
Gulliver's Travels were firft publilhcd in 1716. 

f Dr Berkeley. 

\ Dr Berkeley formed a defign of fi&ing an univerfity in the 
Bermudas, for the improvement of our colonies, and the edu- 
cation of Indians, to be employed as miflionaries amoug their 
countrymen. For this college he obtained a charter, in which 
he was appointed prefident, and a certain nutnber of fellows, 

fclcacd 
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ly carry mc fo far ; but my fplecn againft Europe 
has, more than once, made me think of baying 
the dominion of Bermudas, and fpending the 
remainder of my days, as far as poflible, from 
thofe people, with whom I have paffed the firft 
and greateft part of my life. Heahh, and every 
other natural comfort of life, is to be had there. 
As to irhaginary and artificial pleafures, wt are 
philofophers enough to defpife them. What fay 
you ? Will you leave your Hibernian flock to 
fome other fliepherd, and tranfplant yourfclf 
with me into the middle of the Atlantic ocean ? 
We will form a fociety more reafonable, and 
more ufeful, than that of Dr Berkeley's College t 
And I promife you folemnly, as fupreme magi- 
ftrate, not to fufFcr the currency of Wood's half* 
pence ; nay, the coiner of them fhall be hanged, 
if he prefumes to fet his foot on our ifland. 

K k 3 Let 

fclc^ed by himfcJf, were incorporated ; but the defign mifcar- 
ricd for want of money. The lydern of Mallcbranche here re- 
ferred to, was, " That our ideas are dillincft from our undcr- 
ftanding, and that we fee all things in God." In other words^ 
that material objects are not the caufes of our ideas. Berkeley, 
in the early part of his life, wrote a diflcrtation againft the 
cxiftence of material beings, and external objefts, with fuch 
fubtilty, that Whifton acknowledged himfelf unable to confute 
it, and recommended the tafk to Dr Clarke. The Do^or," 
however, did not perform it ; and the diflcrtation remains un- 
anfwered to this time, except what has been attempted by 
Baxter,^ his Tieatifc on the Soul. 

Bayle fays, that Mallebranche*s fyftem was only that of Dc- 
mocritus, amended and unfolded. 

See a farther account of Dr Berkeley, in a letter from Swift 
to Lord Carteret, dated September 3d, 1724, lately publilhed 
in two pollhumous volumes by Mr Deane Swift. 
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Let me hear how you are, and what you do ; 
and if you really have any latent kindnefs ftill at 
the bottom of your heart for me, fay fomethiog 
very kind to me, for I don't diflike being cajoled. 
If your heart tells you nothing, fay nothing, 
that I may take the hint, and wean myfelf from 
you by degrees. Whether I fhall compafs it or 
no, God knows : But, furely this is the propereft 
place in the world, to renounce friendfhip in, or 
to forget obligations. Mr Ford fays, he will be 
with us again by the b/ginning of the Winter. 
Your Star * will probably hinder you from tak- 
ing the fame journey. Adieu, dear Dean. I 
had fomething more to fay to you, almoft as 
important as what I have faid already ; but com- 
pany comes in upon me, and relieves you« 



LETTER CX^CXXXVIL 

EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dover-JIreet^ J^h '^^^ ^7^S' 

MR Clayton going to Ireland, I take the 
opportunity of writing to you ; in the 
firfl place to tell you^ that I am ready to make 
good my promife, which I made, of fending you 
a picture of my father. The painter has done 
his part, fo that the pifture is now ready ; but I 

\ do 

* Mrs Jolyifon, the Lady whom he celebrated hy the name 
df Stella. 
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do not know how to fend it to you fafc. You 
did tell me a gentleman (hould call ; where he 
Kves, or who he is, I know not. I am very 
deiirous you (hould have it, becaufe it has been 
fo long coming ; and I am very ambitious of do^ 
ing any thing that may in the leafl: be agreeable 
to you. You had heard of this fooner, but I 
have been for three months out of town; I made 
a long progrefs, even beyond Edinburgh fifty 
miles. 

I enquire of you fometimes of Dean Berkeley *: 
I was forry to hear that you were troubled with 
that melancholy diftemper, the want of hearing, 
although in fome cafes it is good 5 but one would 
have it in one's power to hear, or not hear, as 
it fuits beft with one's inclinations. 

I am alfo forry 'that there is no mention made 
of any defign of your coming into England. I 
long much for it, and do flatter myfelf with the 
thoughts of feeing you under my roof, where 
you fhall execute more authority than I will allow 

to belong to any bifliops made fince. Do not 

lay afide all thoughts of coming over 5 change of 
air may do you good, as well as the voyage. I 
thank God your fifter is very well, confidering 
the way (he is in ; I hope in two months, or 
thereabouts, flie will be much better : She pre- 
fents her humble fervice to you. Peggy is very 
well. 

Pope 

* Dr Berkeley was then Dean of Derry. 
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Pope is well, I fuppofe ; he is rambling about 
the country. I have the pleafure of feeing a 
pifture, which is very like you, every day, and is 
as good a picture as ever Jarviis painted.' I am, 
Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant and 
brother, OXFORD. 



LETTER CCCXXXVIII. 

EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dover-Jlreety Jug. 30, 1725. 

I RECEIVED the favour of your letter •, I am 
vexed that the trifle of the ring fhould not 
have reached you. I found where the fault lay 5 
I hope you will foon receive both the pifture and 
the ring fafe : I have ordered them to the care 
of Erafmus Lewis, Efq; our old friend ; and he 
is a pun£hial man, and is well acquainted with 
Mr Ford, and my Lord Arran^s chaplain, Mr 
Charleton ^ fo I hope this method will not foil 
that I have now taken. I would not be wanting 
ip the lead trifle, by which I might (hew the 
value and eflecm 1 have, and alwsiys muft and 
will have, for you. 

The pidlurc I have of you, is the fame which 
Mr Jarvis drew of you in Ireland, and it is very 
like you, and is a very good pifture 5 though Mr 
Jarvis is honoured with the place of his Majefty's 
painter, he cannot paint a pifture 1 ihall fo much 
value, as I do that of the Dean of Sc Patrick's. 

My 
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My old fellow-collegiate has done fo right a 
thing, as to prefer one of your recommendation. 
I am. Sir, your mod obedient humble fervant, 

OXFORD. 

My wife fends her compliments to you ; fhc 
is as well as can be expeAed. 



L E T T E R^ CCCXXXIX- 
george -rochford, esq^; to dr swift. 

Dear Sir, 

IFIMD myfelf ftand in need of the advice I 
beftowed on you t'other night ; and therefore, 
if you have not got rid of your cold, 1 would pre- 
fcribe a fmall jaunt * to Belcamp this morning. 
If you find yourfelf thus difpofed, I will wait for 
you here in my boots : The weather may perhaps 
look gloomy at the deanry ; but I can aflure you 
it is a fine day in this parifh f, where we fet up 
for as good taftes as our neighbours : To convince 
you of mine, I fend you this invitation. I am, 
dear Sir, your much obliged and obedient fervant, 
GEORGE ROCHFORD. 

Wednefday Mornings 
Sept. 9, 1725. 

LET- 

• Dr Gratton's, about five miles from Dublin, 
t St Mary's pariih, about a mile from the deanry. 
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LETTER CCCXL.- 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

^i/ca, Sept. II, I72y. 

IF you are indeed a difcarded courtier, you 
have reafon to complain, but none at all to 
wonder. You are too young, for many experi- 
ences to fall in your way; yet you have read 
enough, to make you know the nature of man. 
It is fafcr for a m^n*s intereft to blafpheme God, 
than to be of a party out of power, or even to be 
thought fo. And (ince the laft was the cafe, how 
could you imagine, that all mouths would not be 
open when you were received, and in fome man- 
ner preferred by the government, though in a 
poor way ? 1 tell you, there is hardly a Whig in 
Ireland, who would allow a potatoe and butter- 
milk to a reputed Tory. Neither is there any 
thing in your countrymen upon this article, more 
than what is common in all other nations, only 
quoad tnagis et minus* Too much advertancy is . 
not your talent, or elfe you had fled from that 
text, as from a rock *. For, as Don Quixote 
faid to Sancho, what bufinefs had you to fpeak 
of a halter, in a family where one of it was hang- 
ed.^ 

• " Sufficient tp the day is the evil. thereof ;*' on which Dr 
Sheridan preached at his parifli-church on the I ft of Auguft. 
See a vindication ef his Excellency John Lord Carteret,- vol. iv. 
p. 136. Hawkef, 
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cd ? And your innocence is a proteftion that wife 
men are afhamed to rely on, further than with 
God. It is indeed againft common fenfe, to 
think, that you fliould chufe fuch a time, when 
you had received a favour from the Lord Lieute- 
nant, and had reafon to /expedl more, to difcover 
your difloyahy in the pulpit. But what will that 
avail ? Therefore fit down and be quiet, and 
mind your bufinefs as you fhould do, and con- 
trail your friendftiips, and expert no more from 
man, than fuch ah animal is capable of; and you 
will every day find my defcription of Yahoos more 
refembling. You ftiould think and deal with every 
man as a villain, without calling him fo, or flying 
from him, or valuing him lefs. This is an old 
true leflbn. You believe every one will acquit you 
of any regard to temporal intercft 5 and how came 
you to claim an exemption from all mankind ? I 
believe you value your temporal intercft as much 
as any body, but you have not the arts of purfuing 
it. You are miftaken. Domeftic evils are no 
more within a man, than others ; and he who can- 
not bear up againft the firft, will fink under the 
fecond : And, in my confcierice, I believe this is 
your cafe 5 for being of a weak conftitution, in 
an employment precarious and tirefome, loaden 
with children, cum uxore neque lent neque commoda^ 
a man of intent and abftradled thinking, inflaved 
by mathematics and complaint of the world, this 
new weight of party-malice hath ftruck you down, 
like a feather on a horfe's back, already loaden as 

far 
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far as he is able to bear. Tou ought to change 
the Apoftlc's expreffion, and fay, I will ftrive to 
learn in whatever ftate, &c:. 

I will bear none of your vifions ; you fhall live 
at Quilca but three fortnights and a month in the 
year, perhaps not fo much. You fhall make no 
entertainments, but what are ne^effary to your inte- 
refts •, for your true friends would rather fee you • 
over a piece of mutton and a bottle once a-quar- 
tcr. You fhall be merry at the cxpence ofi others ; 
you fhall take care of your health, and go early to 
bed, and not read late at night ; and laugh with 
^11 men, without trufling any: And then a fig 
for the contrivers of your ruin, who now have 
no further thoughts, than to flop your progrefs, 
which perhaps they may not compafs, unlefs I am 
deceived more than is ufual. All this you will do, 
ft mihi credisy and not dream of printing your fer- 
mon, which is a projeft abounding with objec- 
tions unanfwerablej and with which I could fill 
this letter. You fay nothing of having preached 
before the Lord Lieutenant, nor whether he is 
altered towards you ; for you fpeak nothing but 
generals. You think all the world has now no- 
thing to do, but to pull Mr Sheridan down; 
whereas it is nothing but a flap in your turn, and 
away. Lord Oxford faid once to me on an occafion, 
Thefe fools, becaufe they hear a noife about their 
cars of their own making, think the whble world 
is full of it. — When I come to town, we will 
change all this fcene, and aft like men of the 

wprld. 
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irorld. Grow rich, and you will have no ene- 
mies. Go fomctimes to the caftle ; keep faft Mr 
Tickell and Ballaguer * ; frequent thofe on the 
right fide, friends to the prelent power ; drop 
thofe who are loud on the wrong party, becauft 
'thej know they can fuffer nothing by it. 



LETTER CCCXLI. 

Sept. 14, 1725. 

1NEED not tell you with what real delight I 
fhould have done any thing you delired ; 
and in particular, any good offices in my power, 
to^rds the bearer of your letter, who is this day 
gone for France. Perhaps it is with poets as with 
jprophets ; they are fo much better liked in ano- 
ther country, than their own, that your gentle- 
man, upon arriving in England, loft his curiofity 
Concerning me. However, hid he tried, he had 
found me his friend ; I mean he had found mc 
your's. I am difappointed at not knowing bet- 
ter a man whom you efleem, and comfort my- 
felf only with having got a letter from you ; 
with which, after all, I fit down a gainer ; fince, 
to niy great pleafure, it confirms my hope of 
once more feeing you. After fo many difperfions, 
and fo many divifions, two or three of us may 
yet be gathered . together ; not to plot, not to 
Vol. XV. L 1 contrive 

♦ Private fccrctary to his Excellenq' the Lord Carteret, Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. Dub. cdity 
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contrive filly fchemcs of ambition, or to vex our 
own, or others hearts, with, bufy vanities, (fuch 
as perhaps at one time of life or other, take their 
torn' in every man) ; but to divert ourfclves, and 
the world too if it plcafes, or at worft, to laugh 
at others, as innocently, and as unhurtfully, as at 
ourfclves. Your travels * I hear much of ; my 
own, I promife you, (hall never more be in a 
llrangc land, but a diligent, I hope ufeful, invef- 
tigation of my own territories. I mean no more 
tranflations, but fomething domeftic, fit for my 
own country, and for my own time f. 

If you come to us. Til find you elderly ladies 
enough that can halloo, and two that can nurfc, 
and they are too old and feeble to make too much 
noife-, as you will guefs, when I tell you they are 
my own mother and my own nurfe. 1 can alfo 
help you to a Udy, who is as deaf, though not (o 
old, as yourfclf ; you'll be pleafed with one ano- 
ther, ril engage, though you don't hear one ano- 
ther ; you'll conv^rfe like fpirits, by intuition. 
What you'll mod wonder at, is,^ fhe is confidcr- 
able at Court, yet no party-woman ; and lives in 
Court, yet would be eafy, and make you eafy. 

One of thofe you mention, (and I dare fay always 
will remember), Dr Arbuthnott is at this time ill 
of a very dangerous diftemper, an impofthume in 
the bowels ; which is broke, but the event is very 
uncertain. Whatever that be, (he bids me tell 
you, and I write this by him), he lives or dies 

your 

* GviUitcc. f The EfTay on Man. 
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your faithful friend ; and one reafon he has to 
deiire a little longer life, is the wifti to fee you 
, once more. 

He is gay enough in this circumftancc to tell 
you, he would give you, (if he could) fuch ad- 
vice as might cure your deafncfs ; but he would 
not advife you, if you were cured, to quit the 
pretence of it, becaufe you may, by that means, 
hear as much. as you will, and anfwer as little as. . 
you pleafe. Believe me, 

Your's, &Ci 



LETTER CCCXLIL 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

^tica^ Sept. 19, 1725* 

WE have prevailed with Neal, in fpiteW 
his harveft, to carry up Mifs, with 
your directions \ and it is high time, for fhe was 
run almoft wild, though we have fomething civi- 
lized^ her fince {he came among us. You are too 
fhort in circumftances. 1 did not hear you was 
^forbid preaching. Have you feen my Lord? 
Who forbade you to preach ? Are you no longer 
chaplain ? Do you never go to the caftle ? Are you 
certain of the accufer, that it is Tighe ? Do you 
think my Lord a£ls thus, becaufe he fears it would 
breed ill-humour, if he fhould openly favour one 
who is looked on as of a different party ; I think 
' !• 1 2 tkat 
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that it is too mean for him. I do not much dit 
approve your letter, but I think it a wrong me* 
' thod. Pray read over the inclofed twice ; and if 
you do not diflike it, let it be fcht, (not, by a fer- 
vant of your's, nor from you) ta Mr Tickell. 
There the cafe is fbated as well as I could do it in 
generals, for want of kno\^ng particulars. Whea 
J come to town, 1 ihall fee the Lord Lieutenant, 
and be as free with him as poffible. In the mean 
time, I believe it may keep cold ; however, advife 
with Mr Tickell and Mr Balaguer. I fliould fancy, 
that the Bifliop of Limerick * could eafily fatisfy 
his Excellency, and that my Lord Lieutenant be- 
lieves no more of yonc guilt than I : And there- 
fore it can be nothing but to fatisfy the noife of 
party at this junfture, that he afts as he does ; 
and if fo, (as I am confident it is), the effect will 
ceaCc with the caufe. But, without doubt, Tighc 
urfd otliers have dinned the word Torry and Ja- 
cobite into his Excellency's cars; and therefore 
your text, &c- was -only made ufe of as an oppor- 
tunity. 

Upon the whole matter, you ai-e ao lofcr, but 
•aft leaft [have got fomethnng. Therefore be not 
like him who hanged himfelf, bcc^fe, going in- 
to a gaming-lK>iafe, and winning ten thoufand 
pounds, he loft five r^b,^ i^i^^^l ,of it, and came 
away with only hatf his winnings. When my 
Lord is in London, we may clear a way to him, 
to do you another job, arid you are young enough 
to wait» . . ^ 

Wc 

• Dr William -Burfcwi. 
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Wc fet out to Dublin on Monday the 5th of 
Oftober, and hope to fup at the deanry the next 
night 5 where you will come to us, if you arc not 
already engaged. 

I am grown a bad bailift' towards^ the end of 
my fervice. Your hay is well brought in, and 
better flacked than ufual. All here are well. 

I know not what you mean by my having fomc 
fport ibon-, I hope it is no fport that will vex me. 

Pray do not forget to feal the inclofed before 
you fend it, 

I fend you back your letter to the Lord LieutCr- 
nant. 



L E T T E R CCCXLIIL 

Dr' SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

^ilca. Sept, 25^ 1725. 

YOUR confuffon hindered you from givitig 
aiiy rational account of your diiVrefs, tiFl 
this laft letter ; and therein you are imperfect 
enough. However, with much ado we have 
now a tolerable linderftanding how things ftand. 
We had a paper fent inclofed, fubfcribcd by Mr 
FoTd, as we fuppofe : Ij is in print, and we all 
approve it 5 and u.ia ': I'tppofe is the fport I was 
to expedl:. I do think it is agi-eed, that ^11 ani- 
mals fight with the weapons natural to them, 
{which is a new and wife remark out of my own^ 
L I 3 head) ; 
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head); and the devil take that animal who will 
not offend his enemy, when he is provoked, with 
his proper weapon; and though your old dull 
horfe litde values the blows I give him with the 
butt end of my ftick, yet I ftrike on, and make 
him wince in fpite of his dulnefs ; and he (hall 
not fail of them while I am here ; and I hope 
you will do fo too to the beaft who has kicked 
againft you, and try how far his. infenfibility 
will protedt him ; and you fliall have help, and 
he will be vexed ; for fo I found your horfe 
this day, though he would not move the fafter. 
I will kill that flea or loufe which bites me, thof 
I get no honour by it. 

Laudari ab its quos omnes laudanty is a maxim ; 
and the contrary is equally true. Thank you 
for the offer of your mare ; and how a pox could 
we come without her ? They pulled off hcr's and 
your horfe's ftioes for fear of being rode, and 
then they rode them without fhoes, and fo I was 
forced to (hoe them again. All the fellows here 
would be Tighes,. if they were but privy coun- 
fellors. You will never be at eafe for your 
friends horfes o^ your own, till you have walled 
in a park of twenty acres, which I would have 
done next Spring. 

You fay not a word of the letter I fent you for 
Mr Tickell, whether you fent it him or no ; and 
yet it was very material that I fhould know it. 
The two devils of inadvertency and forgetfulnefs 
have got fail hold on you. I think you need not 

quit 
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quit his and Balaguer's company, for the rca- 
fon I mentioned in that letter ; becaufe they aire 
above fufpicions, as njuhtggijfflmi and unfufpeBiJftmu 
"When the Lord Lieutenant goes for England, I 
have a method to fet you right with him, I 
hope ; as I will tell you when I come to town, 
if I do not Sheridan it, I mean forget it. 

I did a Sheridanifm ; I told you I had loft 
your letter inclofed, which you intended to Lord 
Carteret, and yet I- have it fafe here. 



LETTER CCCXLIV. 

£ROM DR SWIET. 

Sept. 29, 1725;. 

I AM now returning to the noble fcene of 
Dublin, into the grand monde, for fear of 
burying my parts 5 to fignalize myfelf among 
curates and vicars, and correft all corruptions 
crept in relating to the weight of bread and but- 
ter, through thofe dominions where I govern. 
I have employed my time (befides ditching) in 
finifhing, correfting, amending, and tranfbrib- 
rng my travels *, in four parts complete, newly 
augmented, and intended for the prefs when the 
world fhall deferve them, or rather when a prin- 
ter fliall be found brave enough to venture his 
cars. I like the fcheme of our meeting after 

diflrcflis 
• Gulliver's Travels. 
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diftreflcs and difperfians : But the chief end I 
propofe to myfclf in all labours, i^ to vex the 
world, rather than divert it ; and if i could com- 
pafs that dcfign, without hurting my own perfon 
or fortune, I would be the moft indtfatigabte 
writer you have cvei- feep, without reading. I 
am exceedingly pleafed that you have done with 
tranflatiojis^ Lord Treafurer Oxford often la- 
mented, that a rafcally world Qiould lay you un- 
der a neceffity of mif-employing your genius for 
fo long a time. But fince you will now be fo 
much better employed, when you think of the 
world,, give it one la-fh the more at my requeft. 
I have ever hated all nations, profeflions, and 
jEommunities 5 and »H my love is towards indivi- 
duals. For inftance, I hate the tribe of lawyers j 
but I love Counfellor fuch a one, and Judge fuch 
a one. 'Tis fo with phyficians, (I will not fpeak 
of my own trade), foldiers, Englifh, Scotch, 
French, and the reft. But principally I hate and 
deteft that animal called rnaft^ although I hear- 
tily love John,^ Peter, Thomas, and fo forth. 
This is the fyllem upon which I have governed 
myfelf many years, (but do not tell) ; and fo I 
Ihall go on till I have done with them. I have 
got materials towards a treatife, proving the fal- 
fity of that definition animal rationale^ and to Ihew 
it Ihould be only raiionis capax. ' Upon this great 
foundation of mifanthropy (though not in Ti- 
mon's manner) the whole building of my travels 
is crefted y and I never will have peace of mind, 

till 
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till all honeft men are of my opinion. By confe- 
quence you are to embrace it immediately, and 
procure that all who deferve my efteem, may do 
(6 too. The matter is fo clear, that It will admit 
of no difpute j nay, I will bold a himdred pound« 
that you and I agree in the point. 

I did not know your Odyiley was finifbed, 
being yet in the country, which f fhall leave in 
three days. I thank you kindly for the prcfcnt ; 
but ihall like it three-fourths the lefe^ for the 
mixture yoii mention of other hands : However 
I am glad you faved yourfelf fo much drudgery. 

— ^I have been long told by Mr Foixi, of your 

great atchievements in building and planting, and 
eCpecially of your fubterranean paiflage to your 
garden, wher-eby you turned a blunder into a 
)>eauty, which is a piece of ars poeUca. 

I have almod done with Harridans, and &aU 
foon become old cnoqgh to fill in love with girU 
of fourteen. The lady whom you defcribed t^ 
live at Court, to bu deaf, Sind ao -^party-womau, 
I take to be mythology, but know not how -to 
moralize it. She cannot be Mercy ; for Mercy is 
ndtber deaf, nor lives at Court : Juilice is blind^ 
and perhaps deaf; but ii[e]ther is ike a court- 
lady : Fortune is both blind and <leaf, and a 
court-lady; but then ihe is a moft damnabit 
party-woman, and will never make me eafy, as 
you promife. it muft be Riches^ which anfwers 
all your defcription. I am glad flie vifits you ; 
but my voice is ^fo weak, that I <loubt (he will 
never hear me. 

Mr 
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Mr Lewis fent me an account of Dr Arbuth- 
nott's illncfs ; which is a very fenfiblc affliction 
to me, who, by living fo long out of the world, 
have lod that hardnefs of heart contrA^kcd by 
years and general converfation. I am daily lofiog 
friends, and neither feeking nor getting others. 
Oh, if the world had but a dozen of Arbuth-' 
notts in it, I would burn my travels 1 but how- 
ever he is not without fault. There is a paflage 
in Bede, highly commending the piety and learn- 
ing of the Irifli in that age ; where, after abun- 
dance -of praifes, he overthrows them all, bj 
lamenting that, alas ! they kept Eafter at a wrong 
time of the year. So our Doftdr has. every 
quality and virtue that can make a man amiable 
or ufcful ; but alas ! he hath a fort of flouch in 
his walk : I pray God proteft him, for he is an 
excellent chriftian, though not a catholic. 

I hear nothing of our friend Gay, but I find 
the Court keeps him at hard meat. I advifcd 
him to come over with a Lord Lieutenant. Phi- 
lips writes little flams (as Lord Leicefter called 
thofe fort of vcrfes) on Mifs Carteret. A Dub- 
lin blackfmith, a great poet, hath imitated his 
manner, in a poem to the fame Mifs. Philips is a 
complainer ; and on this occafion I told Lord 
Carteret, that complainers never fucceeded at 
Court, though railers do. 

Are you altogether a country-gentleman, that 
I muft addrefs to you out of London, to the 
hazard of your lofing thb precious letter, which 
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I will now conclude, although fo much paper is 
left ? I have an ill naQie, and therefore fhall not 
fubfcribe it ; but you will giicfs it comes from 
one who efteems and loves you, about half as 
much as you dcferve, I mean as much as he can. 
I am in great concern at what I am juft told 
is in fome of the news-papers, that Lord £oling-i 
broke is much hurt by a fall in liunting. I am 
glad he has fo much youth and vigour left, (of 
which he liath not been thrifty) 5 but I wonder 
he has no more difcretion. 
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OBoher 15. 1725. 

I AM wondeffvilly pleafed with the fuddenneft 
of your kind anfwer. It makes me hope 
you are coming towards us, and that you incline 
more and more to your old friends, in propor- 
tion as you dra\^ nearer to them, and are get- 
ting into our vortex. Hete is one who was once 
a powerful planet, but has now (after long expe- 
rience of all that comes of fliining) learned to be 
content, with returning to his firft point, with- 
out the thought or ambition of fliining at all. 
Here is another, who thinks one of the grcateft 
glories of his father was to have dlftingufhed and 
loved you, and who loves you heceditarily. Here 
is Arbuthnott, recovered from the jaws of death, 
and more pleafed with the hope of feeing you 

again, 
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again, than of reviewing a world ; every part oP 
which he iias long defpifed, but what is made up 
of a few men like yourfelf. He goes abroad 
again, and is more chearful than even health can 
make a man ; for he has a good, confcience into 
the bargain, (which is the moft catholic of all 
remedies, though not the moft univerfal). I 
knew it would be a pleafure to you to hear ^ 
and in truth that made me write fo foon. to yo«* 
I am forry poor P. is not promoted in thii 
age ; for certainly if his reward be of the ncxi^ 
he is of all poets the moft miferable. Fm alfo 
forry for another reafon ; if they don^t propaotc 
him, they'll fpoil the conclufion of one of my 
fatires, where, having endeavoured to coiTcft the 
tafteof the town in wit and criticifm, I end 
thus: 

But what avails to lay down rules for fenfc ? 

In 's reign thefe fruitlefs lines were writ, 

When Ambrofe Philips was preferred for wit! 

Our friend Gay is ufed as the friends of Tories 
are by Whigs (and generally by Tories too.) Bc- 
caufe he had humour, he was fuppofed. to have 
dealt with Dv Swift ; in like manner a$ whffl 
dXij one had learning formerly, he was^ though 
to have dealt with the devil. He puts his whole 
truft at Court, in that Lad yk whom I defcribedto 
you, and whom you take to be an ailegorical 
creature of fancy. I wifh flie really were richer 
for his fake ; though, as for your's, I queftioo 
I . whether 
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■whether (if you knew her) you would change 
her for the other. 

Lord Bolingbroke had not the leaft harm by 
his fall. I wifli he had received no more by his 
other fall. Lord Oxford had none by his. But 
Lord Bolingbroke is the moft iiivproved mind fince 
you faw him, that ever was improved, withoift 
fliifting into a new body or being : Paulo minus 
ab angelis. I have often imagined to myfelf, that 
if ever all of us meet again, after fo many varie- 
ties and changes, after fo much of the old world 
and of the old man in each of us has been altered^ 
that fcarce a fingle thought of the one, any 
more than a fingle atom of the other, remains 
juft the fame ; I've fancied, I fay, that we fliould 
meet like the righteous in the millennium, quite 
in peace, divefted of all our former pafiions, fmiling 
at our paft follies, and content to enjoy the king- 
dom of the juft in tranquillity. But I find you 
would rather be emj^loyed as an avenging angel 
of wrath, to break your vial of indignation over 
the heads of the wretched creatures of this world ; 
nay, would make them eat your book, which you 
have made, I doubt not, as bitter a pill for them 
as poflible. 

I won't tell you what defigns 1 have in my 

head (befides writing a fet of maxims in oppofi- 

lion to all Roche foucault's principles *) till I fee 

Vol. XV. M m you 

* Tliis was only faid as an oblique reproof of the horrid 
mifanthropy in the foregoing Utter; and which he fuppofcd 
might be chiefly occafioned by the Dean's fondnefs for Rochc- 
foucault, wlvofc maxims are founded on the p-.inciplc of an 
univcrfal fcltilbncfs in human nature. Wdrh, 
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you here, facCxto face. Then you fliall have no 
reafon to complain of me, for want of a gene- 
rous difdain of this world, though I have not 
loft my ears in your's and their fervice. Lord 
Oxford too (whom 1 have now the third time 
mentioned in this letter, and he deferves to be 
always mentioned in every thing that is addreffed 
to you, or comes from you) expe£ls you : That 
ought to be enough to bring you hither j 'tis a 
better reafon than if the nation expelled you. . 
For I really enter as fully as you can defirc, into 
your principle of love of individuals ; and I 
think the way to have a public fpirit, is firft to 
have a private one : For who can believe, (faid 
a friend of mine,) that any man can care for a 
hundred thoufand people, who never cared for 
one ? No ill-humoured man can ever be a pa- 
triot, any more than a friend. 

I defigned to have left the following page for 
Dr Arbuthnott to fill ; but he is fo touched 
with the period in your's to me concerning him, 
that he intends to anfwer jt by a whofe letter. 
lie too is bufy about a book, which I guefs he 
will tell you of. So adieu. — What remains worth 
telling you ? Dean Berkeley is well, and happy io 
the profecution of his fcheme. Lord Oxford and 
Lord Rolingbroke in health ; Duke Difncy fo* 
alfo ; Sir William Wyndham better ; Lord Ba- 
thurft well. Thefe, and fome others, preferve 
their ancient honour, and ancient friend(hip. 

Thofe who do neither, if they were d d, 

what 
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what is it to a Proteftant pr'efl-j who has nothing 
to do with the dead ? I anlwer, for my own 
part, as a Papift, I would not pray them out of 
purgatory. 

My name is as bad an one as your's, and hated 
by all bad poets, from Hopkins and Sternhold to 
Gildon and Cibber. The firft prayed againft mc 
with the Turk, and a modern imitator of their's 
(whom*! leave to you to find out) has added the 
Chriftian to them, with proper definitions of 
each, in this manner : 

The Pope's the whore of Babylofi, 

The Turk he is a Jew ; 
The Chriftian is an Infidel 

That fitteth in a pew. 



LETTER CCCXLVI. 

DB. AKBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 

Dear Sir, London^ OH. 17, 1725^. 

IH AVE the vanity to think, that a few friends 
have a real concern for me, and are uncafy 
when I am in diftrefs ; in confequcnce of which, 
I ought to communicate with them the joy of my 
recovery. I did not want a moft kind paragraph 
in your letter to Mr Pope, to convince me, that 
you are of the number ; and I know, that I 
give you a fenfible pleafure, in teUing you, that I 
M m 2 think 
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think myfelf at this time almoft perfeftly recover*- 
cd of a moft unufual and dangerous diftemper, 
an impofthume in the bowels ; fuch a one, that 
had it been in the hands of a chirurgeon, in an 
outward and flefliy part, I (hould not have been 
well thefe three months. Duke Difney, our old 
friend, is in a fair way to recover of fuch an- 
other. There have been feveral of them occa-^. 
fioned, as I reckon, by the cold and wetTeafon. 
People have told me of new impojlures (as they 
call them) every day. Poor Sir William Wynd- 
ham is an impojlure : I hope the Bath, where he 
is going, will do him good. The hopes of fee- 
ing once more the Dean of St Patrick's, revives 
my fpirits. I cannot help imagining fome of 
your old club met together, like mariners after a 
ftorm. For God's fake, do not tantalize youc 
friends any more. I can prove by twenty unan- 
fwerable arguments, that it is abfolutely neceflary, 
that you fhould come over to England ; that it 
would be committing the greateft abfurdity that 
ever \vas, not to do it the next approaching Win- 
ter. I believe, indeed, it is juft poffible to fave 
your foul without it, and that is all. As for 
ydur book * (of which I have framed to myfelf 
fuch an idea, that I am perfuaded, there is no 
doing any good upon mankind without itj I will 
fet the letters myfelf, rather than it fliould not 
be publiftied. But before you put the finifliing 
hand to it, it is really neceflary to be acquainted 

with 
♦ Gulliver's Travels. 
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with fome new improvements of mankind, that 
have appeared of late, and are daily appearing. 
Mankind has an inexhauftible fource of inven- 
tion in the way of folly and madnefs. I have 
only one fear, that when you come over, you will 
be fo much coveted and taken up by the mini- 
flry ; that unlefs your friends meet you at their 
tables, they will have none of jour company. 
This '^ really no joke ; I am quite in earneft. 
Your deafnefs is fo neccflary a thing, that . I al- 
mofl begin to think it an afFeftation. I remem- 
ber you ufed to reckon dinners. I know of near 
half-a-year's dinners, where you are already be- 
fpoke. It is worth your while to come to fee 
your- old friend Lewis, who is wifci* than ever he 
was, "the beft of hufbands. I am fure I can fay 
from my own experience, that he is the beft of 
friends. He was fo to me, when he had little 
hope I fhould ever live to thank him. 

You muft acquaint me, before you take your 
journey, that we may provide a convenient lodg- 
ing for you amongft your friends. I am called 
away this moment, and have only time to add, 
that I love and long to fee you ; and am moft 
iincerely, dear Sir, your moft faithful humble 
fervant, 

J. ARBUTHNOTT. 



M m 3 LET- 
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LETTER CCCXLVn. 

EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dover-^reet, OSf» 19, 1725. 

I HOPE you will excufe thefe few lines for 
once, when I tell you that yefterday morn- 
ing, I thank God, my wife was fafely denvered 
of a Ton, and both mother and child are as well 
as can be expected. I fancy this will not be dis- 
agreeable news to the Dean of St Patrick's, ex- 
cept he be very much altered, which I believe 
not. I will not trouble you with any mbre, but 
to tell you, that T am, with great refpcft. Sir, your 
moft obedient humble fervant, OXFORD, 

LETTER CCCXLVIIL 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

Nov. 26, 1725. 

I SHOULD fooner have acknowledged your's, 
if a feverifh diforder, and the relics of it, 
had not difabled me for a fortnight. # I now be- 
gin to make excufes, becaufe I hope I am pretty 
near feaing you, and therefore I would cultivate 
an acquaintance : Becaufe if you do not know me 
when we meet, you need only keep one of my 
letters, and compare it with my face, for my face 

and 
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and letters are counter-parts of my heart. I fear 
I have. not expreffed that right ; but I mean well, 
and I hate blots. I look in your letter, and in my 
confcience you fay the fame thing, but in a bettCF 
manner. Pray tell my Lord Bolingbroke, that I 
wifh he were banifhed again ; for then I fhould 
hear from him, when he was full of philofophy, 
and talked de contemptu mundu My Lord Oxford 
was fo extremely kind, as to write ta* me imme- 
diately on account of his fon's birth ; which I 
immediately acknowledged ; but before my letter 
could reach him, I wifhed it in the fea. I hbpe 
I was more afflidled than his Lord (hip. ^Tis 
hard that parfons and beggars fliould be over-run 
with brats, while fo great and good a family wants 
an heir to continue it. I have received his fa- 
ther's pidlure ; but I lament (fuhfigillo confejftonis ) 
that it is not fo true a refemblance as I could wifh* 
Drown the world ! I am not content with defpif- 
ing it ; but I would anger it, if I could with fafe- 
ty. I wifh there were an hofpital built for its de- 
fpifers, where one might a6i: with fafety 5 and it 
need not be a large building, only I would have 
it well endowed. P** \sfort chancellant, whether 
he fliall turn parfon or no. But all employments 
here are engaged, or in reverfion. ' Caft wits and 
cafl beaux have a proper fan<Stuary in the church ; 
yet we think it a fevere judgment, that a fine gen- 
tleman, and fo much the finer for hating ecclefi- 
aflics, fhould be a domeflic humble retainer to an 
Irifli prelate. He is neither fecretary nor gentle- 

mau' 
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man-uflier, yet ferves in both capacities. He hath 
publiQied fcveral reafons why he never came to 
fee me ; but the beft is, ihart I have not waited 
on his Lordfliip. We have had a poem fent from 
London, in imitation of that on Mifs Carteret. 
It is on Mifs ilarvey, of a day old 5 and we fay 
and think it is your's. I wifli it were not, becaufe 

I am againft monopolies. You might have 

fpared me a few more lines of your fatire, but I 
hope in a few moiiths to fee it all. To hear boys 
like you talk of millenniums and tranquillity ! I 
am older by thirty years. Lord Bolingbroke by 
twenty, and you but by ten, than when we laft 
were together ; and we fhould diflir more thaa- 
cver \ you coquetting a maid of honour, my 
Lord looking on to fee hOw the gamefters play, 
and I railing at you both. I dcfire you and all my 
friends will take a fpecial care, that my difaffedlion 
to the world may not be imputed to my age ; for I 
have credible witnefles ready to depofe, that it 
hath never varied from the twenty-firft to the 
f_ty-eighth year of my life, (pray fill that blank 
charitably). I tell you, after all, that I do not 
hate mankind : It is vous autres who hate them, 
becaufe you would have them reafonable ani- 
mals, and are angry at being difappointed. I have 
always rejefted that definition, and made another 

of my own. I am no more angry with ;, than 

I was with the kite that laft week flew away with 
one of my chickens ; and yet I was pleafcd when 
one of my fervants fhot him two days after. This 

I 
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I fay, bccaufe you are fo hardy as to tell me of your 
intentions to write maxims in oppofition to Rochc- 
foucault, who is my favourite, becaufe I found 
my whole charafter in him * : However, I will 
read him again, becaufe it is pofllble I may have 
fince undergone fome alteration.—— Take care 
the bad poets do not out-wit you, as they have 
fcrved the good ones in every age, whom they 
have provoked to iranfmit their names to' pofte- 
rity, Maevius is as well known as Virgil ; and 
Gildon will be as well known as you, if his name 
gets into your ^verfes : And as to the difference 
between- good and bad fame, 'tis a perfeft trifle. 
I aik a thoufand pardons, and fo leave you for 
this time, and will write again, without concern- 
ing myfclf whether you write or no. 

^ * I am, &c- 



LETTER CCCXLIX. 

Dec. 10. 1725. 

I FIND myfelf the better acquainted with you 
for a long abfence, as men are with them« 
felves for a long afflidlion. Abfence does but 
hold off* a friend, to make one fee him the more 
tinily. I am infinitely more ple^fed t6 hear you 
are coming ncai' us, than at any thing you feem 
to think in my favoni* ; an opinion which has 

perhaps 

• This, methinks, is no great compliment to his own heart, 
Wark, 



\ 



418 DEAN 

perhaps been aggrandifed by the diftance or dul- 
nefs of Ireland, as objefts look larger through a 
medium of fogs: And yet I am infinitely pleafed 
with that too. I am much the happier for (find- 
ing a better thing than our wits) our judgments 
jump in the notion, that all fcribblers fliould be 
pafled by in filence. To vindicate one's felf a- 
gainft fuch nafty flander, is much as wii^ as it 
was in your countryman, when the people im- 
puted a ftink to him, to prove the contrary by 
fhewing his back-fide. So let Gildon and Philips 
reft in peace ! What had Virgil to do with M«- 
vius, that he fliould wear him upon his fleeve to 
all eternity, I don't know. I have been the long- 
er upon this, that I may prepare you for the re- 
ception both you and your works may poffibly 
meet in England. We^ your true acquaintance, 
will look upon you as a good man, and love 
you ; others will look upon you as a wit, and 
hate youi So you know the worft -, unlefs you 
are as vindiftive as Virgil, or the aforefaid Hiber- 
nian. 

I wifh as warmly as you for an hofpital, m 
which to lodge the defpifers of the world ; only 
I fear it would be filled wholly like Chelfca, with 
maimed foldiers, and fuch as bad been difabled 
in its fervice. I would rather have thofe, that, 
out of fuch generous principles as you and I, de- 
fpife it, fly in its face, then retire from it. Not 
that I have much anger againft the great ^ my 
ijpleen is at the little rjogues of it. It would vex 

ono 
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one more to be knocked on the head with a 
pifs-pot, than by a thunder-bolt. As to great op- " 
prcflbrs, they are like kites or eagles •, one expe<Els 
mifchief from them : But to be fquirted to death 
(as poor Wycherly faid to mc on his death-bed) 
by apothecaries apprentices, by the under-ftrap- 
pers of under-fecretaries to fecretaries who were 
no fecretaries, — this would provoke as dull a dog 
as Ph^ — s himfelf* 

So much for -enemies : Now for friends. Mr 

L thinks all this indifcreet : The Doftor 

not fo ; he loves mifchief the beft of any good- 
natured man in England. Lord B. is above 
trifling. When he writes of any thing ih this 
world, he is more than mortal : If ever he trifles^ 
it muji he when he turns a divine. Gay is writing 
tales for Prince William. I fuppofe Mr Philips 
will take this very ill, for two reafons ; one, that 
he thinks all childifh things belong to him ; and 
the other, becaufe he'll take it ill to be taught, 
that one may write things to a child without be- 
ing childifh. What have I more to add, but 
that Lord Oxford defires earneftly to fee you ; 
and that many others, whom you do not think 
the word of, will be gratified by it .? None more, 
be aflurcd, than 

Your's, &c. 

|. P. S. Pope and you are very great wits, and, 

f" I think, very indifferent philofophers. If you 

\ defpife the world as much as you pretend^ and 

Ik perhaps 
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perhaps believe, you would not be fo angry with 
it. The founder of your feft, that noble origi- 
nal whom you think it fo great an honour to 
refemble *, was a flave to the worft part of the 
world, to the Court 5 and all his big words were 
the language of a flighted lover, who defired no- 
thing fo much as a reconciliation, and feared 
nothing fo much as a rupture. I believe the 
the world hath ufed me as fcurvily as moft peo- 
ple ; and yet I could never find ST my heart to be 
thoroughly angry with the fimple, falfe, caprici- 
ous thing. I (hould blufli alike, to be difcover- 
cd fond of the world, or piqued at it. Your 
definition of animal rationis capaxy inftcad of the 
common one animal rationale^ will not bear exa- 
mination. Define but reafon, and you wiU fee 
why your diftindHon is no better than that of the 
pontiff Cotta, between mala ratio and bona ratio. 
But enough of this. Make us a vifit, and Fli 
fubfcribc to any fide of thefc important queftions 
which you pleafe. Wc differ lefs than you ima- 
gine perhaps,- when you wiihed me baniflied a- 
gain : But I am not lefs true to you, and to phi- 
lofophy in England, than I was in France. 

Your's, &c. B. 



I LET- 

* Seneca. 
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LETTER CCCL. 

AN ANSWER TO LORD PALMERSTOn's CIVIL 
POLITE LETTER. 

[So indorfed.] 
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My Lord, Jan. 31, 1725-6. 

DESIRE you will give yourfelf the laft trou- 
ble I fhall ever put you to. I do entirely 
acquit you of any injury or injufticc done to Mr 
Curtis * 5 and if you had read that paffage in my 
. letter a fecond time, you could not poffibly have 
fo ill underftood me. The injury and injufticc 
the young man received, were from thofe, who, 
claiming a title to his chambers, took away his 
key 5 and reviled, and ^ threatened to beat him ; 
with a great deal of the like monftrous conduft : 
Whereupon, at his requeft, I laid the cafe be- 
fore you f, as it appeared to me. And it would 
have been very ftrange, if, on account of a trifle, 
and of a perfon for whom 1 have no concim, 
further than as he was once employed by me, on 
the character he bears of piety and learning, I 

Vol. XV. N n fhould 

• A rcfident maftcr in Trinity college, whom the De^ 
made ore of the four minor canons of St Patrick's cathedraL 
Dub. edit. 

f Lord Vifcount Palmcrfton (nephew to Sir William Temple) 
had a right to bcftow two handforoc chambers in the univcrfity 
uf Dublin, upon fuch ftudcnts as he and his heirs Ihall thinlt 
proper, on account of the bcnc'faftions of this family towards 
the college-buildings. Dub. edft. 
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fhoulJ charge you wiih injury and injufticc to 
him, when I know from himfelf, and Mr Read- 
ing, that you were not anfwcrablc for cither. 

A» you ftate the cafe of tenant at will, I fully 
agree, that no law can compel you ; but law was 
not at all in my thoughts. 

Now, my Lord, if what I write of injury and 
injuftice, were wholly applied, in plain terms, to 
one or two of the college here, whofe names 
were below 'my remembrance ; yl!u will confider 
how I could deferve an anfwer, in every line, full 
of foul infinuations, open reproaches, jefting 
flirts, and Contumelious terms ; and what tide 
you claim to give me fuch treatment. I own my 
obligation to Sir William Temple *, for^ recom- 
mending me to the late King, although without 
fuccefs 'i and for his choice of me to take care of 
his pofthumous writings. But I hope you will 
not charge my being in his family, as an obliga- 
tion •, for I was educated to little purpofe, if I 
had chofcn his houfe on any other motives, than 
the^benefit of his converfation and advice, and 

the 

• After Mr Swift left the uniTerfity of Dublin, Sir William 
Temple (whofe father, Sir John Temple, Ma(ler of the Rolls 
in Ireland, had been a friend to the family) invited our young 
author to fpend fome time with him at Moor-park in England, 
for the fake of his converfation ; where he purfbed his ftudies 
through all the Greek and Roman hiilorians. Here it was he 
was introduced by his friend to Kinj William, when his Ma- 
jelly ufed to pay frequent viiits to that great mini(ler, after ht 
had retired from public bufinefs to his feat at "Moor-park. 
Dub. edit. — There is not the leaft reafon to believe, that Sir 
WilUam TcmpVc MtiL% V\^Xft^ V^^ X. William at Moor-park. H. 
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the opportunity of purfuing my ftudies. For, 
being born to no fortune, I was, at his death, as 
much to feek it" as .ever ; and perhaps you will 
allow, that 1 was of fome ufe to him. This I 
Will venture to fay, that in the time when I had 
fome little credit, I did fifty times more for fifty 
people, from whom I never received the leaft 
iei-vice or affiftance ; yet I fhould not be pleafed 
to hear a relation of mine reproaching them with 
ingratitude, although many of thenf wcU defervc 
it : For, thanks to party, I have met in both 
kingdoms with ingratitude enough. 

If I have been ill informed, you have not been 
much better,, that I declared no great regard to 
your family ; for fo you exprefs yourfelf. I never 
had occafion, or opportunity, to make ufe of any 
fuch words. The laft time I faw you in London^ 
was the laft intercourfc that I remember to have 
had with your family. But having always trufted 
to my own innocence, I was never inquifitive to 
know my accufers. When I mentioned my loft 
of intereft with you, I did it with concern ;^and 
I had no refentment ; becaCufe I fuppofed it to 
arife only from different fentiments in public 
matters. 

My Lord, if my letter were polite^ it was a- 
gainft my intention, and I intreat your pardon 
for it. If I have w//, I will keep it to fhew 
when I am angry j which at prefent I am not : 
Becaufe, although nothing can cxcufe thofe in- 
temperate words your pen hath let fall, yet I 
N. n 2 (hall 
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fhall give allqwance to a hafty perfbn, hurried- 
on by a miftake, beyond all rules of decency. If 
a ^ft minifter of ftate had ufed me as you have 
done, he (hould have heard from me in another 
ftyle ; becaule, in that cafe, retaliating would be 
thought a mark of courage. But as your Lord- 
fhip is not in a fituation to do me good^ nor, 
I am fure, of a difpofition to do me mifchief ; 
fo I Ihould lofe the merit of being bold, becauTc 
I incurred no danger. 

In this point alone we are exa£Uy equal :. but 
in wit and politenefi, I am as ready to yield to 
you, as in titles and eftate. 

I have found out one fecret : That although 
you call me a great wt^ you do not think me 
fo ; othcrwife you would have been cautious to 
have writ me fuch a letter. 

You conclude with faying, you are ready to 
afk pardon where you have offended. Of this I 
acquit you, becaufe I have not taken the of- 
fence ; but whethcF you will acquit yourfelf, 
muft be left to your confcience and honour. 

I have formerly, upon occafions, been your 
humble fervant in Ireland, and (hould not re- 
fufe to be fo ftill : But you have fo ufeful and 
excellent a friend in Mr Reading,- that you need 
no other ; and I hope my good opinion of him 
will not Icficn your's. I am, my Lord, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

LET- 
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LETTER CCCLL 

FROM DR SWIFT. 

London y May 4, 1 7 26. 

I HAD rather live in forty Irelands, than un«- 
der the frequent difquiets of hearing you are 
out of order. I always apprehended it moft 
after a great dinner ; for the leaft trangrefEon of 
your's, if it be only two bits and one fup more 
than your flint, is a great debauch ; for which 
you certainly pay more, than thofe fots who arc 
carried dead drunk to bed. My Lord Peterbo-* 
row fpoilcd every body's dinner, but efpccially 
mine, with telling us, that you were detained by 
flcknefs. Pray let me have three lines under any 
hand or pot-hook that will give me a better ac- 
count of your health ; which concerns me more 
than others, becaufe I love and eftecm you, for 
re'afons that moft others have little to do with ; 
and would be the fame, although you had never 
touched a pen, further than with writing to me. 
I am gathering up my luggage, and preparing 
for my journey. I will endeavour to think of 
you as little as I can ; and when I write to you,. 
I will ftrive not to think of you. This I intend 
in return to your kindnefs; and further, I know 
no body has dealt with me fo cruelly as you ; 
the confequences of which ufage I fear will laft 
as long as my life ; for fo long fliall I be, in fpite 
of my heart, entirely your's. 

N n 3 LET^ 
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LETTER CCX:Ul. 

DR SWIFT TO MR WORRAL *. 

Twickenham^ July 15, 1726. 

I WISH you would fend mc a common bill m 
form, upon any banker, for one hundred 
pounds, and I will wait for it, and in the mean 
time borrow where I can. What you tell me of 
Mrs Johnfon, I have long expefted, with great 
oppreffion and heavincfs of heart. We have 
been perfeft friends thefe thirty-five years. Up- 
on my advice they both came to Ireland, and have 
been ever fince my conftant companions ; and the 
remainder of my life will be a very melancholy 
fcene, when one of them is gone, whom I moft 
cfteemed, upon the fcore of every good quality, 
that can poffibly recommend a human creature. 
i have thefe two months feen through Mrs Ding- 
ley's difguifes f. And, indeed, ever fince I left 

you, 

* This gentleman was a foundling, and Swift irfcd to call him 
Mclchifcdeck, becaufc Melchifedcck is faid to have had neither 
father nor mother : He was a clergyman, a mafter of arts, a 
reader, and a vicar of Swift's cathedral, and mailer of the fbng : 
He was nearLy of the Dean's own (landing in the college, had 
' good fcnfe, and much humour. His wife was a woman of 
great fprightlinefs, good nature, and generofity; remarkably 
cleanly and elegant, in her peribn, in her houfe, and at her 
table ; the Dean therefore was of his guefts, and ^ntra^ed 
Igreat intimacy with him. 

f Probably endeavouring to conceal Mrs Johnfon *$ danger, i« 
tcnderncfs to the Dean. 
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you, my heart hath been fo funk, that I have not 
been the fame man, nor ever (hall be again 5 but 
drag on a wretched life, till it fhall plcafe God to 
call me away. I muft tell you as a friend, that if 
you have reafon to believe Mrs Jotinfon cannot 
hold out till my return, I would not think of 
coming to Ireland ; and, ia that cafe, I would 
cxpedl of you, in the beginning of Septcmtifer, to 
renew my licence for another half-year 5 which 
time I will fpend in fome retiren^^nt far from 
London, till I can be in a dif portion of appear- 
ing, after an accident that muft be fo fatal to my 
quiet. I wifh it could be broiTght about, that fhe 
might make her will. Her intentions are to leave 
the intereft of all her fortune to her mother and 
fifter, during their lives, and afterwai'ds to Dr 
Stephens's hofpital, to purchafe lands for fuch 
ufes there as fhe defigns. Think how I am diC- 
pofed while I write this, and forgive the incon- 
fiftencies. I would not; for the univerfe be pre- 
fcnt at fuch a trial of feeing her depart. She 
will be among friends, that, upon her own ac- 
count, and great worth, will tend her with all 
poffible care, where I fhould be a trouble to her, 
and the greateft torment to myfelf. In cafe the 
matter fhould be defperate, I would have you 
advife, if they come to town, that they fhould 
be lodged in fome airy healthy part, and not in 
the deanry j which befides, you know, cannot 
but be a very improper thing for that houfe to 
breathe her laft in. This I leave to your difcre- 
' tion ; 
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tion ; and I conjure you to burn this letter imme- 
diately! without telling the contents of it to any 
perfon alive. Pray write to me every week, that 
I may know what fteps to take 5 for I am deter- 
mined not to go to Ireland, to find her juft dead 
or dying. Nothing but extremity could make mc 
fo familiar with thofe terrible words, applied to 
fuch a dear friend. Let her know, I have bought 
her a repeating gold watch, for her eafe in Win- 
ter nights, rdefigned to have furprifed her with 
it ; but now I would have her know it, that fhc 
may fee how my thoughts are always to make her 
cafy. I am of 0[>inion, that there is not a greater 
folly, than to contraft too great and intimate a 
friendfhip, which rnuft always leave the furvivor 
miferable. On the back of Brereton's note, there 
was written, the account of Mrs Johnfon's fickr 
nefs. Pray, in your next, avoid that miftake^ 
and leave the backfide •blank. When you have 
read this letter twice, and retain what I defire, 
pray burn it 5 and let all I have faid, lye only in 
your -own breaft. Pray write every week. I 
have (till I know further) fixed on Auguft the 
15th, to fet out for Ireland, I fhall continue or 
alter my meafures, according to your letters. 
Adieu. 

Pray tell Mr Dobbs, of the college, that I re- 
ceived his letter, but cannot poflibly anfwer it, 
which I certainly would if I had materials. As 
to what you fay about promotion, you will find 
it was given immediately to Maule, as I am told ; 

and- 
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and I allure you I had xio offers, nor would 
accept them. My behaviour to thofe in power, 
hath been direftly contrary, (ince I canac here. *t 
had rather have good news from you, than Can* 
terbury, though it were given me upon my own 
terms. 



LETTER CCCLIII. 

Lord Bolingbroke to the Three Yahoos of 
Twickenham, Jonathan, Alexander^ 
and John *. 

Mtjjl Excellent Triumvirs of Parnajfusy 

THOUGH you are probably very indiffe- 
rent where I am, or what I am doing ; 
yet I refolve to believe the contrary. I perfuade 
myfelf, that you have fent at leaft fifteen timet 
v'ithin this fortnight tq Dawley f farm, and 
that you are extremely mortified at my long 
filence. To relieve you therefore from this great 
anxiety of mind, I can do no lefs than write a few 
lines to you ; and I pleafe myfelf before-hand, 
with the vaft pleafure which this epiftle muft 
needs give you. That I may add to this pleafure, 
and give you further proofs of my beneficent 
temper, 1 will likewife inform you, that I (hall be 
in your neighbourhood agaui by the end of next 

week \ 

• John Gay. 

f The country rcCdcncc of Lord Bolingbroke, near Cranford 
in Middlcfex. 
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week ; by which time I hope that Jonathan's 
•imagination of bufinefs, will be fucceeded by fomc 
imagination more becoming a profeflbr of that 
divine fcience^ la bagatel/e. Adieui Jonathani 
Alexandefi John ! Mirth be with you. 

From the Banks of the Severn, 
July 23, 1726. 



LETTER GCCUV. 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

Good Doctor, London^ July 8, 1726. 

IHA VE had two months of great uneafinefs, 
at the ill accQunt of Mrs Johnfon's health ; 
and, as it is ufual, feared the worft that was pof- 
fible, and doubted all the good accounts that 
were fent me. I pray God, her danger may 
warn her to be lefs wilful, and more ready to fall 
into thofe meafures that her friends and phyfi- 
cians advife her to. I had a letter, twcr days ago, 
from Archdeacon Wall, dated fix days before 
your's, wherein he gives me a better account than 
you do ; and therefore I apprehend flie had not 
mended fince ; andyet he fays, he can honefily tell 
mejhe is now much better. Pray thank the Arch- 
deacon, and tell him you are to have a (hare in 
this letter ; and therefore I will fave him the 
trouble of another. Tell him alfo, that I never 

aiked 
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nCked for my 1000 1. which he hears I have got ; 
though I mentioned k to the Princefs the laft 
time I faw her •, but 1 bid her tell Walpole *, I 
fcorned to a& him for it. But blot out this paf- 
fage, and mention it to no one except the ladies j 
becaufe I know Mrs Johnfon would be pleafed 
with it, and I will not write to them till I hear 
from them ; therefore this letter is their's, as well 
as your's. The Archdeacon further fays, that Mrs 
Johnfon has not tafted claret for feveral months,, 
but once at his houfe. This-I diflike. I cannot 
tell who is the fourth of your friends, unlefs it 
be yourfelf. I am forry for your new laborious 
ftudies ; but the beft of it is, they will not be your 
own another day. I thank you for your new 
ftyle, and moft ufeful quotations. I am only con- 
cerned, that although you get the grace of the 
houfe J you will never get the grace of the town j 
but die plain Sheridan, or Tom at moft, becauft 
it is a fyllable fhorter than Doftor* However, I 
will give it you at length in the fuperfcription ; and 
people will fo wonder how the news could come 
and return fo quick to and from England, efpc- 
cially if the wind be fair when the packet goes 
over ; and let me warn you, to be very careful in 
fending for your letters two days after the com- 
mencement. You loft one poft, by my being out 
of town \ for I came hither to-day, and fliall ftay 

three 

• Sir Robert Walpolc, afterwards Earl of Oxford. He was 
firft Commiflioncr of the Trcafury, and Chancellor of the Ex- 
«beqver. He died in Febqiary 1744, in the 71(1 year of his age. 
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three or four upon fome biifiuefs ; and then ge 
back to Mr Pope's, and there continue till Auguft, 
and then come to town, till I begin' my journey 
to Ireland, which I propofe the middle of Auguft. 
My old fervant Archy is here, ruined and ftarv- 
ing, and has purfued me, and wrote me a letter^ 
but I have refufed to fee him. Our friend at the 
caftle writ to me two months ago, to have a fight 
of thefe papers, &c. of which I brought away a 
copy. I have anfwercd him, that whatever pa- 
pers I have, are conveyed from one place to ano- 
ther, through nine or ten hands, and that I have 
the key. If he*{hould mention any thing of pa- 
pers in general, either, to you or the ladies, and 
that you can bring it in, I would have you and 
them to confirm the fame ftory, and laugh at my 
humour in it, &c. My fervicc to Dr Delany, 
Dr Helfham/the Grattans, and Jackibns. There 
is not fo defpifed a creature hjere as your friend, 
with the foft ^rfes on children. I heartily pity 
him. — This is the firft time I was ever weary of 
England, and longed to be in Ireland ; but it is 
becaufc go I muft \ for I do not love Ireland bet- 
ter, nor England, as England, worfe. In fhort, 
you all live in a wretched, dirty dog- hole and pri- 
fon ; but it is a place good enough to die in. I 
can tell you one thing, that I have had the faireft 
offer made me of a fcttlement here that one can 
imagine, which, if I were ten years younger, I 
.would gladly accept, within twelve miles of Lon- 
don, and in the midft of my friends. But I am 

too 
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top old for new fchemes, and cfpccially fuch as 
would bridle me in my freedoms and liberalities. 
But fo it is, that I muft be forced to get home^ 
partly by ftealth, and partly by force. I have 
indeed one temptation for this Winter, much 
ilronger, which is, of a fine houfe and garden^ 
and park, and wine-cellar in France, to pafs away 
Winter in ; and if Mrs Johnfon were not fo out 
of order, I would certainly accept of it * 5 and I 
wifh flie could go to Montpellier at the fame time. 
You fee I am grown vifionary, and therefore it 
is time to have done. Adieu. 

LETTER CCCLV. 

DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 

I HAVE your's juft now of the 19th ; and 
the account you give me, is nothing but 
what I have fome time expefted with the utmoft 
agonies 4 and there is one aggravation of con- 
ftraint, that where Lam, I am forced to put on 
an cafy countenance. It was at this time the beft 
office your friendftiip could do, not to deceive 
me. I was violently bent, all laft year, as I believe 
you remember, that flie fhould go to Montpellier, 
or Bath, or Tunbridge. I intreated, if there was 
no amendment, they might both come to IJon- 
VoL. XV. O o don. 

• I^ord Bolingbroke invited the Dean to fpend a Winter with 
him at his houfe in France, on the Banks of the J.oirc. 
f This was written fiom Mr Pope's at Twickenham. 
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don. But there was a fatality, although I in- 
deed think Yitv Jiamina could not laft much long- 
er, when I faw (lie could take no nourifhment. 
I look upon this to be the greateft event that can 
ever happen to me ; but all my preparations will 
not fuffice to make me bear it like a Philofophcr, 
nor altogether like a Chriftian. There hath hcen 
the moft intimate friendfliip between us from her 
childhood ; and the greateft merit on her fide, 
that ever was in one human creature towards ano- 
ther. Nay, if Lwere now near her, I would 

not fee her ; 1 could not behave myfelf tdterably, 

and fhould redouble her forrow. Judge in 

what a temper of mind I write this. ^Thc very 

time I am writing, I conclude the faireft foul ia 

the world hath left its body. Confufion ! that 

I am this moment call'd'down to a viGtor, when 
I am in the country, and not in my power to 

deny myfelf 1 have pafled a very conftraincd 

hour, and now return to fay I know not what. 
I have been long weary of the world, and fhall, 
for my fmall remainder of years, be weary of life; 
having for ever loft that converfation which could 

only make it tolerable. 1 fear, while you are 

reading this, you will be fhedding tears at her fu- 
neral. She loved you well, and a great fhare of 
the little merit I have with you, i$ owing to her 

folicitations. 1 writ to you about a week ago*. 

LET- 

• Soon after the date of this letter, the Dean went back to 
Ireland ; but Mrs Johnfon recovering a moderate ftate of health, 
lie returned again to England, the beginning of the year lj%7» 
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L E T T E R CCCLVI. ' 

DR SWIIT TO MR WORRAL. 

London^ Aug, 6. 1726. 

AT the time that I had your letter, with the 
bill, (for which I thank you) I received 
another from Dr Sheridan, both full of the me- 
lancholy account of our friend. The Doftor ad- 
viies me to go over at the time I intended, whick 
I now defign to do, and to fet out oil Monday the 
15th from henoc. However, if any accident fliould 
happen to me, that you do not find me come 
over on the firft of September, I would have you 
renew my licence of abfence from the fccond of 
September, which will be the day that my half- 
year will be out ; and fince it is not likely, that 
you can anfwer this, fo as to reach, me be- 
fore I leave London, I defirc you will write to 
me, direftcd to Mrs Kenah, in Chefter, where I 
defirgn to fet up, and (hall hardly be there in lefi 
than a fortnight from this time ; and if I {hould 
then hear our friend was no more, I might pro- 
bably be abfent a paonth or two, in fome parts ojF 
Derbyfhirc, or Wales. However, you need not 
renew the licence till the firft of September ; and, 
if I come not, I will write to you from Chefter. 
This unhappy afiiir is thp greateft trial I ever had ; 
and I think you arc unhappy in having converfed 
fo much with that perfon under fuch circumftan- 
ccs. Tell Dr Sheridan, I had his letter 5 but care 
O o a xw^"^ 



i 
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not to anfwer it. I wifh you would give me your 
opinion, at Chefter, whether I (hall come over or 
no. I fhall be there, God willing, on Thurfday 
the 18th inftant. This is enough to fay, in mf 
prcfent fituation. I am, &c. 

My humble fcrvice and thanks to 
Mrs Worral, for the care of our 
friend, which I fhall never for- 
get. 



LETTER CCGLVIL 

Aug. 2Xy 1726. 

MANY a fhort figh you coft me, the day I 
left you 'y and many more you will coft 
me, till the day you return. I really walked about 
like a man baniflied 5 and when I came home, 
found it no home^ HTis a (cnfation like that of a 
limb lopped off; one is trying cvei*y minute un- 
awares to ufe it, and finds it is not» I may fay 
you have ufed me more cruelly, than you have 
done any other man ; you have made it more 
impoffible for me to live at eafe* without you. 
Habitude itfelf would have done tiat, if I had > 
lefs friendfhip in my nature than I hav«.. Beiides 
my natural memory of you, you have made a lo- 
cal one, which prefents you to mc in every place 
I frequent. 1 fhall never more think of Lord 
Cobham's, xhe woods of Cicclcer^ or the pleafing 

profpcft 
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profpeft of Bybcrry, but your idea muft be joined 
with them ; nor fee one feat in my own garden, 
or one room in my own houfe, without a phan- 
tom of you, fitting or walking before me. I tra- 
velled with you to Chefter j. I felt the extreme heat 
of the weather, in the inns, the roads, the con- 
finement and clofenefs of the uneafy coach 5 and 
wilheJ, a hundred times, 1 had either a deanry or 
a horfe in my gift. In real truth, I have felt my 
foul peeviQi ever fince ^ith all about me, from a 
warm uneafy defire after you. I am gone out of 
myfcif to no purpofe, and cannot catch you. /«• 
hat in pedes was not more properly applied to a 
poor dog after a hare, than to me with regard to 
your departure. I wifh I could think no more o£ 
it, but lie down and fleep till we meet again, and 
let that day (how far foever off it be) be the mor- 
row. Since I cannot, may it be my amends, that 
every thing you wifh may attend you where you 
are, and that you may find every friend you have 
there, in the flate you wifh him or her •, fo that 
your vifits to us may have no other effecl, than 
the progrefs of a rich man to a remote eflatc, 
which he finds greater than he c5cpcftcd j which 
knowledge only ferves to make him live happier 
where he is, with no difagreeabld profpeft, if ever 
he fliould chufe to remove. May this be your 
ftate, till it become what I wifh. But indeed J 
cannot exprefs the warmth with which I wifh you» 
all things, and myfelf you. Indeed you are en-, 
graved elfewhcrc than on the cups you fent me,^ 
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(with fo kind an infcription), and I might throw 
them into the Thames without injury to the 
giver* I am not pleafed with them, but take 
them very kindly too : And had I fufpefted any 
fuch ufage from you, I fhould have enjoyed your 
company lefs than I really did 5 for, at this rate, 
I may fay. 

Nee tecum pojfum vtvere, nee fine te. 
I will bring you oyer juft fuch another prefent, 
^hen I go to the deanry hi St Patrick's ; which*I 
promife you to do, if ever I am ehabled to return 
your kindnefs. Donarem pater as ^ isfe» Till then 
ril drink (or Gay fh'all drink) daily healths to 
you ; and Til add to your infcription, the old Ro- 
man vow for years to come. VOTIS X. VOTIS 
XX. My mother's age gives me authority to 
tope it for your's. Adieu. 



LETTER CCCLVIIL 

Sept. 3, 1726. 

YOUR's to Mr Gay, gave me greater fatif- 
fa£tion, than that to me (though that gave 
me a great deal) 5 for to hear that you were fafe 
at your journey's end, exceeds the account of 
your fatigues while in the way to it : Otherwife, 
believe me, every tittle of each is important to 
me, which fets any one thing before my eyes that 
happens to you. I writ you a long letter, which 
I guefs reacVied ^ou the day after your arrival. 
Since theu, \«\v^^ ^ toixisx^i^^ ^\xk Sir , 
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vrho exprefled his defire of having feen you again 
before you left us. He faid, he obferved a wil- . 
lingncfs 111 you to live among us; which I did 
not deny ; but at the fame time told him, you 
had no fuch defign in your coming this time, 
which was merely to fee a few of thofe you loved : 
* But that indeed all thofe wifhed it, and particu- 
larly Lord Peterborow and myfelf, who wifhed 
you loved Ireland Icfs, had you any -reafon to 
Iqve England moi'e. I faid nothing but what 
I think would induce any man to be as fond of 
you as I, plain truth, did they know either it or 
you. I can't help thinking (when I confider the 
whole (hort lift of our friends) that none of them 
except you and I tre qualified for the mountains 
of Wales. The Dodlor goesi to cards, Gay to 
court ; one lofes money, one lofes his time : An- 
other of our friends labours to be unambitious, 
but he labours in an unwilling foil. One Lady 
you like, has too much of France to be fit for 
Wales : Another is too much a fubje<fl: to princes 
and potentates, to relifh that wild tafte of liberty 
and poverty. Mr Congreve is too fick to bear a 
thin air ; and fhe that leads him, too rich to en- 
joy any thing. Lord Peterborow can go to any 
climate, but never ftay in any. Lord Batlvarft 
is too great a hufbandman, to like barren hills, 
except they are ftis own to improve. Mr Bethel 
indeed is too good, and too honeft, to live in the 
world •, but yet 'tis fit, for its example, he fliould. 
We are lefs to ourfelves in my opinion, and may 
live whtre wc pleafe, in Wales, Dublin, or Bcr- 
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mudas: And for mc, I aflurc you I love the 
world fo well, and it loves me fo wcll^ that I 
care not in what part of it I pafs the reft of my 
days. I fee no fun-fliine, but in the face of a 
friend* 

I had a glimpfe of a letter of your's lately, by 
which I find you are (like the vulgar) apterto' 
think well of people out of power, than of people 
in power; perhaps 'tis a miftake, but however 
there's fomcthing in it generous. Mr *** takes it 
extreme kindly, I can perceive ; and he has a 
great mind to thank you for that good opinion, 
for which I believe he is only to thank his ill for- 
tune : For, if I am not in an error, he would 
rather be in power than out. 

To iliew you how fit I an^to live in the moun- 
tains, I will, with great truth, apply to myfclf an 
old fentence : " Thofe that are in, may abide in, 
*' and thofc that are out, may abide out : Yet to 
** me, thofe that are in ihall be as thofe that arc 
** out, and thofe that are out fliall be as thole 
*« thiit aic in." 

T am inditFercnt as to all thofe matters ; but I 
mifs you as nmch as I did the firft day, when 
(with a fliort figh) I parted. Wherever you arc, 
(or on the mountains of Wales, or on the coaft 
of Dublin, 

iT// mthiy feu inngfii fuperas jam faxa Timav't^ 
She orani Illyricl legis ttqtfons > J^ 

" I am, and ever Ihall be your's, &c» 
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